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Psalms 71:20 — "Though you have made
me see troubles, many and bitter, you will restore my life again;
from the depths of the Earth you will again bring me
up." (NIV)

Many of us
have challenges that bring frustration or despair. We carry these
feelings around them causing additional miseries and
misfortune.

It doesn't
have to be that way. This is my story. A story about faith and
obedience, and a story of promises kept and a shower of blessings.
Perhaps this will change our outlook and attitude toward challenges
in life and bring you your own shower of blessings.

Back in 1986,
I worked for an instrumentation contractor where I learned the
skills and knowledge that would prepare me for a better future. The
company was small and there were never more than seven employees at
a time. I was single back then but in 1989, I met my future wife
whom I married in 1993. That year started out well enough and my
wife and I planned to start our family the following year. Trouble,
however, was brewing.

Around July of
that year, there were delays in our client's payments and,
consequently, our salaries were also delayed. By August, the
projects had dried up and, at the end of September, we received our
last salaries for the year.

My wife and I
were fortunate. We were staying with one of my aunts who let us
stay in her house without any rent and share in her food. Still,
having no money is a depressing situation for anyone though we kept
up our spirits in spite of it.

We still
reported for work because the company gave us an allowance that
allowed us to come to work even though there was none. For the next
three months, however, there was nothing.

With thoughts
of having children by next year, we had to think of getting a job
that paid better than what we were receiving at the time. My salary
was well above the minimum but that meant nothing since I was not
getting anything at the moment.

So, my wife
and I started praying to God for something better. We prayed that I
would get a job that would pay handsomely; enough to buy our own
house, live comfortably, and allow us to send our children to good
schools. Speaking of children, we also requested to have two, one
boy and one girl.

I have to
mention that we promised God we would be faithful with our tithes.
Even though we were already doing it, we promised that if we
received our back wages, we would pay our tithes as He
commanded.

I began
sending off applications on the mail. For the next three months,
after a series of interviews and tests, I had offers from four
companies but all of them gave a much lower offer than what I was
already receiving. Since we had asked God for a job that paid
handsomely, these four companies couldn’t be what God intended for
us, so I rejected their offers.

On the 30th of
December, our company's clients finally paid their bills and we
received our salaries, all three months of it. Remembering our
promise, we set aside our tithes and put it into the little envelop
in church the following Sunday. The date was January 2, 1994.

That day
happened to be the church's anniversary and there was to be a
little party after the service. The elders also had a little
surprise for the members. Underneath each chair was a slip of paper
containing Bible verses. Whoever got the Bible verse that was the
topic for that day, that member would receive a door prize.

We all stood
up and reached under our chairs. I took out the slip of paper and
opened it. It would have been nice to get the prize but I didn't,
my verse wasn't the winning verse. What I got was a whole lot
better. I got a personal letter from God.

My verse was
Malachi 3:10

"Bring the whole tithe into my
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in
this," says the Lord Almighty,
"and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and shower you with so much blessings that
there will not be room enough to store it."

 

Having just
given our tithes, it seemed to us that God had given us a
message:

"I have received your tithes so get ready to receive your
blessings."

We
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