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By the time I finally get home, it’s gone ten and my feet feel like they’re made of cement. Heavy, dragging, useless. I kick the door shut behind me and lean my forehead against it, breathing in the quiet of my tiny apartment like it’s oxygen after being underwater too long.

But even with the silence, even with the relief of being away from him—my boss, my mind doesn’t settle.

It goes straight to her.

Selene Kenwood.

I close my eyes, and there she is—the way she smiled at me earlier, soft and warm in a way her husband never is. The way her dark hair fell over one shoulder as she thanked me for arranging the canapés, “so beautifully done.” The way her fingers brushed mine when she handed back the serving tray, light as a whisper but enough to send a shiver down my spine.

I shouldn’t think about her like this. I know I shouldn’t. She’s married. She’s my boss’s wife. She’s older, confident, elegant—everything I’m not. And yet... she’s all I can think about.

I push off the door and drop my keys into the bowl on the side table. My flat is small—one bedroom, one bathroom, a living room that’s barely big enough for a sofa and a coffee table—but it’s mine. And right now, it’s blissfully free of Mr. Kenwood’s voice barking orders or criticising the way I arranged the dessert table or telling me I’m “too slow” when I’m literally sprinting between kitchens and event halls.

God, he’s unbearable. Arrogant. Overbearing. Always looming over my shoulder like he’s waiting for me to mess up. And the way he talks to me like I’m a child who should be grateful he even hired me.

I hang my coat on the hook and rub my temples. Today was worse than usual. He was in one of his moods, snapping at everyone, but especially me. I swear he enjoys making me nervous. He watches for it—the way my hands shake when he’s too close, the way I stutter when he interrupts me.

But then Selene appeared and everything shifted.

She walked into the event hall like she was made of light, wearing this deep green dress that made her look like she’d stepped out of some myth. And when she saw me, she smiled—really smiled—like she was genuinely happy I was there.

I felt it then, the same thing I felt the first time I met her—that instant pull, like gravity had chosen her and decided I should orbit.

Forbidden, I remind myself as I walk into my bedroom. Completely, absolutely forbidden.

I strip off my catering uniform—black trousers, black shirt, black apron, all smelling faintly of garlic and stress—and toss it into the laundry basket. My body aches, but my mind is buzzing, replaying every moment with her as I step into the shower.

The way she asked if I was doing okay. The way she touched my arm when she said goodbye and the way her eyes lingered on me for a second too long.

I’m imagining things. I have to be. She’s kind to everyone. She’s just... naturally warm. Naturally gentle. Naturally everything her husband isn’t.

I turn of the shower and once I’ve towelled myself dry, I pull my nightdress over my head—soft cotton, pale blue, comforting—and tie my damp hair up into a messy bun. All I want now is tea, a blanket, and the chance to stop thinking about Selene Kenwood like she’s some kind of fantasy I’m not allowed to have.

My phone suddenly buzzes removing all thoughts about Selene from my mind.

I groan before I even look at it. Only one person texts me this late. I click on the text. I was right. It’s from Mr. Kenwood.

I’m popping over to pick up the crates you have. Need them for tomorrow’s event. Be there in ten.

I stare at the message, my jaw tightening.

Seriously?

He couldn’t have told me this before I left? He couldn’t have sent literally anyone else?

I flop onto the edge of my bed and let out a long, frustrated sigh. I’ve had enough of him for one day. Enough of
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