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Temperance

Alice was alone in the tarot reading room. She stood in front of the shelf and spread the remaining cards in the special deck. She picked a card and straightened up the deck. She turned and left the room and walked upstairs. She was in her room and sitting down at her desk when her aunt led a client into the same room.

Alice blinked and listened to the music Eliot played in the greenhouse. She set down the Temperance card and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. Soon she was taking notes.

She lost track of time as she focused on the card of the day. It wasn’t until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen that Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited for her aunt.

The music ceased and soon Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and stood near Alice. He kissed her cheek and waited to learn about the card of the day.

Madeline smiled over her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Temperance.”

Madeline blinked. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is moderation, temperance, an ability to recognize and analyze, no excessive tendencies, recovery, readjustment, peace, harmony, cooperation, frugality, friendship, study, chastity, friend or balance.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is chaos, discord, disunion, incompatibility, intolerance, frustration, impotence, or even religious intolerance.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down to eat.

Eliot said, “Wow, those major arcana cards seem so intense at times.”

Madeline smiled and continued eating.

Alice said, “Yeah, it can seem that way with major events.”

He went on, “Temperance doesn’t seem like a bad card at all, unless you get it in reverse. It sounds wonderful to be balanced and in harmony.”

Madeline sighed as she knew her balance was starting to waver. She remained quiet.

Alice said, “Yes, being in harmony and balanced is wonderful. I’m glad it’s finally happened to me.”

Madeline smiled. She finished eating and left the kitchen to deal with a few more tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Next, they walked to the greenhouse to check the orders displayed on the big screen.

They wasted no time crafting and packing up orders. He made notes of which plants they needed. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants. She finished crafting toiletry items for the big orders. She packed up everything and sealed the boxes just as the delivery person arrived.

The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smile and loaded their vehicle. “Wow, you two are amazing. I see the orders are stable now. Must be a good income.”

Alice smiled. “Yeah, our income is good from the orders. It’s a real blessing when one can do what one loves for work and a bonus when the income from that work is good.”

The delivery person continued to smile. “It really is.” They left.

Eliot came back and worked on the back stock. She worked on her part of the back stock too. They still had to deal with clients who came and went, but finally they were done with their back stock. They cleaned the greenhouse together.

Alice checked the orders. “I see we completed the orders today, even if all the clients haven’t picked up their orders yet. Oh, I also see I have some tarot clients today.”

Eliot checked the orders. “Oh, I see that. Well, one should be here shortly. I can deal with the other clients while you’re giving readings.”

She smiled. “I know that. I’m just preparing myself and making sure I’m on schedule.”

He smiled back and kissed her cheek.

A client arrived. “Hi, it’s about time for my tarot reading.”

Alice nodded. “This way.” She led the client into the tarot reading room. She grabbed the deck setting on the table and shuffled it.

They both sat down in the usual spots.

The client said, “Just a general reading for me today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—10 of Cups, 3 of Cups and Ace of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are surrounded by happiness and celebration which leads to a new beginning. This beginning is marked by contentment in this physical world with financial security. Things are stable, if not perfect.”

The client smiled. “Ah, good news. I love readings like this. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next one ready. She led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client asked, “What kinds of people are surrounding me?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Knight of Pentacles, Queen of Pentacles and Page of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “One person around you is a messenger. They bring tidings of a job offer or promotion. The next person is someone who is financially and spiritually secure within themselves. They are a good at giving advice. And the third person is someone attractive who doesn’t just deliver news, but also delivers action.”

The client smiled. “And I remember you said gender in tarot doesn’t mean biology. It means masculine and feminine energy. So, the queen is someone who has predominantly feminine energy.”

Alice nodded. “That’s correct.”

The client nodded. “Well, it’s good to know who’s around me. Thank you.”

Alice led the client out and found the next one ready to go. She led the next client into the tarot reading room. They sat down and Alice shuffled the deck.

The client said, “Things seem quite balanced for me now, but I wondering how long that will last.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—2 of Pentacles, Knight of Cups and Strength. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I do see you are in balance and handling your current endeavors without much trouble. However, things could change when you receive a message about a relationship. This change will make you stronger.”

The client blinked. “That’s not a bad reading. Thank you.”

Alice led them then out and found another client reading for a reading. She led them into the tarot reading room and they sat down. She shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I feel so trapped and wonder what I can do now.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—8 of Swords, Ace of Wands and King of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you do feel trapped. Usually, when this card comes up, it means you’re trapped by thoughts and beliefs, but sometimes it’s because of other people. Yes, there is a way out. You can do something.”

The client listened intently.

“If the person on the card would just step backwards, their bounds would be cut and they would be free. You might have to analyze why you think the way you do to find your way out. That can lead to new action, which will set you free and you can move forward. This then becomes a new adventure which leads you to meet new people and new situations. The person I see you meeting has their head together when it comes to business and financial things. They can give you advice that you need. Then you can become like them and become financially and spiritually secure.”

The client sighed. “Thank you. I needed to hear that. So, there is a way out. I just need to look at my thoughts and try to understand why I think the way I do.”

Alice nodded.

“Alright, I’ll do that and see what I can do next. Thank you for the reading. I feel better now.”

Madeline went to her room to rest. She clutched the railing of the staircase. She was slow, but steady. She sighed when she reached the top. She had quite a few aches and pains. There was nothing she could do. Her body was falling apart.

She entered her room and closed the door. She leaned her back against the door. She didn’t want to worry her niece or her niece’s husband. The last thing the elder elf wanted was to be fussed over. Madeline was still quite independent and didn’t want to stop working.

She walked to her bed and pulled back the covers. She got in her bed and sighed again. She frowned. She wondered if it would be a good idea to warn the young elves what was happening to her. She sighed. Her frowned deepened. There was nothing anyone could do for her.

Madeline knew her time was coming. She was going to die and no one could save her. She laid down. She closed her eyes. She hoped the young elves would be alright without her. She already knew they could handle the work load without her.

She smiled as she remembered how well they had passed the test she had given them. The clients were a bit confused, but both Alice and Eliot accepted the challenge and did what they had to.

Madeline fell asleep knowing her balance was off, but the young elves would be alright. They could continue to work and regain their balance even while they grieved. There was nothing more that the elder elf wanted.
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