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CHRONOLOGY 
KEY DATES OF THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR












	
1753

	




	
December 11

	
Washington arrives at Fort Le Boeuf







	
1754

	




	
July 4

	
Washington surrenders Fort Necessity





	
July 11

	
Albany Congress adjourns





	
September 15

	
Braddock commissioned commander in chief





	
1755

	




	
February 20

	
Braddock arrives in Virginia





	
June 8

	
Boscawen captures the Alcide and the Lys





	
July 9

	
Braddocks Defeat on the Monongahela





	
September 8

	
Battle of Lake George






	
1756

	




	
May 18

	
Great Britain declares war on France





	
May 20

	
French defeat Admiral Byng off Minorca





	
June 9

	
France reciprocates and declares war on Great Britain





	
August 14

	
Surrender of British forts at Oswego








	
1757

	




	
June 29

	
Pitt-Newcastle ministry takes office





	
July 25

	
Duke of Cumberland defeated at Hastenbeck





	
August 5

	
Lord Loudoun abandons attack on Louisbourg





	
August 9

	
British surrender Fort William Henry





	
November 5

	
Frederick the Great defeats French at Rossbach






	
1758

	




	
June 8

	
Wolfe leads British troops ashore in Garabus Bay





	
July 8

	
Battle of Fort Carillon (Ticonderoga)





	
July 27

	
French surrender Louisbourg to Amherst





	
August 27

	
Bradstreet raids Fort Frontenac





	
September 14

	
Grants battle outside Fort Duquesne





	
October 12

	
Battle of Fort Ligonier





	
November 24

	
French abandon Fort Duquesne





	
December 29

	
British capture Gore in Senegal





	
1759

	




	
January 16

	
Barrington lands on Martinique





	
January 23

	
Barrington lands on Guadeloupe





	
May 2

	
French surrender Guadeloupe to British





	
June 26

	
Wolfes troops land near Quebec





	
July 25

	
French surrender Fort Niagara





	
July 26

	
French abandon Fort Carillon





	
July 31

	
French abandon Fort Saint Frdric





	
August 1819

	
Boscawen defeats de la Clue off Lagos





	
September 13

	
Battle of the Plains of Abraham (Quebec)





	
September 17

	
French surrender Quebec





	
October 4

	
Rogers and his rangers attack Saint Francis





	
November 20

	
Hawke defeats Conflans in Quiberon Bay






	
1760

	




	
April 28

	
Second Battle of Quebec (Sainte-Foy)





	
May 15

	
British relief fleet arrives at Quebec





	
August 8

	
Fort Loudoun surrenders to Cherokee





	
September 8

	
French surrender Montreal and all of Canada





	
September 13

	
Rogers departs Montreal for Detroit





	
October 25

	
King George II dies






	
1761

	




	
August 15

	
Bourbon Family Compact signed





	
October 4

	
William Pitt resigns his office






	
1762

	




	
January 4

	
Great Britain declares war on Spain





	
February 13

	
British capture Martinique





	
August 11

	
British capture Havana





	
October 6

	
British capture Manila in Philippines






	
1763

	




	
February 10

	
Treaty of Paris signed





	
May 7

	
Pontiac first tries to take Detroit





	
June 2

	
Chippewa capture Fort Michilimackinac





	
July 31

	
Battle of Bloody Run near Detroit





	
August 56

	
Battle of Bushy Run near Pittsburgh





	
August 10

	
Relief of Fort Pitt by British forces





	
October 7

	
Proclamation of 1763 issued by George III





	
November 16

	
Gage succeeds Amherst as commander in chief
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Duc de Choiseuil, French minister of foreign affairs



Native Americans in North America




Attakullakulla (Little Carpenter), Cherokee chief in Carolinas


Hendrick, Mohawk chief killed at battle of Lake George


Oconostota, Cherokee chief of Overhill clans


Neolin, Delaware prophet, inspired revolt against non-Indians


Pontiac, Ottawa chief at siege of Detroit


Tanaghrisson (the Half King), Seneca chief who aided Washington


Teedyuscung, Delaware leader involved with treaty of Easton




Commanders in chief of British forces in North America




Edward Braddock, 17541755


William Shirley, 17551756
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James Abercromby, 1758


Jeffery Amherst, 17581763
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In the British colonies in North America




James De Lancey, lieutenant governor of New York


James Glen, governor of South Carolina


Robert Dinwiddie, lieutenant governor of Virginia


William Shirley, governor of Massachusetts




Principal British commanders in the field and on the seas




Edward Boscawen, naval operations off Louisbourg and France


Henry Bouquet, Fort Duquesne and Indian campaigns


John Bradstreet, bateaux expert, Fort Frontenac raid


John Forbes, Fort Duquesne campaign and Indian relations


Lord Howe, Abercrombys deputy, killed in attack on Carillon


William Johnson, superintendent of Indian Affairs


James Murray, one of Wolfes brigadiers at Quebec, attacked Montreal



Robert Rogers, famous as ranger; doomed to other failures


Charles Townshend, one of Wolfes brigadiers at Quebec; politician


James Wolfe, Louisbourg and Quebec campaigns




In the French colonies in North America




Marquis de Duquesne, governor-general of New France, 17521755


Marquis de Vaudreuil, governor-general of New France, 17551760




Principal French commanders in the field and on the seas




Maximin de Bompar, naval operations in Caribbean and off France


Baron de Dieskau, commanded forces at Battle of Lake George


Comte de Bougainville, Montcalms trusted aide-de-camp


Marquis de Galissoniere, admiral opposing Byng off Minorca


Franois-Gaston de Lvis, succeeded Montcalm and defended Montreal


Franois-Marie le Marchand de Lignery, commandant at Fort Duquesne


Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, commandant at Fort Le Boeuf


Marquis de Montcalm, commander in chief of French forces, 17561759


Pierre Pouchet, commandant at Fort Niagara












INTRODUCTION 
THE WAR THAT WON A CONTINENT





England and France had been at war sincewell, it seemed like forever. For more than three centuries, Europe had known far more years of warfare than of peace. But no matter what the conflict, or how causes and alliances changed, one pairing remained constant: England and France were always on opposite sides just as surely as they sat on opposite sides of the English Channel. By the mid-eighteenth century, however, this cross-Channel feud began to take on major global dimensions, as it became evident that far more than the mastery of Europe was at stake.


The colonies that half a dozen nations had established in the New World were flourishing. By 1733, thirteen English colonies stretched along the Atlantic coast. But this territory was minuscule compared with French outposts and settlements that embraced half a continentfrom the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River, westward across the Great Lakes, and down the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico.


Spain, too, was a major player in North America, claiming Florida, Texas, and the headwaters of the Rio Grande as the northern fringes of its domain. In earlier European wars, North America had been mostly a sideshow; but by 1748, these English, French, and Spanish empires were colliding in North America along ever-expanding frontiers. The bad blood of centuries-old European feuds was about to be spilled here as well.


Hemmed in by French claims, the English colonies squeezed between the Appalachians and the Atlantic coast grew uneasy. Virginia dispatched a twenty-one-year-old surveyor named George Washington west to tell the French on the upper Ohio River that they were trespassers. The French were cordial, but emphatic in their denial. When a British force under General Edward Braddock marched to the forks of the Ohio two years later, it met with a disastrous defeat that unleashed what quickly became historys first global war.


From the Ohio River to the falls of Niagara, across Lake Champlain, and down the Saint Lawrence River, North Americas colonial frontiers erupted in flames. By the time what Europe called the Seven Years War was concluded, it had been fought not only in North America, but also on the battlefields of Europe and in colonies throughout the worldfrom the Caribbean to India, Africa, and the Philippines.


The war in North America was characterized by desperate battles in virgin wilderness. There were epic treks by Rogers Rangers, the original Green Berets; dogged campaigns to capture strategic linchpins such as Fort Duquesne and Fort Ticonderoga; and the legendary battle of Quebec atop the Plains of Abraham. Then, just when the British thought that they had won a continent, France counterattacked and almost recaptured Quebec.


When the warring powers finally met to sign the Treaty of Paris of 1763, the map of the world looked quite different from its appearance seven years before. As the historian Francis Parkman succinctly put it, half a continent changed hands at the scratch of a pen. But a challenge soon came from Frances Native American allies. Urged on by an Ottawa chief named Pontiac, a loose confederation of Northwest Indian nations launched a series of attacks that again turned the colonial frontier red with blood and threatened to lose for Great Britain all that it had gained from France.



Great Britains resolution of this Native American resistance had almost as much to say about the future of North America as did its victories over France. King George III proclaimed a vast Indian reserve between the Appalachians and the Mississippi River, effectively hemming in his American colonists along the Atlantic coast just as the French had done previously. The young king also looked to the colonies as a source of income to pay the debts of this latest war.


Land claims extinguished west of the Appalachians and taxes imposed without representation quickly rankled colonists no longer bound to the British crown by the fear of French encirclement. Revolution was premature, but the die had been cast. The triumphs of one war had sown the seeds of discontent that would lead to another. Great Britain had indeed won a continent, but in doing so, it had also lit the fuse of revolution.






North America, circa 1754
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BOOK ONE


Colliding Empires 
(17481756)
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For forming this general union, gentlemen, there is no time to be lost; the French seem to have advanced further towards making themselves masters of this continent within these last five or six years than they have done ever since the first beginning of their settlements upon it.


WILLIAM SHIRLEY, ROYAL GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS, to the General Court of Massachusetts, April 2, 1754
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THE BELLS OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE





In the fall of 1748, the bells in the venerable cathedral at Aix-la-Chapelle pealed out the welcome news that Europe was again at peace. Europes warring powers had gathered at the site of Charlemagnes medieval capital in yet another attempt to end their incessant feuds and bring a lasting peace to the continent. But the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelleas has been the case with so many of historys paper pronouncementsfailed to resolve gnawing geopolitical realities. The playing field was no longer just the continent of Europe. Increasingly, it was the entire world, and the rival empires that fought on European battlefields were also colliding on far-flung oceans and faraway continents. Nowhere was this truer than in North America.


For more than two centuries, England had lagged far behind its European rivals in coloring in the map of North America. John Cabot sailed the North Atlantic a few years after Columbuss first voyage, but England did little more for decades. Meanwhile, the Frenchman Jacques Cartier circled Newfoundland and probed the Saint Lawrence River as far as the site of Montreal in 15341535. Elsewhere, Coronado carried the Spanish banner across the American southwest and de Soto traversed the Deep South between 1539 and 1542. Somewhat belatedly, Elizabeth I of England sent Martin Frobisher on three voyages across the Atlantic in the 1570s to search for the Northwest Passage and reassert Cabots claims. By then, Spain had already established an outpost at Saint Augustine on the Florida coast in response to French forays into the area.


The continent of North America was never, of course, a universal blank waiting to be claimed, as all Europe deemed it. Numerous Native American nations, some quite powerful empires themselves, held sway over forest, lake, bayou, and river. Like the Europeans, they, too, frequently fought among themselves for territorial rights and other prerogatives. These Native Americanor Indiansovereignties did not deter European incursions, but they certainly made such incursions far more complex and conflicted. (Because contemporary accounts use the term Indians, it has sometimes been retained here rather than the currently accepted term Native Americans.)


In 1577, Spain was still the worlds leading power, but Elizabeth could not resist probing its weaknesses by dispatching Francis Drake to circle the globe and cause a little havoc on the Spanish Main. Attempts by the English to plant a colony at Roanoke on the Carolina coast withered under the distraction of the Spanish Armada; and by the time three English ships anchored off Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607, Elizabeth was dead and England still far behind in the race for a continent.


Three years before, a French company that included Samuel de Champlain had established an outpost at the mouth of the Saint Croix River between present-day Maine and New Brunswick. After a damp and frigid northeastern winter, the post was moved to Port Royal on the northwest coast of Nova Scotia. When Port Royal was temporarily abandoned in 1607, Champlain and a few others refused to return to France and instead followed Cartiers route up the Saint Lawrence and built an outpost under the Rock of Quebec.


Meanwhile, Spanish Florida was thriving despite Drakes burning of Saint Augustine in 1586. Juan de Oates efforts at colonization on the northern reaches of Spains claims resulted in the founding of Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1609. That same year, the Dutch entered the competition when Henry Hudson, an Englishman serving under the Dutch flag, sailed the tiny Half Moon up the Hudson River. In 1624, just four years after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, the Dutch West India Company built a trading post called Fort Orange at the future site of Albany, New York.


Thus the seeds of many would-be empires were planted in North America. For a time the vastness of the continent swallowed their meager expansion and prevented major collisions. Then in 1682, Robert La Salle and his men dragged canoes across the portage between the Chicago and Illinois rivers and floated down the Illinois to the Mississippi. Continuing south down the Mississippi, La Salle reached the Gulf of Mexico and on a spot of dry ground at the rivers mouth proclaimed the sovereignty of Louis XIV over half a continent. The French already controlled one of North Americas strategic arteriesthe Saint Lawrence River and the Great Lakesand now, on April 9, 1682, La Salle grandly claimed another. Henceforth, La Salle asserted, the Mississippi River and its tributaries, this country of Louisiana, were the domain of France.1


Indeed, by 1700 a look at the map of North America suggested that France held claim to the lions share. From Quebec, up the Saint Lawrence, across the Great Lakes to Michilimackinac, and down the Mississippi Valley, France constructed a string of trading posts that included Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes in the Illinois country and Fort Pontchartrain (Detroit) between lakes Huron and Erie. Spain was equally well established along the Gulf Coast east and west of Louisiana and was sending expeditions north from Santa Fe into Colorado to counter French claims to the extent of Louisiana. That left England with a narrow strip of land between the Atlantic coast and the Appalachian Mountains.


All this time, the wars of Europe had continued to rage. Their causes were many: covetous territorial appetites, intense religious fervor, uncertain royal successions, and more and more frequently, commercial rivalries in an ever-expanding global marketplace. Before the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, Europes wars had spilled over to North America, but they had been relatively minor sideshows. Three conflicts, however, became enough of an issue in North America that English colonists came to call them by the name of the reigning sovereign.


The War of the League of Augsburg (16881697) was called King Williams War in the English colonies. It pitted an anti-French alliance that included England under William III, Sweden, Spain, Austria, Holland, and a few German states against Louis XIV, who had an appetite for Alsace and Lorraine. On the grander scale of European dynasties, it was the Hapsburgs versus the Bourbons. In North America, the French raided Schenectady, New York, and frontier settlements in New Englandwhile forces from Massachusetts Bay captured Port Royal in Nova Scotia and brought the French governor back to Boston as a prisoner. Later, the English made a foray against Quebec but were beaten back in disarray. The Peace of Rijswijk (Ryswick) in 1697 restored all territory to its original claimants, but John Pynchon of Springfield, Massachusetts, spoke what remained on the minds of many New Englanders: We shall never be at rest until we have Canada.2


Queen Annes War (17021713) came about somewhat differently, but the protagonists were largely the same. It was called the War of the Spanish Succession in Europe, and the issue was just that. Who would sit on the Spanish throne when Charles II died without issue? Conveniently for Louis XIV of France, whose desire for all of Europe had not diminished, Charles II willed his Spanish throne to Louiss grandson, Philip of Anjou. France and Spain united! That set English heartsand many more on the continentaflutter. To counter the threat of this combined power, William III formed the Grand Alliance of England, Holland, Prussia, Austria, and most of the Holy Roman Empire states. When William III died in 1702, Queen Anne inherited both the English throne and the war.


In North America, because Spain was a nominal ally of France, there was conflict on both the northern and the southern borders of the English colonies. Frances Abenaki allies burned Deerfield, Massachusetts, provoking resentment that would still be remembered two generations and two wars later. New Englanders once again captured Port Royal in Nova Scotia, but yet another English expedition against Quebec turned around and sailed back down the Saint Lawrence while still 100 miles short of its goal. South Carolinians burned Spanish Saint Augustinebut could not capture its presidioand Indian nations throughout the south resisted incursions from both sides with ever-changing alliances. One grand French scheme to move north from the West Indies and chase our adversaries from Carolina  insult New York, attack Virginia, [and] carry help to LAcadie and Newfoundland was stillborn when its leader and hundreds of soldiers died of yellow fever in Cuba.3


The war dragged on in Europe for so long that yet another royal succession became problematic. Emperor Joseph I of Austria died without issue and was succeeded by his brother, Charles, who up until then had been the candidate of the Grand Alliance to become king of Spain. Europe looked around and decided that the only thing worse for the global balance of power than France and Spain united under the Bourbons would be Spain and Austria (and assorted states of the Holy Roman Empire) united under the Hapsburgs. In the end, more warfare and Louis XIVs diplomacy finally achieved recognition for his grandson as Philip V of Spain on the condition that Spain and France never be united.


The resulting Treaty of Utrecht of 1713 had many provisions, but the chief result was to keep any one empire from dominating. In North America this meant that France yielded toeholds to England in Nova Scotia, in Newfoundland, and on the southern shores of Hudson Bay. England, which had used the war to build up its naval power while Louis XIV concentrated on his armies, also received Gibraltar and Minorca from Spain, as well as the right to participate in the slave trade in the New World.


Before Queen Annes reign, according to the naval historian Samuel Eliot Morison, England was a sea power; after 1713 she was the sea power, and long so remained.4 With the benefit of historical hindsight that is certainly true, but at the time Englandor Great Britain, as the unified England, Wales, and Scotland were technically called after 1707still had a war or two to fight before it would be the unchallenged ruler of the seas.* And nowhere was England more challenged than in North America. Historians have been quick to describe the quarter century after the Treaty of Utrecht as an era of peace, but that generalization hardly begins to account for the friction that continued along the English, French, and Spanish frontiers in North America and the surrounding seas.


In the north, the Treaty of Utrecht permitted France to retain the fortress of Louisbourg and Cape Breton Island. The French set about fortifying the island and keeping the loyalty of the Acadians on Nova Scotia, who were now nominally subjects of the new king of England, George I of Hanover. The French also built Fort Saint Frdric on Lake Champlain south of Montreal. Crown Point, as the English would call it, was an annoying finger of French presence stuck down Englands throat on the New York frontier. Farther west, the French built Fort Niagara on Lake Ontario at the mouth of the Niagara River below the falls and augmented their positions on the Mississippi with two more outposts on the Wabash River and the lower Ohio River. Pierre de La Vrendrye even built French fortsif the crude stockades could be called fortson Lake of the Woods and the future site of Winnipeg. Clearly, France was reaching to embrace a continent.


In the south, French Louisiana became firmly established with the founding of New Orleans in 1718. This fact and Spains frontier in Florida prompted England to give General James Oglethorpe a land grant to settle a buffer state between the Carolinas and Florida. Oglethorpe founded Savannah, Georgia, in 1733. In time, Georgia became a royal province, but not without more than a little opposition from Spain. Philip V urged extirpation of the English from the new colony of Georgia which they have usurped and laying waste [to] South Carolina and her dependencies.5


Then things really got bizarre. Friction between the English South Sea Company and Spanish monopolies over trading in the Caribbean became intense when an English sea captain named Jenkinsa smuggler at best, a pirate at worsttold a tale of being captured and having the tip of one ear cut off by a Spanish cutlass. By the time Jenkins was displayed before the House of Commons, the War of Jenkins Ear was in full swing. Oglethorpe advanced to Saint Augustine with 1,600 men on seven warships carrying forty dugouts for landing operations, but failed to capture it. The Spanish retaliated by landing troops on Saint Simons Island on the Georgia coast and advanced on the settlement of Frederica before Oglethorpe managed to halt them at the battle of Bloody Marsh on July 7, 1742.6


By now, all of Europe was lining up for another major conflict over that most heated of topicsroyal succession. This time, the throne was Austrias, but it was not exactly vacant. Shortly after the Treaty of Utrecht, Charles VI of Austria, who had no son, went scurrying around the courts of Europe with a document called the Pragmatic Sanction, which purported to ensure the territorial integrity of his empire when his daughter, Maria Theresa, eventually ascended to the throne.


As it turned out, Maria Theresa could more than take care of herself, but not without a fight or two. Charles VI of Austria died in October 1740, a few months after Frederick William I of Prussia. Frederick Williams son, another Frederick, had no intention of respecting his fathers endorsement of the Pragmatic Sanction and promptly marched into Austrias rich province of Silesia. Prussia and France became unlikely allies when Louis XV thought that France might win Austrian spoils in the conflict. England sided with Austria.


The ensuing War of the Austrian Succession (17401748) was called King Georges War in North America after George II, the second of the Hanovers to rule Great Britain. Frederick, whom history would call the Great, seemed to fight only when it suited him, withdrawing from the conflict after seizing Silesia, then reentering it several years later. Great Britains policy was to cajole and subsidize its alliesprincipally Prussia and the Low Countriesto keep the French occupied in Europe while the Royal Navy and the cream of the British army picked the plums of Frances overseas empire.


In North America, the usual frontier raids occurred, but the big news was in the North Atlantic. The royal governor of Massachusetts, William Shirley, determined to capture the French fortress of Louisbourg in Nova Scotia with a ragtag collection of New England militia. William Pepperell, a merchant from Kittery, Maine, led the troops with assistance from a Royal Navy squadron. By some accounts, the expedition more closely resembled a fraternity camping trip than a disciplined military campaign, but the result could not be denied.


Landing on the rocky coast of Cape Breton Island several miles from Louisbourg in April 1745, Pepperells forces created such havoc and confusion that the French commander surrendered the fortress six weeks later. The following year, France sent a fleet of almost 100 ships to retake Louisbourg and burn Boston in retaliation, but Atlantic storms and the dread of scurvy turned the fleet before it had fired a shot. Meanwhile, the feuding continued in Europe until, momentarily worn out, the belligerents gathered at Aix-la-Chapelle.


By the time the bells rang in Charlemagnes ancient cathedral, they heralded peacebut a peace that did not resolve the geopolitical realities of colliding frontiers. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle put most of the pieces back on the board where they had been at the beginning and merely signaled a short recess in the underlying disputes. Frederick II was allowed to keep Silesia, but that only hardened Maria Theresas determination to beat him the next time. Indeed, the four most important signatories to the treatyGreat Britains George II, Frances Louis XV, Austrias Maria Theresa, and Prussias Frederick IIwould all be around the next time.


France gave Madras in India back to the English, and the English gave Louisbourg back to the French, much to the disgust of most New Englanders. The trading rivalries that had cost Jenkins his ear were not addressed, although one West Indian merchant, William Beckford, summed up what appeared to remain the mercantile policies of many: Our trade will improve by the total extinction of theirs. So the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle became the peace without victory. In France, it even inspired the expression, Bte comme la paix, as stupid as the peace.7


So there the world stood in 1748. The bells of Aix-la-Chapelle were not so much a call to peace, as a warning to prepare for another, inevitable war. Tangling alliances, commercial rivalries, royal successions, and a litany of treaties all made for a complex and volatile situation. But this global background has much to say about what was unfolding in North America and why the names of Rijswijk, Utrecht, and Aix-la-Chapelle should come to be inscribed on lead plates buried along the Ohio River the following year.
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BEAUTIFUL OHIO





After the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, the map of North America still showed the English colonies heavily encircled by a French empire stretching from the mouth of the Saint Lawrence to the Mississippi delta. A closer look at the map, however, revealed a startling chink in the French armor. Quite logically, France had established its outposts along the major rivers between the Great Lakes and New Orleans to afford the easiest avenues of transportation and communication. This line ran roughly between the western Great Lakes and the Mississippi River via either the Lake MichiganIllinois River portage or the Lake ErieMaumee RiverWabash River portage, the latter of which was scarcely a dozen miles long, just south of present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana.


Between this line of French forts and the crest of the Appalachians 300 to 400 miles to the east, however, was a tremendous expanse of territory drained principally by the Ohio River and its tributaries. It was not a no-mans-land. The English were beginning to overflow the Appalachians, which had once dammed their expansion and kept it in check. France might claim vast territory, but the English colonies had one thing that New France did notthe population to fill the land. The census of 1754 showed about 55,000 white inhabitants in Canada, plus perhaps another 25,000 in Acadia and Louisiana. By comparison, the English colonies boasted an estimated 1,160,000 white inhabitants, plus some 300,000 black slaves.



In large part this disparity in population was because the English colonies were already somewhat of a western European melting pot. France, on the other hand, kept a close check on immigration up the Saint Lawrence, rigidly controlling the numbers politically and restricting them religiously to French Catholics. Even Protestant Huguenots, banished from Catholic France by the hundreds of thousands, found their way to the middle and southern English colonies rather than New France.


As Francis Parkman summed it up: France built its best colony on a principle of exclusion, and failed; England reversed the system, and succeeded. No wonder, then, that traders and trappers and even a settler or two from the English colonies were crossing the Appalachians in increasing numbers and making themselves quite at home along the valleys and tributaries of what the French called the Belle-Rivire, beautiful river.1


The Iroquois called the river the Ohio, meaning something big. If relations between the French and English were complex and the rivalries of Europe convoluted, the status of Native Americans along the upper Ohio River was even more so. The dominant power in the region was the Iroquois Confederacy, a union of five nationsthe Mohawk, Seneca, Oneida, Onondaga, and Cayugathat coordinated external relations with other tribes as well as with the French and the English. When these five were joined by the Tuscarora, the empire of the Six Nations stretched from the upper Hudson River westward to the Ohio and was an immense buffer between the French and English frontiers.


As the power of the Iroquois Confederacy grew, it exerted what in European terms might be called a feudal domination over other tribes, including the Mingo, Shawnee, and Delaware. These tribessome historians have simply lumped them together as the Ohio Indianshad generally been pushed westward by European settlements.


Despite numerous pronouncements of neutrality, the Six Nations were constantly wooed by both the French and the English. Historically, the Mohawk along the New York frontier were more likely to trade with and be influenced by the English, while the Seneca along lakes Ontario and Erie were more likely to look north to the French. Neutrality aside, the Six Nations referred to its commercial and strategic relationship with the English as the Covenant Chain and maintained a similar relationship with the French.2


While generally agreeable to advantageous trading relations, the Iroquois Confederacy, like most Native Americans, came to resist European encroachments that had an air of permanency. Passing coureurs de bois (trappers) in canoes were one thing; fresh-cut log cabins and planted fields were quite another. Of course, the French, whose empire was based largely on a transitory fur trade anchored at a few key points, were of a similar mind. Thus as the dust of Aix-la-Chapelle settled, the French determined to do something about these English incursions into the Ohio Valley and strengthen their relations with the Ohio Indians before it was too late.





In the spring of 1749, the governor of New France, the marquis de la Galissonirewho had already pleaded in vain with Louis XV for more colonistsdispatched Captain Pierre-Joseph Cloron de Blainville to reassert French claims to the upper Ohio River country. At age fifty-six, Cloron was no stranger to the Great Lakes and the French frontier. He had commanded posts at Michilimackinac, Pontchartrain, and Niagara and had most recently been commandant at Fort Saint Frdric on Lake Champlain. On June 15, Cloron departed Montreal with a Jesuit chaplain, Father Bonnecamps, fourteen officers, and some 200 soldiers and Indian allies. His entourage ascended the rapids of the Saint Lawrence in twenty-three birch-bark canoes and three weeks later reached Fort Niagara on Lake Ontario. After a week portaging around Niagara Falls, the flotilla paddled along choppy Lake Erie until just west of present-day Dunkirk, New York, where it portaged again, this time south to placid Lake Chautauqua.


The idyllic waters of Chautauqua were short-lived, however, and despite heavy rains that had pelted them during the portage, the Frenchmen found its outflow stream to be but a trickle. In certain places, which were only too frequent, recorded Father Bonnecamps in his journal, there were barely two or three inches of water Z [and] we were reduced to the sad necessity of dragging our canoes over the stoneswhose sharp edges, in spite of our care and precautions, took off large splinters. Finally, on July 29, 1749, Cloron and his company reached the deeper waters of the Allegheny.3


Here, at the confluence of Conewango Creek and the Allegheny (present-day Warren, Pennsylvania), Cloron undertook his first official act. With his troops duly assembled before him, the captain nailed a sheet of metal bearing the coat of arms of Louis XV to a tree. At its base, Cloron buried a lead plate with an inscription proclaiming that this act was done for a monument of renewal of possession which we have taken of the said river Ohio, and of all those [rivers] which fall into it, and of all those territories on both sides as far as the source of the said rivers.4 Noble words, but not much of a deterrent to trespassersparticularly when covered by a few shovels of dirt.


Clorons birch-bark fleet floated down the Allegheny, and he buried a second lead plate below its confluence with French Creek. This was near the village of Venango, where a long-established English trader named John Fraser and the towns inhabitants took to the woods at the approach of French arms. Another Indian village, Attiqu (near present-day Kittanning, Pennsylvania), was similarly deserted.


When the French overtook six English tradersCloron called them soldiers in his journalat yet another abandoned Indian village, Cloron expressed surprise, feigned or not, to find them trespassing on French soil and admonished them to leave the country or face unpleasant consequences. Cloron sent a letter with them to Governor James Hamilton of Pennsylvania asserting that our Governor-General [Galissonire] would be very sorry to have to resort to violent measures, but he has positive orders not to allow foreign merchants or traders in his government.5



On down the Allegheny Clorons flotilla went. When a huge, slow-moving river joined the Allegheny from the south, Cloron floated past without comment. This was the Monongahela, the Alleghenys mighty twin; and the narrow point of land at their confluence was empty. If Cloron was of a mind to bury plates, what could have been a more perfect location than this? The site would not remain empty for long.


Perhaps Clorons nonchalance at the true beginning of the Ohio was a result of his haste to reach the Indian village of Chiningu, which the English called Logstown (near present-day Economy, Pennsylvania). Here, Cloron spent three days in council with its inhabitants, including ten English traders. Again, he delivered Galissonires message: this was French land; the English traders must leave; and the Ohio Indians must have nothing further to do with them. But Cloron was fighting an uphill battle. It was really a matter of simple economics. Given their proximity to Virginia, the English traders were able to sell goods to the Indians for about one-quarter of the French price.6


Paddling down the Ohio, Cloron and his men buried lead plates at the mouths of Wheeling Creek, the Muskingum River, and the Kanawha River. By the time the expedition reached a large Shawnee village at the mouth of the Scioto River, Cloron was feeling rather outnumbered. He warned the village against the English, but in front of the assembled Shawnee he stopped short of claiming that their land belonged to France.


Finally, on August 31, 1749, at the mouth of the Great Miami River just west of present-day Cincinnati, Cloron buried his sixth and final plate. The last line asserted that Frances right to this ground had been maintained therein by arms and by treaties, and especially by those of Rijswijk, Utrecht, and Aix-la-Chapelle. But that meant little here. It had become painfully obvious in the course of their journey that the Ohio country, as Father Bonnecamps shrewdly observed, was so little known to the French and, unfortunately, too well known to the English.7


From the mouth of the Great Miami, Cloron and his expedition followed the river north to the Miami village of Pickawillany (present-day Piqua, Ohio). Its chief was known as La Demoiselle by the French but was nicknamed Old Briton by the English, because of his close friendship with English traders. It was another painful reminder that while the French were busy burying lead plates, the English were sending an increasing stream of commerce into the Ohio country.


Cloron and his men abandoned their canoes at Pickawillany and marched overland to the principal Miami village at the headwaters of the Maumee River (present-day Fort Wayne). Here, they procured new canoes and floated down the Maumee to Lake Erie, eventually completing the circle back to Montreal. All I can say, Cloron concluded in his journal on his return, is that the nations of these countries are very ill disposed toward the French, and devoted entirely to the English.8





And the English certainly had designs on the country. By a variety of overlapping royal land grants and other claims, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia each coveted parts of the Ohio Valley. Virginia was the most aggressive. Even as Cloron was burying his plates, Virginia was granting 200,000 acres of land west of the Appalachians to the Ohio Land Company on the condition that 100 families settle on it within seven years. Here was another difference between English and French colonial policies. Englandjust as it had done since the ill-fated Roanoke adventurewas pushing its frontiers with commercial settlements, a force that in the end proved far more unstoppable than banners and lead plates.


The Ohio Company quickly hired a surveyor, Christopher Gist, to peruse the Ohio Valley for the best lands. Gist was the original Daniel Boonepathfinder, hunter, trader, and land developer. The end result of Gists subsequent work was that between 1750 and 1754 the English strengthened their presence in the upper Ohio Valley and even received permission from the Ohio Indians to fortify the trading post at Logstown. That greater inroads were not made was due in part to incessant bickering among New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia over which colony had the right to negotiate with the Six Nations and claim these western lands.9


However jumbled and disjointed these English advances, they continued to arouse great alarm in the French. In 1753, the new French governor, the marquis de Duquesne, recalled Paul Marin de la Malgue from his post at Baie-des-Puants (present-day Green Bay, Wisconsin) and ordered him to build a new string of forts that would serve to tighten New Frances frontier along the upper Ohio.


Forsaking Clorons route to the Ohio via Lake Chautauqua and its steeper portage, Duquesne ordered Marin to construct a fort on Lake Erie at Presque Isle (present-day Erie, Pennsylvania) and another about a dozen miles south of there at the head of French Creek. The latter post, called Fort Le Boeuf, was hardly more than an enclosed square of crude pickets, but here Marins troops built boats and then floated down French Creek. On August 28, 1753, they seized the trading post at Venango on the Allegheny River that Englishman John Fraser had quietly reoccupied following Clorons visit four years before. This time, Fraser retreated down the Allegheny.


If the English were indignant at these French advances, the Iroquois were even more so. We dont know what you Christians, English and French together, intend, the Iroquois told the English Indian agent William Johnson; we are so hemmed in by both that we have hardly a hunting place left. In a little while, if we find a bear in a tree, there will immediately appear an owner of the land to challenge the property, and hinder us from killing it, which is our livelihood.


But it was neither indignation nor force of arms that halted the French advance down the Allegheny. Rather, a general malady of assorted fevers, scurvy, and exhaustion combined with the approach of winter. By fall, of the more than 2,000 men who had begun the campaign, only 800 were fit for duty. Marin sent most back to Montreal and went into winter quarters at Fort Le Boeuf, where he abruptly died on October 29, 1753.10


If the remaining French at Fort Le Boeuf thought they were settling in for a quiet winter, they were mistaken. Just after the early sunset of December 11, 1753, a gangling young man appeared out of the woods accompanied by a grizzled old-timer and half a dozen others leading packhorses. The older man was Christopher Gist, by now no stranger along the tributaries of the Ohio. The younger man was unknown to the French. He spoke no French but managed to convey that he had come from Virginia with an important message. His name, he said, was George Washington. It meant nothing to them.


It is difficult to get a mental picture of George Washington at this age and in this environment. He was two decades away from leadership in the Revolution and even further from being called the father of his country. Rather, he was a tall and solid youth of twenty-one, a man by colonial standards, to be sure, but as yet untried in just about everything. What schooling he had received was marginal. It had been augmented by practical experience in the field as a surveyor and service as a major in the Virginia militiathe latter influenced by his half-brother Lawrences military exploits during the War of Jenkins Ear. Lawrence Washington named his estate in Virginia after the English admiral he served under; and shortly after Lawrence died in 1752, twenty-year-old George became the master of Mount Vernon.


While Marin had been marching toward the forks of the Ohio, the lieutenant governor of Virginia, Robert Dinwiddieby no small coincidence a shareholder in the Ohio Companyhad been badgering the crown to build its own chain of forts in the region. In the fall of 1753, Dinwiddie received permission to do so at the colonys expense, provided he first proclaim to the French our undoubted rights to such parts of the said river Ohio, as are within the limits of our province of Virginia, or any other. Should such diplomatic entreaties fail, Dinwiddie was authorized to repel force by force.11



Despite the lateness of the season, Dinwiddie chose young Major Washington to deliver a message to the French as soon as possible. Leaving Williamsburg, Virginia, on October 31, 1753, Washington went via Fredericksburg and Alexandria to the Ohio Companys trading post at Wills Creek (present-day Cumberland, Maryland) on the upper reaches of the Potomac River. Here, Washington retained the services of the indomitable Gist as his guide. Heavy rain and an early snow hampered them as they plodded onward to John Frasers new trading post at the mouth of Turtle Creek on the Monongahela about ten miles upstream from its confluence with the Allegheny.


The swollen waters of the Allegheny forced Washington and Gist to borrow a canoe from Fraser to effect the crossing; and while they waited at the confluence for its arrival, Washington spent some time in viewing the rivers and the land in the fork. The site, the young major noted, was extremely well situated for a fort, as it has the absolute command of both rivers. The land at the point is 20 or 25 feet above the common surface of the water, and a considerable bottom of flat, well-timbered land all around it, very convenient for building.12


Once across the Allegheny, Washington and Gist continued two miles down the north bank of the Ohio to the location that the Ohio Company intended for a fort. Washington was not impressed. As I had taken a good deal of notice yesterday of the situation at the forks, he recorded, my curiosity led me to examine this more particularly, and I think it greatly inferior, either for defense or advantages; especially the latter; for a fort at the forks would be equally well situated on [the] Ohio and have the entire command of [the] Monongahela, which runs up to our settlements.13


Next, there was a stop at Logstown for a council with the Seneca chief Tanaghrisson, called Half King by the English. In addition to asking the French to leave the Ohio, Washington was charged with winning the Indians support for Englands claims, or at the very least denying such support to the French. Washington heard reports of the French presence on the Allegheny and exchanged wampum, the part-mystical, part-monetary strings of beads that were the recognized medium of trade and diplomacy among many Native Americans. Tanaghrisson proved a gracious host, and it was all that Washington could do to take leave without offending him. Expressing concerns for the young officers safety, Tanaghrisson agreed to accompany him to meet the French.


Arriving at Venango on December 4, without anything remarkable happening but a continued series of bad weather, Washington found the French flag flying from Frasers old house. Captain Philippe de Joncaire politely said that while he had the command of the Ohio, Washingtons missive was best directed to a general officer at Fort Le Boeuf. Joncaire, too, proved a gracious host and Washington observed that over the course of dinner, the wine, as they dosed themselves pretty plentifully with it, soon banished the restraint which at first appeared in their conversation, and gave a license to their tongues to reveal their sentiments more freely. They told me, that it was their absolute design to take possession of the Ohio, and, by G, they would do it.14


The following morning, heavy rain prevented Washingtons departure for Fort Le Boeuf, but Joncaire took advantage of it by wining and dining Tanaghrisson, a situation that made Washington quite nervous. He was supposed to be winning Indian allies, not affording the French an occasion to do so. When on the morning of December 7, Washington was able at last to head north for Fort Le Boeuf, the journey took four days. It was slowed, reported Washington, by excessive rains, snows, and bad traveling, through many mires and swamps, which we were obliged to pass, to avoid crossing the creek, which was impossible, either by fording or rafting.15


Washington arrived at Fort Le Boeuf after dusk on December 11 and was conducted the next morning into the presence of Marins newly arrived replacement, Captain Jacques Legardeur de Saint Pierre. The fifty-two-year-old captain had been at his post for only a week. Washington described him as an elderly gentleman with much the air of a soldier. After waiting for the arrival of another officer from Fort Presque Isle, Legardeur accepted Dinwiddies letter and adjourned into a private room to study it.


Washingtons Marches, 17531754
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Dinwiddies letter charged that the lands upon the River Ohio, in the western parts of the Colony of Virginia, are so notoriously known to be the property of the Crown of Great-Britain, that it is a matter of equal concern and surprise to me, to hear that a body of French forces are erecting fortresses, and making settlements upon that river, within his Majestys dominions. The governor was sending Washington, the letter continued, to complain to you of the encroachments and require your peaceable departure. The latter was, of course, wishful thinking at best, navet at worst. But in the manner of the times, Dinwiddie could not help hoping that the French would receive and entertain Major Washington with the candor and politeness natural to your nation and return him with an answer suitable to my wishes for a very long and lasting peace between us.16


Legardeur took a day to consult with his officers before crafting a diplomatic but equally firm rebuttal. Noting that he was but a subordinate and wishing that Washingtons orders had required him to proceed to Canada, to see our General [Duquesne], Legardeur nonetheless assured Dinwiddie that he would transmit the letter to Duquesne. Meanwhile, of course, the Frenchman was hardly inclined to honor Dinwiddies request that he withdraw. I do not think myself obliged to obey it; Legardeur replied in a letter to Dinwiddie, and whatever may be your instructions, I am here by virtue of the orders of my general; and I entreat you, sir, not to doubt one moment, but that I am determined to conform myself to them.17


That didnt leave much for Washington to say. He hurriedly departed Fort Le Boeuf for Virginia before the vagaries of the weather and the hospitality of the French toward his Indian companions could delay him any longer. Having already sent the packers and their horses ahead, Washington and Gist floated down French Creek in a canoe to Venango, plagued by shoals and ice most of the way. From there, they struck overland for the forks, expecting to find the Allegheny frozen solid. It wasnt. After a full day spent building a raft with but one poor hatchet, Washington and Gist pushed off from shore only to be immediately caught in a morass of floating ice.


Washington attempted to fend off some of the larger floes with a pole, but the current was moving so swiftly that it snatched the staff and jerked Washington into the frigid water. He managed to save himself by grabbing one of the protruding logs of the raft, but despite all their subsequent efforts, the two men could not steer the improvised vessel to the opposite shore. As the river swept by an island, Washington and Gist jumped for it and splashed to soggy ground. A bitter and most unpleasant night followed, but in the morning the river was frozen enough to permit them to reach the opposite shore. By noon they were safe at Frasers Monongahela trading post. After that sort of adventure, the remainder of their journey was decidedly anticlimactic.


On his return to Williamsburg, Washington hurriedly wrote a report for Governor Dinwiddie from notes that he had kept. He had but one day to do so, because Dinwiddie immediately summoned the general assembly to hear the latest news from the Ohio and ordered Washingtons report printed for distribution. Apologizing for numberless imperfections in what he thought was only for Dinwiddies perusal, Washington expressed surprise that his journal would ever be published, or even have more than a cursory reading.18


Little did Washington know at the time that his own role in another conflict would give his account a huge audience and that subsequent events would mark his journey to the waters of the beautiful Ohio as the beginning of the ultimate contest for a continent.
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ALBANY, 1754





As Virginia pondered the ramifications of George Washingtons initial reception on the Ohio, Great Britains northern colonies were also growing increasingly uneasy with their French neighbors. Nowhere was this more a topic of conversation than in the frontier metropolis of Albany, New York. For almost a century, Albany had been the Gibraltar of the English colonial frontier. The explorer Henry Hudson first proposed its location just south of the confluence of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers in 1609. Begun by the Dutch as Fort Orange in 1624, the outpost and subsequent settlement of Beverwyck passed to the English along with New Amsterdam in 1664. Albany quickly became the linchpin that anchored New Englands frontier running eastward to the Atlantic and the fulcrum that leveraged New Yorks expansion westward toward the Great Lakes.


In the other directions, Albany sat squarely on the north-south water corridor between New York City and Quebec via Lake Champlain and the Hudson and Saint Lawrence rivers. During all the French and Indian conflicts of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Albany was frequently the only secure position on the English colonies northern frontier. Later, during the American Revolution, Albany was still a pivot point, and three British armiesone of which was compelled to surrender at Saratogasought to converge on it.



In addition to its strategic military position, Albany in the spring of 1754 was well established as the commercial hub of the upper Hudson River valley and the center of the English fur trade. The small, wooden structure of Fort Orange had been abandoned long ago to the annual floods of the Hudson, and the English had built a more substantial fort of thick stone walls on higher ground above the western end of State Street.


English rule, however, had done little to change Dutch custom or lineage. Albanys houses were very neat, and partly built of stones covered with shingles of white pine. Most inhabitants were of Dutch descent, still spoke Dutch, listened to sermons preached in Dutch, and possessed impeccable Dutch manners. In the evening the verandas are full of people of both sexes; observed one traveler, but this is rather troublesome because a gentleman has to keep his hat in constant motion[as] it is considered very impolite, not to lift your hat and greet everyone. Recorded populations of 714 in 1697 and 1,128 in 1714 had grown to more than three thousand inhabitants by 1754.


Two imposing churches occupied opposite ends of a wide marketplace through which State Street ran between the fort and the Hudson River. The Dutch Reformed Church sat near the river at the eastern end of the marketplace and was built of stone capped by a small steeple with a bell. The English church, Saint Peters Episcopal, sat directly below the fort at the western end of the marketplace. It, too, was built of stone, but it lacked a steeple.


The other grand structure in Albany was the city hall, located near the river just south of the Dutch church. The hall was a fine building of stone, three stories high with a steep-pitched roof and a small tower or steeple, with a bell, and a gilt ball and vane at the top of it. The bell dutifully tolled the hours of noon and 8:00 p.m. each day. After the fort and the Dutch church, the city hall was the towns largest structure, plainly visible on the Albany skyline to arriving visitors.1


Now, in June 1754, there were important visitors arriving in town. Albany had long been the scene of conclaves between the English and representatives of the Six Nations, and with the French once again striving to win the latters allegiance, it was high time for another such gathering. The previous September, Great Britains Board of Tradeessentially the governing body for his majestys colonies and by virtue of its very name an indication of how closely commercial and imperial interests were tiedhad announced an appropriation for presents for the Six Nations. It also directed the governor of New York to convene a conference with their representatives for delivering those presents, for burying the hatchet, and for renewing the Covenant Chain.2


The concept of presents was a cornerstone of eighteenth-century diplomacy between all Native American nations and both the French and the English. These outright gifts included fabrics, hardware, munitions, food, toys, jewelry, clothing, wampum, and liquors. Regarded most cynically, they were outright bribes. Viewed differently, presents were the most aggressive marketing inducements of the age, designed to win and keep commercial and political relationships.


Both France and England expended large sums to provide these gifts; but just as English goods were cheaper in trade, English presents were more abundant and of higher quality because of the proximity of the commercial hubs of New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. In the struggle for a continent, the Native American tradition of giving and receiving gifts as part of any negotiation had been taken to its extreme and presents were essential to any relationship.3


But there was also another issue on the table for delegates arriving in Albany that summer. The earl of Holderness, the British secretary of state charged with North America, had written to colonial governors late in the summer of 1753, urging them to be in a condition to resist any hostile attempts that may be made upon any parts of His Majestys dominions within your government. It was also the kings directive that his provinces in America should be aiding and assisting each other, in case of any invasion.4


Governor William Shirley of Massachusetts, who had already proved adept in colonial military matters by orchestrating the capture of Louisbourg during King Georges War, enthusiastically took up this charge. Shirley assured his fellow governors that in case any hostile attempts shall be committed upon His Majestys territories, Massachusetts would respond. But Shirley went much farther. Nothing would be more effective in countering French movements and bringing the Indians to dependence on the English, Shirley told the Board of Trade in January 1754, than a well concerted scheme for uniting all His
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