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1 




Introduction 




Why do we do fieldwork? 




Put simply, 

fieldwork 

is 

doing 

geography. Rather 




than reading all about places and landscapes in 




a book, fieldwork allows you to study geography 




outside in the real world. Fieldwork gives you the 




chance to actively explore the world around you, 




research it, and collect information or 

data 

on a 




specific topic to understand it. It might take you 




to expansive coastlines, quiet neighbourhoods 




or bustling urban areas. You might need to use 




special instruments to collect your data, or just a 




pen and paper. 




This fieldwork book gives you opportunities to 




study your local area. In order to do this, you will 




use a range of 

fieldwork techniques 

to investigate 




the world around you. You might find that you 




aren’t able to go out and collect the data you 




need – don’t panic! In this book, there are plenty 




of example datasets to use, and chances to 




explore places virtually. 




Who uses fieldwork? 




A 

conservationist 

uses fieldwork to help them 




replenish trees in danger of being lost. 




A 

meteorologist 

uses fieldwork to assess the 




weather and alert people if there is severe weather 




on the way. 




A 

geologist 

uses fieldwork to work out ways to 




prevent floods or earthquakes. 




An 

urban geographer 

uses fieldwork to examine 




how cities are changing. 




An 

environmentalist 

uses fieldwork to assess the 




impact climate change is having. 




A 

social researcher 

uses fieldwork to gather 




evidence on a social issue, such as homelessness. 




You can even do fieldwork on the moon! 




Astronauts have received fieldwork training so 




they can examine what the moon is made of. 




How to use this book 




All fieldwork enquiries in this book follow a 




structure: 




Preparation 




Collection 




Presentation 




Analysis 




Evaluation 




Preparation: 

This stage is how all fieldwork begins. 




It starts with a key enquiry question, which is 




the question that you will be researching and 




seeking to answer. Good preparation will involve 




getting some context to your enquiry, to help you 




understand the topic better. 




Collection: 

In this stage, you will design your 




fieldwork techniques and use them to collect your 




data. These will be the sheets you take out to your 




fieldwork sites. Examples are surveys, assessments 




and questionnaires. 




Presentation: 

After you’ve collected your data, you 




need to make sense of it. This stage will give you 




different ways of presenting your data in charts, 




graphs, maps and posters. 




Analysis: 

Using your presented data, this next 




stage will take you through how to interpret 




what you have found. This might mean looking 




at trends in graphs, patterns in questionnaire 




answers or spotting unusual results. 




Evaluation: 

Evaluation means reflecting on the 




problems you experienced during your fieldwork. 




In this stage, you will be taken through some 




questions that will help you think about what went 




well in your fieldwork, and what didn’t. 




It’s time to begin your first fieldwork enquiry! 










2 




Why is cycle safety important? 




Cycling is a popular, healthy way to get from A to B. Cycling also 




helps reduce traffic congestion because more people cycling to 




work means fewer people driving to work. In countries like the 




Netherlands, famous for its cycle-friendly streets, almost a third of 




all journeys are by bike. Only two per cent of the UK population, 




by contrast, commute by bike. Perhaps this is partly because UK 




cycling can be dangerous: in London alone, around 14 cyclists die in 




road accidents each year. These dangers are also known as 

hazards 




– something that could cause harm. For example, a pothole in the 




road is a hazard, because if a cyclist rides over one, they could lose 




their balance and fall. In order to get more people to commute by 




bike, it is important to first make sure cycling is safe. In a pledge to 




try and get more people on their bikes, the UK Government has 




promised to increase cycle safety to encourage more people to 




cycle rather than use their cars. 




Learning objectives 




u 

To prepare for a geographical 




enquiry on cycle safety. 




u 

To create a traffic count. 




u 

To design a cycling 




questionnaire. 




u 

To present findings in a bar chart 




and a pie chart. 




u 

To analyse and evaluate my 




enquiry. 




How safe do people think my local 




area is for cyclists? 




1.1 






Activity 






Benefits 




Dangers 





Designing the question for 




your enquiry 




All geographical enquiries need a key enquiry 



question. You must consider this question 




throughout the fieldwork and use the information, 




or data, you have gathered over the course of 




your investigation to answer it. The data you 




will collect is called 

primary data, 

as it is new 




information collected by yourself during fieldwork. 




Thinking about cycle safety, our enquiry question 




here will be: How safe do people think my local 




area is for cyclists? 




Only two per cent of the UK 




population commute by bike 




A 










3 





Activities 







2 




Plenty of space 




for a car door to 




open without 




hitting a cyclist 




Side door 




dangerous for 




passing cyclists 




Not enough cycle racks 




to meet demand 




Plenty of cycle 




racks provided 




Separate cycle lane 




away from road 




Cyclists must share 




with other road users 




Clearly outlined 




cycle lane 




Cycle lane shared 




with pedestrians 




Smooth surface 




to cycle on 




Cycle path 




damaged 




A main road in Haringey, London 




B 




How safe do people think my local area is for cyclists? 










4 




For this enquiry, a 

traffic count 




and a 

questionnaire 

will help 




you look at the factors that 




make cycling safe or unsafe 




in your local area. If you are 




going to conduct your fieldwork 




as a class, your teacher will 




discuss with you the best 




road or junction for you to 




study. Alternatively, you could 




complete the activities using 




data recorded on the A1018 




road in Sunderland – a city 




in the north-east of England 




(Figure C). 




Collecting data 




1.2 





R 




iv 




e 




r 




W 




e 




a 




r 




Monkwearmouth 




A 




1 




0 




1 




8 




Location of 




traffic count 




The location of the Sunderland traffic count 




C 




Fieldwork technique 1: traffic count 




Traffic counts record the number and type of vehicle using a road 




over a five-minute period. 




During your virtual cycling trip, you may have noticed different 




amounts of traffic. A quiet, peaceful road may be safer for cyclists, 




while a busy road with lots of large vehicles can be quite frightening 




to cycle through. To investigate how busy roads are, geographers 




use traffic counts. Traffic counts can give you an idea of how safe 




that road might be for cyclists. For instance, a road that has plenty 




of big vehicles going through it might be less safe for cyclists than 




one with smaller vehicles like motorbikes. 






Location: 




Road: 




Date: 




Time: 




Type of vehicle Travelling left–right Travelling right–left Total number 




Cars 







Traffic count template 




D 





Activities 







b) 




5 
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