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TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL to whom we, Christians, are indebted for our salvation (John 4:22).

We pray that you, too, come to a place where you enjoy spiritual liberty in Jesus, the Messiah.
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“For whoever keeps the whole law, and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” 

(James 2:10). 

“Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people have received the law), what further need was there for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is of necessity a change made also in the law.”

(Hebrews 7:11-12).
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WHEN I WAS BORN AGAIN in 1982, I joined a Bible School in order to grow in the knowledge of the Word.

The first courses I was given to study were the Epistles to the Romans and to the Galatians.

Some time later, a French pastor came to Mauritius. The head pastor of the church I was attending – the Assembly of God – invited him to hold a seminar.

Can you guess on what book he taught?

Yes, Galatians!

That gave me to understand that this Epistle must be very important!

Of course, all the sixty-six books of the Bible are important – each one in its own way. They are God’s inspired Word given to man.​[1]

I, therefore, began to study it with a keen interest. It was then that I became convinced of its great value and of its legitimate place in the Canon of Scripture.

Enriched by what I had learned from it, I taught it from beginning to end to two local churches. The feedback I received was highly positive: the believers reported having learned a lot from the teaching. All glory be to God!

For quite some time, I have been contemplating the idea of writing a book on the Epistle. However, I waited for the prompting of the Holy Spirit.

The proper time has now come. By God’s grace, this will be my twentieth Christian book to be published.

I sincerely hope this book will help you better understand the reasons why Galatians was written, its main themes, the lessons we can draw from it and its relevance in the modern Christian context.

I would highly recommend you study it with a prayerful spirit.

May the Holy Spirit guide you along the way.
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THE Acts of the Apostles records the Apostle Paul’s missionary journeys. It was during that period that he established churches in the regions he visited.

Galatia was a Roman territory situated in Asia Minor. The place now corresponds to the centre of Turkey.

Regarding the dating of the writing of Galatians, it is debatable. 

Indeed, there are two conflicting theories. The debate among Bible scholars revolves around the territory where the recipients of the Epistle were located. 

One theory, called The Northern Territory Theory, suggests that the Churches to which the Epistle was addressed were found in Northern Galatia. Those who favour this Theory date the writing of Galatians around 56 A.D.

The other theory, called The Southern Territory Theory, locates the recipients of the Epistle in Southern Galatia. Those in favour of this Theory date the writing around 48 – 49 A.D.​[2]

More important, however, than the dating and the destination of the Epistle are the reasons why it was written and the themes on which it expounds.

I say this because God’s Word will never pass away.​[3]

Consequently, it is as relevant to us now as it was to the Galatians during the first century.

One of the reasons why Paul wrote Galatians was to defend his Apostleship. Indeed, his Apostolic calling was contested by some on the basis that he had not been among the original twelve Apostles. His detractors argued that he had not been specifically chosen by Jesus as the Twelve had been.​[4]

To a certain degree, that was true. Before he became the Apostle Paul, he was called Saul. Because he originated from Tarsus, he was commonly known as Saul of Tarsus – very much like Jesus was called Jesus of Nazareth.

When he was in Judaism, Saul was a very staunch Pharisee, a very legalistic and orthodox religious group. He had been a disciple mentored by an eminent erudite called Gamaliel who was a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Council.​[5]

In the Epistle to the Philippians, he exposes what we may call his C.V – his curriculum vitae:

“3For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh; 4though I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If any other man thinks that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet more: 5circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6concerning zeal, persecuting the assembly; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, found blameless.”​[6]

He was proud of his origin for he belonged to the cream of the Jewish society!

But, later on, he would come to know the Lord Jesus in a most dramatic way - as we shall see in a moment – and he would disdain and reject whatever eminence he thought he had in order to gain Christ:

“7However, I consider those things that were gain to me as a
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