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welcome
It is often said that life’s a journey. Indeed, each  and every one of us has taken a different path that  has shaped the person we are and the life we live.  Some of us have been here, others there; some of  us have done this while others have done that; one  of us has accomplished one thing while somebody  else has achieved another.
With limited time in our lives, we can’t possibly  do it all; but most of us enjoy hearing from someone who has experienced something that we have  only dreamed of doing. What was it like? How did  it feel? How nervous were you? Truthfully, few of  us can raise our hands in a group and say that  we’ve rafted the Colorado River. But for those of  us who haven’t, it can be a lot of fun to learn about  the road—or river—not taken.
Yet somewhere along life’s highway our paths   have converged. We have shared the same experience, done the same thing, been to the same place.  Discovering that another person shares a part of  who we are brings about a sense of connected-ness . . . as well as a wonderful opportunity for  great conversation! Let’s be honest: It’s fun to talk  with someone else who, like ourselves, went  through the experience of locking the keys in the  car. We value common ground.
Have You Ever . . . is a collection of 450 questions  that gives you the opportunity to discover what  others have done and how their lives differ or  equate with your own. At the same time, it affords  each of us the chance to talk about ourselves, to  “brag” a little. All the questions have been carefully designed to be entertaining and noncontroversial; you can feel comfortable using our book  with family, friends, children . . . even people you’ve  just met.
In addition to learning about others, you’ll learn  a lot about who you are in the process of perusing  this book. What have you done that you had forgotten about? What haven’t you done that you still   hope to accomplish? You’ll uncover the answers to  these and many other questions as you weave your  way through the thought-provoking pages of  Have  You Ever . . .
Some suggestions for playing Have You Ever . . .  are on pages 1 to 3.

a special note to our readers
None of the questions in this book has been created to be an end in itself; rather, each query is   designed to serve as a jumping-off point for further  conversation. For example, instead of simply answering “no” to question #29 and moving on, pause  for a moment . . . and think about the types of silly  mishaps that have happened to you. Soon you’ll be  talking about the time you slammed your finger in  the door or dropped that heavy box on your foot.  For question #6, don’t dismiss the question if you  haven’t spent an October in Vermont; instead, talk  about that spring azalea festival you experienced   in the South, or the memorable snowy Christmas you spent at Vail. Have You Ever . . . should always be used to enhance your conversations, not  restrict them!

have you ever . . .  
as a fun group game
Have You Ever . . . is a great icebreaker game and  source of entertainment that will get people of all  ages mixing, mingling, and having fun in no time.  There are many ways to enjoy Have You Ever . . .  Here are our favorites:

1. For any size group, large  or small. 
Gather everyone together in a central location in a  room. Read a Have You? question aloud. Every person who can honestly answer “yes” to the question  moves to the right side of the room; all “noes” shift  to the left side of the room.
Read another question from the book. All “yes”  responses move (or stay) to the right side; all   “no” responses move (or stay) to the left side.
As you continue to read different questions, the   two groups will continually change, getting larger  or smaller depending on each person’s response.  Plan on reading about 20 questions; this will allow  enough time for some fun interaction and virtually  ensures that each player will find that he/she has  something in common with every other participant.

2. For groups of 10 or  more. 
In advance of the gathering, choose any 16 questions that you really like from the book. With a pen  (or a computer), divide a standard-size sheet of paper into 16 squares (much like a bingo card).  Write/type one Have You Ever . . . question in each  square and then make enough copies so every  guest can have a sheet. (If your group is large  enough and you so desire, it’s OK to make several  different playing sheets, each containing different  questions.) Provide a pencil or pen for each player.
Give the participants about 10 to 15 minutes to  mingle, asking one another the questions on the  sheet. The “asker” should continue reading questions aloud until the “respondent” finally answers   “yes” to one. At that point, the respondent puts  his/her signature in that question’s square and   cannot—at the moment—be asked another question. (The respondent may, however, become the  asker at this point; this efficiently allows each party  the chance to fill a square on his/her sheet with the  other person’s name.) After each of the other participants has at least been solicited for a “yes” response to one of the questions, the asker may go  back to anyone else and try to secure another “yes”  to an unsigned question. The goal of the game is to get  each of the 16 squares signed. (Note:  Each participant  may himself/herself sign off on one square, provided a “yes” response can honestly be given to a  question.) In rare instances, there may be a square  that nobody can honestly answer. That’s OK; it  shows that everyone in the group has something in  common!
In theory, the winner is the first person to get a  signature in each of the 16 squares; however, it’s  far more enjoyable for everyone else if the winner  is left unannounced and each participant continues  to ask around until all of his/her squares are signed  or the time limit expires.

1
Have you ever been to Disney World?
2
Have you ever blown a tire   while driving?
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3
Have you ever flown in something  other than an airplane?
4
Have you ever met a professional  athlete?
5
Have you ever called in sick when you  weren’t really sick?
6
Have you ever been in New England  during autumn?
7
Have you ever refused to pay   for a meal at a restaurant?
8
Have you ever served on a jury?
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9
Have you ever been inside a castle?
10
Have you ever been in a restaurant   and discovered something in your  food that shouldn’t have been there?
11
Have you ever had anything published?
12
Have you ever taken a peek  at someone else’s diary?
13
Have you ever had the chicken pox?
14
Have you ever helped to stop a crime?
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15
Have you ever been on a   Caribbean cruise?
16
Have you ever lost your wallet?
17
Have you ever broken a bone?
18
Have you ever memorized the  Gettysburg Address?
19
Have you ever played in a band?
20
Have you ever been stuck   in an elevator?
21
Have you ever worked on a farm?
22
Have you ever been chased by a dog?
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23
Have you ever run out of gas  while driving?
24
Have you ever caught   a ball in the stands   at a professional baseball game?
25
Have you ever been stung by a bee?
26
Have you ever been to Alaska?
27
Have you ever “adopted” a grandma   or grandpa (e.g., someone at a  nursing home, an older person   in your neighborhood, etc.)?
28
Have you ever won money in a lottery?
29
Have you ever hit your thumb  with a hammer?
30
Have you ever looked at a map just   for the fun of looking at a map?
31
Have you ever complained at your local  post office about poor mail delivery?
32
Have you ever fallen asleep   during a sermon?
33
Have you ever ridden a motorcycle?
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34
Have you ever visited a   famous battlefield?
35
Have you ever been to the  Grand Canyon?
36
Have you ever literally X’d   off the days on a calendar   in anticipation of something?
37
Have you ever met a professional  musician?
38
Have you ever been so   happy you cried?
39
Have you ever lost an important   piece of jewelry?
40
Have you ever eaten some kind   of exotic, wild game?
41
Have you ever gone ice fishing?
42
Have you ever marched in a parade?
43
Have you ever accomplished something  that everyone else told you   would be impossible to achieve?
44
Have you ever locked your   keys in the car?
45
Have you ever eaten at a   famous restaurant?
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46
Have you ever seen something   so beautiful it nearly   took your breath away?
47
Have you ever witnessed a   natural phenomenon?
48
Have you ever thanked the person   who had the greatest influence   on your life?
49
Have you ever left your Christmas   tree up past January 15?
50
Have you ever been to a wedding  where the bride/groom   changed her/his mind?
51
Have you ever been in   Minnesota in January?
52
Have you ever been written up   in the newspaper?
53
Have you ever slammed a   door on your finger?
54
Have you ever been locked out   of your home?
55
Have you ever had a pen pal?
56
Have you ever gone on a blind date?
57
Have you ever mistaken a   person for someone else?
58
Have you ever completely forgotten   where you parked the car?
59
Have you ever predicted something   that ultimately did happen?
60
Have you ever enthusiastically   said “yes” to something you   wish you had adamantly said “no” to?
61
Have you ever had a hole-in-one?
62
Have you ever attended   a class reunion?
63
Have you ever been told you   look like someone famous?
64
Have you ever learned a   foreign language?
65
Have you ever seen an endangered  species (or other rarely   seen animal) in the wild?
66
Have you ever lied about your age?
67
Have you ever climbed a mountain?
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68
Have you ever gotten lost in a big city?
69
Have you ever started   your own business?
70
Have you ever been to a state fair?
71
Have you ever traveled abroad?
72
Have you ever known or met   someone over 100 years old?
73
Have you ever found more than   $10 lying on the ground?
74
Have you ever gone whale-watching   off the coast?
75
Have you ever walked out of a theater   because the movie was so bad?
76
Have you ever milked a cow by hand?
77
Have you ever had your picture   taken with someone famous?
78
Have you ever been stranded   at the airport?
79
Have you ever suffered   from poison ivy?
80
Have you ever researched   your family’s history?
81
Have you ever played a   trick on a friend?
82
Have you
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