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			Welcome to Foam Decor!
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			You are about to embark on a creative journey that is going to awaken ideas you never knew were there! In the age of reproduction antiques, I thought it would be great to make my own treasures. I decided to see what I could do with craft foam and have developed the concept into Foam Décor. Today, we want to be surrounded by antiquity, but many of us cannot afford to invest in reproductions, not to mention the actual antiques. Foam Décor allows you to create elegant surroundings with very little money.

			Another thing that prompted me to create Foam Décor is the fact that I do not have a salvage yard in my area. So many times our favorite television shows send us to salvage yards to find fabulous finds, but some of us have no place to go! Even if you do have someplace in your area, perhaps you do not have the time to dig around, haggle, and then clean up that wonderful bargain.

			Foam Décor is empowering. You will feel at ease creating new projects because you are only working with foam. It is easily and inexpensively replaced. Since foam is easily cut, it makes learning how to use tools simple! I hope you will feel a tremendous amount of gratification once you complete these projects.

			So let's get started! Although the entire book may be completed by nearly any skill level, I have color coded the projects to help ease you into the various techniques. Have fun! And relax … it is only foam!

			COLOR KEY

			Level 1

			Level 2

			Level 3

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			
			Tools and Techniques
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			There are three steps to creating foam décor: cutting (and/or T carving), covering (the foam), and finishing (faux painting). One of the greatest things about creating foam décor is that getting started does not require a huge monetary investment. You may choose to use the simple hand tools shown, or invest in the rotary and heated tools. Please keep in mind that the rotary and heated tools will save a lot of time if you plan to try many of the projects throughout the book. Throughout this book, I will list the most time saving tool(s) in each materials list.

			Types of Foam

			Foam Décor projects may be composed of any type of foam! If it is foam, consider using it. Several types of foam options are pictured.
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			There are a number of shapes and sizes of craft foam.
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			Exterior insulation foam is excellent for large-scale projects.
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			Kid's craft foam can work in some cases. However, keep in mind that you cannot easily cover it with joint compound. It is too thin and flexible for the projects in this book.
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			Basement insulation foam is another foam décor option. It is similar to packaging foam.
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			This flexible foam on a roll is normally used to insulate sills.
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			Even foam cups can be made into elegant creations. We will use these to make garden lighting. Not only can you punch designs into them, but you can also create wonderful embossed designs by simply drawing on these cups with a pen!

			Cutting Tools

			When cutting through craft foam, use your imagination. An obvious choice may be a kitchen knife. Some less obvious, but still simple to use, tools include a coping saw or a creative heat tool.
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			Use small-tooth knives from the kitchen or purchase a foam knife from the craft store.

			[image: illustration] SERRATED KNIFE

			The best knives for cutting foam have small teeth. Find them in your kitchen or at craft and home improvement stores.
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			Use a PVC pipe saw for long straight cuts.

			[image: illustration] PVC PIPE SAW

			This tool is typically used to cut PVC pipe. It has small teeth, making it excellent for foam. Smaller teeth on a cutting tool create a smoother cut. We will use this tool to score long, straight lines with the aid of a ruler. This saw is also great for cutting away large areas quickly. While using the pipe saw, make single cuts to score the foam, then gently break it over the table edge.
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			A pull saw is a good alternative to a coping saw. The lightweight flexible blade works around curves nicely. Try both tools and decide which is most comfortable for you.
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			This tool is found at home stores and has a flexible blade. You may use this saw in place of a coping saw. Try the various cutting tools to see what you feel most comfortable with.
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The coping saw is a classic tool used to cut curving shapes and to get through thick pieces of foam.

			[image: illustration] COPING SAW

			The coping saw is great for cutting curved shapes through 1″ to 2″ thick foam. A disadvantage of this tool is that it can only be used to cut around the outer edges of a piece. This tool is easy to use. Just be sure to cut in an up and down motion versus allowing the blade to lean.
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A jigsaw saves time and gives the cleanest cuts. It can be used to do inside cutwork and just to cut through thick foam.
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			A jigsaw is a true timesaver once you get used to the speed. It may be used when a coping saw is called for. This tool is wonderful for thick foam, up to 2″. Not only can it cut the outside shapes from straight to curvy, but it can also be used to cut inside the foam such as in the Weathered Crackle Window located in the last project chapter. Be sure to choose a blade that has small teeth and is long enough to poke through the back of your foam piece.

			To work with the jigsaw, always keep the tool over the edge of the worktable. You do not want to cut the table! Insert the blade through the foam. You do not need to turn on the saw yet. Next, press the trigger and let the blade work through the foam. The key to getting the smoothest cuts is to hold the foam steady on the work surface. Be sure to always hold the blade upright. This is easily accomplished by holding the foot of the tool flat on the foam. Always keep an eye ahead for where the blade needs to go next. Keep your hands away from the blade at all times. A jigsaw does not turn sharp corners. Continue around the corners just to cut away the bulk of the foam. Next, go back after the large area is cut away and cut toward the corner from one direction, then the other.
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			The heat tool is the most valuable tool if you plan to do a lot of foam décor projects. The heat allows the bits to glide through foam. The knife blade and straight blunt tip are used most often.

			[image: illustration] HOT MULTI-TIPPED TOOL

			Look for a tool that comes with interchangeable tips. For foam projects, look specifically for a knife blade tip and a straight tip (soldering tip). When plugged in, the tool heats up to several hundred degrees. The heat enables the tips to glide through craft foam. Most often, you will use this tool on 1/2″ thick craft foam sheets, but it can be used to score 1″ thick material. You may also to use this tool for soldering, wood burning, and more! It has become indispensable to me when working on foam décor.

			Become a foam cutting pro in no time! Keep these tips in mind when using the heat tool.

			For ½″ thick foam:

			It is helpful to raise the sheet of foam by placing it on blocks. This will enable you to glide through the foam with ease while protecting your work surface. Position the blocks so that the area to be cut is between them. The blocks will help support the foam.

			Practice cutting on the scrap areas of the sheet of foam. Cut straight through the foam rather than allowing the tool to tip at a 45º angle like a pencil. Notice how the foam continues to burn slightly after the blade passes through. Keep this in mind when cutting.

			Do not try to cut tight areas in one pass of the blade. Glide the blade through one side, then re-insert from another angle to make the cut.

			Take care when cutting around the outside. The piece will become somewhat fragile. If you happen to break the foam, it is easily fixed with a little glue and a toothpick. Break the toothpick in half. Dip it in glue and insert the glued end into one side of the foam to be joined. Apply glue to the other end of the toothpick and attach the other piece of foam. Your repair will be disguised in the finishing stages!

			If you cut too fast, foam will build up on the blade and this will cause it to drag and catch on the foam, creating rough cuts. Pull the blade out of the foam and scrape away the buildup with a knife. Continue cutting a bit slower.

			For cutting 1″ thick foam:

			All of the previous tips apply to cutting
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			Covering Foam with Joint Compound

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			Covering Foam with Foam Finish™

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			Covering Foam with Grout

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			SANDING FOAM
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			Additional Tools and Techniques
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