

    
        
          A Journey With The Holy Spirit

        

        
        
          Alan Bowman

        

        
          Published by Alan Bowman, 2021.

        

    


Table of Contents

Title Page

A Journey With The Holy Spirit

A JOURNEY WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT | Alan Bowman

Introduction

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER  2 | A Taste of Things To Come

CHAPTER 3 | Fasting By Eating More

CHAPTER 4 | New Territory,New Blessings

CHAPTER 5 | Growing as a family and growing in faith

CHAPTER  6 | Mission Trips and Mission Trips With a Difference

CHAPTER 7 | International Holiday Evangelism

CHAPTER 8 | Extra Open Doors Through Social Media

CHAPTER 9 | A Misunderstood Thing Called Money

CHAPTER 10 | If We Are Willing God Will Give Us Open Doors For The Gospel

In order for me and you to be saved it took someone,somewhere to share the gospel with us.And for that we are eternally grateful.

Sign up for Alan Bowman's Mailing List

About the Author


[image: the book cover]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

A JOURNEY WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Alan Bowman


[image: ]


Foreword


There is a question that has been hanging around inside many christians:


“ God I know about ,Jesus I know about,but who is the Holy Spirit?”

Naturally both the Father and Jesus are the main two personalities in the word of God.By comparison not so much is said about the character and work of the Holy Spirit .Neither how we are to begin to form a relationship with him?The early church knew how to.Are we missing something vital here?

One of the goals of this book is to help lead believing christians into experiential encounters of the Spirit of God of their own and to relate to him better as a person.My purpose is that as I share my journey with you ,where I got it right ,where I get it wrong ,then you will start developing your own relationship with him and step out further into new adventures .Then no demon will dare say to you, 

“Jesus I know,Paul I know but who are you ?”

Because you will be flowing with the Holy Spirit just like they did.
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There is often found,these days,many corporate visions being given,for a new or special touch of God.But any such vision must become personal.It has to fall right down inside of us so we crave and hunger after it to a point of desperation.Translating wanting God`s touch to pulling him to us because we must have it and believe we can have it.John G Lake preached about “ praying to become hungry”.Simply because hungry people never give up until they get what they want.Jacob was transformed by the touch of God,demanding that he would not let God go until he blessed him.He was blessed and touched so that he literally walked differently from that day onwards.Its my prayer that that will happen in your life.That you will not just stand out from other people but from other believers too because of the touch of the power and life of the Holy Spirit in and through you.God wants us all to be a transformed generation ,so why not you too?Pray to become hungry and then from that hunger actively press yourself into God`s giving heart.Ask and you will receive.May this book serve as a catalyst for stimulating or even increasing that necessary hunger.At the same time,God is definitely on the move,the kingdom of God is at hand and this is a very exciting time to be alive. 

What I have chosen to write is in the most part a journal of personal testimonies that I hope will both illustrate word of God principles and give inspiration to you the reader.Many are from sharing the gospel,many are not. I am not an evangelist.I want you to be motivated into a life with the Holy Spirit where anything can happen.Without him these would just be blank pages. I must decrease,die to self fully,so he can increase.

Jesus said to the woman at the well,

“ If you knew the gift of God....” 

One day recently I read those words and was captured by those words and wanted to write “ If you could only imagine now how wonderful,amazing,  vibrant,powerful,joyful,liberating,passionate,loving, etc the Holy Spirit is....(my version)..Simply because that had been some of my experiences of the Holy Spirit at different times.

“.... and who it is that asks you for a drink , you would have asked him and he would have given you living water “ ( John 4 v 10 ) 

Of course I didn`t experience all those characteristics of the Spirit in one day.Like every journey it has a beginning.
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The Fire
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There is a Fire unknown to fallen man

A Living Flame they will never understand

As the darkness cannot comprehend the Light

So this Fire is beyond their abilities and natural sight!

A River of Fire flows from the Throne of God

This Fire lives and sings about the Father’s Love

All fear burns and turns to ash before this Fire

Total freedom for his children is our Father’s desire

Our God and Father is an all-consuming Fire

His Kingdom will and purpose is for us to ‘come up higher’

His Fiery Glory without limit, to ride the thermals of His Holy Spirit

So let us live in the River of Fire

With a heart full of faith and expectant desire!

Then the Seven Burning Fires that stand before His Throne

Will come and rest upon us and make our hearts their home

THERE IS SO MUCH IN God`s kingdom . I love this simple verse Matthew 13 v 44 . There is a couple of traditional interpretations of this parable but one I like goes like this :

A man finds treasure, buries it and buys the whole field because he believes there is even more treasure or even more types of treasure in that field . And he wants it all . Some people enjoy some things of God and stop . God rejoices when we are hungry for more or ALL. So that he and his kingdom in heaven may be made manifest on earth . The enemy of all this is satisfaction . We can then fall into the danger of cooling off when earlier we were truly on fire, but the promise is “ He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire “ so he can bring anyone from lukewarm to blazing hot. 

Jesus had gone to the cross,been resurrected,in order to become the world`s only Saviour .Next step,Father,Son and Holy Spirit, in complete agreement,would arrange the return of Jesus back to Heaven.After that the Holy Spirit would begin his earthly ministry.

An often overlooked verse is this next one.If someone else had said it we would be sceptical.But Jesus said it so therefore we need to take it seriously.

“But very truly I tell you,it is for your good that I am going away.Unless I go away,the Advocate (Holy Spirit) will not come to you;but if I go,I will send him to you.” (John 16v7)

Just as important at this beginning..

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even grater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

If you love me keep my commands.And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever-the Spirit of Truth.The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.But you know him,for he lives with you and will be in you.”

(John 14 v 12, 15-17)

As promised, the Holy Spirit would be in the disciples and, so it was:

“After he said this,he showed them his hands and side.The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.Again Jesus said,” Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “ Receive the Holy Spirit.” “

(John 20 v 20-22)

At this point when they received the Holy Spirit they were now born-again. It was not possible for them, or anyone, to be born-again until Jesus had gone to the cross and been resurrected. They were now the first born-again believers in the whole world.

Centuries later millions of others have asked Jesus to come into their lives and be their Lord and Saviour and the Holy Spirit has given spiritual birth to their dead human spirit so they too could be born again.( John 3v6 )

But Jesus didn`t stop there he had much more planned for the disciples by introducing them, as the forerunners of all born-again believers, to the empowering baptism of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts ch.2).

Sadly,too many believers stopped once they got born-again of the Spirit and for whatever reason didn`t follow the Lord`s plan to let him baptise them in the Holy Spirit and fire.

My own testimony was that I was a new believer,had started going to a church where about half of the members said that the whole Pentecost empowering experience( and everything related to it ) was now out of date,whilst the other half knew that it was a lie. I however didn`t have a clue.I just knew that those who were in the “Pro-Pentecost Party” seemed to be happier people.For me,I simply looked at the signs and wonders that accompanied the ministry of Reinhard Bonnke which drew hundreds of thousands to be saved at that time before growing even beyond those numbers.I started reading both the bible and Reinhard Bonnke`s mission magazines and concluded that the Holy Spirit wanted to be alive and active beyond anyone`s imagination.And I liked that idea.

Having come to this point I was still alone not knowing how to proceed.Half of the church were content where they were and the other half wanted the charismatic experiences of the Holy Spirit. But now I was wanting even more because these mission magazines really stirred me up.

I really respected the pastor of the church.He not only was a nice guy but he was also a long,lost friend of my parents.I believed that if I somehow prayed for him passionately enough maybe he would ignite the church through a red hot Holy Spirit sermon one Sunday.So I hung my hopes on that idea and often prayed for him like that.

At the same time I had made friends with some believers from a large Pentecostal church in town ...( Why didn`t I think of leaving the first church instead of trying to change it some way?).....they often told me that I needed to be baptised in the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues.They often repeated that sentence to me. It had no meaning to me whatsoever.Until the devil really fooled me with a seemingly innocent lie.He gave me the thought “ all this tongues thing you are hearing from them is just an over-emphasis because they belong to a pentecostal denomination.Just like you hear an over-emphasis on baptism because you go to a baptist church .Nothing more.” it sounded logical and correct but it was a lie from the pit of hell.

I didn`t realise it but I was now trapped by this lie.If God didn`t move to set me free by a revelation I would continue living in the prison of false doctrine.

One night the pastor did preach about the baptism in the Holy Spirit and at the end of his message anyone who wanted this could be prayed for.I went out, was prayed for, didn`t notice anything remarkable and asked myself,

” shouldn`t I be speaking in tongues now ?”

In the coming days I tried this and heard myself speaking in something that sounded half Portuguese (or not ).


Weeks went by and I occasionally tested my tongues.Thankfully ,God had more in store.
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CHAPTER  2

A Taste of Things To Come
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One evening my house group leader went to hear a visiting team from the Vineyard Church network from the USA,which was headed by John Wimber. At the next house group meeting,the leader gave a short testimony of what he had experienced.He got everyone`s attention.Then came a legendary comment by a woman in the group which is still embedded in me ,” I don`t know if this relevant but my nose has just gone red hot !” Without hesitating the house group leader laid hands on her and she was healed from a sinus problem she had had for years.When she opened her eyes she was amazed.We all were.Never before had we seen anything like this happen in our church.We were struck with awe and excitement.That healing by the Holy Spirit lit a fire of expectancy for the next house group meeting.

At the next meeting,two weeks later,God responded to the faith and expectancy in the air.As the weeks continued people sometimes received prophetic pictures,were prompted to read relevant and encouraging bible verses, worship in the meetings was totally different.There was much excitement ,joy and expectation.Some from the group started opening up their homes to have coffee mornings to reach their unsaved neighbours.On one evening the presence of the Lord came down in a specific way.His presence this time defined and revealed his royalty.You felt that a “ king had walked in”and the
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