


1. KLAPATCHE PARK
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WHY GO?

A strenuous but worthwhile climb, the Klapatche Park hike has a variety of scenic offerings: old-growth forest framed by lava rock formations along the Westside Road, the tranquil waters of Aurora and St. Andrews Lakes, and the delicate subalpine meadows of St. Andrews and Klapatche Parks.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Westside Road closure

Elevation gain: 3,070 feet

Distance: 19.6 miles out and back

Difficulty: Strenuous

Hiking time: 2–4 days; backpack

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies. Wilderness camping permits (small fee); reservations (fee) recommended.

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; the trail begins on soft forest floor that transitions to rocky subalpine meadow.

Nearest town: Ashford

Other trail users: Mountain bikers on the Westside Road

Special considerations: Historically, the western part of the park experiences numerous washouts due to glacial outburst floods, and foot logs across rivers or streams originating from glaciers frequently wash out. The National Park Service does not advise fording glacial rivers due to the high concentration of debris and risk of large glacial boulders in the water. If you must cross, they recommend crossing early in the day and using any fallen logs to assist you. Always wear boots to protect yourself from any debris suspended in the river.

Options: Although bikes are not allowed on the park’s backcountry trails, the closed portion of Westside Road has become a popular bike route. You may opt to bicycle to either the Round Pass or St. Andrews trailhead. The park has installed bike racks at the Lake George trailhead, located just before the Round Pass trailhead, for your convenience. Consider taking a side trip to Emerald Ridge to get a close-up view of the South Tahoma Glacier. (See Hike 2: Emerald Ridge)






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png] From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive east on Longmire-Paradise Road 1.0 mile to Westside Road. Turn left (north) onto Westside Road and drive 3.3 miles to the road closure. Directly before the Westside Road closure is a widening in the road used as a parking area on both sides. Trailhead GPS: N46 46.799' / W121 53.113'




WHAT TO SEE

Depending on how many miles you want to travel per day and your skill level, this hike can be either a one-night or a three-night backpack. If you go for only one night, you will stay at Klapatche Park and hike nearly 10 miles each day. If you spread your hike out over three nights, you can stay at South Puyallup Camp the first and third nights, averaging about 5.0 miles per day.
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From the Westside Road closure, hike uphill on the now-closed road until you reach the Round Pass trail-head. The road, although all uphill, slopes at a nice grade and is easy to follow. The road parallels Tahoma Creek at the beginning, but then diverges from the creek into the forest up to Round Pass. About halfway up the road, you will encounter the abandoned Tahoma Creek Picnic Area.

The Round Pass trailhead is located between the Lake George trailhead and the Marine Memorial. This memorial, dedicated to the thirty-two US Marines killed in a plane crash on the South Tahoma Glacier in 1946, offers a spectacular view of the very glacier on which the marines lost their lives.

Hike 0.6 mile northeast on the Round Pass Trail to the junction with the South Puyallup Trail. The Round Pass Trail continues left, heading west. Go to the right and take the South Puyallup Trail, which continues northeast. This rocky trail climbs through beautiful old-growth forest for 1.6 miles to South Puyallup Camp.

About 0.3 mile shy of the camp, watch for slanted angular rock formations on the right that assemble in fascinating geometric configurations. The formations, called colonnades, are columnar pieces of andesite rock that were formed thousands of years ago when hot lava flowing through the area cooled. As lava flows, it pours into the valley, shrinks slightly, and then breaks into long columns. The columnar andesite makes up Mount Rainier’s cone.


Glacial outburst floods, sometimes referred to by the Icelandic term jokulhlaups, occur when water pours into the ice cavities of a glacier or between the glacier and bedrock during either heavy autumn rains or summer heat. This results in a churning, concrete-like mix of mud, rocks, and uprooted trees. Anytime you are near a river and notice a rapid rise in water level or hear a roaring sound coming from upvalley—often described as sounding similar to a fast-moving train—move quickly to higher ground.
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After you pass South Puyallup Camp, you will come to the Wonderland Trail. Go left (north) onto the Wonderland Trail and cross the South Puyallup River. The next 2.0 miles of trail, consisting entirely of steep switchbacks bordered by brush, take you up to St. Andrews Park. Once atop the ridge, the trail levels out and the breathtaking scenery fills your senses completely. Shortly after snowmelt, avalanche lilies fill the meadows of St. Andrews Park, while Mount Rainier towers majestically above.

You reach the deep-blue waters of St. Andrews Lake 3.2 miles from the junction with the Wonderland Trail and 9.0 miles into your hike. Previous hikers have greatly impacted this subalpine lake by creating numerous social trails along its fragile banks. West-side climbing routes weave up the side of the mountain above the heavenly lake. Minimize your impact by admiring the lake from the designated trail. However, if you plan to stay at Klapatche Park in late summer, you may need to approach the lake or its creek to fill up on water before heading down toward camp, as Aurora Lake tends to become stagnant and dry up before the rains and snow arrive again in the fall.

Your destination, Klapatche Park Camp, is 0.8 mile from St. Andrews Lake, and the trail slopes downhill the rest of the way. Colorful subalpine wildflowers fill the meadows of Klapatche Park and surround Aurora Lake in mid-July. When glimpsed just after snowmelt, this lake, really only a shallow pool, makes a wonderful scene with Mount Rainier above it, the serene meadows of Klapatche Park around it, and Tokaloo Spire
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standing tall between the two. Mountain goats occasionally graze in the meadows visible from Klapatche Park. The backcountry campsites are located at the west end of the lake.

On the return trip you can either head back the way you came or take the St. Andrews Trail to the Westside Road and hike the remainder of your trip on a gravel road. The second half of this hike is almost entirely downhill, thus either option may be hard on your knees. Although the Westside Road option offers a change of scenery and will likely take less time, it also features an 800-foot elevation gain up to Round Pass and offers less of a wilderness experience.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Westside Road closure. Continue hiking uphill for 3.6 miles to the top of Round Pass.

	3.6 At the Round Pass trailhead, hike 0.6 mile northeast on the Round Pass Trail to the junction with the South Puyallup Trail.

	4.2 When the Round Pass Trail meets the South Puyallup Trail, go to the right and take the South Puyallup Trail, which continues northeast.

	5.8 Go left (north) onto the Wonderland Trail and cross the South Puyallup River when the South Puyallup Trail dead-ends into the Wonderland Trail. (Option: Take a side trip to Emerald Ridge by turning right (east) at the junction with the Wonderland Trail. It is an additional 1.7 miles away.)

	9.0 Reach the deep-blue waters of St. Andrews Lake 3.2 miles from the junction with the Wonderland Trail. You will pass St. Andrews Trail to your left (west) just as you reach the west end of Aurora Lake. Continue hiking north on the Wonderland Trail.

	9.8 Arrive at Klapatche Park Camp, your turnaround point.

	19.6 Arrive back at the road closure.






WILDERNESS CAMPING

Klapatche Park Camp: As long as the water source hasn’t dried up, the campsites here will spoil you. There are four individual sites. The toilet is near all the sites, although the food storage pole can feel too close for comfort. If you manage to nab a site with a view of the mountain, you will be treated to the sunrise and Mount Rainier reflected in Aurora Lake.

South Puyallup River Camp: There are four individual sites and one group site at South Puyallup Camp. Be forewarned that the toilet is 0.1 mile from all the campsites. Often open in June.




HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mora; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575




LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.











2. EMERALD RIDGE
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WHY GO?

Befittingly, Emerald Ridge boasts deep-green meadows, yet this precious gem also houses subalpine wildflowers and hoary marmots. The ridge offers spectacular views of Tahoma Glacier, South Tahoma Glacier, and Glacier Island.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Westside Road closure

Elevation gain: 2,710 feet

Distance: 15.0 miles out and back

Difficulty: Strenuous

Hiking time: 2-day backpack

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies. Wilderness camping permits (small fee); reservations (fee) recommended.

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; soft forest floor that transitions to subalpine meadow

Nearest town: Ashford

Other trail users: Mountain bikers on the Westside Road

Special considerations: Historically, the western part of the park experiences numerous washouts due to glacial outburst floods, and foot logs across rivers or streams originating from glaciers frequently wash out. The National Park Service does not advise fording glacial rivers due to the high concentration of debris and risk of large glacial boulders in the water. If you must cross, the NPS recommends crossing early in the day and using any fallen logs to assist you. Also, always wear boots to protect yourself from any debris suspended in the river.

Options: Although bikes are not allowed on the park’s backcountry trails, the closed portion of Westside Road has become a popular bike route. You may opt to bicycle from the road closure to the Round Pass trailhead. The park has installed bike racks at the Lake George trailhead, located just before the Round Pass trailhead on the left (west) side of the road, for your convenience. If you have navigational skills and GPS, you may consider taking the unmaintained Tahoma Creek Trail instead of South Puyallup Trail, which shortens your hike by almost 5.0 miles and takes you by the suspension bridge over Tahoma Creek.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive east on Longmire-Paradise Road 1.0 mile to Westside Road. Turn left (north) onto Westside Road and drive 3.3 miles to the road closure. Directly before the Westside Road closure is a gravel parking lot that often fills up in summer. Many people park alongside the road as well. Trailhead GPS: N46 46.799' / W121 53.113'




WHAT TO SEE

From the Westside Road closure, hike uphill on the now-closed road until you reach the Round Pass trailhead. The road, although all uphill, slopes at a nice grade and is easy to follow. The road parallels Tahoma Creek at the beginning, but then diverges from the creek into the forest up to Round Pass. About halfway up the road, you will encounter the abandoned Tahoma Creek Picnic Area.


In 1986 a 12-foot boulder landed at Tahoma Creek Picnic Area during a glacial outburst flood.



The Round Pass trailhead is located between the Lake George trailhead and the Marine Memorial. This memorial, dedicated to thirty-two US Marines killed in a plane crash on the South Tahoma Glacier in 1946, offers a spectacular view of the very glacier on which the marines lost their lives.

Hike 0.6 mile northeast on the Round Pass Trail to the junction with the South Puyallup Trail. The Round Pass Trail continues left, heading west. Go to the right and take the South Puyallup Trail, which continues northeast. This rocky trail climbs through beautiful old-growth forest for 1.6 miles to South Puyallup Camp.

About 0.3 mile shy of the camp, watch for slanted angular rock formations on the right that assemble in fascinating geometric configurations. The formations, called colonnades, are columnar pieces of andesite rock that were formed thousands of years ago when hot lava flowing through the area cooled. As lava flows, it pours into the valley, shrinks slightly, and then breaks into long columns. Columnar andesite makes up Mount Rainier’s cone.


Andesite is an igneous rock named for the Andes Mountains.
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After you pass the South Puyallup Camp, you will come to the Wonderland Trail. Go right (east) toward Emerald Ridge. From here hike 1.7 miles to the top of Emerald Ridge, 7.5 miles into your hike. The Tahoma Glacier and its moraine are to your left (north). Tahoma Glacier resides in a land scar carved out by a previous mudslide. The trail borders the moraine and traverses the north side of Emerald Ridge. This part of the trail has washed out many times and has a steep, unstable ledge. Take the new trail that traverses diagonally across the ridge.

The emerald-green meadows speckled with wildflowers, especially subalpine lupine in mid-July, house tons of human-friendly hoary marmots. Please do not feed these wild animals; they need to be self-sufficient to survive in their natural habitat.

Looking up, behold the magnificent view of Tahoma Glacier above you and South Tahoma Glacier to the right. Couched between the two glaciers rests a small oasis of green pasture in a sea of ice and rock. Mountain goats often graze in this green haven, and if you look closely, you can see fields of lupine giving it a purple hue.

If you want to descend along the trail to the rocky alpine terrain below, you can garner a view of South Tahoma Glacier and the massive canyon forged by the Tahoma Glacier. Otherwise, head back the way you came.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Westside Road closure. Continue hiking uphill for 3.6 miles to the top of Round Pass.

	1.2 Tahoma Creek Trail is to your left beyond the orange garbage can along the West-side Road (GPS: N46 47.697' / W121 52.889').

	3.6 At the Round Pass trailhead, hike 0.6 mile northeast on the Round Pass Trail to the junction with the South Puyallup Trail.

	4.2 When the Round Pass Trail meets the South Puyallup Trail, go to the right and take the South Puyallup Trail, which continues northeast.

	5.8 Go right (east) onto the Wonderland Trail when the South Puyallup Trail dead-ends into the Wonderland Trail. From here hike 1.7 miles to the top of Emerald Ridge.

	7.5 Arrive at Emerald Ridge, your turnaround point.

	15.0 Arrive back at the road closure.






WILDERNESS CAMPING

South Puyallup River Camp: There are four individual sites and one group site at South Puyallup Camp. Be forewarned that the toilet is 0.1 mile from all the campsites. Often open in June.




HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mora; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575
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LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.
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3. GOBBLER’S KNOB
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WHY GO?

The hike to Gobbler’s Knob winds along Westside Road, passes the clear waters of Lake George, and ascends to a lookout atop a small peak with panoramic views of Mount St. Helens, the Goat Rocks, the North Cascades, the Olympics, Mount Hood, and Mount Rainier.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Westside Road closure

Elevation gain: 1,450 feet

Distance: 12.0 miles out and back

Difficulty: Moderate

Hiking time: 5–8 hours

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies. Wilderness camping permits (small fee); reservations (fee) recommended.

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; begins on soft forest floor that transitions to rocky subalpine meadow

Nearest town: Ashford

Other trail users: Mountain bikers on Westside Road

Special considerations: Historically, the western part of the park experiences numerous washouts due to glacial outburst floods. Foot logs across rivers or streams originating from glaciers frequently wash out. The National Park Service does not advise fording glacial rivers due to the high concentration of debris in them and the risk of large glacial boulders in the water. If you must cross, the NPS recommends crossing early in the day and using any fallen logs to assist you. Also, always wear boots to protect yourself from any debris suspended in the river.

Options: Although bikes are not allowed on the park’s backcountry trails, the closed portion of Westside Road has become a popular bike route. You may opt to bicycle from the road closure to the Round Pass trailhead. The park has installed bike racks at the Lake George trailhead, located just before the Round Pass trailhead on the left (west) side of the road, for your convenience. Consider experiencing a taste of the Glacier View Wilderness by taking a side trip to Goat Lake, adding only 3.8 miles to your hike. At Goat Lake you can enjoy the tranquility of the lake or take your chances fishing from the banks.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive east on Longmire-Paradise Road 1.0 mile to Westside Road. Turn left (north) onto Westside Road and drive 3.3 miles to the road closure. Directly before the Westside Road closure is a gravel parking lot that often fills up in summer. Many people park alongside the road as well. Trailhead GPS: N46 46.799' / W121 53.113'




WHAT TO SEE

From the Westside Road closure, hike uphill at a gentle slope on the now-closed road until you reach the Lake George trailhead. The road parallels Tahoma Creek at the beginning, but then diverges from the creek and winds through the forest up to Round Pass. In the first 0.25 mile, look up to your left to spot waterfalls cascading down the side of rocky cliffs. You may even catch a peek at Mount Rainier to the north between the trees on this stretch of the road. After you walk 1.2 miles along Westside Road, an unnamed and unmaintained trail heads to the right (north) as the road curves left (west). Stay on the road. About halfway through your hike, you encounter the abandoned Tahoma Creek Picnic Area on your right (east). Even from the road, Emerald Ridge lives up to its name, shining with deep green hues above the now-defunct picnic area. The road turns sharply here, switching back to the left (west), and continues to wind for another 1.8 miles to the Lake George trailhead on your left (west). If you biked along Westside Road, park your bike at the rack near the trailhead and hoof it the rest of the way.
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The first section of the trail to Lake George is less than 0.9 mile and ascends at a nice grade, interwoven with a few steep switchbacks. You can steal a couple glimpses of Mount Rainier along the way. Stop at Lake George to unload your gear at a campsite (if you have reserved one), take a dip in the chilly aqua waters, enjoy the view of Mount Wow perched above the placid lake, or get out your pole for some fishing. We have seen fish rise in this lake, and fishing licenses are not required in Mount Rainier National Park (however, you must know which fish require release).


The Wow of Mount Wow is an Indigenous term for “goat.”



For the next 1.5 miles to Gobbler’s Knob, the trail ascends a steep hill. After hiking for 1.1 miles up the hill, you encounter the Goat Lake Trail (Forest Service Trail 249). Go right (north) and stay on the Lake George Trail. The Goat Lake Trail leaves the park and continues on to Goat Lake.

After the junction, you travel through several small meadows filled with beautiful wild-flowers in season. Depending on the time of melt, you may encounter hillsides strewn with alpine lilies, or perhaps lupine, magenta paintbrush, and an occasional Columbia lily color the meadows. Bees feast on the nectar of huckleberry blossoms as you near the lookout on Gobbler’s Knob. From the last meadow, you clearly see the huge rock that makes up Gobbler’s Knob, your destination.

From the lookout tower atop the knob, a variety of landmarks ring the horizon. Refer to your map to identify them. If it is a clear day, you can see Mount St. Helens to the southwest, the Goat Rocks to the southeast, the Cascades to the north, and magnificent Mount Rainier to the northeast. There is also a fabulous view of Mount Wow sloping steeply above Lake George. When you have had your fill of the view, head back the way you came. If you have the time and energy, take the option to Goat Lake.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Westside Road closure. Continue hiking uphill for 3.6 miles to the top of Round Pass.

	1.2 An unmaintained trail heads toward the east; stay on the road.

	1.8 The old Tahoma Picnic Area marks a sharp turn in the road and the halfway point of your journey to the Lake George trailhead.

	3.6 At the top of Round Pass, you encounter the Lake George trailhead to your left (west). Follow the Lake George Trail for the next 0.9 mile to Lake George.

	4.5 Reach Lake George. The next 1.5 miles of trail to Gobbler’s Knob ascend a steep hill.

	5.6 Before you arrive at the top of Gobbler’s Knob, the Goat Lake Trail forks off to the left (west). Stay right, heading north to Gobbler’s Knob. (Option: To go to Goat Lake, head left [west] on the Goat Lake Trail. Travel uphill for just a couple of steps, and then go downhill all the way to Goat Lake. The descent is relatively steep, with only a few switchbacks. Be aware that the ledge of the trail drops off rather abruptly in places.)

	6.0 Reach Gobbler’s Knob lookout tower. Enjoy the view before retracing your steps.

	12.0 Arrive back at the road enclosure.






WILDERNESS CAMPING

Lake George Camp: Lake George has five individual campsites and one group site. They vary in quality of tent sites and distance from the pit toilet or the lake.




HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mora; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575
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LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.
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4. INDIAN HENRY’S HUNTING GROUND
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WHY GO?

The hike to Indian Henry’s Hunting Ground is a steep ascent through old-growth forest to beautiful flower-filled meadows with picturesque views of the park’s oldest patrol cabin against a stunning backdrop of Mount Rainier’s southwest flank.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Kautz Creek trailhead

Elevation gain: 3,160 feet

Distance: 11.4 miles out and back

Difficulty: Strenuous

Hiking time: 5–8 hours

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; the trail begins on soft forest floor; crosses scree fields and at times is rocky; ends in subalpine meadow.

Nearest town: Ashford

Special considerations: Historically, the western part of the park experiences numerous washouts due to glacial outburst floods. Foot logs across rivers or streams originating from glaciers frequently wash out. The National Park Service does not advise fording glacial rivers due to the high concentration of debris in them and the risk of large glacial boulders in the water. If you must cross, the NPS recommends crossing early in the day and using any fallen logs to assist you. Also, always wear boots to protect yourself from any debris suspended in the river.

Options: You can take a side trip to Mirror Lakes, adding 1.2 miles to your hike. These small pools are surrounded by beautiful flower-filled meadows. You can also start this hike at the Rampart’s Ridge trailhead or by following the unmaintained Tahoma Creek Trail (GPS: N46 47.697' / W121 52.889') off Westside Road. The Tahoma Creek Trail requires navigational skill and GPS.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive east on Longmire-Paradise Road 3.5 miles to the paved parking lot for Kautz Creek Picnic Area and Exhibit, which unfortunately often fills up on sunny summer weekends. Park and walk across the road along the crosswalk to the trailhead. Trailhead GPS: N46 44.175' / W121 51.347'




WHAT TO SEE

This hike gives avid hill climbers a large dose of uphill medicine. The trail is marked as 5.7 miles, but our GPS tracked 5.2 miles to the patrol cabin. The trail takes you to the picturesque meadows of Indian Henry’s Hunting Ground. Mount Rainier’s Sunset Amphitheater is visible from the meadows on a clear day, as are Copper and Iron Mountains. This area was named for Indian Henry (Sutelik), the Indigenous man who taught James Longmire about the trails in Mount Rainier.
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The trailhead is across the road from the Kautz Creek Picnic Area. Cross Longmire-Paradise Road to the wooden boardwalk, and follow the wooden walkway for 100 feet; the trail will be on the right side. The boardwalk to your left was constructed by volunteers in 1994 and leads to a viewpoint of the Kautz Creek Mudflow. Unless you want to check out the viewpoint first—which on clear days shows the southwest flank of Mount Rainier above an iron-ridden Kautz Creek—take the Kautz Creek Trail, heading north.

The first mile of the trail takes you through the remnants of the Kautz Creek Mudflow. In October 1947 a glacial outburst flood wiped out the forest all around Kautz Creek. Glacial ice from the center of Kautz Creek crashed down the river, cutting a deep channel into the earth while picking up dirt, rocks, foliage, and other debris. The sheer power of this 20-hour-long flood knocked down trees and deposited a blanket of debris around them. These piles of silt and rock around the roots eventually killed the trees, but you will notice that a new forest is emerging from the aftermath of the mudflow.

After you cross Kautz Creek, 1.0 mile into your hike, the trail turns into steep switch-backs that last for almost 4.0 miles. For the first part of your ascent, the trail takes you through a mature forest unaffected by the Kautz Creek Mudflow. The mature forest turns to beautiful fields of bear grass and wildflowers in subalpine forest. Delicious huck-leberries line the trail in season. As the forest gives way to beautiful meadows filled with colorful flowers like lupine, tiger lily, and red columbine, you have reached Indian Henry’s Hunting Ground. Mount Ararat rises from the northwest side of the trail and Satulick Mountain from the southeast side.

The last 0.7 mile of the hike is a slightly downhill relief. After enjoying the impressive scenery and the meadow’s showcase of flowers, you might want to hike north up the Wonderland Trail to Mount Rainier’s oldest patrol cabin, which is still in use. The meadows before the patrol cabin are filled with subalpine flowers, including clusters of gentians. Another option includes the short hike to Mirror Lakes as mentioned above.
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MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Kautz Creek Picnic Area and Exhibit. Cross Longmire-Paradise Road to the wooden boardwalk. Follow the wooden walkway for 100 feet; the trail will be on the right side.

	1.0 Cross Kautz Creek. From this point on, the trail ascends steeply.

	2.3 Reach a wooden bridge that crosses a small tributary of Pyramid Creek.

	5.0 As the trees disappear and the scenery unfolds, you are stepping into Indian Henry’s Hunting Ground.

	5.7 At the junction with Wonderland Trail, you have a variety of options. For this description, simply admire the view and then head back to the picnic area. (Option: To go to Mirror Lakes, head left [north] at the junction with the Wonderland Trail and go 0.2 mile to the Mirror Lakes Trail. Go right [northeast] 0.6 mile to the lakes. Follow the Mirror Lakes Trail to its end for a great view of Pyramid Peak and Mount Rainier.)

	11.4 Arrive back at the picnic area.






WILDERNESS CAMPING

Devil’s Dream Camp: This camp, nestled in the forest, has seven individual sites and one group site, all of which are very nice and flat. There are two pit toilets, and the camp is
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often filled with Wonderland Trail hikers. Usually the water source for Devil’s Dream Camp is near Site 1, but it often dries up in late summer. If this is the case, you will have to hike about 0.25 mile to Kiya Lake or to the creek directly beyond the lake.




HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mora; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575




LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.


In 1857 Lt. August Valentine Kautz attempted to summit Mount Rainier and came within 400 feet of the Columbia Crest. A creek and glacier now bear his name to commemorate this valiant attempt. Just east of the Kautz Glacier, the Wapowety Cleaver bears the name of the Nisqually Indian who guided the Kautz party up the mountain. Unlike other known Indigenous guides, Wapowety showed little fear of climbing Mount Rainier. He nearly died from the attempt, despite his decision to exit early because of snow blindness.













5. RAMPART RIDGE


WHY GO?

One of the few hikes in Mount Rainier National Park that is clear of snow in June, this short but steep trek up to Rampart Ridge affords peekaboo views of Eagle Peak, Mount Rainier, and the Nisqually River valley.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Longmire Historic District

Elevation gain: 1,280 feet

Distance: 5.1-mile loop

Difficulty: Moderate

Hiking time: 2–3 hours

Season: June–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained, forest floor

Nearest town: Ashford

Special considerations: No water; bring your own.

Options: The Van Trump Park Trail leads to beautiful flower-filled meadows with great views of the Tatoosh Range, Mount Adams, Mount St. Helens, and Mount Rainier. This side trip is a long and uneventful 3.2 miles of ascent, adding 6.4 miles to your hike.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually River Entrance Station, drive 6.7 miles east on Longmire-Paradise Road to the Longmire Historic District. Turn right (southeast) into the parking lot around the Longmire Historic District, which includes the Longmire Wilderness Information Center, Longmire Museum, and National Park Inn. Walk on one of the two crosswalks across Longmire-Paradise Road to the Rampart Ridge trailhead, located across the street from the inn. Finding a parking space at the Long-mire Historic District is a potential problem on sunny summer weekends. Trailhead GPS: N46 45.013' / W121 48.786'




WHAT TO SEE

This hike is great for people who like to climb hills and need a hike that is snow-free in June. In less than 2.0 miles, the trail takes you up 1,200 feet and allows you to peer into the valley you just ventured from, as well as the valley on the other side of Rampart Ridge. The ridge itself, also known as the “Ramparts,” is a remnant of ancient lava flow from Mount Rainier. The switchbacks are steep but bearable. Remember to bring plenty of water, because the only water sources arise toward the end of the hike.

We recommend you hike this trail clockwise to keep possible views of Mount Rainier in front of you. To increase educational opportunities along the hike, we also recommend you walk the greater part of the Trail of Shadows, which tells the tale of James Longmire’s settlement of the valley where the Longmire Historic District now stands. This tale is told via informational signs posted at points of interest along the way and provides something to think about during your workout ahead.

To start the hike, cross any of the well-marked crosswalks in front of the Longmire Historic District across Longmire-Paradise Road. Stay to the right (north) until you reach the Trail of the Shadows trailhead. The Trail of the Shadows is a self-guided hike that loops around a field of mineral springs, past the Longmire cabin, Iron Mike, and the Travertine Mound, to the junction with the Rampart Ridge Trail.

At the junction with the Rampart Ridge Trail, go right (north). For more than 1.5 miles, there are relatively steep switchbacks, although they level out at the end just before the viewpoints. This part of the trail is mainly in the trees, but at one point you may catch a glimpse of Tumtum Peak to the west. After hiking just over 2.0 miles, you reach a spur trail that goes to a viewpoint. Take a break and enjoy the scenery from the viewpoint. On a clear day you can see Eagle Peak, the Nisqually River, the Longmire Historic District, and Mount Rainier.

The next 1.2 miles along the ridge are flat and very pleasant. On a clear day, Mount Rainier emerges before you as you cross to the other side of the ridge. On a foggy day, you still have a nice view of the Kautz Creek riverbed in the valley below and Satulick Mountain across the way.

You arrive at the Wonderland Trail junction after traveling a little over 1.0 mile from the viewpoint. Go right (south) at this junction. This turn takes you off the Rampart Ridge Trail and onto the Wonderland Trail. From this point on, the trail loses elevation all the way back to the Longmire Historic District. About 0.2 mile after joining the Wonderland Trail, a trail leading to Van Trump Park splits off to the left (northeast). Stay to the right (south) here, and continue down the Wonderland Trail. At 4.9 miles cross Longmire-Paradise Road and continue hiking on the Wonderland Trail back to the Longmire Historic District. There are many signs to point the way on this last stretch.


[image: fig_26_1.jpg]





MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Longmire Historic District. Hike across Longmire-Paradise Road; stay to the left, heading west on the Trail of the Shadows until you reach the Rampart Ridge Trail.

	0.5 At the junction with the Rampart Ridge Trail, go right (north).

	2.2 A spur trail to the right goes to a viewpoint. Continue on the Rampart Ridge Trail, hiking northeast.

	3.4 Arrive at the Wonderland Trail junction after traveling a little over 1.0 mile from the viewpoint. Go right (south) at this junction.

	3.6 A trail that leads to Van Trump Park heads off to the left (northeast). Stay to the right, heading south. (Option: Go left to take a side trip to Van Trump Park.)

	4.9 Cross Longmire-Paradise Road and continue hiking on the Wonderland Trail. There are many signs to point the way on this last stretch.

	5.1 Arrive back at the Longmire Historic District.






HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mor a; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575




LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.
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6. COMET FALLS AND VAN TRUMP PARK


[image: fig_29_1.jpg]



WHY GO?

A craggy climb past multiple water features and pika-filled rock fields to the foot of Comet Falls and beyond via steep steps to Van Trump Park, which hosts a series of meadows and great views of the Tatoosh Range, Mount Adams, Mount St. Helens, and Mount Rainier.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Van Trump Park trailhead (otherwise known as Comet Falls trailhead)

Elevation gain: 2,160 feet

Distance: 5.8 miles out and back

Difficulty: Moderate

Hiking time: 3–5 hours

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; the trail begins on forest floor with large roots, switches to a rocky trail, and ends in subalpine meadows.

Nearest town: Ashford

Special considerations: The foot log over a small tributary of Van Trump Creek above Comet Falls has been known to wash out, making the side trip to Mildred Point unavailable. You may want to ask in advance if the foot log is in place before venturing on this side trip.

Options: The side trip to Mildred Point is a must-do. The trail is extremely steep and not very well maintained, but the view is spectacular. Deer are commonly seen grazing in the grassy meadows along the trail. The knoll up to Mildred Point is filled with an array of wildflowers, from lupine to Columbia lilies. The top of Mildred Point provides a great view of the Kautz Glacier and Mount Rainier.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive 10.7 miles east on Longmire-Paradise Road. The parking lot is on your left, but it is often overcrowded on sunny weekends. Trailhead GPS: N46 46.754' / W121 46.958'




WHAT TO SEE

The trail takes you through beautiful forest to several waterfalls, including Comet Falls, one of the tallest falls in the park. From the flower-filled meadows of Van Trump Park, you can view both the Tatoosh Range and Mount Rainier on a clear day.

From the Van Trump Park Trail parking lot, hike north on the Van Trump Park Trail. The hike starts off with a bang—you reach a bridge crossing Christine Falls in less than 0.3 mile. The bridge provides a bird’s-eye view of the oft-photographed falls that roar and churn around granite walls until making their final tumble near Longmire-Paradise Road.

After Christine Falls, the trail first traverses the forest via switchbacks, then hugs the hillside over Van Trump Creek, and finally opens to fields of rock and talus in its approach to Comet Falls. This hike proves more difficult than its length and pitch would indicate, as trail hazards are common. In the trees, roots are major trip hazards, while the large rocky steps of the upper trail make this hike harder than you might expect. The myriad flora lining the trail change as you climb. Just after the snow has melted completely from the trail, trillium, red columbine, tiger lily, and goatsbeard dominate in the lower elevation, giving way to fields of salmonberries and eventually avalanche lilies near the falls.

Just before you reach the first viewpoint of Comet Falls, you come to a bridge over Van Trump Creek with an unnamed falls to your right (east). The trail seems to fork before the bridge, but stay to the left (north). The trail to the right is a small spur trail that wraps around the bend to the foot of the unnamed falls. You have a nice view of the falls from the bridge and its surrounding rocks. These boulders provide the most comfortable lunch spot on the trail; the area around Comet Falls is not as conducive to a relaxing break.

Reach your first view of Comet Falls 1.7 miles from the beginning of your hike; several viewing areas await you in the next 0.2 mile of steep switchbacks to a close-up, and likely wet, view of your destination. The white waters of Comet Falls resemble the tail of a comet, the inspiration for its name, as they plunge 320 feet to the creek below.

The switchbacks continue to ascend at a consistent, steep grade for the remainder of the trek to Van Trump Park. The stair steps built into the trail can reach waist-high on a rather petite human. But the effort pays off, affording a clear view of the Tatoosh Range to the southeast. This part of the trail is often lined with wildflowers in mid-to late summer. Travel up the switchbacks for the next 0.7 mile, 2.6 miles into your hike, until the Van Trump Trail splits off to the right. At the junction go right (north) up to Van Trump Park. If you are taking the spectacular option to Mildred Point, stay to the left.


[image: fig_30_1.jpg]
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From Van Trump Park you may see Mount St. Helens, Mount Adams, and the Tatoosh Range to the south. The park also offers ample viewing of Kautz and Van Trump Glaciers. The maintained spur trail continues for only 0.3 mile. After this point the trail is unmaintained; you travel at your own risk. Practice zero-impact principles to cause minimal impact. The unmaintained trail leads to a ridge with an excellent view of Mount Rainier. When you’ve had your fill, turn around and retrace your steps back to the trailhead.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the Van Trump Park trailhead (sometimes referred to as Comet Falls trail-head). Travel north up the Van Trump Park Trail.

	1.9 Reach Comet Falls. (There are numerous viewing opportunities before you actually reach the falls.)

	2.6 To the right, the Van Trump Trail splits off, taking you north up through Van Trump Park.

	2.9 The end of the Van Trump Park is also the end of the Van Trump Trail. From here head back the way you came. (Option: Take the side trip to Mildred Point for views of the Kautz and Van Trump Glaciers.)

	5.8 Arrive back at the trailhead.






HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION

Mount Rainier National Park: www.nps.gov/mora; 24-hour visitor information: (360) 569-2211

Gifford Pinchot National Forest: www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Longmire Museum: (360) 569-6575




LODGING

For information on accommodations inside and outside the park, visit www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.




CAMPGROUNDS

If you wish to car camp and day hike, Cougar Rock Campground is located closest to the trailhead in the southwest corner of the park, 2.3 miles north of the Longmire Historic District. For more information about Cougar Rock or to reserve a site online, visit www.recreation.gov.











7. EAGLE PEAK


WHY GO?

Starting a short distance behind the Longmire Historic District, this constant and strenuous ascent through varied terrain ends in the saddle between two ancient peaks and offers a spectacular view of the south face of Mount Rainier.


THE RUNDOWN

Start: Eagle Peak trailhead

Elevation gain: 3,000 feet

Distance: 7.2 miles out and back

Difficulty: Strenuous

Hiking time: 3–5 hours

Season: Mid-July–Sept

Fees and permits: Vehicle or individual entry fee (7 days); annual entry pass available; timed entry applies

Trail contact: Longmire Wilderness Information Center: (360) 569-6650

Trail surface: Well maintained; the trail begins on soft forest floor and crosses scree fields until turning to rocky subalpine meadow.

Nearest town: Ashford

Special considerations: There are limited parking spaces at the trailhead; you may need to park at Longmire Historic District and walk across the bridge to the trailhead.

Options: If you feel the need to conquer the peak, the climb to the summit is a scramble up a rocky face. You should have some climbing experience before attempting the summit. This option adds about 0.5 mile to your hike, raising the total round-trip to nearly 8.0 miles.






FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: fig_3_2.png]From the Nisqually Entrance Station, drive 6.7 miles east along Longmire-Paradise Road to the Longmire Historic District on the right. Turn right (east) into the Longmire Historic District. Continue on the road that takes you by the Longmire Wilderness Information Center, and continue beyond the parking lots and employee housing. The road narrows and curves left (north) before bending right (south) and continuing over a bridge. Cross the bridge over the Nisqually River




WHAT TO SEE



[image: fig_34_1.jpg]








MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at Eagle Peak trailhead and follow the Eagle Peak Trail.

	2.7 The forest opens up and you enter a mountain meadow.

	3.6 Reach the Eagle Peak saddle. (FYI: There is no maintained trail to the summit; the steep climb requires climbing experience.) Return the way you came.

	7.2 Arrive back at the trailhead.







[image: fig_35_1.jpg]



HIKE INFORMATION


LOCAL INFORMATION







LODGING





CAMPGROUNDS
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From the viewpoint at the end of a short spur
trail on Rampart Ridge, a hiker views Eagle Peak
across the Nisqually River valley.
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A waterfall cascades hundreds of
feet above the Westside Road.
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h flank of Mount Rainier wit
f Eagle Peak in the foreground.
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A hiker takes in the view
at the Eagle Peak saddle.
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Comet Falls plunge 320 feet

into the creek below.
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Father and son catch their &
breath at the Pinnacle Peak v
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A morning view of Mount Rainier
from atop Gobbler's Knob.






