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NOTES

FRONTISPIECE

Wilson, T. C., “The dissecting room,” Center for the History of Medicine, Harvard Countway Library, https://collections.countway.harvard.edu. Accessed February 29, 2024.

AUTHOR’S NOTE

“‘First,’ said Swan, ‘the first full reports…’” Robert J. Swan, “Prelude and Aftermath of the Doctors’ Riot of 1788: A Religious Interpretation of White and Black Reaction to Grave Robbing,” New York History, October 2000, 451.

CHAPTER 1: MEDICINE’S MORAL CONUNDRUM

“A caricature from 1782…” Unknown, 1782. “William Hunter (1718–1783) in His Museum in Windmill Street on the Day of Resurrection, Surrounded by Skeletons and Bodies, Some of Whom Are Searching for Their Missing Parts. Engraving, 1782.” Wellcome Collection.

“…having been appointed physician extraordinary…” William Munk, “William Hunter,” The Roll of the Royal College of Physicians of London (London: The College Pall Mall East, 1878), Vol. II, 1701–1800, 207–8.

“Hunter typically supplied each anatomy student…” Toby Gelfand, “The ‘Paris Manner’ of Dissection: Student Anatomical Dissection in Early Eighteenth Century Paris,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine, March–April 1972, 101.

“A writer in the Quaker journal…” Author signed as “Phillip’s Vacation Thoughts,” The British Friends: Vol. 14, No. 1–12 (Glasgow: William and Robert Smeal, 1856), Vol. 8, 204.

“The first known case of body snatching…” Charles Singer, A Short History of Anatomy & Physiology from the Greeks to Harvey (New York: Dover Publications, 1957), 121.

“Leonardo da Vinci paid body snatchers…” Joseph K. Perloff, “Human Dissection and the Science and Art of Leonardo da Vinci,” American Journal of Cardiology, January 31, 2013, www.ajconline.org. Accessed October 24, 2024.

“The great anatomist Andreas Vesalius…” Amber R. Comer, “The Evolving Ethics of Anatomy: Dissecting an Unethical Past in Order to Prepare for a Future of Ethical Anatomical Practice,” The Anatomical Record, 2022, 820.

“Ruth Richardson, in her seminal work…” Ruth Richardson, Death, Dissection, and the Destitute (London: Penguin Books, 1988), 68.

“Wrote one physician in 1824…” Suzanne M. Shultz, Body Snatching: The Robbing of Graves for the Education of Physicians in Early Nineteenth Century America (Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2005), 20.

“The group, known as the ‘Spunker Club…’” Nuriya Saifulina, “Harvard’s Habeas Corpus: Grave Robbing at Harvard Medical School,” The Crimson, www.thecrimson.com. Accessed Feb. 3, 2025.

“Warren once told of a body snatching…” Edward Warren, The Life of John Warren, MD: Surgeon-General During the War of the Revolution, First Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in Harvard College, President of the Massachusetts Medical Society, Etc. (Boston: Noyes, Holmes and Company, 1874), 233.

“According to famed British surgeon and anatomist Sir Astley Cooper…” James Blake Bailey, The Diary of a Resurrectionist: To Which Are Added an Account of the Resurrection Men in London and a Short History of the Passing of the Anatomy Act, 1811–1812 (London: Swan Sonnenschein, 1896), 15.

“At a time when most American physicians…” Emails from Stephen Novak, March 31 and April 1, 2022.

“‘We could not venture to meddle…’” Michael Sappol, A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002), 103.

“Students go in, first day of anatomy…” Interview with Ann Zumwalt, PhD, March 30, 2022.

“Between April 1788 and the end of 1884…” Sappol, Traffic, 106.

“Riots also broke out in…” Linden F. Edwards, “Resurrection Riots During the Heroic Age of Anatomy in America,” Bulletin of the History of Medicine, Mar.-Apr. 1951, 180–82.

“Castleton Medical College in Vermont decreed…” Arthur M. Lassek, Human Dissection: Its Drama and Struggle (Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas, 1958), 209–10.

“No arrests were made…” Mark Bushnell, “Then Again: In Early Vermont, Robbery Was a Grave Concern,” VT Digger.com, https://vtdigger.org. Accessed Jan. 18, 2025.

“‘Grave robbing, naturally enough…’” “Body Snatching in Indianapolis,” Medical Standard, vol. 25, no. 12, December 1902, 644.

“The bones were then sold…” “Alistair Cooke’s Bones Were Stolen for Implantation, His Family Says,” New York Times, Dec. 23, 2005, www.nytimes.com.

“The case became the subject…” Toby Dye, director, Bodysnatchers of New York, Filmrise, 2010.

“An embalmer from Staten Island…” “Funeral Parlor Owner from Staten Island Sentenced in Body Parts Scheme,” Staten Island Advance, March 21, 2019, www.silive.com/news/2009/01/former_staten_island_funeral_p.html.

“In the summer of 2023…” Laura Ly, “Former Harvard Medical School Morgue Manager Is Accused of Stealing, Selling and Shipping Human Body Parts, Indictment Says,” CNN, www.cnn.com.

“‘I remember walking by a dissection table…’” “Letters of Appreciation,” Division of Anatomy, Ohio State University College of Medicine, https://medicine.osu.edu/. Accessed March 23, 2025.
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