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Woody the cowboy doll stood at the window in Andys bedroom, peeking outside at the school bus. He heard the front door slam downstairs. Then he saw Andy run down the driveway, his backpack bouncing behind him. 

Andy stepped onto the school bus, and the bus quickly pulled away. 

Woody watched until the bus turned the corner and was out of sight. Then he turned around and looked at the other toys in Andys room. All clear! he announced. Andys off to school. 
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The toys gathered on the floor in the middle of the room, surrounding a long cardboard box. Andy had brought it home the night before. Woody climbed down from the desk and walked over to the box. Now, Woody said, lets get a look at whatever this is. 
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Woody flipped open the box flaps and looked inside. He saw several rubber tubes and a tall plastic stand. 

Whats in there? Slinky Dog asked. He nudged Woody and looked inside. 

Im not sure, Slink, Woody said. He pulled a piece of paper out of the box. After a couple of minutes he smiled. Its a rocket launcher, he said. 

 How far do you think it goes? Rex the dinosaur asked. 


Theres only one way to find out, Buzz Lightyear the space ranger replied. He started to lift pieces out of the box. 

Woody helped Buzz put the rocket together. When it was 
finished, Buzz said, Now, who wants to go first? 

I do! Jessie said as she jumped up and raised her hand. 


Buzz showed her what to do. There was a pump attached to the launch pad. Jessie stepped on the pump as hard as she could, and the rocket shot up into the air. It floated for a minute before landing lightly on Andys desk. 

Cool, said Hamm the piggy bank. Can I try? 

Sure, everyone can try, Woody said. He climbed up onto the desk and pushed the rocket off. 

When it was all set up again, Hamm stomped on the pump. Whoosh! The rocket shot all the way across the room. 
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 Look at that, said Rex. The harder you stomp, the farther it goes.

 Soon all the toys wanted to see how far each of them could make the rocket fly.

 Buzz and Woody helped set up the rocket for each toy and then measured the distance the rocket flew with the string from a yo-yo. Some toys launched the rocket straight up in the air, while others aimed for the desktop or the door to Andys room. 

Looks like we have a tie, said Buzz after all the toys had taken a turn. 

Yep, Woody agreed. Hamm and Slink both made it all the way to Andys door. 

We need a tiebreaker! Jessie said. 

Thats a great idea, Woody replied. He helped Buzz set up the rocket, then they turned to face the other toys. 

What about best out of three? Rex offered. 

Thatll take too long, Jessie said. She was eager to see who the winner would be. 

We could do one final stomp, Buzz suggested. That puts the pressure on Slink and Hamm. 
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Thats okay, said Slinky Dog. 

Yeah, agreed Hamm. One more stomp sounds good to me. 

 Woody held his hands behind his back. Slinky Dog and 
Hamm had to guess how many fingers he was holding up to see 
who would go first. Slinky picked five and Hamm guessed three. 


Five is right! Slinky goes first, Woody said, holding up his wide-open hand. 

Slinky Dog walked over to the rocket. He stretched his body and rolled his head from side to side to loosen up. When he was ready, he nodded to Buzz. 

Okay, Buzz announced to all the toys. This is it, the big stomp. Slinky and Hamm will each try to launch the rocket as far as they can by stomping on the pump. They only get one try. Whoevers rocket flies the farthest is the winner. 

The other toys fell silent as they watched Slinky Dog step up to the pump. Slinky lifted his front paw. Grr, he said as he pushed down on the pump as hard as he could. The rocket didnt move. 
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Slinky Dog looked at the rocket sitting on its stand. What happened? he asked. 

I dont know, Slink, Buzz said as he walked around the rocket. It looks like its all set up correctly. I dont know why it didnt move. 

Maybe Slinky should try again, Rex suggested. 
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Or Hamm could
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