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For Roxanne



Sometimes your soul mate comes in the form of a friend.








  
  Chapter 1



“You are not going to believe it!” Emma squealed into the phone as soon as one of her BFF’s, Cassie, had answered.
“Believe what?” asked Cassie.
“You just simply won’t believe it,” insisted Emma, her excitement and volume of speech not fading in the slightest.
“Well, I won’t know if I believe it or not until you tell me what you are yelling about,” laughed Cassie.
Emma took a deep breath and tried to calm down. She failed and blurted out, “I just got off the phone to my agent, and I have my first professional acting role. It is only as an extra, but it’s a start. And that’s not the best part. I am going to be an extra in a Tristan Walshe movie.” Her voice had risen by the end.
Emma had to hold the phone away from her ear as Cassie yelled her enthusiasm and approval. “WOW. This is amazing. You are going to be in a Tristan Walshe movie. You are the luckiest person I know.”
Emma jumped around her family room in delight knowing that Cassie was also jumping around her own bedroom as she told Emma time and again how excellent the news was. Emma always envied the fact that Cassie and two other friends, Jade and Deme, had their own mobile phones, but today she couldn’t care less. She was going to be in a movie with Tristan Walshe. Emma noticed her mum, who was sitting at the kitchen table attempting to study on her laptop, smile indulgently as Emma danced through the kitchen and into the loungeroom.
“So, tell me, Emma, what happened?” Cassie had finally calmed down enough to be rational.
Emma took a slow breath and this time managed to control herself enough to give a more detailed description of her story.
“Well, I always ring my agent, Molly, on a Thursday after I get home from school to find out if there is any work for the following week. I was expecting her to say her usual, ‘Not this week,’ when she told me that she had a job booked for me on Monday if Mum would let me out of going to school. I told her that Mum was fine with it. Molly then gave me a phone number I had to ring to find out what I had to wear.” Emma finally paused.
“And?” prompted Cassie.
Emma’s blue eyes flashed merrily with happiness at Cassie’s excitement.
“I rang the lady in charge of all the extras’ wardrobes. She told me that I should wear something neat and casual that any eleven-year-old would wear. I am not allowed to wear anything too bright that may stand out or anything with stripes, patterns, or logos.”
“What do you mean by logos?” interrupted Cassie.
“You know, t-shirts with Adidas or Nike written on the front,” Emma explained.
“Ah,” Cassie said before going back to the original subject. “You haven’t said anything about Tristan Walshe yet.”
Emma’s eagerness bubbled over again as she thought about the fourteen-year-old latest teen sensation, Tristan Walshe, and how she was going to be an extra in his next big blockbuster movie. She began to dance around again.
“I think I might die here and now from anticipation,” she exclaimed. “I really just can’t believe that this is happening to me!” she squealed into the phone.
Cassie laughed. “Emma, you are going to drive me crazy if you don’t answer my question.”
“Oops, sorry, Cassie. Okay, after I rang the wardrobe lady, I realised that I had forgotten to ask who was in the movie and that Molly had never told me. So, I rang Molly again and asked who the star of the movie was. Molly laughed and told me that she had been wondering when I would remember I hadn’t found that out. When she told me it was Tristan Walshe, I literally just dropped the phone and screamed. Mum came running in because she had thought I had hurt myself.”
Cassie chuckled at her antics.
Emma continued, “After I had assured Mum that I was fine, I picked up the phone to find Molly was laughing at me. I asked her three times to repeat who would be in the movie just to make certain that I had heard her correctly. In the end, she told me it really was a Tristan Walshe movie and that she had to get back to work, so I hung up and immediately called you.”
“Do you know what the movie is about?” asked Cassie.
“No. They don’t really tell you much. I know my scene is set on a train and around a train station. To tell you the truth, I don’t really care as long as I get to see Tristan.”
“So, there is one thing you haven’t thought of,” Cassie said.
“What?” asked Emma. She had managed to calm down enough to flop onto her favourite big comfy armchair in the lounge room.
Cassie’s voice became very serious. “What are you going to wear?”







  
  [image: ]




  
  Chapter 2



Emma was horrified. “Oh, my goodness. What am I going to wear?”
“You always look good in green,” Cassie said.
“What you really mean to say is that green doesn’t clash with my revolting hair,” complained Emma.
“There is absolutely nothing wrong with your hair,” Cassie said patiently.
Emma had been complaining about her hair since the day she had met Cassie and her other three closest friends on their first day at kindergarten. Emma’s hair was flame red, dead straight and just touched her shoulders. Everyone said it made her stand out, but she hated it. As soon as her Mum would let her, Emma was planning on dying it blonde.
“Blue looks good on you too,” suggested Cassie.
“What do you think? Jeans or skirt?” asked Emma.
“Jeans,” Cassie answered firmly. “Jeans are definitely more casual.”
Emma’s Mum walked into the family room and interrupted. “Emma, it’s time to get off the phone.”
“But, Mum, I need to talk to Cassie about other stuff yet. We haven’t talked about what happened at school today.”
“Now, Emma,” her mum said firmly before leaving the room.
“Cassie, I’ve got to go. Mum wants me off the phone and I still have to call the other girls.”
“No problem. Don’t worry about it, Emma. Jade assures me that it is really wonderful to have a mum that cares how much you talk on the phone.”
“That girl worries me sometimes, thinking that it is great to have your mum nag you,” grumbled Emma.
Cassie laughed. “We can talk clothes and school on Saturday night at Jade’s party. Bye.” She hung up.
Emma immediately went in search of her mum, who had disappeared from the kitchen table. “Mum, where are you?” She found her folding clothes in the laundry room that was adjacent to the kitchen. “Can I please ring the other girls and tell them my news?”
Emma’s brothers, Brandon, who was fifteen and the oldest; and Ethan, who was nine and the youngest, came stomping into the kitchen looking for food after playing outside on their skateboards.
“S’up?” Brandon said by way of greeting. Emma ignored them both.
“Mum, can I please use the phone? I just have to tell them about the movie,” Emma asked again.
“What movie?” asked Ethan.
Their mum answered proudly, “Emma is going to be working on Monday as an extra in a Christian Walshe movie”.
All three children burst out laughing.
“Tristan Walshe, Mum. Not Christian.”
“Whatever it is, it is wonderful news.”
“That is pretty cool news,” the boys agreed grudgingly before leaving with their hands full of biscuits and a trail of crumbs behind them.
“Brandon, don’t forget I expect you to have that bathroom clean before dinner hits the table,” their mum called out.
“MUM, the phone?” Emma was becoming impatient.  
“You know I don’t like you on the phone all afternoon. What happens if your father’s trying to contact us?”
She resisted the urge to roll her eyes. “Mobiles have caller ID. If Dad rings, I will answer it. This is the most exciting thing that has ever happened to me. I promise I won’t be more than five minutes with each of them. That is only fifteen minutes in total. You can time me if you want. Please, Mum?” Emma pleaded.
Emma’s Mum laughed. “Help me fold the clothes and you can have ten minutes with each friend.”
“Done!” Emma said happily.
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