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Introduction

Hi there! We’re Elsie and Emma and we are so happy you decided to pick up our book.

Over the past few years we’ve purchased our first homes and decorated them from the smallest corners to the biggest spaces. Before we started working on our homes, our blog, A Beautiful Mess, was mostly small crafts (think pillows and hair clips). If you had told us that someday we’d be building tables and making rugs and painting for fun on Friday nights, we would have laughed. Turns out, we got addicted.

A few years later, our homes look and feel nothing like they did the day we got our keys. They look like us now. Weird? Maybe. Cool? We’d like to think so. Personal? For sure. Personality is the most important aspect of decorating for us. Who cares if your house is nice if your friends and family can’t see you in every room?

This book was born from the pure joy that big décor projects brought into our lives. It’s special. We’re geeky, but we’d even call it life changing. We hope you get the same goose bumps from your first giant DIY project (spoiler alert—you totally will).

A FEW TIPS FOR YOUR JOURNEY

Don’t be afraid to mess up.

We know it’s a giant cliché to say “there’s no right or wrong” and “you have to break the rules sometimes,” but it’s SO true. We made our fair share of mistakes and regrets from our home projects—but rest assured, it’s all fixable! Once we were trying too hard for a “classic” design and the result was a boring dining room. Good news—mistakes happen. Often the best lessons are learned when we go with plan B because the first idea was a big fail. No matter how awesome you are, you’ll mess up sometimes. Go with it!

Our ideas are only starting points.

The ideas in this book are specific to us. We photographed almost everything in our two homes this year. Think beyond the projects we share and find ways to make them your own! We know you’re creative, so don’t feel limited by what’s found within these pages—use it as a jumping-off point to express your personality in your space! As long as you start a project after you put down this book, we’ve played our part.

If you love it, love it.

Whether an idea seems trendy, obvious, awful, or even (gasp!) overdone, we encourage you to stop caring about what other people think. The point of decorating is to make your home more you. At the end of the day the only thing that matters is how you feel in your home. Does it help you unwind? Does it make you smile? We encourage you to create a space that caters only to you and the loved ones in your home. How sad would it be to invest all this time and money into your personal space, only to create a cookie-cutter something that doesn’t hold meaning for you? Trust yourself. Create a home that feels like you in the big ways and the tiny details.

READY, SET, GO!

Are you craving change in your décor? Are you slightly excited, but also a little nervous to try a big idea in your home? Here are a few questions to jump-start the process. We answered all of these while designing rooms for this book, and you have no idea how many lightbulb moments we had. We hope you do too!

1. List all your favorite spaces (homes you love, but also hotels, restaurants, retail stores, etc.). In the next column, list everything you admire about each place. What were you doing there? Did you like the smells and the music? What features stood out to you? How did that space make you feel? How would you describe the style of these rooms? Take your time—really think about your answers. When I made my list I was shocked by how the spaces I loved visiting contrasted from the spaces I usually pin on Pinterest. You might surprise yourself too!

2. List the activities you envision doing in each room. Sure, a dining room will be used for eating, but what else? Will you play cards with friends, share a bottle of wine, host a romantic dinner or a silly reality TV-themed party? Think about all the members of your household and how they will use the room. We firmly believe that rooms should be designed for living.

3. Choose colors that make you feel something. For now, don’t worry about what colors go in each room—that’s not the point. List all of the colors that you have a strong reaction to and how they make you feel, whether it is positive, negative, or a mixed emotion. List what the colors remind you of. List colors that you’ve loved in rooms, movies, or inspiring artwork.

4. This next one might be slightly embarrassing, but please go there with us! Make a list of 100 things about YOU. Things you love, quirks, aversions, memories, dreams, and little details that make you one of a kind.

Now that you’ve created these giant lists (they’d better be giant!), save them in the back of your book until you’ve finished reading. When you’re done, go through each list with a highlighter and pick out anything that could serve as inspiration for your new space!

We can’t wait to see what you create in your homes! Please keep in touch with us via our blog, abeautifulmess.com, and send us photos of your projects. We would love to see them!

If you need us, we’ll be at home trying more projects. We weren’t kidding when we said we are addicted!

XO,
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[image: Living Rooms]

Whether you’re drinking your morning coffee or coming home after a rough day, your living room should make you light up. It should be a place that invites games and naps and parties. There are no rules except this—make it your own. Challenge yourself to unlearn everything you ever knew about decorating. Erase every rule. Open up your mind to the endless ways to customize your space and make it feel like your cool place.

In this chapter you’ll see our polar opposite but equally party-worthy living rooms. We’re constantly rearranging and reimagining our spaces. If we had stuck to design rules, Emma never would have chosen to paint all her walls black and I surely wouldn’t have picked out a bright yellow couch. Moral of the story: it’s all good! Our spaces reflect our personalities and inspire us to invite guests into our homes.
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    GET THE LOOK: Floral Poster / DebbieCarlos.com
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We all have possessions or collections we are proud of and cherish. Prominently displaying these items can add personality to your living room. Try hanging a collection of antlers on one wall or building/buying a special display case to house your cat figurine collection. Whatever items make your heart flutter—show them off!
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d.i.y. Patterned Coffee Table

    GET THE LOOK: Couch / UrbanOutfitters.com, Pillow / Anthropologie.com, Rug / Target.com

    
    
    
    
    
PATTERNED COFFEE TABLE
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Are you lusting over fancy patterned-wood tables? If you can’t find the perfect one for your space, consider making your own by covering an inexpensive table with balsa wood.


SUPPLIES

Ikea coffee table

black acrylic paint

rags

balsa wood

wax paper

3 different wood stains

scissors

wood glue

polyurethane



1. Paint the top and sides of your coffee table with the black acrylic paint and let dry (this will make any gaps pieces less noticeable).

2. Stain the balsa wood in three colors to cover a rectangle of 16 by 30 inches in the middle of your coffee table (or however big your table is).

3. Once your stain has dried, use scissors to cut triangles 4 inches tall and 5 inches wide. Arrange the triangles to fit the 16-by-30-inch space using half triangles at the beginning and end of each row.

4. Use wood glue to secure each triangle to the coffee table and place a heavy, flat object on top while the glue dries to prevent curling.

5. Stain enough balsa wood to cover the rest of the top and sides of the coffee table.

6. Cut pieces to lengths needed and make sure to angle the corner cuts for the top. Create a pattern out of paper if you need one.

7. Glue the pieces in place and, again, set heavy items on the wood as it dries.

8. Use 1 to 2 coats of polyurethane to seal the wood once your glue is dry.
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d.i.y. Quotable Wall Art

QUOTABLE WALL ART
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Here’s an easy idea for creating wall art that incorporates a favorite quote or phrase. It could be a quote that inspires you, makes you laugh, or is an inside joke between you and your loved ones.


SUPPLIES

wood

wood stain

clean rags

wood glue

paint or letter stickers



1. Purchase or cut a few (8 to 10) long pieces of thin wood. Ours were varying sizes between 2½ and 3 feet tall.

2. Stain the wood a few slightly different tones. Optional: add a coat of polyurethane.

3. Use two pieces of wood and wood glue to adhere all the pieces together.

4. Add your quote to the front of the piece with paint or letter stickers. Another fun option might be to paint over the stickers and after they dry peel them away to create a relief.


FOCUS ON DETAILS

It’s important to choose the perfect couch or statement piece, but don’t forget about the little details that make a house a home. Add a few special objects to an uncluttered bookshelf or coffee table. Frame and hang a cute drawing from your niece in a gallery wall with the rest of your art collection (where it belongs!). And for a special night of entertaining, add a few small vases of fresh flowers to give your living room life.
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    GET THE LOOK: Pillows/SkinnylaMinx.com, Couch / Macys.com
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d.i.y. Yarn Throw Pillows

YARN THROW PILLOWS
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Can’t find throw pillows that suit your color scheme? Try making your own! Here is a simple technique for creating your own loom and weaving your way to custom pillows.


SUPPLIES

large wooden picture frame

nails

3 skeins of yarn (different colors if you like)

medium-thick interfacing

fabric (for the backs)

thread

Poly-fil



1. Create a loom by hammering nails along the top and bottom of the wooden frame.

2. String the yarn across all the nails and begin weaving your pattern, changing out colors as you go.

3. Once the front of the pillow is complete, iron on the interfacing to the backside of
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HANGING PLANTS
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[image: vintage record player]



    
[image: yellow ladder converted to shelves; orange file cabinet on its side used as table]
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RESTYLED COFFEE TABLE
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MAKE A STATEMENT WALL
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CELEBRATE

BIRTHDAY
COCKTAIL
PARTY
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Once you’ve created a living space that you love, why not host a birthday cocktail party? As if we even need an excuse to invite friends over for a drink. Ha! Have fun with decorating your space, planning a few things to snack on, and mixing up a specialty birthday cocktail!
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BIRTHDAY CAKE MARTINI
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FLOWER
VASES
9 WAYS
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1.
COVER A GLASS VASE IN PATTERNED FABRIC AND SEAL WITH MOD PODGE.
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2.
PAINT THE ENTIRE VASE WHITE AND THEN ADD DOODLES WITH A SHARPIE.
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3.
COVER IN GLITTER! COME ON, YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO.
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4.
PAINT WITH YOUR FAVORITE METALLIC TONE AND ADD POLKA DOTS.

[image: ]

5.
GLUE COLORED LEATHER TO THE OUTSIDE.
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6.
COIL THIN ROPE OR RIBBON AROUND THE OUTSIDE OF A VASE.
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7.
USE NATURAL FABRICS OR TWINE TO COVER YOUR FAVORITE VASE.
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8.
CHALKBOARD PAINT! YOU KNOW WE HAD TO.
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9.
PAINT ON YOUR FAVORITE QUOTE OR SONG LYRIC IN YOUR HANDWRITING.
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