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This book forms part of a larger architecture consisting of thirty-six volumes, five thousand one hundred and eighty-four poems, interconnected cover designs, numerical structures, symbolic correspondences, and recurring visual motifs.

Some patterns are obvious.

Others are hidden in plain sight.

The books may be read independently, but readers who choose to explore further may discover relationships involving geometry, number, symbolism, language, and design.

No key is provided.

The search is part of the initiation.

Welcome to your inner maze.
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A NOTE ON THE ARCHITECTURE

36 books. 144 poems each. 5,184 poems total. √5,184 = 72 — exactly the number of covers in this collection. 72 is the number of names of God in the Kabbalistic tradition. 5+1+8+4 = 18 = Chai = Life in Hebrew. The digital root of this entire collection is Life.

144 is the twelfth Fibonacci number and the only non-trivial Fibonacci number that is also a perfect square. Poems at Fibonacci positions in each book — 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144 — are written in a compressed voice. They are the bones. The other 133 poems are the flesh.

The cover conceals a puzzle. The number on the cover is a key. The golden ratio divides this book at poem 89. The search is part of the initiation.
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THE INITIATION CYCLE

Book II of XXII

THE MIRROR OF BECOMING

A NOTE ON THE FIBONACCI STRUCTURE

Each book in this series contains 144 poems. 144 is the twelfth Fibonacci number — and the only non-trivial Fibonacci number that is also a perfect square. Poems at Fibonacci positions (1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144) are written in a compressed voice: the essential image, stripped to its minimum. These are the bones. The other 133 poems are the flesh.

36 books. 144 poems each. Total: 5,184 poems. √5,184 = 72 exactly. There are 72 covers in this collection. The square root of the total poem count equals the total cover count. 72 is also the number of names of God in the Kabbalistic tradition. The 72 covers are the 72 faces through which the work looks at the world. 5+1+8+4 = 18 = חי = Chai = Life in Hebrew. The digital root of this entire collection is Life.

The reader who finds the compressed poems has found the Fibonacci Codex: a collection within the collection, readable only by those who know where to look.
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For those who learned to wield

what they were given

before they knew what they had.


"As above, so below. As within, so without."

— The Emerald Tablet
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Each book is a node. Each path between them is an initiation.

You are here:  Book II

XXII — Kether

III — Binah  II — Chokmah

I — Da'ath  ◌

V — Geburah  IV — Chesed

VI — Tiphareth

VIII — Hod  VII — Netzach

IX — Yesod

X–XXI — Malkuth

Severity  ·  Middle Pillar  ·  Mercy

——◆——
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The Magician  ·  Air  ·  Mercury

Before you read, stand at a table.

Any table. A kitchen table is perfect. Place four things on it: something that represents your body, something that represents your mind, something that represents your heart, something that represents your spirit.

The Magician has these four tools on his table always — wand, cup, sword, pentacle — one for each element, one for each way the will can act in the world.

The question is not whether you have the tools. You have always had them. The Magician's table is always already set.

The question is: have you learned to use what you have?

The Magician stands with one hand pointing to the sky and one pointing to the ground. As above, so below. What you carry in you is what you build in the world.

This book is about that mirror. About the relationship between what you are and what you make. About the specific alchemy of becoming.

Put your hands down. Read.
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The Fool has landed. You are no longer at the edge.

You are at a table covered with tools. One for each element. One for each way the will can act in the world. You did not put them there. They were there when you arrived.

The Magician does not create from nothing. The Magician transforms what is already present. The raw material is the life you have. The transmutation is the life you make from it.

There is an infinity symbol above the Magician's head — the lemniscate, the figure-eight of the infinite. It is there to tell you that what you are working with has no end, which means the work has no end, which means you are always at the beginning of what you can make of what you have.

This is Book II of XXII. The table is set. The tools are real. The only question now is what you do with them.

— Ben Panulo Junior
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