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INTRODUCTION






This book contains the abridged profiles of all of the popes of the Catholic Church organized chronologically according to the dates of their respective terms of office. For the complete profiles, readers should consult the full edition, originally published in hard cover by HarperSanFrancisco in 1997, subsequently released in paperback in 2000, and finally issued in an updated edition that includes Pope Benedict XVI in 2006. The full edition contains many original features; this abridged edition is limited to profiles of individual popes that rely upon secondary source material for their factual and historical content. For a listing of these sources and an explanation of how they were incorporated into the profiles, the reader should consult the Preface and the Select Bibliography of the full edition.


WHAT IS A POPE?


The office occupied by the pope is known as the papacy. The popes principal title is Bishop of Rome. In addition to his immediate pastoral responsibilities as Bishop of Rome, the pope also exercises a special ministry on behalf of the universal Church. It is called the Petrine ministry, because the Catholic Church considers the pope to be the successor of the Apostle Peter. As such, he has the duty to preserve the unity of the worldwide Church and to support all of his brother bishops in the ser vice of their own respective dioceses.


The title pope, which means father (Lat., papa), was in earlier centuries of church history applied to every bishop in the West, while in the East it seems to have been used of priests as well. In 1073, however, Pope Gregory VII formally prohibited the use of the title for all except the Bishop of Rome. In addition to Bishop of Rome, the pope has several other titles: Vicar of Peter, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Chief of the Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church, Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province, Sovereign of Vatican City State, and Servant of the Servants of God.


According to traditional Catholic belief, the papacy was established by Jesus Christ himself when he conferred its responsibilities and powers upon the Apostle Peter at Caesarea Philippi: And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven (Matt. 16:1819).


WHY ROME?


It is because of the ancient tradition that the two principal leaders of the apostolic church, Sts. Peter and Paul, were martyred and buried in Rome that the papacy, from its beginnings, has been linked with this former imperial city. St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. ca. 107) is traditionally regarded as the first major witness to the primacy of Rome. In his famous letter to the church at Rome not long before he himself was martyred there, he addressed the church holding chief place in the territories of the district of Romeworthy of God, worthy of honor, blessing, praise, and success; worthy too in holiness, foremost in love (emphasis added).


It would have been extraordinary, in fact, if Rome had not been singled out for a special role and position of authority in the early Church. Not only was it the city traditionally regarded as the site of the martyrdoms and burials of both Peter and Paul; it was also the center of the Roman Empire. Gradually Rome did emerge as an ecclesiastical court of last resort, the local church to which other local churches and their bishops would appeal when disputes and conflicts could not be settled between or among themselves. The Bishop of Rome intervened in the life of distant churches, took sides in theological controversies, was consulted by other bishops on doctrinal and moral questions, and sent delegates to distant councils.


The connection between Peter and the Bishop of Rome, however, did not become fully explicit until the pontificate of Leo I (also known as Leo the Great) in the mid-fifth century (44061). Leo insisted that Peter continued to speak to the whole Church through the Bishop of Rome. But prior to the East-West schism of 1054, the Bishop of Rome had been viewed primarily as patriarch of Rome alongside the patriarchs of Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem. After the split, a merger occurred in which the papal office completely absorbed the Roman patriarchal office. In the eyes of many Eastern Christians, Western Christianity became thereby a papal church, that is, a church that relates so predominantly to the see of Rome that the pastoral autonomy of the local churches and their bishops is all but lost. The Bishop of Rome came to regard himself, and be regarded by others, as the universal primate of the entire Church. It was as if he were the bishop of every diocese and the local bishops functioned simply as his vicars or delegates.


Following a long and complex history, the Second Ecumenical Council of Lyons in 1274 claimed for the Roman church the supreme and full primacy and authority over the universal Catholic Church. That formal declaration laid the foundation, in turn, for the dogmatic definition of the First Vatican Council in 1870 that in the disposition of God the Roman church holds the preeminence of ordinary power over all the other churches.


WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A POPE?


The evolution of the doctrine of papal primacy has not proceeded in a direct, unbroken line from the time of the New Testament to the present day. During the first Christian millennium, and particularly before the pontificate of Gregory VII (107385), popes functioned largely in the role of mediator. They did not claim for themselves the title Vicar of Christ. They did not appoint every bishop. They did not govern the universal Church through the Roman Curia. They did not impose or enforce clerical celibacy. They did not write encyclicals or authorize catechisms for the whole Church. They did not retain for themselves alone the power of canonizing saints. They did not even convene ecumenical councils as a ruleand certainly not the major doctrinal councils of Nicaea (325), Constantinople (381), Ephesus (431), and Chalcedon (451).


The Second Vatican Council (196265) brought the Churchs understanding of the papacy more in line once again with that of the first millennium. The council viewed the papacy in increasingly communal and collegial terms. The pope is no longer to be conceived of as an absolute monarchan impression clearly left by the First Vatican Council (186970). According to Vatican II, the pope exercises supreme authority over the whole Church, but the other bishops also share in that authority.


To be sure, the supreme authority vested in the college of bishops cannot be exercised without the consent of the pope. This college, insofar as it is composed of many, expresses the variety and universality of the People of God, but insofar as it is assembled under one head, it expresses the unity of the flock of Christ (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, n. 22). Although the pope retains full, supreme, and universal power over the Church, the other bishops are no longer perceived as simply his stand-ins or delegates. They also receive from Christ the mission to teach all nations and to preach the gospel to every creature (n. 24). They govern their own dioceses not as vicars of the Roman Pontiff, for they exercise an authority which is proper to them (n. 27). Whatever authority the pope and the other bishops enjoy, it is always to be exercised within a communion of local churches through the faithful preaching of the gospel, the administration of the sacraments, and pastoral ser vice.


The papal office serves the unity of the whole Church as the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity of the bishops and of the multitude of the faithful (n. 23). Papal primacy, therefore, is a primacy of ser vicein the ser vice of unity. Insofar as the universal Church is a communion of local churches, the papal office must respect the legitimate diversity of these churches and practice a collegial mode of decision making (n. 23). The bishops, therefore, truly collaborate with the pope in the work of the Holy Spirit, which is the work of unity. They do so in their collegial confession of one faith, in their common celebration of divine worship, especially the Eucharist, and in their promotion of the loving harmony of the family of God (Decree on Ecumenism, n. 2).


IS THE POPE INFALLIBLE?


In addition to its reaffirmation of the doctrine of papal primacy, the First Vatican Council solemnly defined the dogma of papal infallibility. Infallibility means, literally, immunity from error. Theologically it refers to a charism, or gift, of the Holy Spirit that protects the Church from fundamental error when it solemnly defines a matter of faith or morals. Catholic theologians are careful to point out, however, that the charism is a negative charism, that is, it only guarantees that a particular teaching is not erroneous. The charism of infallibility does not ensure that a particular teaching is an adequate, appropriate, or opportune expression of faith or morals. Furthermore, papal infallibility is a dimension of the infallibility of the whole Church, not vice versa. The popes infallibility is the same infallibility with which the divine Redeemer willed His Church to be endowed (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, n. 25).


The formal concept of infallibility was not applied to the papacy until the fourteenth century, during a controversy over poverty in the Franciscan order. Advocates of a rigorist position (that Franciscans must divest themselves of all property, regardless of practical need) employed the term infallibility to defend the binding authority of statements by earlier popes against the more liberal decisions of their successors. Under the impact of the Reformation, the concept of infallibility gained wider currency among the theologians of the Counter-Reformation (St. Robert Bellarmine [d. 1621] and others). There were also appeals to infallibility in the condemnations of Jansenism and Gallicanism (two largely French dissident movements) in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Under strong personal pressure from a beleaguered Pope Pius IX (184678), the First Vatican Council formally defined the dogma of infallibility in 1870.


The key words of the Vatican I text placed certain restrictions on the exercise of papal infallibility: When the Roman Pontiff speaks ex cathedra [Lat., from the chair], that is, whenas pastor and teacher of all Christians in virtue of his highest apostolic authority he defines a doctrine of faith and morals that must be held by the Universal Church, he is empowered, through the divine assistance promised him in blessed Peter, with that infallibility with which the Divine Redeemer willed to endow his Church. Thus: (1) The pope must be speaking formally as earthly head of the Church (ex cathedra). (2) He must be speaking on a matter of faith or morals (not governance or discipline). (3) He must clearly intend to bind the whole Church. Indeed, the revised Code of Canon Law (1983) stipulates that No doctrine is understood to be infallibly defined unless it is clearly established as such (can. 749.3).


Infallibility is not a personal prerogative of the pope. It would be inaccurate to say, without qualification, that the pope is infallible. A pope is only infallible, according to Vatican I, when he is in the act of defining a dogma of faith or morals under the conditions specified.


Neither does the dogma of infallibility mean that the pope is somehow above the Church. Vatican Is declaration that the definitions of popes are irreformable by themselves (ex sese) and not by reason of the agreement of the Church (non autem ex consensu ecclesiae) was added to the definition in order to oppose Gallicanism, an attitude prevalent in France that maintained that papal definitions and other decisions did not go into effect unless and until they were subsequently ratified by the Church. On the other hand, the official presenter of the dogma of papal infallibility at Vatican I, Bishop Vincenz Gasser (d. 1879), made it clear during the debate that the consent of the Church can never be lacking with an infallible pronouncement.


Nor did Vatican I intend to say, in using the word irreformable, that infallible teachings can never change. They are formulated in human language and are expressive of human concepts. As such they are historically conditioned (Mysterium Ecclesiae, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 1973).


Like the doctrine of papal primacy, the dogma of papal infallibility was set in a larger context by the Second Vatican Council. The charism of infallibility can be exercised by the whole college of bishops, in communion with the pope, either when assembled in an ecumenical council or when scattered throughout the world. In principle, the whole Church, not just the pope and the other bishops, is infallible (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, n. 25).


To be sure, not all of Romes bishops effectively fulfilled their important ministry. Pope Marcellinus (296304) complied with imperial orders to hand over copies of Sacred Scripture and to offer incense to the gods, for which he was probably deposed. Liberius (35266) was a weak pope who at first opposed the excommunication of St. Athanasius (d. 373), the great enemy of Arianism, but then relented under pressure. Vigilius (53755) vacillated on the teaching of the Council of Chalcedon (451) and was even excommunicated by a synod of African bishops. Honorius I (62538) became an unwitting adherent of Monothelitism, a heresy that held there is only one (divine) will in Christ, and after his death was formally condemned by the Third Council of Constantinople (680). Certain Western metropolitans (archbishops with some form of jurisdiction over suffragan dioceses in the same geographical area) even in the early Middle Ages sometimes contradicted papal decisions. Prophetic voices, including those of saints like Bernard of Clairvaux (d. 1153) and Catherine of Siena (d. 1380), were also raised against the style and practice of the papal ministry centuries before the Reformation. Medieval theologians and canonists admitted that individual popes had erred in matters of doctrine and even conceded that a pope could deviate from the faith.


Nevertheless, the formula Rome has never erred survived and over the course of time came to be understood as Rome cannot err. The legal maxim The first see is judged by no one appeared initially in the sixth century and was later interpreted to mean that the popes teaching authority is supreme. Alas, that principle has been interpreted differently in various periods of church history, including our own. And therein lies much of the drama found in the lives of the popes.












THE POPES





1 PETER, APOSTLE, ST.



Galilean, * d. ca. 64




Peter, Jesus chief apostle, whom Catholic tradition regards as the first pope, was born in the village of Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee. (The first succession lists, however, identified Linus, not Peter, as the first pope. Peter was not regarded as the first Bishop of Rome until the late second or early third century.)


That Peter was married and remained so even after becoming a disciple of Jesus is clear from the account of Jesus healing of Peters mother-in-law (Mark 1:2931) and from Pauls reference to the fact that Peter and the other apostles took their wives along on their apostolic journeys (1 Cor. 9:5). The pious belief that the apostles, including Peter, put away their wives once they received the call from Jesus has no historical basis. Rather, it arises from the mistaken and essentially unchristian assumption that celibacy is more virtuous than marriage because sexual intimacy somehow compromises ones total commitment to God and the things of the spirit.




Peters Singular Role in the New Testament




Catholic tradition has regarded Peter as the first pope because of the special commission he received from Jesus Christ and because of his unique status and central role within the college of the twelve apostles. He was the first disciple to be called by Jesus (Matt. 4:1819). He served as spokesman for the other apostles (Mark 8:29; Matt. 18:21; Luke 12:41; John 6:6769). According to the tradition of Paul and Luke (1 Cor. 15:5; Luke 24:34), he was the first to whom the Lord appeared after his Resurrection. Peter is also the most frequently mentioned disciple in all four Gospels and is regularly listed first among the Twelve (Mark 3:1619; Matt. 10:14; Luke 6:1216). This latter point alongside others is of particular significance because, in the ancient world, respect and authority resided in the first of a line, the first born or the first chosen.



Peters activities are not reported following the Council of Jerusalem, where he exercised an important, though not necessarily papal, role in opening the mission of the Church to the Gentiles (Acts 15:712). Significantly, it was James, not Peter, who presided over the council and ratified its decisions. However, there is increasing agreement among historians and biblical scholars that Peter did go to Rome and was martyred there (by crucifixion, according to the North African theologian Tertullian [d. ca. 225] ). However, there is no evidence that before his death Peter actually served the church of Rome as its first bishop, even though the fact is regularly taken for granted by a wide spectrum of Catholics and others. Indeed, there is no evidence that Rome even had a monoepiscopal form of ecclesiastical government until the middle of the second century. By the late second or early third century, however, Peter did become identified in tradition as the first Bishop of Rome. But tradition is not a fact factory. It cannot make something into a historical fact when it is not.




Peter and the Primacy




In the Catholic tradition, the biblical basis for associating the primacy with Peter is embodied in three texts: Matthew 16:1319; Luke 22:3132; and John 21:1519. The fact that Jesus naming of Peter as the rock occurs in three different contexts in these three Gospels raises a question about the original setting of the incident itself. Scholars are not sure if the naming occurred during Jesus earthly ministry or after the Resurrection with what is called a subsequent retrojection into the accounts of Jesus earthly ministry.


Scholars, however, point to a significant trajectory of images relating to Peter and his ministry as an independent basis for the primatial claims. He is spoken of as a fisherman (Luke 5:10; John 21:114), an occupation that, in fact, he and his brother Andrew had practiced; as the shepherd of Christs sheep (John 21:1517); as a Christian martyr (John 13:36; 1 Pet. 5:1); as an elder who addresses other elders (1 Pet. 5:1); as a proclaimer of faith in Jesus as the Son of God (Matt. 16:1617); and, of course, as the rock on which the Church is to be built (Matt. 16:18).


Peters unique importance as Jesus first and chief disciple and as the leader of the college of the twelve apostles is clear enough. No pope in history has achieved his status, and it is no accident that none of the more than 260 individuals whom Catholic tradition regards as his successors have taken the name Peter II, including two whose own baptismal names were Peter (John XIV, elected in 983, and Sergius IV, elected in 1009). What can be said, however, about Peters enduring significance for the papacy and for the Church itself?




Petrine Succession




History provides a long list of popes following Peter, beginning with Linus (ca. 66ca. 78) and continuing into the twenty-first century and the beginning of the third Christian millennium with such popes as Pius XII (193958), John XXIII (195863), Paul VI (196378), John Paul I (1978), John Paul II (19782005), and Benedict XVI (2005). Catholic tradition regards all of these popes as successors of Peter. In what sense are they his successors, and in what sense are they not?



In at least two of his apostolic roles, Peter could not have had successors: first, as the traditional cofounder with Paul of the Apostolic See of Rome; and, second, as one of the Twelve, who were personal witnesses of the Risen Lord. These are unique, nonrepeatable, and nontransmittable aspects of Peters apostleship. On the other hand, the bishops of Rome do continue Peters ministry of evangelizing the world and of maintaining the unity of the whole Church. They also continue to exercise within the college of bishops the same kind of pastoral authority Peter exercised within the original company of the Twelve. The word continue is important. The popes do not succeed Peter in the sense of replacing him, as a newly inaugurated president of the United States, for example, replaces his predecessor. The popes carry on Peters ministry, but Peter as such is irreplaceable. He alone is the rock on which the Church is built.




Petrine Ministry




According to Catholic tradition, the ministry that the Bishop of Rome exercises in his capacity as Vicar of Peter (see below) is a continuation of Peters own ministry on behalf of the universal Church. As such it is called the Petrine ministry. The ministry of pastoral leadership exercised by Peter in the first part of Acts is the model and the norm for the Petrine ministry exercised by the pope. It involves witnessing to the faith, overseeing the way in which local churches preserve and transmit this faith, providing assistance and encouragement to fellow bishops in their own local and universal ministry of proclaiming and defending the faith, speaking in the name of the bishops and their local churches when the need arises, and articulating the faith of the Church in the name of the whole communion of local churches which together constitute the universal Church.




Vicar of Peter




The most traditional title accorded the pope (from the end of the fourth century) is Vicar of Peter. The Bishop of Rome does not take the place of Peter. Unlike Peter, the pope is neither an apostle nor an eyewitness of the Risen Lord. These are qualities that cannot be transmitted to those who follow. The popes can only continue Peters ministry by keeping alive the faith that has been handed on to them. The closest English word to vicar is substitute. Like a substitute teacher in a classroom, the pope stands in for Peter, but does not replace him. The pope is Vicar of Christ insofar as he is a bishop, not insofar as he is a pope. The title that captures his distinctive Petrine responsibilities is that of Vicar of Peter. Feast day (with St. Paul): June 29.



2 LINUS, ST.



ca. 66ca. 78 (6776 in the Vaticans official list)



Because it was not until the late second or early third century that Catholic tradition came to regard Peter as the first Bishop of Rome, it was Linus, not Peter, who was considered in the earliest succession lists to be the first pope. Very little is known about Linus. Early sources, including Eusebius, claim that Linus held office for about twelve years, but they are not clear about the exact dates or about his exact pastoral role and authority. It should be rememberedcontrary to pious Catholic beliefthat the monoepiscopal structure of church governance (also known as the monarchical episcopate, in which each diocese was headed by a single bishop) still did not exist in Rome at this time. For almost the entire first Christian millennium the pope was elected by the clergy and people of Rome, since his immediate and primary pastoral office was that of Bishop of Rome.


There is no evidence to support the legend that Linus died as a martyr and was buried on Vatican Hill close to St. Peter, nor for the tradition that he decreed, in keeping with 1 Corinthians 11:116, that women should keep their heads covered in church. His name occurs after those of Peter and Paul in the ancient Canon of the Mass. Feast day: September 23.


3 ANACLETUS [CLETUS], ST.




Greek (?), ca. 79ca. 91
 (7688 in the Vaticans official list)



The name of the second successor of Peter, Anacletus, is really Anencletus, a Greek adjective meaning blameless. Since it was also a common name for a slave, it may be indicative of his social origins. Anacletus evidently exercised a position of pastoral leadership in Rome. One unconfirmed tradition is that, during his pontificate, he divided Rome into twenty-five parishes. The church historian Eusebius of Caesarea (d. ca. 339) reports that he died in the twelfth year of the Emperor Domitians reign (8196). The tradition that he died a martyr is also unattested. His former feast day, April 26, was dropped in the course of Pope Paul VIs reform of the liturgical calendar in 1969.



4 CLEMENT I, ST.



ca. 91ca. 101 (8897 in the Vaticans official list) 



Also known as Clement of Rome, he is best known for his likely authorship of the letter referred to as 1 Clement, the most important first-century Christian document outside the New Testament and treated by some in the ancient Church as if it were, in fact, part of the New Testament canon. A second letter attributed to him (2 Clement) is not authentic.


The Roman community at this time was probably divided into a number of small house churches scattered throughout the city and its neighboring districts, each presided over by a presbyter (and possibly more than one). There would have been no united and coordinated leadership within the citys Christian community as a whole, but it was otherwise the case in the communitys relations with the Christian communities of other cities. One presbyter, like Clement, was charged with corresponding with these other communities and probably also with dispensing aid to those in need.



This first letter of Clement was sent ca. 96 from the church in Rome to the church in Corinth, instructing the Corinthians to reinstate elders (presbyters, or senior priests) who had been improperly deposed and to exile the younger persons who had instigated the rebellion. Significantly, Clement offered no defense for his intervening in the pastoral affairs of the Corinthian church (he had not been invited to do so by the Corinthians), but neither did he appeal to any special Roman privilege. The form of Clements intervention seems to have been modeled on the relations of the imperial capital of Rome (its Senate and emperor) with its outlying provinces. When some Catholic theologians and historians today suggest that the hierarchical structures of the Church, including the papacy, owe more to the Roman Empire than to Jesus, they do not exaggerate.



There is no historical evidence to support the claim that Clement died a martyr. Clement is mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I between Cletus (Anacletus) and Sixtus I (ca. 116ca. 125). Feast day: November 23 (in the West); November 24 or 25 (in the East).



5 EVARISTUS, ST.



Greek, ca. 100ca. 109


(97105 in the Vaticans official list) 



Evaristus is regarded by Catholic tradition as the fourth successor of Peter. The early succession lists, however, differ about the length of his pontificate and even about his exact place on the list. There is little or no reliable information about him. Specifically, there is no basis for the claim that he died as a martyr and was buried on Vatican Hill near St. Peter. The fact that he is on the early succession lists indicates, at the very least, that he exercised a prominent role of leadership in the Roman church, although not as its only bishop, or overseer. The monoepiscopal structure did not come to Rome until the middle of the second century, with the pontificate of St. Pius I (ca. 142ca. 155). Feast day: October 26.


6 ALEXANDER I, ST.



ca. 109ca. 116 (105115 in the Vaticans official list)



Alexander is regarded by Catholic tradition as the fifth successor of Peter. As in the case of his predecessors, the length of Alexanders pontificate is a matter of guesswork. The estimates of the early sources range from seven to ten years. When information about an early religious figure is sparse to nonexistent, as in this case, pious legend too often fills the vacuum. Thus, the Liber Pontificalis, a collection of papal biographies that began to take shape in the sixth century, attributes to Alexander the insertion of the eucharistic institution narrative from the Last Supper into the Canon of the Mass and also repeats a Roman tradition that Alexander was beheaded on the Via Nomentana, a road leading out of Rome. The tradition evidently had confused him with an actual martyr of the same name whose tomb was discovered along that road in 1855. Feast day: May 3.


7 SIXTUS [XYSTUS] I, ST.




ca. 116ca. 125 


(115125 in the Vaticans official list)


Sixtus I is regarded by Catholic tradition as the sixth successor of Peter; thus the Latin name Sixtus (meaning sixth), although he is more correctly known as Xystus. The dates of his pontificate are as uncertain as those of his immediate predecessors. The early sources generally agree that it lasted about ten years. Little or nothing else is known about him. The Liber Pontificalis (a collection of papal biographies first compiled in the mid-sixth century) indicates that he was the son of a priest and attributes to him, without historical basis, a decree that sacred vessels should only be touched by clergy. Feast day: April 3.


8 TELESPHOROS, ST.



Greek, ca. 125ca. 136 


(125136 in the Vaticans official list) 


Telesphoros is the only second-century pope whose martyrdom is historically verifiable. Although the exact dates of his pontificate are uncertain, early sources are in agreement that it lasted eleven years. St. Irenaeus (d. ca. 200) notes that Telesphoros always observed Easter on Sunday rather than on whatever day of the week Passover happened to fall (which was the practice of those Christians who were known as the Quartodecimansthe Latin word for fourteenthbecause they observed Easter on the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Nisan). Feast day: January 5 (in the West); February 22 (in the East).


9 HYGINUS, ST.



Greek, ca. 138ca. 142 

(136140 in the Vaticans official list)



Hyginus is regarded by Catholic tradition as the eighth successor of Peter. Estimates of the length of this pontificate range from as many as twelve years to as few as four (the more credible figure). According to the Liber Pontificalis (a collection of papal biographies first compiled in the mid-sixth century), Hyginus was a Greek from Athens with a background in philosophy. St. Irenaeus (d. ca. 200) reports that during Hyginuss pontificate the Gnostic teachers Valentinus (d. ca. 175) and Cerdo came to Rome from Egypt and Syria, respectively, indicating that Rome was becoming a major Christian center. Hyginus was regarded as a martyr, but there is no historical evidence to substantiate that belief or the pious tradition that he was buried on Vatican Hill near St. Peter. Feast day: January 11.


10 PIUS I, ST.



ca. 142ca. 155 (140155 in the Vaticans official list)



Pius I was the first of the listed popes to have functioned as the single, or sole, Bishop of Rome. Before his pontificate, the Roman church seems to have been governed by a council or group of presbyters or presbyter-bishops. Those regarded by Catholic tradition as popes before Pius I may simply have been the most prominent members of those governing groups.


The early sources are confused about the dates of this pontificate. Some place Pius I after his successor, Anicetus (ca. 155ca. 166). Nothing much is known of Piuss pontificate except that the Gnostics Valentinus (d. ca. 175), Cerdo, and Marcion (d. ca. 160) were actively promoting their views in Rome, specifically that the Old Testament had been completely supplanted by the New Testament so that Christianity is in no sense a fulfillment of Judaism, but rather its replacement. It is thought that Pius presided over a synod of presbyters that excommunicated Marcion in July 144. There is no evidence that Pius was martyred or that he was buried on Vatican Hill near St. Peter. Feast day: July 11.


11 ANICETUS, ST.



Syrian, ca. 155ca. 166 


(155166 in the Vaticans official list)



Anicetus was Bishop of Rome at a time when the city was becoming a flourishing center of Christian activity, attracting some of the leading figures of the ancient Church, including the great anti-Gnostic Syrian scholar St. Hegesippus (d. ca. 180) and St. Justin Martyr (d. ca. 165). Although the Liber Pontificalis (a collection of papal biographies first compiled in the mid-sixth century) reports that Anicetus forbade clerics to wear long hair, he is perhaps best remembered for his serious but amicable discussions with one of the most revered figures in the early Church, St. Polycarp (d. ca. 155/6), bishop of Smyrna (in present-day Turkey), who had been a disciple of St. John the Evangelist.


Already in his eighties, Polycarp had come to Rome to urge the pope to adopt the common liturgical practice in Asia Minor of observing the feast of Easter, regarded as the Christian Passover, on the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Nisan (the day of the Jewish Passover), regardless of the day of the week on which it fell. Anicetus denied Polycarps request, insisting that he felt bound by his predecessors custom of celebrating the Resurrection every Sunday. The discussion remained friendly, and Anicetus invited Polycarp to preside at the Eucharist. They departed in peace, but Rome and the East continued their separate practices. It was probably Anicetus who erected a memorial shrine for St. Peter on Vatican Hill that was familiar to visitors at the turn of the century (ca. 200). Feast day: April 17.


12 SOTER, ST.



ca. 166ca. 174 (166175 in the Vaticans official list)



The most significant development in Soters pontificate was the introduction of Easter as an annual liturgical feast in Rome. Until this time, the Roman church had no separate feast of Easter, but instead regarded every Sunday as a celebration of the Resurrection. The date agreed upon for the new feast was the Sunday following the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Nisan (in other words, the Sunday following the day of Passover). This contrasted with a common Christian practice in Asia Minor of celebrating Easter on the day of Passover itself, no matter what day of the week it fell on. Those who followed this practice were called Quartodecimans (Lat., fourteenth, for the fourteenth day of Nisan).



The Liber Pontificalis (a collection of papal biographies first compiled in the mid-sixth century) reports that Soter ordered nonordained monks not to touch altar cloths or offer incense in churchan indication that pastoral micro-management is not an exclusively modern phenomenon. Although Soter was later venerated as a martyr, there is no evidence that he died a martyrs death. Feast day: April 22.


13 ELEUTHERIUS [ELEUTHERUS], ST.



Greek, ca. 174ca. 189 


(175189 in the Vaticans official list)


Eleutherius is regarded by Catholic tradition as the twelfth successor of Peter, having served as a deacon (assistant) to Pope Anicetus (ca. 155ca. 166) before being elected to the papacy himself. In 177 or 178, he received a visit from St. Irenaeus of Lyons (d. ca. 200) bearing a letter from the Christians of Lyons (in southern Gaul, or modern-day France) that set out their highly critical views on Montanism, a new religious movement that was prophesying a speedy end of the world and preaching the need to impose severe ascetical practices upon the Church. Although the historical record is not completely clear, it seems that Eleutherius failed to see the danger of Montanism and declined to pass judgment on its prophetic claims. Eleutherius is first mentioned as a martyr in the somewhat unreliable ninth-century martyrology compiled by St. Ado of Vienne (d. 875). Feast day: May 26.


14 VICTOR I, ST.



African, 189198



The first African pope, whom St. Jerome (d. ca. 420) identified as the first Latin ecclesiastical writer, Victor is best known for his firm resolution of the controversy over the celebration of Easter. With his urging, synods were held in Rome and in other Christian centers from Gaul (modern-day France) to Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq). Although the great majority sided with the pope, the churches of Asia Minor held fast to their practice of celebrating Easter on the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Nisan (the day of Passover), whether it fell on Sunday or not. They were called Quartodecimans, after the Latin word for fourteenth, because of their preference for the fourteenth day of Nisan. By contrast, the Roman church observed Easter on the Sunday following the day of Passover.


When the Quartodecimans, under the leadership of Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, refused to bend to his will, Victor declared them out of communion (excommunicated) not only with the Roman church, but with the universal Church. His harsh action evoked a storm of protest, even from those who accepted his ruling on Easter. The fact that the churches of Asia Minor remained in communion with Rome may indicate that he later withdrew the sentence of excommunication. But the incident shows the growing belief of the popes at this time that the Roman church enjoyed some kind of primatial status within the universal Church.


Victor is also the first pope known to have had dealings with the imperial household, supplying the emperors mistress, herself a Christian, with a list of Christians condemned to the mines of Sardinia and thereby securing their release. Though later venerated as a martyr, there is no evidence that Victor suffered a martyrs death or that he was buried on Vatican Hill near St. Peter. Feast day: July 28.


15 ZEPHRYNUS, ST.



198/9217 (199217 in the Vaticans official list)



Although his pontificate lasted more than seventeen years, relatively little is known about Zephrynus except for the sharp criticisms he received, especially from St. Hippolytus (d. ca. 236), a leading and learned Roman presbyter. Hippolytus and others, including the North African theologian Tertullian (d. ca. 225), were frustrated with the pope because of his apparent weakness and vacillation in the face of new challenges to the historic faith from Montanism (a religious movement that was prophesying a speedy end of the world and preaching the need to impose severe ascetical practices upon the Church), Adoptionism (a Christological theory that Jesus was an ordinary human being who became the adopted Son of God at his baptism), and Sabellianism (also known as Modalism and Monarchianism, a theory holding that in God there is, in effect, only one divine Person with three different modes or manifestations of divine activity). In the light of the modern emphasis on the papal office as the guardian and defender of orthodoxy, such criticisms are truly remarkable. Early popes like Zephrynus and Eleutherius were accused of actually being too easy on doctrinal dissidents rather than too censorious. Zephrynus may have been buried in his own cemetery near that of Callistus on the Appian Way. Feast day: August 26.


16 CALLISTUS [CALIXTUS] I, ST.



217222



Callistus is the first pope, after Peter, whose name is commemorated as a martyr in the oldest martyrology of the Roman church, the Depositio Martyrum (ca. 354). Much of the information that survives about Callistus comes filtered through the highly derogatory writings of St. Hippolytus (d. ca. 236), a leading and learned Roman presbyter who also had been a persistent critic of Callistuss predecessor, Zephrynus. In his youth Callistus had been a slave of a Christian who set him up in banking, but eventually he became Pope Zephrynuss deacon. Because of Zephrynuss own intellectual and administrative limitations, Callistus exerted enormous influence and was elected to succeed him. Hippolytus, however, refused to accept the election and seems to have sought and received election as bishop by a schismatic group, thereby becoming the Catholic Churchs first of thirty-nine antipopes.


Callistuss five-year pontificate was defined in large part by his constant battles with Hippolytus and his faction, who accused the pope of doctrinal deviations (Modalism in particular, the view that in God there is only one divine Person with three modes of activity) and laxity in discipline, especially in regard to readmitting heretics and schismatics. Both charges were unfair. Callistus was clearly not a Modalist, but neither did he support Hippolytuss teaching that the Word (Logos) is a distinct Person, a view the pope regarded as ditheistic (positing two Gods). And Callistuss approach to sinners was actually closer to that of Jesus than to that of the new rigorists in the Church. Although his name appears in the oldest Roman martyrology, it is questionable whether he was, in fact, a martyr. Feast day: October 14.


17 URBAN I, ST.



222230



Urban had a generally peaceful pontificate, because it fell within the imperial reign of Alexander Severus (22235), in which there were no persecutions of Christians. The schism in the Roman church provoked by the bitter opposition of St. Hippolytus (d. ca. 236) to Urbans two immediate predecessors, Zephrynus (198/9217) and Callistus (21722), continued during Urbans pontificate, albeit in less acute form. However, there is no historical record of the relationship between Urban and Hippolytus. Contrary to pious belief, Urban did not die a martyrs death. According to the fifth-century martyrology of St. Jerome, he is buried in the cemetery of Callistus on the Appian Way. A tomb slab bearing his name in Greek letters has been discovered there. Feast day: May 25.


18 PONTIAN [PONTIANUS], ST.



d. October 235,


pope July 21, 230September 28, 235



Pontian was the first pope to abdicate the papal office. He did so only because he had been deported by the new, anti-Christian emperor Maximinus Thrax to labor in the mines on the island of Sardinia, known as the island of death, from which few ever returned alive. Pontian did not want there to be a vacuum of leadership in the Roman church. All except the last few months of his pontificate had been peaceful because the tolerant Emperor Severus was still reigning. After succeeding Severus in March 235, however, Maximinus Thrax abandoned his predecessors policy of toleration and initiated a violent campaign against Christian leaders. He arrested Pontian and the antipope Hippolytus (d. ca. 236), a strong critic of popes Zephrynus (198/9217) and Callistus (21722) and the apparent leader of a schism in the Roman church. Both were imprisoned in Rome and then exiled to Sardinia. According to the fourth-century Liberian Catalogue, Pontian abdicated on September 28, 235, the first precisely recorded date in papal history. Neither Pontian nor Hippolytus survived the harsh conditions on Sardinia. A fourth-century martyrology lists Pontian as the first Roman bishop-martyr (after Peter). Feast day (with St. Hippolytus): August 13.


19 ANTERUS, ST.



Greek, November 21, 235January 3, 236


Because his pontificate was less than two months long (he died a natural death), there is nothing to be said of Anterus except that he was the first pope to be buried in the newly completed papal crypt in the cemetery of Callistus on the Appian Way. Large fragments of the inscription over his tomb have been found there. Anteruss predecessor, Pontian, was also buried in the papal crypt some months later, after his body was returned from the island of Sardinia, where he had died in exile. Feast day: January 3.


20 FABIAN, ST.



January 10, 236January 20, 250



Fabian was one of the most respected and accomplished popes of the earliest Christian centuries. St. Cyprian of Carthage (d. 258), one of the leading bishops in the contemporary Church, described him as honorable and praised the integrity of his administration. With unusual administrative skill, Fabian reorganized the local clergy, dividing the growing Roman church into seven ecclesiastical districts with a deacon, assisted by a subdeacon and six junior assistants, in charge of each district. He also supervised numerous building projects in the cemeteries and arranged for the bodies of Pope Pontian (d. 235) and the antipope Hippolytus (d. 236) to be returned from their Sardinian exile and buried properly in Rome. Most of Fabians fourteen-year pontificate was peaceful (two emperors, Gordian III and Philip the Arab, were generally tolerant of the Church), but after Decius ascended to power (249), a new and vicious persecution was initiated. Fabian was arrested and was among the first to die, probably as a result of brutal treatment in prison. Feast day (with St. Sebastian): January 20.


21 CORNELIUS, ST.



March 251June 253



Corneliuss pontificate was marked by his constant and often bitter battles over the question of the validity of baptism by heretics and schismatics. The Roman practice, upheld and enforced by Cornelius, recognized the validity of such baptisms and did not require the rebaptism of those wishing to enter or be reconciled with the Catholic Church.


It had taken more than a year to elect Cornelius as successor to Fabian. The Roman clergy had postponed the election because of the violent persecution under the emperor Decius. During the interregnum of fourteen months, the Roman church was governed as it had been during the first century of its existence, that is, collegially, with the presbyter Novatian acting as spokesman. The following spring the emperor left Rome to fight the Goths, and the persecution subsided. Novatian fully expected to be elected, but the clergy voted instead for Cornelius, whom Cyprian (d. 258), bishop of Carthage, described as an unambitious priest who had come up through the ranks. Novatian reacted bitterly to the election and had himself ordained a bishop, setting himself up as a rival (antipope) to Cornelius. What was clearly at the basis of Novatians opposition was Corneliuss readiness to readmit to communion, albeit after suitable penance, those Christians who had lapsed during the persecution.


Novatian tried to persuade the bishops of other Christian centers to accept his own title to the Roman see, and in Rome itself a faction of rigorist clergy and laity refused to recognize Corneliuss authority. However, Corneliuss election was upheld by Cyprian and Dionysius (d. 264/5), bishop of Alexandria. Cyprian also supported Cornelius when, in October 251, he excommunicated Novatian and his followers at a synod in Rome attended by sixty bishops and many presbyters and deacons.


When the new emperor, Gallus, resumed the persecutions in June 252, Cornelius was arrested and deported to Centumcellae (present-day Civitavecchia, the port of Rome). He died there the following June, and his body was later taken back to Rome and buried in the cemetery of Callistus on the Appian Way. Feast day (with St. Cyprian): September 16.



22 LUCIUS I, ST.



June 25, 253March 5, 254



Almost immediately after his election, Lucius was banished from Rome by the emperor Gallus. His place of exile, like that of his predecessor, may have been Centumcellae (present-day Civitavecchia, the port of Rome). Upon the death of Gallus and the accession of Valerian, who seemed at first favorably disposed to Christians, Lucius managed to make his way back to Rome with other exiled Christians. After his return, he received a congratulatory letter from Cyprian (d. 258), bishop of Carthage. Another of Cyprians letters to him suggests that Lucius maintained the moderate policy of his predecessor, Cornelius, toward those who had lapsed in time of persecution and who sought reconciliation with the Church. Because he suffered for the faith in exile, Lucius can be regarded as a confessor (the technical name for one who suffers for
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