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The matter whereof SOLOMONS Temple was built, was of three sorts, stones, wood, and metals [...] The matter of wisedomes Temple shall be supplyed out of the store of three sorts of principles, Sense, Reason, and divine Revelation.

Comenius, 1642





Let Masonry use the pen and the printing-press in the free State against the Demagogue; in the Despotism against the Tyrant.

Albert Pike
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Foreword
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Freemasonry is the largest and oldest fraternity in the world, but it is hidden under a veil of misguided secrecy. There is much about the fraternity that even its members do not know. Its history is obfuscated by many manufactured origin myths, but it certainly has existed from the 16th century, and was first organized into national bodies in the 18th. Masons meet to act out ancient morality plays, for their own edification and for that of their new initiates, along the way involving themselves in other aspects of improving the human condition for all people.

It may seem like a monolithic organization that is unchanging, but the reality is that it has taken many forms at different times and in different places. While [almost] always dedicated to self-improvement, it has expressed this in a multitude of ways, from esoteric meditation to community charity, and even to political involvement. Unless one travels widely, one often thinks that all Masons do exactly what the brethren in one’s own district do. And that we do the same things now as we did since time immemorial. Neither is the case.

Worshipful Brother Horváth grew up in Transylvania, an area of the world that has historically been part of several kingdoms, countries, and empires, and therefore has been exposed to many ways of being. He worked as a teacher, a journalist, and a translator. Fluent in four languages, he brings to the study of Freemasonry, a curiosity about the language used, and what the brethren of the past understood by it. And he challenges us to think about our ritual and what it means – in terms of our practice, our polity, and our philosophy.

Brother Horváth was initiated in Freemasonry in the “regular and perfect lodge Egyenlőség” (=Equality), under the Symbolic Grand Lodge of Hungary. In Ontario, Canada, he affiliated with the Electric Lodge, serving as Worshipful Master from 2018 to 2022. He is also a founding member of Templum Lucis Lodge, the second Observant Lodge formed in Ontario. Observant lodges strive to give candidates and members an impactful experience by promoting excellent ritual, frequent and in-depth education, and a full festive board.

One of my mentors, M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels, used to say, “As free-thinking or Speculative Masons, I cannot tell you how to think, nor can I tell you what to think, but hopefully I can give you something to think about.” In this provocative little book, W. Bro. Horváth has also accomplished that worthy goal.

David J. Cameron
Past Grand Master
The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario
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It is important to approach this book and its weekly thoughts offered to the reader as a very private mental exercise: just you, the reader, and your thoughts looking into your soul. Otherwise, the whole idea is in vain. The author hopes that each week focusing on one single topic or idea or fact... would help you to clear your mind and contemplate what that week’s topic means for the reader. 

This exercise is a lonely activity, akin to meditation when your soul and mind are connected with the Universe. We can and should be as sincere with ourselves as possible. Cheating ourselves is not worthy of a Mason. For some questions, the reader might already have an answer or be able to find one easily. For some other topics, the reader may need a week to contemplate before arriving at a conclusion.

Although – and this is extremely important – nobody is giving you a task, like you had to prepare your homework in school. You don’t have to come up with an “answer”. Just as we say about Freemasonry: the important thing is the journey, the road we travel mentally in order to explore our inner self. Look into the “inner chamber” of your mind and heart! That’s where your answers are...

Even if we don’t admit it publicly, confronting our own ideas, fears, and doubts could be the most difficult enterprise in the world. Just as is questioning our own dominant convictions that we’ve considered as a “given” for a long time. Try to read this book with an open but questioning mind: you can agree with the ideas in it, or you may even feel outrage if it contradicts your opinions. The important thing is to ponder what you read and add your own thoughts.

As practical advice, it is suggested that you read one chapter, and think about it during the following days and, after a week, read another part. And the next week, another one... Of course, one can just sit down on a quiet afternoon or a long evening and read the entire book in one sitting. But even if you do that, it is worth returning to the individual chapters, one at a time, as a daily advancement.

With brotherly love to my fellow Masons and everyone else interested in learning more.

The author
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The author acknowledges that their home is located on/in territoire traditionnel des peuples Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Attiwonderonk et de la Première nation des Mississaugas du Crédit. Ce territoire est couvert par le Traité 3. Today, this place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work, live, and play together on this land.
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I am grateful to all those Masonic and non-Masonic authors who published so many thought-provoking writings that inspired my humble attempt to offer a small practical guidebook to my brothers to serve as a companion for their daily advancement and weekly contemplations.

Many people, Masons, and non-Masons, did read my manuscript in making and provided extremely useful feedback and valuable suggestions. Stefan Streitferdt was the first to read the articles as drafts, and I am grateful for his insights and patient help, and the very much needed corrections. Joel Simkin reviewed the language, and I am thankful for his delicate approach and balancing to keep my unusual style yet make it palatable for the readers.

The Virtual Order of Sapere Aude (VOOSA) and its host, David Chichinadze, were instrumental in pushing me to write several presentations for their international audience, and the comments of my educated brothers inspired more articles and encouraged me to continue the work. A planned project with Duncan Burden planted the seed for many topics discussed in this book.

Among the first readers of the draft were also: Milan Čobanov, Edward F. Dunsmore, Dale Graham, Allison Growling, Mark Kikot, Matthew Maennling, Obinna Onyewuchi, John Raso, Tom Wills, Aaron Smith, Michael Wood, (Ontario), Taylor Nauta (Louisiana), Josef Schreiner, Mark Walton (Hungary), Alan D. Rudland (Scotland), Cameron M. Bailey (Washington), Matthew Shelton (Michigan), and their time and feedback have provided invaluable contributions towards the manuscript’s improvement, and I extend my thanks. The author of the Foreword, David J. Cameron, not only was among the first readers but volunteered to help making this book better.

Before I even dared to think about writing a book on this continent, two members of my first Canadian lodge—Electric No.495, the stepmother lodge—Peter Mouriopoulos and William (Bill) Millar mentored me in learning how the Craft operates on this continent, and they also read, years ago, my very first attempt at a Masonic essay, providing great feedback and encouragement, and those times were not forgotten.

I am worried that I missed acknowledging everyone who supported me to get to where I am now. With due apologies, I feel grateful for the time we spent together, for the stimulating discussions, and sharing thoughts.

Cover Image Credits

The book cover image is originally from the book Studium universalis by Valentin Weigel (1533-1588) and has been copied and coloured many times over the centuries. Weigel was a village preacher, but secretly wrote spiritual texts that were not published until after his death. Although the authorities banned his writings, their influence was far-reaching. 

The three large spheres refer to the concept of ‘three principles’ in the cosmos - light, darkness, and nature. The ‘tree of the soul’ is also depicted, according to this idea, our “tree of the soul” can blossom and produce good “fruits” only by divine help (the hand reaching from heaven).
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1 Morals and politics
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Masons often speak from their high horse of their perceived moral superiority as Craft members – yet carefully avoid voicing their opposition to governments that commit immoral acts.

How far can the “ban” go (regarding the discussion of politicks and religion) in the lodge – and beyond – to suppress the moral obligation of every human being, especially ethical men, of standing up for those values they confess to cherish and honour?

While certainly the transformation of Masonic lodges into political debate clubs or similar institutions is not preferred (it’s one of those axioms that never get questioned, but accepted, allegedly from time immemorial...), the larger issue of civic duties rarely is considered. The conflict between what we could call the internal moral standards, and the imposed rules of behaviour, putting external ethical limits on the expression of internal moral values – doesn’t seem to clash in our institution. We look at it as something natural or given – nothing there to question.

We developed the comfortable stance that we let courts, judges, or politicians define what is, or should be, considered the “correct” way to behave, speak, and think; and somehow, in a mysterious way, we attempt to internalize it as a moral guide, which from that point on cannot be questioned or challenged, since that would go against the accepted framework of the discourse in the public sphere.

Masons promise to be law-abiding citizens (subjects, for monarchists) of the land and to obey the government. They also promise to adhere to the noble ideals and moral values they learn and teach in the lodges. We must really think the world is an ideal place – since the possibility of conflicts between obedience and sticking to internal norms never comes up in our discussions.
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2 On landmarks
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The Book of Constitution of my present jurisdiction (Grand Lodge of A.F.&A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario) refers to the “Landmarks” in three places in its text: page 29 twice; p. 136 once. Yet, there is not (nor has there ever been) a published list of the “Ancient Landmarks” that our Grand Lodge would consider the ultimate and definitive list. In plain English, the Grand Lodge of Ontario doesn’t have a “list of landmarks” even if we acknowledge their existence and we refer to them.

Incidentally, the Book of Constitutions – Craft Rules of the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) does not contain a list of said landmarks either, even though it mentions them (the Antient) Landmarks seven [7] times. Only the requirement of belief in a Supreme Being is expressly mentioned as an “essential Landmark of the Order”.

Should we assume that these two Grand Lodges don’t respect the Antient Landmarks because they didn’t list them in a document? Since we are discussing an institution with well-known English (British) roots, it may seem obvious to draw parallels between the unwritten (uncodified) character of the English constitution and their unwritten Antient Landmarks. Or would that be too big a stretch? I don’t think so. Legal systems may differ considerably, and the lack or existence of a certain type of documents is due to historical developments, and don’t presume superiority or inferiority. Any Canadian resident can witness this daily: besides the provinces (equivalent of states elsewhere) using the English type of Common Law, we also have Québec with its own legislation based on the Code Napoléon.

As a side note, though related: even the Basic Principles for recognition of foreign grand lodges have been “written” and were published only in 1929, never before. (They have been modified since then, at least on two occasions... that much for the commonplace “from time immemorial”.)

Albert Mackey was an educated, intelligent man, a benevolent graphomaniac. But a graphomaniac, nonetheless. He wrote a lot, and at that time his works were considered the best by the standards of that era. But that was more than one and a half centuries ago! We should review his entire Masonic literature and analyze it by comparing it to the latest research. Unfortunately, too often he is revered with a total lack of criticism, and his opinions quoted with the medieval mantra: “magister dixit” ​[1] . Attempts to revise his widely accepted assumptions are heavily resisted by the general Masonic population.

Mackey is also a product of his land. American Masonry developed in ways that differ from Masonry in England, or even in Canada, and as Henry W. Coil describes it so fittingly, during the 19th century it became extremely focused on legislating itself with ideas borrowed from the civil and criminal law of the emerging American states. Nowhere else in the world did Freemasonry become so “legislated”, i.e. regulated as in the jurisdictions of the USA. Even today we have – internationally – several “rules” like the American doctrine of “one land, one grand lodge”. A convenient tool to make the Prince Hall lodges “irregular”...

In the fervent era of the 19th century, American Freemasonry produced a large number of authors of impressive tomes and works. However, we must keep in mind that in the past 50-60 years or so, an abundant body of new research emerged, documents have resurfaced and have been published, new interpretations developed, and academia finally started to study our Craft with the professional interest it deserves. 

In spite of all these developments, there is still a strong tendency among Masons to quote and refer to only 19th century “dusty” authors, as if time stopped there for them. Most of the time, just pointing to Mackey’s 25 landmarks immediately provokes the debate: because Oliver listed 40 landmarks, Pound 7, West Virginia 7, New Jersey 10, Nevada 39, and Kentucky 54. Other bodies have a shorter or longer list...

The data in the previous paragraph demonstrate that no Masonic jurisdiction can be judged by the number of codified landmarks in their documents.

Most of those rules should pertain to the so-called regularity of the Masonic bodies – lodges and, especially, Grand Lodges – rather than to the individual Mason’s moral uprightness. Because no matter how many rules and regulations we codify in a “constitution”, the quality of Freemasonry in any given jurisdiction will depend on how much those external rules are interiorized by each member. True, it is difficult to “measure”. Maybe that’s why nobody wants to talk about it. Instead, we compose and list rules, and we focus on the adherence to the letter of those rules, while having difficulty understanding and living by the spirit of Masonic “law”.
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3 The prime lessons of the prime numbers
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We all learn in school what the prime numbers are. And then we immediately forget it – unless mathematics becomes our field of work. Later, some of us become Masons, so we have another encounter with those strange (natural) numbers that cannot be divided by anything else but 1 and themselves. 2 is also a prime number, although nobody pays attention to it. And the following prime numbers in sequence are 3, 5, 7...

Every Mason is familiar with those numbers – they are omnipresent in our rituals and allegorical stories that are used to teach us ethical lessons. There is even a nasty joke stating that Freemasons do everything three times to which the young wife concludes with disappointment that her husband is not a Mason. As it happens with many words, ideas, and elements of our rituals, we are prone to think that they are “masonic inventions”, and we are shocked when we discover that they are used by many other people as well.

Looking back on the intellectual history of mankind, it seems obvious that as soon as our ancestors figured out how to count, the fascination with prime numbers started. And beginning with the early mythical oral traditions, these numbers took a central place in our stories. They are found in pagan myths, in the biblical narrative, and also in fairy tales and popular legends. Three goddesses competed for the golden apple (of discord) in Greek mythology; Snow White met with seven dwarfs; King Lear had three daughters, and we all have five
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