

   
  Comb Ridge/Butler Wash Region


  THE GREAT SANDSTONE FIN OF COMB RIDGE STRETCHES MORE THAN 75 miles from the town of Kayenta, Arizona, to where it fades into the Abajo (Blue) Mountains in Utah at its northern end. Both a significant landmark for navigation and a substantial barrier to east–west travel, the Comb is one of the most recognizable topographical features anywhere in Bears Ears. The trips in this section explore the rich archaeological heritage of the Comb’s many fissures, gaps, and clefts, as well as visit Butler Wash, the Comb’s major drainage channel to the east, which holds some treasures of its own.


  
  [image: Ruin alcove near Fishmouth Cave.]


Ruin alcove near Fishmouth Cave.


  1 Sand Island Petroglyph Panel (Drivable Landmark)

  



  An excellent rock art panel easily accessible just outside the town of Bluff.


  Don’t Touch Rock Imagery or Make Your Own [image: image]


  Visiting time: Up to 1 hour


  Best season: Year-round


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed


  Fees and permits: None


  MAPS: USGS topo maps: Bluff, Utah; Other maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated #706, Grand Gulch Cedar Mesa Plateau


  Contacts: BLM Monticello Field Office, 365 N. Main, PO Box 7, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-1500, www.blm.gov/office/monticello-field-office; Other: Sand Island Ranger Station, “A Loop” Road, Sand Island Campground


  Finding the trailhead: From the town of Bluff, take Main Street/US 191 south for about 3 miles and turn left at the signed entrance to Sand Island Boat Launch and Campground. Enter the campground and then take the first right onto a gravel road, signed for “Sand Island Petroglyph Panel.” In about 0.3 mile, park at the information board on the right.


  GPS coordinates: N37° 15.71160' / W109° 37.11420'


  The Panel


  For centuries people have accessed the San Juan River at Sand Island, currently home to a campground and boat launch. The car campers and river runners of today are walking in the footsteps of the Ancestral Puebloans, who marked the site with an extensive art panel, still visible on the rock. Some of the symbols displayed date back at least 3,000 years.


  Look for the art along the sandstone wall directly behind the information board. Note that a fence runs along the base of the wall to keep viewers from touching or otherwise harming the display; please respect it. Regrettably, vandals have already applied modern graffiti in veral spots.


  The petroglyphs start far up to the right, above a sloping sandstone ledge where the artists likely stood while they worked. But on the left, you will notice much of the art is now mysteriously out of reach. The ancient Puebloans must have climbed up somehow, although it’s hard to imagine with this approach how they would have had a free hand left for drawing, or even been able to effectively see their work.


 
  [image: Ancient petroglyphs at Sand Island.]


Ancient petroglyphs at Sand Island.


  The entire panel exhibits a mix of concrete and abstract forms. Life-size handprints, bighorn sheep, and hunters with weapons sit next to spirals, dotted lines, and geometric patterns. Images are frequently crowded together or even overlapping, a layering known as superimposition.


  These jumbled symbols and figures are hardly the work of a single artist, or even a single era. Some of the petroglyphs have been on the wall so long they have become revarnished. Others show evidence of repecking, a technique where later artists reemphasize the importance of an image long after its original creation.


  The densest part of the panel features an artistic style common along the San Juan River known as San Juan Anthropomorphic. This style dates primarily from the early Basketmaker II period, roughly from 1500 BCE to 50 CE, when many archaeologists identify Ancestral Puebloan art as having reached its creative peak. “Anthropomorph” is a fancy word for “person”; one of the defining features of San Juan Anthropomorphic style


  Sand Island Petroglyph Panel

  
[image: Sand Island Petroglyph Panel]


  is its use of humanoid figures, generally broad-shouldered, facing the viewer, and sporting distinctive hairstyles or elaborate headgear.


  Look for multiple images of the trickster Kokopelli above the center of the gallery. This shamanistic figure represents music and fertility and is traditionally shown in a hunchbacked stance with a long flute and a feathered headdress. The Kokopellis here, however, are conspicuously straight-backed.


  Kokopelli might look familiar; he has become ubiquitous in the modern era. Representing both the southwestern United States and New Age free-spiritedness, he appears in stylized form to sell everything from herbal teas to mountain bikes.


  It’s easy to relate to an image of Kokopelli when you’ve seen him plastered on your coffee mug in the town of Bluff that morning. The same is true for the timeless drama of a man hunting a bighorn sheep. But spirals, wavy lines, or connected boxes do not have obvious interpretations for the modern viewer.


  Whatever meaning you draw from the art is not likely to match what the original artists intended—or even what others around you might think. The experience of viewing the petroglyphs at Sand Island will be unique to each individual.


  After following the length of the fence to view the panel in detail, it is worth returning to your car via the road. This broader vantage allows you to view the entire wall all at once, giving a sense of both the vastness of the sandstone canvas and the range of the petroglyphs on display.


  Special attractions: The boat launch provides access to the San Juan River for river runners. Permits are required and typically must be reserved months in advance through a lottery system. Anyone is welcome to watch the activity at the launch as teams prepare to set out on the water.


  Vehicle campsites: Camping is available at Sand Island Campground. The campground is open year-round, and reservations are not generally required unless you have a large group. Fees are payable via drop box envelope.


     
  2 Butler Wash Dinosaur Tracks (Hike)




  A short walk to some 160-million-year-old dinosaur footprints.


  Don’t Disturb Fossils or Bones [image: image]


  Start: Trailhead at the parking pullout


  Distance: 0.2 mile out and back


  Elevation gain: None


  Hiking time: Up to 1 hour


  Difficulty: Very easy (flat and extremely short)


  Trail surface: Packed dirt and stone


  Best season: Any time when dry


  Canine compatibility: Dogs allowed


  Fees and permits: None


  MAPS: USGS topo maps: Black Mesa Butte, Utah; Other maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated #706, Grand Gulch Cedar Mesa Plateau


  Trail contacts: BLM Monticello Field Office, 365 N. Main, PO Box 7, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-1500, www.blm.gov/office/monticello-field-office; Other (seasonal): Kane Gulch Ranger Station, UT 261, 4 miles south of UT 95


  Finding the trailhead: From the town of Blanding, take US 191 south for about 3 miles and turn right onto UT 95. Follow UT 95 west for 9.4 miles and turn left just past milepost 112 onto San Juan CR (SJC) 262. Take the red-dirt SJC 262 over a cattle guard and then another 0.2 mile to a parking pullout on the right with an information sign. Note that you only have to go a short distance on SJC 262, but nonetheless it may be impassable when wet.


  GPS coordinates: N37° 32.07180' / W109° 37.00560'


  The Hike


  So much of Bears Ears is dedicated to the ancients—at least what we call the ancients, the people who lived here in centuries past. The earliest known evidence of human activity in Bears Ears is no more than 10,000 years old, dating back to the hunter-gatherer societies of the Archaic period. But this hike can take you to something truly ancient, a set of dinosaur footprints left on a muddy ocean shoreline 160 million years ago.


  
  [image: Sizing up a theropod footprint.]


Sizing up a theropod footprint.


  Looking at the high desert around Butler Wash today, it’s hard to picture a shallow sea lapping up against your feet. It’s just as hard to grasp the vast amount of time that has passed since the Jurassic period, when the dinosaurs left their mark. The sandstone fin of Comb Ridge, one of the defining elements of the landscape, was thrust out of the ground about 65 million years ago. At that time, the dinosaur tracks had already existed for close to 100 million years.


  Determining the age of dinosaur fossils is often mistaken as the work of archaeologists. But archaeology is properly the study of human history and prehistory; it is paleontologists who study dinosaurs—or, to be exact, the fossilized remains of dinosaurs. Bears Ears is renowned for its archaeology, but a visit to the Butler Wash Dinosaur Tracks gives you the chance to play amateur paleontologist.


  Butler Wash Dinosaur Tracks

   
[image: Butler Wash Dinosaur Tracks]



  Be sure to sign the trail register in the parking area and then review the information board for a primer on the three-toed theropods (meat-eaters) whose footprints you have come to see.


  However, be aware that the information board is somewhat deceptive. The photos on the board were taken during optimal light conditions, with deep shadows making the footprints stand out. Most of the time you will not have this kind of light. Worse, the board says to watch for additional signage at the tracks themselves, but no such signs exist. Locating the tracks without these clues is by far the hardest thing about this hike.


  The blink-and-you’ve-missed-it trail starts next to the information board and heads across the sagebrush plain. Before you’ve lost sight of your car you will reach the other end, where a few quick steps down the embankment bring you to the fossil site.


  Just below the embankment an open stone slab tilts gently toward the wash from the dirt road on the left (east). The tracks are in this rock layer, three separate prints in a roughly linear alignment marching from east to west.


  The tracks may be marked with cairns or stones to help you identify them. On the other hand, they also may be filled with sand or otherwise obscured. If you have trouble finding them, your best bet is to stand by the road, face the wash, and scan the stone surface at your feet for the shallow impressions.


  It’s easy to think that these dinosaur tracks must be impervious to harm; after all, they’ve been here for millions of years, withstanding geologic upheavals like the creation of Comb Ridge along the way. But they are actually quite fragile; the equivalent of thousands of years of erosion can be replicated with a few careless steps. Treat these dinosaur tracks with respect so others can enjoy them, maybe for another 100 million years.


  Miles and Directions


  0.0 Start from the trailhead.


  0.1 Reach the dinosaur tracks site.


  0.2 End back at the trailhead.

  
  3 Butler Wash Ruins (Hike)


  


  A compelling cluster of ruins in a dramatic setting on Comb Ridge.


  Don’t Bust the Crust [image: image]


  Start: Trailhead at the parking area


  Distance: 1 mile out and back


  Elevation gain: 100 feet


  Hiking time: 1–2 hours


  Difficulty: Easy due to short distance and minimal climb


  Trail surface: Sandy dirt and rock, open slickrock


  Best season: Year-round


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed


  Fees and permits: None


MAPS: USGS topo maps: Hotel Rock, Utah; Other maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated #706, Grand Gulch Cedar Mesa Plateau


Trail contacts: BLM Monticello Field Office, 365 N. Main, PO Box 7, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-1500, www.blm.gov/office/monticello-field-office; Other (seasonal): Kane Gulch Ranger Station, UT 261, 4 miles south of UT 95


  Finding the trailhead: From the town of Blanding, take US 191 south for about 3 miles and turn right onto UT 95. Follow UT 95 west for 10.5 miles and turn right just past a sign for “Butler Wash Indian Ruins.” Follow the paved road as it climbs around to the right to reach the circular parking area.


  GPS coordinates: N37° 31.46160' / W109° 37.94580'


  The Hike


  This easy trail offers one of the best ways to explore Comb Ridge and leads to an exemplary set of ruins. As a bonus, displays along the way showcase the flora of the high desert, highlighting signature local species like western sagebrush and narrow-leaf yucca.


  The trail starts from the north end of the parking lot through a gap in the fence. The first section of the hike doubles as a nature trail, developed by local advocacy group Friends of Cedar Mesa. Interpretive signs detail the various types of plants that grow here along with lists of their traditional names and uses by local Native American tribes. There are also a few benches where you can rest and enjoy the view.


 
  [image: Butler Wash Ruins from the overlook.]


Butler Wash Ruins from the overlook.


  About two-thirds of the way along, the route exits the forest of junipers and pinyon pines to cross open slickrock. Obvious cairns mark the way, mortared and anchored into place. In a few sections stones have been laid on both sides of the route, like you might find along a garden path.


  The trail ends at the fenced ruin overlook, complete with another bench and interpretive sign. Note the sheer number of alcoves, recesses, and overhanging ledges that are scattered all around the head of the canyon.


  The largest alcoves stand to the right, toward the crest of Comb Ridge. You can see the dark line where water seeps through the various rock layers before reaching the sandy floor, 100 feet down. The biggest ruin stands in line with the water path, behind a collecting pool and a line of


  Butler Wash Ruins
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  brush. It is difficult to tell from the overlook, but this ruin contains four distinctive kivas.


  Kivas were typically dug into the ground with only the roof reaching above the surface. However, constructing a kiva in an alcove like this required some adaptations since the bedrock prevented any kind of excavation. Instead, aboveground kivas had to be used, the common form in cliff dwellings.


  The kivas here display two distinct designs. Three of the kivas are in the circular Mesa Verde style, but the fourth kiva, the one farthest to the right (north), is built in the square Kayenta style. This merging of styles in a single site is unusual and shows that the Butler Wash Ruins had cultural influences from both the east, where circular kivas predominated, and the south, where square ones prevailed.


  Beyond the kivas, there are about twenty rooms in the main alcove and many smaller structures in the surrounding alcoves. Some of the outlying ruins are recessed so deeply that they are hard to make out unless the light is just right.


  This site was likely in use starting around 500 CE, but most of the structures date from the Pueblo III period (1150–1350 CE). The sheer number of occupied alcoves along with the multiple types of available structures—including family dwellings, ceremonial kivas, and storage rooms—show that this canyon once housed a vibrant Ancestral Puebloan community.


  As you view the site today, it’s worth noting how inaccessible the ruins have become. What was once a thriving settlement was abandoned around 1300 CE, and whatever methods the residents used to get around these alcoves have long been lost to time.


  Miles and Directions


  0.0 Start from trailhead at parking area.


   0.5 Reach Butler Wash Ruins overlook.


    1.0 End back at the trailhead.


  4 Fishmouth Cave (Hike)


  


  An archaeology-rich hike that leads to a giant cave on Comb Ridge once used by the ancients.


  Steer Clear of Walls  [image: image]


  Start: Trailhead at the parking area


  Distance: 2.8 miles out and back


  Elevation gain: 500 feet


  Hiking time: 2–4 hours


  Difficulty: Easy to sandstone amphitheater; moderate to cave entrance, due to route-finding and tricky climbing


  Trail surface: Sandy dirt and rock


  Best season: Any time when dry


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed, but not in cave or other archaeological sites


  Fees and permits: Cedar Mesa day-use permit required


  MAPS: USGS topo maps: Bluff NW, Utah; Other maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated #706, Grand Gulch Cedar Mesa Plateau


  Trail contacts: BLM Monticello Field Office, 365 N. Main, PO Box 7, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-1500, www.blm.gov/office/monticello-field-office; Other (seasonal): Kane Gulch Ranger Station, UT 261, 4 miles south of UT 95


  Finding the trailhead: From the town of Blanding, take US 191 south for about 3 miles and turn right onto UT 95. Follow UT 95 west for 9.4 miles and turn left just past milepost 112 onto San Juan CR (SJC) 262. (Note that this road may be impassable when wet and that some maps may show it as San Juan CR 230.) Take the red-dirt SJC 262 for 0.3 mile and then stay right at a junction. Follow SJC 262 for another 8.2 miles, pass through a fence line, and then immediately turn right. Follow this doubletrack road for another 0.2 mile to the parking area.


  GPS coordinates: N37° 25.66560' / W109° 37.96800'


  The Hike


  Fishmouth Cave stands high on the east face of Comb Ridge, visible from miles around. It’s impossible not to wonder what’s inside this yawning cavern, inviting exploration to anyone who sees it.



  [image: Approaching Fishmouth Cave.]


Approaching Fishmouth Cave.


  To explore it for yourself, start walking from the parking lot at the end of the road to drop into Butler Wash. At the bottom of the slope, turn right where the road becomes a trail and then follow it up a draw to the west. Watch for the occasional brown vertical post with a hiking symbol to keep you on track.


  Continue through a sagebrush meadow below a sandstone ledge on the right (north). After 0.4 mile, reach a Y-shaped confluence where two separate draws combine to form the one you have been following so far. Cross the nearer (northern) wash beneath some cottonwood trees and then head upcanyon in the southern one. The gaping mouth of your destination can be spotted through the branches overhead.


  As you continue west, the sandstone walls close in and the draw becomes a more pronounced gully. At 0.6 mile, watch for a large alcove on the right, housing a fine collection of Ancestral Puebloan structures. A spur trail allows you to reach the alcove, but be sure to stay behind the chain as you admire the ancient buildings.


 
  [image: Inside Fishmouth Cave.]


Inside Fishmouth Cave.


  A little farther along, a second large alcove on the right shelters another set of ruins. This alcove and the one before it both face south, the typical orientation for habitation sites during the Pueblo II and Pueblo III eras. As you continue up the canyon, notice how similar alcoves on the left side are largely devoid of significant structures, although some contain rudimentary wall remnants. These north-facing alcoves were generally used during the earlier Basketmaker era, which had much more limited architecture.


  At 0.9 mile another large, south-facing alcove stands noticeably empty of ruins. This alcove rests on the canyon floor and is thus unsuitable for permanent construction, owing to the risk of flooding from the wash.


  Past this point the canyon narrows further and the trail climbs up into an open sandstone amphitheater. The entrance to Fishmouth Cave lies directly up the slope.


  Some visitors may be content to enjoy the amphitheater as its own destination. If you continue up to the cave, expect the hike to become more challenging for the final ascent. Multiple social trails climb through the steep boulders and scree, requiring some route-finding through the loose and tricky footing.


  Fishmouth Cave

   
[image: Fishmouth Cave]



  At the top of the scramble, a step into the shade of Fishmouth Cave will offer sudden relief from the sun. After your eyes adjust, you can begin to appreciate the cave’s vast size. Until you have stood under the domed ceiling and listened to your voice echo off the walls, it’s difficult to really grasp the volume of this sandstone cathedral. A comparison with the typically sized alcoves you saw on the approach gives a sense of just how far beyond the norm Fishmouth Cave really is.


  Follow the footpath upward through the dust to reach the rear wall. Unfortunately, acres of graffiti mar the back of the cave, much of it depressingly recent. But if you look carefully you can find some of the ancient rock art left here centuries earlier, including a prominent pictograph of three negative handprints.


  Don’t Touch Rock Imagery or Make Your Own [image: image]


  There are no major ruins here, but similarly to the north-facing alcoves you saw earlier, there are the remains of some Basketmaker shelters. There are also a few artifacts, including dried corncobs and the worn grooves for grinding called metates, scoured into the top of several boulders.


  Leave Grinding in the Past [image: image]


  Gaze out from the cave entrance to enjoy the view from this high perch; you should be able to make out your car and the road you drove in on. Return the way you came.


  Miles and Directions


  0.0 Start from trailhead at parking area.


0.4 Cross the wash.


0.6–0.9 Pass multiple ruin alcoves on the right (north) wall.


1.1 Reach the sandstone amphitheater below the cave.


1.4 Reach the Fishmouth Cave entrance.


2.8 End back at the trailhead.


  5 Arch Canyon Ruin and Trail (Hike)


  


  An easy hike to a notable archaeological site with additional options to explore a giant canyon.


  Steer Clear of Walls [image: image]


  Start: Arch Canyon Trailhead


  Distance: 0.8 mile out and back to ruin; up to 24 miles or more out and back for the entire canyon


  Elevation gain: Minimal to ruin; variable beyond


  Hiking time: 1–2 hours for ruin; variable beyond


  Difficulty: Easy to ruin; variable beyond


  Trail surface: Dirt, rock, and deep sand


  Best season: Spring and fall, when dry


  Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed


  Fees and permits: Cedar Mesa day-use permit required


  MAPS: USGS topo maps: Hotel Rock, Utah, for ruin and lower canyon; South Long Point and Kigalia Point, Utah, for upper canyon; Other maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated #703, Manti-La Sal National Forest


  Trail contacts: Lower canyon and ruin: BLM Monticello Field Office, 365 N. Main, PO Box 7, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-1500, www.blm.gov/office/monticello-field-office; Other (seasonal): Kane Gulch Ranger Station, UT 261, 4 miles south of UT 95; Upper canyon: Manti-La Sal National Forest, Main Office, 599 W. Price River Dr., Price, UT 84501, (435) 637-2817, www.fs.usda.gov/mantilasal; Other: Manti-La Sal National Forest, Monticello Office, 432 E. Center St., P.O. Box 820, Monticello, UT 84535, (435) 587-2041


  Finding the trailhead: From the town of Blanding, take US 191 south for about 3 miles and turn right onto UT 95. Follow UT 95 west for 14.3 miles. Right after crossing Comb Wash, turn right onto San Juan CR 205. Go north on red-dirt SJC 205 for 2.3 miles to pass through a gate. Once through the gate stay right for another 0.1 mile until the road forks. Turn left to avoid crossing Arch Canyon Wash and go another 0.1 mile to pass through a fence and reach the parking area under a large cottonwood tree. Additional parking is available in another 0.1 mile, but the road surface may be rough and difficult to drive.


  GPS coordinates: N37° 32.70900' / W109° 39.99600'


  The Hike


  The way into Arch Canyon is a rough, multiuse dirt road, and it’s possible you will share the route with 4WD vehicles, mountain bikes, or even equestrians. But you can enjoy Arch Canyon on foot, especially if you just want to make the easy hike to its most significant ruin. Beyond that, it’s possible to explore farther into the canyon as much as you like.


  The trail starts in the stony wash next to the parking area. Descend the sandy bank and then follow the creek bed upcanyon to find an information board and trail register on the right.


  The going is not easy on the route. Arch Canyon is a big canyon with a substantial drainage, collecting water from much of the east side of the Elk Ridge highlands. That water flows here and then pools in the canyon’s low point in the wash, which the road crosses back and forth multiple times. In between, there are frequent pits of deep sand.


 
  [image: Sandstone formations above Arch Canyon.]


Sandstone formations above Arch Canyon.


  
  [image: Arch Canyon hoodoos.]


Arch Canyon hoodoos.


  The abundance of water also allows lush plant growth along the route, with large trees and thick reeds along the stream banks.


  At 0.4 mile the trail emerges from the brush into an open area, with Arch Canyon Ruin perched on a broad, grassy knoll against the north wall (right when looking upcanyon).


  A barb-wire fence runs the crest of the knoll. You can walk the length of the fence through the grass to inspect the ruin from a distance and get a general perspective on the site. A linked room block is the structure closest to the fence on the upcanyon end. At the far opposite (downcanyon) end, a gap in the fence allows you controlled access.


  The canyon wall slopes gently over the site, but it is not sufficiently deep to create a true alcove. This leaves the south-facing structures to face the full brunt of the sun.


  Arch Canyon Ruin and Trail


    
[image: Arch Canyon Ruin and Trail]



  Some of the still-standing wall remnants reach to a second story. You may investigate these structures, but be careful not to touch or otherwise harm any of the fragile and sometimes leaning walls. It wouldn’t take much to bring these precarious towers toppling down.


  The back wall of the canyon displays a host of petroglyphs, but they may require some effort to spot. There is little or no desert varnish on the red wall, so there is minimal contrast or color difference between the surface and the underlying, pecked-out rock.


  Don’t Touch Rock Imagery or Make Your Own [image: image]


  The petroglyphs consist mostly of abstract geometric designs interspersed with some more-recognizable snake and human-like shapes. A standard motif here is the spiral, which is common in rock art throughout the Bears Ears region. Some of the art is high and out of easy reach, possibly created by an artist standing on top of buildings that have since disappeared.


  For most visitors, the trip to the ruin makes for a worthy outing by itself. But if you wish to explore further in Arch Canyon, the 4WD road continues for more than 12 miles through sculpted sandstone up toward its source on Elk Ridge. The only limit to how far you wish to go is your own imagination and endurance.


  Unfortunately, seeing any of the arches for which the canyon is named requires a long outing, about 10 miles one way to the foot of Cathedral Arch. A better bet is to drive to Arch Canyon Overlook #1 instead, where you can see it from the rim.


  Miles and Directions


  0.0 Start at Arch Canyon Trailhead.


0.4 Reach Arch Canyon Ruin on the right (north).


3.5 Bypass north tributary junction on the right (north).


8.0 Bypass second north tributary junction on the right (north).


10.0 Bypass Texas Canyon junction on the left (west).


10.2 Reach Cathedral Arch on the right (east).


11.0 Reach Angel Arch on the right (east).


11.8 Reach Butts Canyon junction on the right (east).


  
  [image: Wall remnants at Arch Canyon Ruin.]


Wall remnants at Arch Canyon Ruin.


  Special precautions: Be sure to avoid trespassing on land owned by the Ute Reservation near the parking area and trailhead. This land is usually well signed.


  Vehicle campsites: There are several dispersed car camping locations along SJC 205 between Arch Canyon Trailhead and UT 95. The more-developed Comb Wash Campsite lies directly across UT 95 from the SJC 205 junction with a lot of additional space. Amenities include latrines and picnic tables, but no water is available.
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