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ON THIS TOUR, WE WILL EXPLORE
THE LATINO SOLDIERS WHO HELPED
DEFEAT THE CONFEDERACY, EVEN
THOUGH, AT THE TIME, THEY WERE
NOT SEEN AS FULLY AMERICAN
THEMSELVES...

...THE ACTIVISTS WHO HAVE RISKED THEIR
LIVES TO IMPROVE WORKING CONDITIONS--
NOT JUST FOR FARMWORKERS,
BUT FOR EVERYONE...

...THE SPORTS HEROES
WHOSE ATHLETIC

ACHIEVEMENTS
HAVE INSPIRED
MILLIONS...

...THE ACADEMICS, ...AND OF COURSE, THE
SCIENTISTS, AND ARTISTS AND PERFORMERS
EXPLORERS WHO HAVE MOVED AND
WHOSE WORK HAS ENTERTAINED US!

CHANGED OUR
WORLD...
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BEFORE AS I SAID, MY NAME IS CAMILO.
WE GO ANY I WAS BORN IN MIAMI TO
FURTHER, LET'S COLOMBIAN PARENTS, AND
LEARN A BIT I'VE SPENT MOST OF MY
ABOUT EACH LIFE WRESTLING WITH
OTHER! WHAT IT MEANS TO
BE LATINO--

--THE PUSH
AND PULL BETWEEN
HONORING MY HERITAGE
AND MY FAMILY’S HISTORY

WHILE ALSO BEING FULLY
AMERICAN AND LIVING
IN THE UNITED
STATES. I'M STILL
FIGURING IT ALL
OUT, BUT THERE'S
A LOT WE CAN
LEARN FROM OUR
HISTORY!

V HI, EVERYONE, I’M‘

JOSE. MY PARENTS AND
I CAME OVER FROM
CUBA WHEN I WAS A

BABY ALMOST FIFTY PARENTS ARE BOTH
YEARS AGO!_ ] |\ FROM THE DOMINICAN I'M PUERTO
S 4% REPUBLIC. ] - . | RICAN, BORN
............. <1l ;. \ AND raseD

HELLO. I'M
ANDREW.

I WAS BORN IN
NEW YORK, AND MY

HOLA! T'M YOLANDA.

MY FAMILY LIVED IN
MEXICO UNTIL I WAS
A TEENAGER, THEN WE
MOVED TO CALIFORNIA
MANY DECADES AGO.
I MAY BE OLDER THAN
THE REST OF YOU, BUT
LIKE ANDREW, I'M
EAGER TO LEARN
MORE!

I GREW UP
SURROUNDED
BY CARIBBEAN
CULTURE, AND I'M
EXCITED TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT OUR
HEROES IN THIS
EXHIBIT.

IT'S
GREAT TO
MEET EVERY-
ONE AND THANK
YOU FOR
COMING!
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CHAPTER I:
A DIVERSE AND UNIQUE HISTORY

E PUEDE, AN IMMERSIVE
EXHIBIT THAT WILL TAKE US ON A JOURNEY
THROUGH HISTORY TO MEET THE LATINO I'M

REBELS, ARTISTS, AND ACTIVISTS WHO CAMILO. :
CHANGED THE UNITED T'LL BE YOUR

STATES! TOUR GUIDE A

TODAY. 2
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LIKE ALL LANGUAGES, TO MARIA’S POINT, A IT’S TRUE! WHEN THEN SPANISH WAS
SPANISH HAS ITS OWN UNIQUE ~ CHANGE IN VERNACULAR ]I WAS A YOUNG GIRL ~ REPLACED BY HISPANIC
CHALLENGES WHEN IT COMES MAY BE NECESSARY. IN CALIFORNIA, BEFORE LATINO BECAME
TO INCLUSIVITY. FOR ONE, IT'S THAT HAPPENS QUITE EVERYONE CALLED THE GO-TO TERM. SO, IF
A GENDERED LANGUAGE, SO REGULARLY AS ME SPANISH, AS IF THE LANGUAGE NEEDS

EVERYTHING FROM PEOPLE SOCIETIES I WAS FROM / TO CHANGE AGAIN,
TO OBJECTS IS ASSIGNED CHANGE. SPAIN! THAT'S FINE BY ME.
A GENDER WITHOUT MUCH I'M USED TO
RHYME OR REASON. CHANGE!

LISTEN, IT'S TOUGH TO SAY
WHERE THE TERM LATINX
ORIGINALLY DERIVED-—
SOME SAY BRAZIL,
OTHERS SAY PUERTO
RICO. BUT THE FACT
IS, LANGUAGES DO
CHANGE AND
EVOLVE OVER
TIME.

BUT LATINX SOUNDS
LIKE A BUNCH OF
AMERICANS IMPOSING

THEIR TERMINOLOGY ON

AN ENTIRE ETHNICITY
WITHOUT REGARD

FOR OUR OWN

LANGUAGE...

PLUS, SPANISH WAS ORIGINALLY A
COLONIZER’S LANGUAGE ANYWAY!

I DON'T THINK WE NEED TO BE
PARTICULARLY PRECIOUS WITH
ITS LIMITATIONS OR USE THAT
AS AN EXCUSE TO HALT
PROGRESS...

ALRIGHT, LET'S
DO IT! BUT FIRST, T
WANT TO CLARIFY

SOMETHING...

WHAT ABOUT YOU,

ANDREW? ANY
THOUGHTS?

I'M DOWN
FOR WHATEVER
IS MOST
INCLUSIVE.

TO BE
HONEST, T WANT
TO HEAR A BIT MORE
ABOUT THOSE
COLONIZERS MARIA
MENTIONED.
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THAT MEANS T REFERS TO
ALL LATINOS AND LATINAS
LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES--
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THEY
ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS,
WHERE THEY WERE BORN, OR
THEIR DOCUMENTATION
STATUS.

AS WE
DIVE INTO OUR
IMMERSIVE JOURNEY,
IT'S IMPORTANT TO
DEFINE TERMS, SO WE
ALL KNOW WHAT WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT
WHEN WE SAY
LATINO.

MANY SCHOLARS
ARGUE ABOUT THE
MOST APPROPRIATE
DEFINITION. FOR THE
SAKE OF THIS EXHIBIT,
“LATINO” IS SIMPLY
DEFINED AS:

NOTICE THAT THIS DEFINITION
PURPOSELY EXCLUDES RACE
LATINO BECAUSE LATINOS ARE AN
A PERSON ETHNIC GROUR, NOT A
OF LATIN RACIAL GROUP
AMERICAN % .
ORIGIN OR ETHNIC GROUPS
DESCENT ARE POPULATIONS WHICH IS DUE TO LATIN
THAT SHARE COMMON AMERICA’S COMPLEX
CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS  HISTORY OF INDIGENOUS
LIKE LANGUAGE AND PEOPLES, EUROPEAN
ANCESTRY, WHILE RACE COLONIZATION, THE
REFERS TO GROUPS THAT , TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE
SHARE DISTINCTIVE TRADE, AND GLOBAL
PHYSICAL TRAITS. MIGRATION.

)

EVEN IN OUR
SMALL GROUR
YOU CAN SEE THIS
RACIAL DIVERSITY,
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OF COURSE, NO TERM THAT REFERS
TO AN ENTIRE ETHNIC GROUP IS
PERFECT. ULTIMATELY, EACH
INDIVIDUAL WILL SELF-IDENTIFY
HOWEVER THEY FEEL MOST
COMFORTABLE.

SOME LATINOS
IDENTIFY BASED ON
THEIR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.
OTHERS MAY USE, OR RECLAIM,
CULTURAL TERMS LIKE CHICANO,
WHICH SOME MEXICAN
AMERICANS HAVE EMBRACED
TO REFLECT POLITICAL
EMPOWERMENT.

OVERALL,
INCLUSIVITY IS KEY
WHEN TALKING ABOUT A
GROUP AS DIVERSE AND RICH
IN CULTURE AS LATINOS.

SORRY TO

INTERRUPT, BUT YOUNG PEOPLE ALWAYS
IF INCLUSIVITY IS TRY TO MAKE THINGS

THE GOAL, THEN WHY MORE COMPLICATED.
AREN'T WE USING

TERMS LIKE LATINX OR
LATINE, INSTEAD OF
“LATINO,” WHICH IS A

MASCULINE WORD
IN SPANISH?

I'M JUST SAYING, I HEAR YOU, BUT
SHOULDN'T THE — THAT’S NOT EVEN
TERM WE USE BE A REAL WORPD...
INCLUSIVE OF HOW WOULD YOU
NONBINARY AND EVEN SAY THAT
GENDER IN SPANISH?
NONCONFORMING
PEOPLE-—
THOSE WHO DON'T
ALWAYS IDENTIFY
AS MALE OR
FEMALE?

HOLD ON, HOLD ON.
LET'S PAUSE FOR A
SECOND!
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FOREWORD

A few years ago, when | was chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, | convened a meeting
with a group of top U.S. publishers to talk about Latino representation. The folks in the room
were titans of industry, responsible for producing the textbooks that millions of schoolchildren
read, as well as the best-selling novels and comics that become source material for generations
of movies and television shows.

To start the conversation, | turned to the CEO of one of the top five publishing companies
in the country, and | asked him a simple question.

Could he name three Latinos or Latinas who made a significant impact on American history?
He thought for a moment, and then admitted that he couldn't.

It was an earnest conversation, and he wasn't trying to be dismissive. Our country is nearly
20 percent Latino, but | expect that most Americans—including many of our own children—
would give you the same answer.

Latinos have shaped the history of the United States since the beginning and played an
undeniable role in our nation’s prosperity. But it's rare to see a grade school textbook that
highlights Latino stories, or to get genuine Latino representation in books or movies. By and
large, Latino history has been written out of the American narrative, making it far too easy to
perpetuate the idea that we do not belong.

Thankfully, a new generation of writers, illustrators, and creative minds are breaking down
barriers to highlight how Latinos have changed the world. In Si, Se Puede, Julio Anta takes
readers on a spectacular journey through thousands of years of history, navigating complex
issues through the eyes of a multigenerational group of museum visitors and their talented
tour guide.

Si, Se Puede lionizes a litany of heroes—from César Chavez and Roberto Clemente to twenty-
first-century leaders like Mario Molina and Ellen Ochoa. Anta does not shy away from difficult
topics like colonialism and colorism, but the overriding theme of the graphic novel is joy and
pride in the past, present, and future of America’s diverse and powerful Latino community.
The graphic novel’s masterful storytelling is brought to life through vibrant illustrations by
Yasmin Flores Montafiez, who takes care to illustrate the broad, multiracial coalitions that
stood side by side with some of our community’s greatest heroes.

At a time when candid portrayals of American history are under attack, Si, Se Puede is a

must-read for all ages. This graphic novel belongs on the bookshelves of every home and
library as a reminder of who Latinos are—and what we can achieve.

Congressman Joaquin Castro
San Antonio, Texas
February 2023
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