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●  The Cincinnati Bengals were established on August 3, 1967.

●  They joined the American Football League (AFL) as an expansion team in 1968.

●  The team's founder was Paul Brown, a former Cleveland Browns coach, for whom the Browns were named.

●  Cincinnati was granted an AFL franchise after Paul Brown failed to acquire a stake in the Cleveland Browns.

●  The Bengals' name is a nod to an earlier football team that played in Cincinnati in the 1930s.

●  They joined the NFL when the AFL-NFL merger took place in 1970.

●  The team's first stadium was Nippert Stadium where they played for two years.

●  In 1970, they moved to Riverfront Stadium, later known as Cinergy Field, and played there until 1999.

●  Paul Brown was the Bengals' first head coach and held the position from 1968 to 1975.

●  The Bengals won their division in their third season (1970) and made it to the playoffs.

●  Their first postseason victory came in 1975.

●  By 1981, the Bengals had made it to their first Super Bowl, Super Bowl XVI, but lost to the San Francisco 49ers.

●  The team's official mascot is a Bengal tiger named "Who Dey."

●  The "Who Dey" chant is a significant part of the Bengals' culture, shouted by fans at games.

●  Their unique helmet design, without any logo but with tiger stripes, debuted in 1981.

●  The Bengals reached their second Super Bowl in 1988, Super Bowl XXIII, and again faced (and lost to) the 49ers.

●  Paul Brown Stadium, their current home, opened in 2000 and has a seating capacity of over 65,000.

●  The stadium is known for its "sail" like entrance and has been nicknamed "The Jungle" by fans.

●  The Bengals have won the AFC Championship twice, in 1981 and 1988.

●  In the early years, the team's uniform colors were similar to the Cleveland Browns but changed to the current black, orange, and white in 1981.

●  The team has had only a few logo changes since inception, with the leaping tiger being a popular one.

●  Paul Brown, after leaving the Browns, incorporated several elements from his former team, including similar uniform designs initially.

●  The Bengals' Ring of Honor was established in 2020 to honor former players and personnel.

●  Unlike many other teams, the Bengals didn't have cheerleaders until 1968. They're called the Ben-Gals.

●  One of the franchise's darkest periods was in the 1990s, a decade in which they failed to post a single winning season.

●  The team experienced a resurgence in the 2010s, making it to the playoffs multiple times.

●  Cincinnati has a longstanding rivalry with the Cleveland Browns, partly because of Paul Brown's history with both teams.

●  Another significant rivalry is with the Pittsburgh Steelers, especially in recent years.

●  The Bengals have had periods referred to as the "Ken Anderson Era," the "Boomer Esiason Era," and the "Andy Dalton Era," based on their starting quarterbacks.

●  The team faced financial difficulties in its early years, leading to potential relocation threats.

●  In the 2000s, the Bengals saw a string of arrests and off-field issues that led the media to criticize their player choices.

●  The team is one of the few in the NFL that has never changed its city or name.

●  The Bengals' fight song, "Bengal Growl," is played after every touchdown at home games.

●  The franchise's 50th season was in 2017, celebrated with various events and logo modifications.

●  Their fan base is widespread, with dedicated Bengals' bars found as far as Los Angeles and New York City.

●  The team's highest-scoring game was in 2004, a 58-48 win against the Cleveland Browns.

●  The 1988 season saw the Bengals use a no-huddle offense as their standard mode of operation, which became influential in the league.

●  Paul Brown's influence still resonates as the team's indoor practice field bears his name.

●  The team has experienced droughts in playoff victories, including one that lasted from 1990 to 2015.

●  In their early years, the Bengals were known to use a double tight end set, unconventional at the time.

●  Cincinnati's geographic location has led it to have rivalries with teams from both the AFC North and the old AFC Central.

●  Over the years, the team's fan base has come up with numerous traditions, including tailgating on the banks of the Ohio River.

●  Before settling on "Bengals," other potential team names considered were "Buckeyes."

●  The team has experienced streaks of both dominance and mediocrity, leading to phases of high and low fan attendance.

●  A unique feature of Paul Brown Stadium is the inclusion of club seats, unlike many other NFL stadiums.

●  Several Bengals players have also played for their Ohio rivals, the Cleveland Browns, further fueling the rivalry.

●  The team's original logo featured a Bengal tiger running with a football.

●  They were the last AFL team to be established before the merger.

●  The Bengals have a tradition of playing their home games outdoors, never having played in a domed stadium.

●  Their inaugural season was in 1968, and they finished with a 3-11 record.
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