

   
  Nantucket


  The path to enlightenment . . . or at least, to sand between your toes. This is Dionis Beach: loved for its dunes, beach grass, and bright white sand.
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  Your first sight upon entering beautiful Nantucket Harbor is Brant Point Light. It’s perched at the tip of a sandy peninsula that juts out into the harbor. The current tower was constructed in 1901, but there have been nine other towers here since 1746.
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A couple strolls down the sandy path to iconic Sankaty Head Light. This heavenly scene plays out on the eastern edge of the island, overlooking the ocean and Sankaty Head Golf Club. The lighthouse was built in 1850, and is still operational.
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  Nantucket doesn’t allow any chain stores, and downtown has great New England charm, with flower-lined streets and brick sidewalks.


 [image: chpt_fig_005]


 The historic Old Mill in Nantucket is the earliest working mill in America, built in 1746.
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 Early summer in Sconset village means roses. The homes here have gardens with riots of flowers competing for sunshine, and perhaps camera clicks. This one got to me . . . it’s like something from a fairytale.
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  Martha’s Vineyard


  On the ferry ride to Martha’s Vineyard we had the great fortune to encounter this beautiful schooner, as we passed Nobska Point Lighthouse in Woods Hole. The ferry ride to the Vineyard is a perfect sightseeing opportunity if you like boats and lighthouses.
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 Overlooking the Elizabeth Islands and Vineyard Sound is Gay Head Light. The lighthouse stands 50 feet tall, and was built in 1856. The eye is always watching.
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There are breathtaking cliffs at the far western edge of the island, in the town of Aquinnah. At 150 feet above sea level, you can see parts of Massachusetts and Rhode Island from here.
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 High upon the marsh in the village of Menemsha is an amazing bronze statue that commemorates harpoon sword–fishermen. Jay Lagemann designed it.
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 It’s a tropical scene of aquamarine, at Menemsha Beach.
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 Edgartown Harbor Light sitting pretty on Lighthouse Beach by the entrance to the harbor. The current lighthouse tower was built in 1939, and it stands 45 feet tall.
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 On the beach next to the lighthouse, a person and a gull are equally interested to see if the fish are biting today.
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  A row of Gingerbread Houses in Oak Bluffs.







   Cape Cod
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  A fine day in June at Saints Landing Beach. This narrow beach with light sand is in the sheltered area of Cape Cod Bay, so the surf is usually light and tranquil.


  Sandwich


  In the East Boat Basin at the Sandwich Marina is the Annie Wilder. It’s a beautiful, narrow, forest green boat, and I just love her rakish angles.
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  Dexter’s Grist Mill has been in operation since around 1654. Early settlers here used the mill to grind corn into meal, one of their most important means of sustenance. The mill is still in operation, with freshly ground cornmeal available for purchase.
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 At over a thousand feet long, the Sandwich Boardwalk is a fun stroll that leads directly to the beach. It features an ideal view of Mill Creek and the marsh as you cross it. The area along the boardwalk is full of biodiversity, providing a healthy ecosystem for birds, mammals, and marine life. This includes shellfish like oysters, crabs, and periwinkles. It also includes endangered bird species, like the piping plover.
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  Provincetown


  A morning beach view in Provincetown from Macmillan Pier. Provincetown is the last stop: the end of the northernmost tip of Cape Cod. It’s an amazingly vibrant and picturesque town, with a tiny population that swells during tourist season.
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  There are lots of choices for shopping and eating in town. One popular destination is the Lobster Pot. With its harbor views and classic neon signs, it’s been a tradition for decades.
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 There’s plenty to see in town, and everything is within walking distance. It’s a concentrated area with lots of colorful characters, interesting history, and great views of Provincetown Harbor.
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  From the wharf, a view of the astonishing Pilgrim Monument. It’s the tallest granite structure in the country at 252 feet, and was completed in 1910. The monument commemorates the landing of the Mayflower and the Pilgrims in November of 1620.


  Truro


  Highland Light strikes a regal pose on its perch near a cliff, on the Cape Cod National Seashore. The lighthouse is located at one of Truro’s most scenic spots, Highland Links Golf Course. Truro sits on the Outer Cape, and was settled in 1700.
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Driving along a winding road in Truro, I stopped to take in this picture-perfect scene. The contrast between the snarled white limbs of the dead trees, with the verdant marsh grass, and the meandering teal water, made it too good to pass up.
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A warm, relaxing breeze was blowing in from the ocean at Pamet Harbor. It was 75 degrees, with almost no humidity, and a few puffy clouds for some occasional shade. What a nice day to sit in the sand and smell the salty air in Truro.
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  Walking down the beach late in the afternoon, I noticed this golden sand dune set against a sapphire-blue sky. A nice way to wrap up a pleasant visit to Truro.
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  Chatham


  Early morning sun tries to burn through the fog at Chatham Light. The current lighthouse here stands 48 feet tall, and was first lit in 1877. Chatham lies at the southeastern tip of Cape Cod, and was settled in 1665.
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 Behind the market, the Jack Tar and its companions are moored in a misty harbor.
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 Up the road a bit at the town landing, a lone fisherman wades in knee-deep to try his luck.
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 Flowers add some color to a hazy sunrise at Chatham Pier Fish Market.


  Harwich


  A typical cycle on Cape Cod is early morning fog, with the sun eventually winning through. When I took this photo at Red River Beach in Harwich, there were no takers yet. Within a half hour, the sun was shining, and I counted 30 people on the beach. Harwich faces Nantucket Sound, and was incorporated as a town in 1694.


 [image: chpt_fig_031]


  [image: chpt_fig_032]


  A classic wooden two-masted sailboat docked in Wychmere Harbor.
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  Right behind the beach is a marsh area with tall, slender reeds and beach rose. Taking a break from flying to chirp away, this swallow pleaded its case to all its nearby competitors.
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 At Saquatucket Harbor, the crew of the Tricia Lynn prepares for a day on the water. One of the crewmen, a great guy named Danny, told me he spotted a seal in the harbor.
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Sure enough, he was right about that seal! About 20 minutes after chatting with the guys as they got the boat ready, the seal popped his head up for a moment, and gave us a curious stare. No doubt he wondered if any fish were forthcoming.
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 A boat across the harbor had colorful fishing nets spooled up on a drum winch.
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 Sitting in the shade of a tree in Harwich Center. Here there’s a view of old, ornate headstones next to the Congregational Church, with its tall and impressive spire.


  Dennis


  The West Dennis Light, on top of the Lighthouse Inn. It’s an iron tower that sits on the rooftop, and it was first lit in 1855. The town of Dennis sits roughly in the center of Cape Cod, and was settled in 1639.
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If you stay at the hotel you can enjoy using this little “lighthouse.” It’s right next to the beach, and inside you can shower the sand off.
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The cruise ship Lobster Roll makes her way into Sesuit Harbor, after taking a tour of Cape Cod Bay.
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  A beautiful stone path leading to a little windmill at Dennis Seashores, where you can rent a nice cottage with an ocean view.
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The view of a winding river through a marsh leading to Nantucket Sound, from a bridge crossing Lower County Road.
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  The Albatross docked with other boats in Sesuit Harbor. You can go fishing in Cape Cod Bay with the folks on this charter boat.
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 Kayakers paddling their way down a river through the marsh.


  Yarmouth


  An iconic New England scene at the Bass River Waterfront Townhouses on Bridge Street in South Yarmouth. Yarmouth was settled in 1639, and is comprised of three villages: Yarmouth Port, West Yarmouth, and South Yarmouth.
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  Hyannis


  Ferrying into the harbor on a warm and sultry morning, we pass Hyannis Harbor Lighthouse. It’s mostly cloudy at sunrise, but the forecast calls for blue skies later.


  Hyannis is one of the busiest fishing and recreational ports on the Cape. It’s also a major transportation hub, with an airport, and ferry service to the islands.
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 A view of Hyannis Harbor and the waterfront. The Rachel Leah is tied up to the dock, with a few lobster traps left on deck.
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The Underwing docked in Hyannis Harbor. The aquamarine hull and wooden pier are reflected in the gently rippling water.
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A statue of President John F. Kennedy in front of the JFK Hyannis Museum. The museum has been open since 1992.
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  Barnstable


  A view from across the bay of Sandy Neck Light, near the entrance to Barnstable Harbor. The current lighthouse tower was built in 1857. Barnstable has several villages, and the highest population on Cape Cod. It was settled in 1638.
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  Mashpee

  
  The inviting entrance to South Cape Beach in Mashpee. It’s surrounded by beautiful marshes, has fine white sand, and a view of Nantucket Sound.


  Mashpee is home to the headquarters of the Wampanoag Tribe. Indigenous Peoples predated the English settlers by more than 10,000 years. The English settled Mashpee in 1660.
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  A large bird of prey looks for a meal, while circling Sage Lot Pond, in South Cape Beach State Park.
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 Mashpee Commons is a combination residential and business area, with over a hundred stores, and almost as many residences.
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 A sailor starts prepping for a day on the water at Seconsett Island in Mashpee.


  Falmouth


  Nobska Point Light is one of the most iconic and recognizable landmarks on Cape Cod. Its beacon beams out from high on a bluff overlooking the sea, in the village of Woods Hole in Falmouth. The current lighthouse tower was built in 1876, and stands at 40 feet tall.


  The area is known for its beaches, the lighthouse, NOAA’s Science Aquarium, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, ferry service to Martha’s Vineyard, and a charming village with restaurants and shops. Falmouth was settled in 1660.


 [image: chpt_fig_055]


 [image: chpt_fig_056]


 Folks enjoying Nobska Beach, which lies on the waters of Vineyard Sound, and has a stellar view of Nobska Point Light.
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 Surf’s up for this horseshoe crab who’s about to re-enter the sea. I’ve seen two of them in the wild, and been fortunate to have a camera handy both times.
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 The SSV Corwith Cramer tied to a pier at Great Harbor in Woods Hole. She’s a tall ship operated by the Sea Education Association, Woods Hole, Massachusetts.
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 Boats tied up in Quissett Harbor, with the Knob in the background.


  Bourne


  In the village of Cataumet in Bourne, the Panache is docked in scenic Red Brook Harbor at Parker’s Boat Yard. Bourne is on the western edge of Cape Cod, and was settled in 1640.
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  Brewster


  The Higgins Farm Windmill at Windmill Village in Brewster was built in 1795. Brewster was settled in 1656.
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 Early summer flowers blooming on a hedge in front of the First Parish, on Main Street in Brewster. The building was constructed in 1834.
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  Orleans
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  Wellfleet
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  Mark Kanegis is an award-winning photographer who’s made appearances on CNN and ABC and in the pages of Yankee magazine. His photography hangs in collections worldwide. He also hosts the travel-adventure show New England Views on YouTube. Mark started his photography career in his native Cape Ann, an area of quaint seaside villages on the North Shore of Massachusetts. He follows his passion with, at times, reckless abandon. Whether battling the heat to shoot a blazing bonfire, getting frostbite while photographing a frozen lighthouse, or balancing on the knife-edge of a cliff, he always challenges himself to capture the bold image.
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