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            THE BOOK OF JOB

          

        

      

    

    
      Many people struggle reading the book of Job. Given that it’s mostly dialogue, what may help is to consider Job as an early version of a screenplay. I, for one, would love to see Job turned into a stage production or a movie.

      As we read Job, let’s pretend we’re reading a play or watching a movie. With the characters’ conversations to guide us, we can imagine the setting, the drama, and the emotion. Here are the key things we need to know.

      The story of Job has eight key characters:

      
        
          	
        Job, the protagonist.
      

      	
        God, Job’s protector and overseer.
      

      	
        Satan, Job’s antagonist.
      

      	
        Job’s unsupportive wife, a bit part, albeit a painful one.
      

      	
        Job’s main friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. With friends like these, who needs enemies?
      

      	
        Job’s younger friend, Elihu, initially quiet and then opinionated.
      

      

      

      The book of Job opens with a prologue (chapters 1 and 2) to establish the setting of the story. What occurs in the next 39 chapters (Job 3 through 41) is 99 percent dialogue, mostly between Job and his four increasingly critical friends.

      The book of Job concludes with an epilogue (chapter 42) that supplies a satisfying ending. Aside from a brief conclusion by Job in the epilogue, the last significant words we have in our story come from God. It’s fitting that God has the final word—and wise that Job listens.

      

      In what ways does God speak to us? How open are we to listen to what he says?

      

      [Discover more about listening to God in Psalm 85:8.]

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DAY 1: ABOUT JOB

          

          JOB 1:1–5

        

      

    

    
      
        
        This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. Job 1:1

      

      

      

      We open our story of Job by establishing the setting.

      Job lives in the land of Uz (not Oz). But before we make the jump and assume this is a fairytale location, we should note that Jeremiah mentions Uz as a real place.

      We learn four key things about Job.

      First, Job is a righteous man. This means he’s a good guy. He acts justly in all he does and conducts himself with blame-free confidence. He puts God first and avoids evil of all kinds. He’s an example worth emulating.

      Next, Job is a family man. He and his wife have ten kids. Though this may seem like an overwhelming number to most of us today, it’s not to Job. In Bible times people saw children as a sure sign of God’s favor. The more the better—a quiver full of them.

      Job also carries concern for his kids and their future. After they party, which they do often, Job offers a sacrifice—a burnt offering—for each one of them. This is to purify them of any sin or careless thought. He does this because he wants to help make them right with God.

      Last, Job is rich. He owns over 10,000 animals, with a large staff to oversee his herds. He is the wealthiest guy in the area, highly esteemed by all.

      In short, Job enjoys an idyllic life of ease and favor from God. Surely, everyone looks up to Job and wants to be like him. This is how our unidentified narrator describes Job.

      We might say Job’s life is perfect, and so might he.

      This is how our story begins. But like every story worth telling, we know that something will change, or else we won’t have a story.

      Before we read on, let’s consider how Job’s life compares to ours. We may be righteous, or we may fall short. We may have a large family, or we may have none. We may be prosperous, or we may have little. We may have the respect of others, or they may ignore us. Or we may fall somewhere in the middle of these extremes.

      

      How do others see us? How does God view us? What needs to change?

      

      [Discover more about another man, Noah, who was blameless and upright in Genesis 6:9.]

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DIG DEEPER: TWO QUESTIONS ABOUT JOB

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16

      

      

      

      Today, some people debate the authenticity of Job. They question if he was a real person or if the book about him is a work of fiction.

      Here are the indications that Job wasn’t a real person: He doesn’t appear in any of the historical books of the Bible. And he only receives mention in two other books in Scripture outside of the one that bears his name. Last, the Bible says that righteous Job was without blame, which implies he never sinned. Since only God is sinless, this characterization is false—although it could also be hyperbole, a literary practice to make a point that occurs throughout the Bible.

      However, there are also indications that Job was a real person: God, as recorded by the prophet Ezekiel, refers to Job along with Daniel and Noah. Surely, if Job were fictional, God would not mention him in the same context as these other two. In that same passage, God testifies that Job was righteous. It seems unlikely that God would so affirm a fictitious person.

      So was Job a real person or not? Is his story fact or fiction?

      We’ll never resolve the answers to these questions, but it doesn’t matter. Whether he is fact or fiction, Job’s story is part of God’s inspired word. That means we can learn from it, receive inspiration, and strengthen our faith because of it. Arguing if Job was real is only a distraction from the truth that the book holds.

      Another question: When was the book of Job written? Some think Job was an early book of the Bible—perhaps even the first. They place him as a contemporary of Abraham. But this is mostly conjecture.

      Regarding the timeline, consider these two observations. First, there are significant thematic parallels between the books of Job and Ecclesiastes, specifically about the brevity of life and futility of living. Second, the books of Job and Song of Songs have a similar construction, which doesn’t appear anywhere else in the Bible. Each is heavy in dialogue—almost exclusively so—reading like a screenplay.

      King Solomon wrote both Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes. Because the book of Job shares a similar construction to the Song of Songs and a parallel theme to Ecclesiastes, could Solomon have also written Job? This is mere speculation, but it’s a thought to consider.

      But, like our first question regarding whether Job was a real person, knowing when the book of Job took place, or who wrote it, doesn’t really matter. What matters are the lessons we can learn from him.

      

      Do we really expect that we can learn from all of Scripture?

      

      [Discover more about Job in Ezekiel 14:14, 20 and James 5:11.]
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