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Dedication

Here’s to those who believe in beauty and the astounding power of love—the couples joining their hearts and lives together, and the artists, professionals, and innovators who live to help them celebrate.
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INTRODUCTION

Lucky you! You&rsquo;re in love and you&rsquo;re getting married! We know without a doubt that your wedding will be unlike any other event you&rsquo;ll ever host again: more romantic, more personal, and much more complicated to plan. You&rsquo;ll soon walk down the aisle, speak your vows for all to witness, seal your promise with a kiss, and celebrate the great love and commitment in your heart, but with all the guests to consider and the details to organize, it may be quite a big undertaking to get from &ldquo;I will &ldquo;to&rdquo; do.&rdquo;Our goal with this book is to help you make your wedding, as well as your wedding planning, one of the most fun and rewarding projects of your life.

Since the three of us first met in fine art school over a decade ago, we&rsquo;ve had the pleasure of collaborating on dozens of creative projects and photographing hundreds of weddings. We&rsquo;ve helped brides into their dresses, pinned on countless boutonnieres, and acted as counselors, cheerleaders, confidants, and consultants. We&rsquo;ve cried during ceremonies, laughed during speeches, and toasted to the beautiful days ahead. We&rsquo;ve bustled dresses galore and explained how to cut a wedding cake more times than we can possibly remember, and at every wedding we&rsquo;ve marveled at the uniquely touching expression of love that each celebration is. Every bride glows and radiates her own special beauty, and every groom transforms into a husband that adores his wife as only he can.

[image: image]

Along our way, we became increasingly passionate about the aspects of wedding planning that reach beyond the photography. The emotional and logistical nuances that make an event successful captured our imaginations, and we turned our attention to learning everything we could about the entire wedding planning process. Over the years we&rsquo;ve listened carefully to thousands of brides, guests, and wedding professionals about what works and what causes challenges in the wedding planning process. As photographers we&rsquo;ve had the unique opportunity to observe each wedding as it unfolds, from the time we are hired on as one of the first members of the team, all the way through to the end of the wedding day itself. Now as the owners and editors of the popular wedding planning Web site Junebug Weddings.com, we work with and recommend leading professionals from all over the country and we connect with brides from every corner of the world.

[image: image]

Through it all, the most important thing we&rsquo;ve learned is that every bride and groom and every family is totally unique, and what all of our advice comes down to in the end is to be true to yourself. Although others may have invaluable contributions to make, your wedding is a reflection of you and your love. Not your mother&rsquo;s, not your best friend&rsquo;s, and not that of the celebrity you read about in that magazine. Your personalities and how perfectly they complement each other are what your guests will be there to celebrate, so let them shine! The fun and focus of planning your wedding should be finding all those special little ways to communicate your values, your passions, and your love&rsquo;s uniqueness. Your ceremony, your fashion, your invitation wording, your music, it&rsquo;s all a little piece of you. If you can discover your own wedding style that authentically represents you, then you&rsquo;re destined to create an extraordinary celebration. Rest assured that all the logistical advice you need is readily available and we&rsquo;re here to help.

Throughout this book w&eacute;ll encourage you to first and foremost keep a positive attitude. With the right mix of careful organization, flexibility, proper etiquette, and good humor, you&rsquo;ll sail through all the important decisions you need to make and achieve the goals you&rsquo;re after. Well help you discover your dreams and expectations, w&eacute;ll give you tips on how to gracefully respond to the abundant and well-meaning advice of close friends and family members without rufiling feathers, and w&eacute;ll share loads of useful wedding information on everything from invitation etiquette to how to make and maintain a budget that works for you.

Our goal is to support you on your journey, so starting with Chapter 1, w&eacute;ll help you prioritize your ideas and define your personal wedding style as a couple, so that you can discover ways to uniquely express it. In Chapter 2 we'll show you how to find the right tools to get started, maintain a budget, and stay organized, and w&eacute;ll give you a step by step schedule so you can make it all happen with plenty of time left over to relax and rejoice on your wedding day. In Chapter 3 w&eacute;ll teach you the basics of diamonds and ring styles and help you find a wedding ring that you&rsquo;ll be happy to wear for the rest of your life. Chapters 4 and 5 will help you find the perfect location for your event and inspire you to spread the word about your wedding with creativity and style. Chapter 6 is focused on the special role of the bride, and Chapter 7 is all about the responsibilities of the groom and the fun and unique ways he can get involved in the wedding planning process. In Chapters 8 through 19 w&eacute;ll share everything we know about the different aspects of planning a one-of-a-kind wedding with help from all the right professionals, and finally, in our Resources section, w&eacute;ll provide you with a multitude of informative links so you can use this book in conjunction with the Internet and find additional tools, advice, and recommendations that may relate to your specific interests.

This book was created in a highly visual format to show off what makes weddings beautiful and to spark your imagination. The images come from some of the world&rsquo;s leading wedding photographers. Some were taken in the studio, and many were taken at real weddings much like the one you&rsquo;re planning. We hope these photos will inform and inspire you!
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The text was written to encourage you to have your wedding, your way, and to help ensure that when it&rsquo;s all over you&rsquo;ll have fond memories and zero regrets. Each chapter has color-coded tabs to make specific information easy to find and each page is full of practical information, as well as inspirational ideas.

You may read this book cover to cover or refer to relevant chapters or spreads as needed. We suggest you begin with Chapters 1 and 2 to get off on the right foot and then choose the topics you&rsquo;re most interested in from there. You&rsquo;ll notice that some pages have sidebars, which showcase helpful advice that&rsquo;s also color-coded for ease of use. Here&rsquo;s how they work:

Make it easy: Simple tools, techniques, and how-to advice

Zoom: Detailed information, definitions, and facts

Red light: Decisions you may want to stop and give some extra thought to

Yellow light: Simple rules of etiquette to help guide you on your way

Green light: Great ideas and ecofriendly wedding practices

Handwritten notes: A little extra information about the ideas illustrated in the photos

We wish you all the best in your wedding planning journey, and to further ensure your success, we hope you&rsquo;ll visit our Web site, JunebugWeddings.com. There you&rsquo;ll find an array of helpful wedding planning articles, inspiration, and advice. We have recommendations of the best wedding professionals, a blog that features new products and ideas daily, fashion reports showcasing the latest bridal trends, a library of gorgeous real weddings from around the world, and groom-bug, an informative section just for the guys. We know your wedding will be a one-of-a-kind celebration that&rsquo;s totally you, and we&rsquo;re thrilled and honored to lend our support.
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YOUR WEDDING, YOUR WAY

Stress-free wedding planning tips to help you have your cake and eat it, too!

There are millions of ways to creatively express your love and celebrate your marriage. Finding your own way can be one of the most rewarding things about wedding planning— and one of the most challenging. You want to hang on to the euphoria you felt when you first got engaged without having it turn into worries about planning your wedding. So before you begin to make the many choices that will make your big day unique, stop and spend some special time with your partner, focusing on these simple steps to stress-free wedding planning.

Congratulations, You’re Engaged!
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You said “Yes!” You’ve made a commitment to spend the rest of your lives together. Revel in the reality of how lucky you are before you begin making plans.



	
Say “l love you” and count the ways. Let your partner know that you’re thrilled to be getting married and share all the reasons you think this is the best decision for your life. It will do you both good to hear it.







Step one: Share your dreams and expectations of what it means to have a wedding. Talk about the people and traditions you want to honor and the things you’re looking forward to.

Share Your Dreams
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Really listen and share to find out what’s important to you and the one you love.



	
Chances are you’ll be delighted, surprised, and occasionally challenged by what you find out, so stay curious and open-minded.



	
Share some stories about weddings you’ve attended. Focus on the elements that made each of them unique. What parts did you appreciate and find really special, and what parts didn’t you personally connect with?







Step two: Make a top-ten list that emphasizes what each of you considers most important about your wedding day. Then share your lists with each other. Understanding each other’s dreams will help you make decisions you’ll feel good about when you get married and throughout your years together.

Step three: Once you have your priorities set, decide on a wedding date and whom you want to tell about your engagement and when to tell them. Consider making your announcement special by hosting an engagement party, sharing it at a family event, or putting it in the paper or on a Web site.

Share Your Good News
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The hustle and bustle of wedding planning is on its way, so be sure to savor the romance of the moment and celebrate this big step together.



	
Agree on a plan for sharing your news before you start.



	
Tell both sets of parents at the same time and before anyone else. Hearing the big news directly from you will be important to them.



	
Share your news with family, close friends, and acquaintances—in that order.







Step four: Last but not least, have fun finding ways to celebrate your preferences, your backgrounds, and your differences. Use your love and imagination to find new ways to work together. Remember: The partnering skills you’ll learn while planning your wedding will be a gift you’ll both be grateful for as you share your lives together.

Celebrate for Years to Come
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Start living your vows now. Take advantage of opportunities to demonstrate the commitment “for better or worse, for richer or poorer” as you plan your wedding.



	
Make keeping perspective a family tradition. Give your wedding the weight it deserves without getting weighed down by it.



	
Make a pact to keep your romance alive now and forever, no matter how busy you get. Designate at least one night a week as “date night” and give your partner your undivided attention.







EXPRESSING YOUR PERSONAL STYLE

Show off what makes your relationship special and have a wedding that’s totally you

Far and away the hottest trend in wedding planning today is personalization. With a huge array of fabulous choices available to you, both online and where you live, it’s never been easier or more fun to make a personal wedding style statement. So don’t be shy. Go ahead and join the crowd of happy couples who are personalizing their weddings, and making new traditions of their own. Start with what makes you tick. You both know what you love, from your favorite music to your favorite dessert, and if you’ve already made your top-ten priority list, you know what’s most important to you both.

Personalize It
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These days no two weddings are the same. Each couple’s celebration is a unique expression of their sense of style and their ties to family, friends, and faith.



	
Your wedding will offer you a fabulous opportunity for creative expression, so have fun indulging your artistic side and create a wedding that will have everyone saying, “That was just so them!”



	
Nearly any part of your wedding can be personalized. Have fun making it all your own.







Transforming your likes and loves into decisions is a creative process that will help you discover more about who you are as a couple and allow you to create a wedding day like no other. Are you envisioning a classic ceremony or an alternative exchange of vows? Do you want a formal reception or a casual affair? Will your guest list consist of your closest friends and family, or do you want to celebrate with everyone you care about, from your kindergarten teacher to your favorite barista? Once you’ve answered the basic questions that provide a foundation for your wedding plans, focus on what makes you unique in the world: the people, places, and passions that you hold most dear. Have you loved the saxophone since second grade? Then by all means get a jazz band for your reception. Are your best friends all from college? Then ask them all to be part of your wedding party. No matter what decisions you ultimately make, remember that you’ve already made the most important one: You’re getting married. The rest is simply icing on the cake.

Play Up Your Passions
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Divide up responsibilities based on passion. If you love flowers and he’s crazy about music, then enjoy choosing your bouquets and floral arrangements while he hires the DJ and ceremony musicians.



	
Start with trying to fit as many things from your top-ten list into your wedding plan as possible, then when you run into practical obstacles, see how many things you can let go.



	
Inspiration can come from anywhere; find it in all parts of your lives.







Work as a Team
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Remember that diversity makes life rich. Look for ways to incorporate your families and your backgrounds into your wedding.



	
Have fun playing up your differences in creative ways rather than viewing them as obstacles. These are the things that make you unique.



	
Help each other keep perspective about the things you really want. Consider which things on your priority list are important to you emotionally and which are items you could do without.







Enjoy the Process
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Although it may seem counterintuitive, try not to compromise too much. If you love carrot cake and he loves chocolate, or if you love jazz and he loves rock and roll, there’s plenty of room for you both to have what you want.



	
Enjoy the time you get to spend together during your wedding planning process and don’t let long to-do lists get in the way of quality time spent side by side.







CLASSIC STYLE

Chic, classic styles honor important traditions while making an elegant statement

Are you inspired by the refined, ladylike looks of Grace Kelly and Audrey Hepburn? Are you perfectly at home sipping champagne in the back of a stretch limousine? Do you adore the idea of kicking up your shiny high heels on a dance floor full of black ties, tuxes, and tails? Then you probably have a classic sense of style, and a traditional, elegant wedding is what you’re looking for. To show off your good taste, choose timeless designs and formal fashions that make a classic style statement, then polish off your planning by weaving together each element to evoke an aura of sophistication. For a wedding full of time-honored tradition, choose your church, synagogue, or mosque for your ceremony, followed up by a swanky reception at a glittering hotel ballroom or sprawling historic mansion. Opt for Old English fonts on your engraved invitations and have silk ribbons woven tightly around your bridal bouquet. Wear your hair in a chignon or an elegant up do. Top off your look with a tiara or full-length veil and make your way down the aisle in a white wedding dress that will leave your guests breathless.

Stand on Tradition
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Classic events should begin with a formal invitation printed on linen or cotton stationery and sent in a hand-addressed envelope.



	
A religious ceremony held at your house of worship is the most traditional choice for a wedding.



	
Having your father walk you down the aisle and dance with you after your first dance is a respectful touch that still solicits tears, sighs, and warm hearts from all ages of wedding guests.







Dress to Impress
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Dress is “black tie” or “very black tie” for formal events. If you want everyone to dress to impress, indicate the level of attire on your invitation.



	
A white dress worn with a fingertip-length or cathedral-length veil is still the choice of traditional brides. Romantic vintage fashions are a lovely classic alternative.



	
A formal tuxedo or morning suit, with cuff links, a silk tie, and shiny shoes, is still the look for grooms with classic style.







For a wedding that’s all about glamour, get married at your place of worship or consider having your ceremony and reception at the same location. Book the penthouse of a private club high above the city lights, or choose a favorite restaurant with a view of the harbor. Wear your hair in finger waves or comb it out perfectly straight and glossy to show off your A-line gown or silky sheath. Keep embellishments refined and to a minimum, and keep your color palette well-defined.

Pamper Your Guests
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Exceptional service is synonymous with swank soirees. Host a seated dinner, or a delicious buffet, with plenty of staff on hand to attend to your guests’ desires.



	
Kick your party off with a first dance that showcases your ballroom skills.



	
Pick a swing band, jazz quartet, or sophisticated DJ that naturally encourages couples to show off their own dancing skills as well.



	
A traditional champagne toast is a must for classic events.







Seize your chance to interpret what “classic” means to you. You’ll never have a better excuse to show off your style.

Add Elegant Accents
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A black-and-white color palette with metallic or bold color accents is always in fashion.



	
Choose calla lilies, orchids, or long-stemmed red roses and a multitiered white wedding cake to accentuate the romantic tradition.



	
Make your graceful exit in a limousine or vintage Rolls Royce.



	
If you think he’s into it, pause when you enter your wedding night bedroom and wait for him to carry you over the threshold.







CASUAL STYLE

Lovely, laid-back details create understated elegance and an atmosphere of easy entertaining

Semiformal and informal weddings relax the standards of tradition and take a more carefree approach to both etiquette and style. Casual celebrations give you permission to have fun with the rules, from the way you announce your engagement to where you hold your reception, without sacrificing meaningful traditions or your personal sense of style. Maybe you’ve been dreaming of walking down the aisle in a fairy-tale wedding dress ever since you were six years old, but the aisle you’ve dreamed of is a garden path lined with wildflowers. Maybe you’ve envisioned your ring bearer delivering your wedding bands on a favorite pillow from your childhood, but your ring bearer is your beloved black Lab or golden retriever puppy.

Relax the Rules
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Casual weddings begin with creative invitations, but remember that basic rules of etiquette still apply.



	
Semiformal ceremonies can take place anywhere you find beautiful or sacred, indoors or outdoors.



	
To create a lovely altar wherever you are, choose a floral arbor, a chuppah, or a decorated fabric pavilion.



	
Walk down the aisle with your dad, your best male friend, or all by yourself. A casual ceremony gives you room to interpret tradition.






Have Fun with Fashion
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Choose a comfortably fitting gown that makes you look and feel gorgeous. Wear a tea-length skirt or a dress with peek-a-boo tulle for a fun and feminine look.



	
Wear your hair gently pulled back and put a fresh fragrant flower behind your ear.



	
Suits in colors like dark blue and charcoal gray, or mix-and-match jackets and pants, are perfect for casual weddings.



	
Linen suits and dress shirts without ties look sharp on hot summer days.







Show off your romantic, casual style and embrace what inspires you: a special place, a favorite color scheme, or an overall theme that feels just right. Play up your love for the beach by getting married with your toes in the sand and holding a bouquet of exotic flowers, followed by a sunset reception complete with a steel drum band and seafood buffet. Celebrate your love for the country by tying the knot in an old-fashioned barn lit with antique chandeliers and filled with the sounds of a mandolin and fiddle.

Put Guests at Ease
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Loose bouquets for your ladies and floral headpieces for the little girls add a sweet casual touch.



	
Complementary colors like plum and saffron, chocolate and teal, and pink and lime green contrast beautifully in photographs.



	
Buffets full of yummy comfort foods and fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables are a hit with guests.



	
Cupcakes, chocolate fountains, and candy buffets are easy-to-serve desserts that both adults and kids will love.








YELLOW ● LIGHT

Keep in mind that whenever you relax the rules, a few eyebrows may be raised. Just follow simple rules of etiquette highlighted in yellow throughout this book to help guide you through the sometimes-delicate elements of wedding planning. Be thoughtful and gracious and you’re bound to have a celebration everyone will love.



Add Playful Accents
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Get whisked away in a vintage pickup truck, Mini Cooper, or sporty convertible. Leave the top down during your outdoor wedding and have guests leave their gifts inside.



	
Choose a creative guest book alternative like an instant-photo scrapbook or a bottle of champagne signed by all of your guests to enjoy on your one-year anniversary.



	
If your reception is a dance party that will run late into the night, serve your guests delicious late-night snacks before they head home.







ALTERNATIVE STYLE

Out-of-the-box ideas and creative accents combine to produce an unforgettable event

Green weddings, theme weddings, destination weddings, and DIY weddings are popping up everywhere, and they’re just a few of the alternative options available to you for your wedding day. Truly, when it comes to planning your wedding, there’s only one way to do it—and that’s your way. So go for it and have a wedding that’s authentically you!

Unique Weddings
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If you’re dreaming of it, there’s a way to incorporate it into your wedding.



	
If you look fabulous in it, then be daring and wear it. Alternative style embraces fashion and gives your inner diva room to shine.



	
Who says he can’t wear tennis shoes with his tux? Fashionable grooms make style work for them.



	
The sky is the limit—literally! Enthusiastic couples have had every kind of wedding, even jumping out of planes while saying “I do.”







Are you committed to lessening your carbon footprint? Then reduce, reuse, recycle, and go green! Look for creative ways to cut down on wasted resources, without sacrificing your style.

Pick a theme to liven up yourday. Take your guests on a wagon ride for your Wild West ceremony or surprise them with a first dance fox-trot at your 1920s affair. The sky’s the limit when it comes to theme weddings, so let your imagination take flight.

Theme Weddings
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Find ways to express your wedding theme in everything from your apparel to your location to your getaway vehicle.



	
Throw on your red cowboy boots and do the two-step at your country-style wedding.



	
Try on a show-stopping feathered hair accessory for your Hollywood-style affair.



	
Sushi bars, vegetarian meals, and fusion menus grace the tables at alternative weddings. Choose foods that match your theme.







If travel is your thing, choose a desirable destination for your wedding and have your honeymoon before, during, and after your ceremony while you treat your guests to an unforgettable vacation.

DIY weddings are not just for brides on a budget; they allow you to incorporate precious, sentimental accents and the impressive talents of those you love. Ask your kitchen-savvy mother to bake your cake or your crafts-loving girlfriends to help you make decorations. Use your imagination and have some fun!

Destinations and DIY
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Trust a destination-wedding specialist or your on-site wedding planner to help you organize your wedding details long distance.



	
Be sure to give your guests ample time to plan for travel and a tiered price range of accommodation options.



	
If you’ll be making DIY items for your wedding, be sure they don’t have to be assembled the night before. You’ll need your energy for your big day.



	
Thank helpful guests publicly at your reception and point out their specific talents.








GREEN ● LIGHT

While 100 percent green weddings are still somewhat unusual, weddings that incorporate ecofriendly practices are now commonplace. It’s easy to plan a wedding that’s friendly to the environment without giving up what’s important to you. Look for “Green Light” tips throughout this book on ecofriendly wedding planning.



Go Green
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Choose favors that will live on after your wedding day. Tiny saplings or flower seeds make thoughtful and refreshing gifts.



	
The easiest way to go green is to choose an organic catering company that composts leftovers.



	
Rent, don’t buy. Almost anything can be found through party rental companies and specialty companies.



	
What you do buy, buy locally. Choose a local gift registry or ask guests to donate to a favorite charity in lieu of shipping gifts.







SEASONAL STYLE,

Seasonal touches inspired by nature bring a special sense of time and place to your celebration

No matter what style suits you best, using seasonal accents in your wedding design will help you create a memorable sense of time and place. In addition, choosing fresh, locally grown foods and flowers will reduce your impact on the environment in uniquely delicious and beautiful ways. Discover what you each love most about the season, and celebrate it.

Spring Style
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Paper parasols and antique umbrellas keep spring rain at bay and look sweet and romantic in photos.



	
Lacy loose bouquets of peonies and potted centerpieces of mini daffodils, crocuses, and reticulated irises shout out spring style.



	
Baby carrots, young asparagus, new potatoes, and sugar snap peas evoke the season and taste delicious.



	
Baroque arrangements from composers like Handel and Vivaldi, with an emphasis on trumpets and horns, herald a spring bride down the aisle.







In the spring choose bright yellow daffodils and lipstick pink tulips for your bouquet, and every year when they begin to bloom you’ll be reminded that your anniversary is on its way. Have a fresh floral wreath made for your flower girl’s hair, use a bird’s nest for a ring pillow, or incorporate fashion accessories for your wedding wardrobe in shades of robin’s egg blue, soft green, or petal pink.

Summer Style
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Big bright bouquets of sunflowers, dahlias, and delphinium, or fragrant blossoms like roses, stephanotis, and gardenias, show off the season.



	
Decorative metal buckets and watering cans filled with blossoms make smart centerpieces and fun take-home gifts for your family members and bridal party.



	
Don’t forget a change of shoes or two to help soothe your hot feet. And carry a powder puff or blotting papers to keep your face and neck pretty and shine free.







In the heat of the summer, serve up slices of delicious wedding cake filled with fresh berries and other ripe fruit, and accompany them with cold mint juleps, passion fruit punch, or tart lemonade. Have your ceremony programs made up as pretty paper fans to keep your guests cool in the hot summer sun.

For fall play up the harvest season with floral arrangements that include fall leaves and berries. Choose rich oranges, reds, and russets for your color palette. Treat your guests to a hearty buffet of seasonal fresh vegetables, savory entrees, and warm crusty breads, and serve hot apple cider or mulled spiced wine to keep everyone cozy.

Fall Style
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Wineries, orchards, and historic barns are fabulous locations for fall weddings.



	
Homemade preserves, maple syrup, and caramel apples make fun additions to the menu and thoughtful take-home favors.



	
Walkways with luminarias or jack-o’-lanterns with welcoming faces look lovely on an autumn night.



	
Serve pie instead of wedding cake or as an additional dessert. Who doesn’t love pumpkin and pecan pie or a warm apple tart with a dollop of vanilla bean icecream?







Go glam in winter with a black-and-white wedding with splashes of ruby red or emerald green. Find a gorgeous faux-fur wrap to cover your shoulders, or have one designed to match your wedding dress. Hold a candlelight ceremony and decorate your reception with thousands of twinkling lights. Give personalized mugs complete with packets of rich cocoa, chocolate spoons, and mini marshmallows as take-home favors for your guests to enjoy.

Winter Style
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Ski lodges, mansions, and intimate venues with fireplaces and dark wood accents feel warm and snug on cold winter days.



	
Use crystals, shiny sugar, and gold and silver decorations in your decor. Give silver dinner bells away as favors.



	
Keep winter travel to a minimum by having your reception near your ceremony or at the same place.



	
Don’t forget the mistletoe! Hang it in every doorway to put guests in an affectionate mood.










GETTING STARTED

Get ready, get set, and get started planning your wedding day with ideas that inspire you

You’re about to plan one of the most elaborate and momentous events of your life. You’ll need lots of support, solid advice, and a flexible attitude to make the most of it. To get off on the right foot, begin by creating your guest list. Make a “must have” list of all the people you simply have to have with you, and a “wish” list of those it would be fun to invite. Soon, when many of your budget decisions come down to “per head” estimates, you can easily compare the two lists and weigh your options.

Create Your Guest List
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Begin your guest list with your families. This might seem like a given, but they have to eat too, and they’ll figure in your head count.



	
If your heart is set on a particular venue, find out how many people the site accommodates before you finalize your list.



	
Focus on people who love and support you; after all, they’re the VIPs in your life.



	
Keep in mind that the average wedding costs between $100 and $150 per person.







Create a spreadsheet to help keep your guest list organized. Include contact information and add columns to record your RSVPs, the gifts you give and receive, when you send out your thank-you notes, and miscellaneous information like your bridal party’s measurements or which guests need a vegetarian meal.

Get Organized
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Staying organized is the key to event success. If keeping organized is not your strong suit, hiring a planner to help you will be invaluable.



	
Include a timeline, a seating chart, your budget, your guest list, and your priority list in your organizer. Don’t forget to refer to your budget and your priority list as you make decisions.



	
Keep copies of all your contracts and deposit receipts in order and in a safe place.







Buy, or put together, a wedding planner with lots of pocket folders and room to grow. Label separate folders for every vendor you plan to hire—one for color charts, one for fabric swatches, at least one for your fashion ideas, and several more to fill up with inspirational ideas, photos, and magazine tear sheets. Take your binder with you to tastings, tours, and meetings with professionals.

Get Inspired
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Create a collage of images or an “inspiration board” that you can refer to when explaining your wedding style vision to the professionals you’re working with.



	
Inspiration comes from an endless variety of sources. Let yourself be inspired by your favorite color, song, or hobby, or take inspiration from your family and your faith.



	
Visit JunebugWeddings.com and other wedding blogs and Web sites and get inspired to create a wedding that’s all about you.







Search the Internet for resources and start a favorites list on your computer to quickly find the wedding Web sites and blogs that you love. Look to the Resource Directory of this book to find other helpful and creative wedding resources available online. Treat yourself to the books and magazines that you’re drawn to; put your feet up, read, relax, and let yourself dream.

Create an Heirloom
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Arrange your prewedding photos, letters, and sketches, including tickets and mementos from favorite dates and trips.



	
Record stories that you don’t want to forget. Include kind gestures, helpful advice, and funny things that happen along the way.



	
Showcase the color swatches, fabrics, and fashion and design photos that inspired you.



	
Finish off your scrapbook with a copy of your vows, your signed marriage license, and a picture of your kiss.







SETTING YOUR BUDGET

Create a budget based on your priorities that both of you will be comfortable with

Creating an organized budget is a necessity. Start by determining who will be hosting and contributing to your wedding and then add together all the available resources. Chances are the two of you will pay for much of it with help from your parents, but every family is different, so that is far from a given. Whether or not your parents decide to be financially involved, they may have people they want included in your guest list. Meet with your families and show them your guest list as well as the top three items from each of your priority lists so they’ll know what’s important to you.

Who
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CREATING YOUR TIMELINE
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