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I have written, illustrated, and published nearly 150 children’s picture books, both as print books and ebooks. You can see the covers and descriptions of most of them on my Amazon Author Page at www.amazon.com/author/eve-heidi. 

In my previous how-to books for the children’s book writer, I have discussed how to write a children’s picture book; how to illustrate one if you can’t draw; and how to publish a print book through Amazon KDP or IngramSpark.

In this volume, I want to share with you a free and easy way to create an ebook that preserves the layout of your picture book, so that it can be displayed in 2-page spreads (with the left page and right page of the spread lined up seamlessly).

I will explain how to publish and distribute your fixed-layout picture book for free through Draft2Digital, Google Play, Amazon Kindle, so that you have a worldwide audience for your work.

I will not discuss IngramSpark because their service is not free. While they do now provide free ISBNs under their “Indy Pub” imprint, they charge a $25 setup fee for each ebook title. While it is true that IngramSpark offers free title setup from time to time, they do not allow you to combine this promotion with their free ISBN.
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Assumptions

THIS BOOK ASSUMES THAT you already have your completed illustrations as JPEGs, in the dimensions needed for your book.

Most of my books are 8.5” x 8.5” and the illustrations are JPEGs having the same dimensions.
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The Steps You Will Take
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Following is a list of steps that you will take for this project:

	Insert images into a Word or LibreOffice document


	Create a PDF from the Word or LibreOffice document


	Create a fixed-layout MOBI file from the PDF, using Kindle Kids’ Book Creator


	Create a fixed-layout ePUB3 file from the PDF, using a free trial of Adobe InDesign; no prior knowledge is needed of how to use InDesign


	View your fixed-layout ePUB3 files, using Adobe Editions







	Submit the appropriate files to distributors


I will explain each step in detail as we go along.
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Step 1: Insert Illustrations into a Document
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Please note that if your illustrations are already 2-page spreads, they must be split into two individual images, to insert into individual pages in Word or LibreOffice. Have your illustrator split the illustrations, or do it yourself with a graphics editor.

Now, for inserting the individual images into a document, I use an old version of Microsoft Word that I’ve had for years, so it doesn’t cost me any additional money.

If you don’t already have Microsoft Word, you can use LibreOffice. (Access at https://www.libreoffice.org/.) This is free software that you download to your computer; it has a document editor similar to Word.

Since I don’t know which document editor you’ll be using, I’ll give guidelines here for both.

Once you have your document editor, set the page size to the dimensions of your book. (In my case, this is 8.5” x 8.5”.)

You can safely ignore the margin settings.

The first page of your document is for the front cover.

(Save your Copyright page for the end of the book.)

If your picture book begins on the odd-numbered page (the right-hand page of a book), insert a blank even-numbered page, then insert your story’s first illustration on the following odd-numbered page.

If your picture book begins on the even-numbered page (the left-hand page of a book), don’t insert a blank page after the cover; start your story right away by inserting the first illustration on the first even-numbered page.

If You Are Using Word

IN WORD, SELECT THE image and set its size to the same size as the page.

For the “Wrapping” option, I choose to place the image “behind” the text.

For both vertical and horizontal alignments, choose center relative to page.

If You Are Using LibreOffice

IN LIBREOFFICE, SELECT the image and right click. On the menu that pops up, choose Properties. A window will pop up.

On the Type tab of that window, set the image size to the same size as the page. Set both the vertical and horizontal positions to center relative to page.

On the Wrap tab, choose “Through,” “In background,” and “Allow overlap.” This allows the image to overlap the text and its margins.

For Word and LibreOffice

FOLLOW THE ABOVE STEPS for all pages of your book.

In a perfect world, your 2-page spreads will now be seamless.

However, due to the vagaries of document editing software, your 2-page spreads may not be seamless the first time you try. You will only be able to judge this by looking at the ebook once you’ve run a PDF of it through the Kindle Kids’ Book Creator. (More on this later in Step 3.)

I have found that using Word, I need to tweak the position of the image in order to create seamless 2-page spreads. Specifically, for odd-numbered pages, my picture position needs to be minus 0.02” (-0.02”) to the right of the page. This moves the image to the left slightly and fills in a white gap, so the even- and odd-numbered pages meet seamlessly.
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