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About the Book

OMG. It’s Chuck Bass and Nate Archibald from Gossip Girl in one book.

We’re all mad about the boys, but is it Ed Westwick’s bad-guy allure that ticks your box, or Chace Crawford’s pretty-boy looks? Or – naughty – both? Well, to help you decide, Gossip Boys, the unauthorised double biography of Chace and Ed, charts the lives of these hot young things, who are best friends both on the show and in real life. Brit-born Westwick has the edgy cool of his character, having fronted the indie band The Filthy Youth, and appearing in cult films such as Son of Rambow and Children of Men. Crawford meanwhile is the ultimate all-American idol, signed by the first talent agent who interviewed him and being named ‘Summer’s Hottest Bachelor’ by People and winning the Teen Choice Award for 'Male Hottie'.

The huge success of Gossip Girl has seen these actors become two of the biggest pin-ups around, and favourites of magazines like Grazia and teen TV programming such as T4.

Now you can learn all about the boys: their early days, their flames old and new, their careers and the bromance that has made them scorching stars.
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CHAPTER 1

Early Life

SEVENTEEN:

Fill in the blank: When I was 17, I was ———

CHACE CRAWFORD:

‘Ignorant. No, I was … very fortunate. No, I was … spunky. I was … rebellious. Black sheep of the family. Any one of those. I was … happy to graduate from high school. I was … in Texas. I was … loving life at 17. It was easier, less complicated. I was … simple. How ’bout that? I was just simple.

THE SIMPLE LIFE is the very opposite of what Chace Crawford’s character in Gossip Girl enjoys. Nate Archibald lives in the ultra-wealthy Upper East Side of Manhattan where his world is a whirlwind of parties, limousines, girls and complicated, turbulent relationships. In terms of emotional upheaval, Nate’s life is almost the exact opposite of the childhood that Chace Crawford was lucky enough to experience. Chace was born in Lubbock in the north-western corner of Texas, the birthplace of many prominent country musicians and basketball stars such as Craig Ehlo and Daniel Santiago, as well as football player Mason Crosby. Possibly its most famous resident was the 1950s rock and roll legend Buddy Holly!

However, when Chace was just a young boy, his family relocated 300 miles directly east past Fort Worth to the city of Plano, and so he spent much of his childhood in and around Dallas, a city he loves to this day. Notable Plano residents include legendary cyclist Lance Armstrong and golfer Fred Couples.

Chace was born on 18 July 1985 with a host of famous names: Nelson Mandela, astronaut John Glenn and billionaire entrepreneur Richard Branson. His full name is actually Christopher Chace Crawford, but he chooses to use his more distinctive middle moniker.

The Crawford family was very hard-working and were clearly fortunate to live in Plano – in 2005 the city was voted the ‘Best Place to Live’ in the western United States. And it’s here that such well-known and distinctive American brands Pizza Hut, JC Penney and Dr Pepper are located, so perhaps their presence contributes to the area’s affluence. It consistently ranks highly in the list of America’s wealthiest cities (being rated the wealthiest in 2008) and in 2010 it won the equally enviable accolade as ‘The Safest City to live in America’. Shades of Nate Archibald’s own lifestyle perhaps? Chace himself seems acutely aware of his privileged upbringing and openly speaks of his gratitude: ‘The best thing about [living in the South],’ he told Female First, ‘is the way I was raised. I’m so thankful for my background. I feel like I’ve got a good head on my shoulders and that my parents raised me right. I just love the people there in general in the South. It’s a great atmosphere and a great place to actually live – so I’m really thankful for that.’

Chace’s father Chris is a dermatologist while his mother Dana is a teacher. His parents had met at a young age (‘it’s a Southern thing!’) and by the time his father was at med school, Chace’s mum was expecting his younger sister Candice. According to Chace, a huge upside of starting their family this young is that his parents are still young themselves; he felt the full benefit of this when his acting career took off in his late teens and early twenties because his mum and dad encouraged and advised him through the firestorm of international fame and fortune without the distance of a generation gap.

Chace paints a lovely picture of a very close family sitting down to eat his mother’s beautiful chicken and rice. ‘My mom kept the household together, managed everything. We were her life.’ The closeness of the Crawford family has remained even though their son is now a superstar actor – fast forward to 2011 and Chace is a very famous face on the TV, but without fail he still phones his parents every single day.

And yes, Chace’s stunning looks were there from a very young age! His sister Candice is also fortunate in the looks department and has gone on to become a beauty queen. Chace himself has spoken about this familial beauty to blockbuster.co.uk: ‘I’m blessed. I have a beautiful mother and beautiful father so I guess you could say I’m blessed with good genes.’ He says his father never really bombarded him with skincare tips but there would often be family friends’ girls in the kitchen where his dad would help them out with their teenage skincare worries. In later years, when Chace had become a famous TV star, he joked with reporters about how much his father’s profession affected his looks: ‘He would give me face wash, I had Botox age nine, that’s when we started. And then just the occasional facelift.’

It wasn’t all roses for Chace, however. He attended Ridgeview Elementary and it was here that his mum made him wear ‘crazily’ brief cut-off jeans. ‘I suffered from it. But at least I learned quite early that there’s no reason for men to wear shorts.’ On a more serious note, when talking to ES magazine on a promotional trip to the UK in 2010, Chace shocked his many fans by revealing that he was diagnosed – incorrectly, in his opinion – with Attention Deficit Disorder or ADD. He was even prescribed a drug to alleviate the condition but this was something he would later feel was an overreaction: ‘I don’t think I am ADD. Now I’m much more interested in knowledge and learning. I watch a lot of documentaries and news, I have a hunger for that. As a kid, I was more interested in daydreaming and friends … They used to really overprescribe that stuff … Maybe it was good I took a little bit of medication, y’know? To help facilitate my schoolwork.’ He admits that at times he would utilise his ‘wild imagination’ and draw ‘masterpieces of the stupidest things!’

Not surprisingly Chace’s good looks attracted a lot of female attention at school! He was relatively shy but very popular and as he grew older his confidence began to grow. His first kiss, at the age of 11, was in sixth grade when his class was on summer camp. All of his mates had girlfriends and he really liked one particular girl. Despite admitting that he was ‘a very awkward kisser’, he is warmly sentimental about this pre-teenage romance: ‘[My first kiss] was very picturesque on this cliff with my first girlfriend, Kiley. She was my best friend’s twin sister. I’m actually good friends with her today!’ When it came to Valentine’s Day, Chace gave Kiley a home-made mixtape.

The Crawford family spent four years in Bloomington, Minnesota which is why there are hints of that region’s accent in Chace’s soft voice, rather than just a pure Texan drawl. From his early teens, Chace attended Trinity Christian Academy whose website states it ‘is an independent co-educational school that offers a college preparatory curriculum within a Christian community committed to integrating Biblical faith and learning. The school desires to educate and develop the whole person for the glory of God by helping equip each student to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, and to become a faithful disciple of Him.’ The religious choice of school mirrored the Crawford family’s values – Chace was raised as a Southern Baptist and they attended church regularly.

Fees to attend the school (as of 2011) can be as much as $16,000. The campus places a strong emphasis on sports with over fifty teams, including baseball, wrestling and football. Not surprisingly, perhaps, the school also has several fine arts courses such as visual arts, drama and choir.

The school was a relatively small establishment and when he was a star on Gossip Girl, Chace would often be asked how his own school days at a private campus compare to the very privileged life that the characters on the hit show enjoy: ‘It’s just different, I learnt about the bubble [though], a really small high school, that whole situation and the gossip, the smaller it gets the worse it is.’

Chace was a strong sportsman at high school and was said to particularly excel at golf with a handicap of six, which earned him a slot on the college team. In fact, he played so much golf that even the aroma of a neatly clipped green brings him out all sporty: ‘When I smell freshly cut grass I get this air of competition,’ he told reporter Lisa Ingrassia. ‘It wakes me up, gets me going. It energises me in a certain way. It’s liberating.’ With this golfing background in mind, he once said, ‘I was a nerd, quite awkward’, yet he was also excellent at the more macho sport of American football, playing as quarterback.

Chace was also a talented artist and after he hit the big time with Gossip Girl he filled his bachelor’s apartment with numerous stunning works of art and would spend hours going around the various art galleries in Chelsea Pier, New York. Back when he was a teenage boy, he worked primarily with watercolours, charcoal and pastels, though as an adult he tends to concentrate on sketching. It was during this time that he also developed quite a skill for photography, buying a 35mm camera and teaching himself the techniques required. He later credited this skill with helping his acting, as he said the techniques needed to compose a good photograph gave him a deeper understanding of the composition that a director has to achieve on set. ‘Everything was so intriguing to me,’ he told Female First, ‘and I really fell in love with [art] you know. Art has now become a part of me, and a part of my life because it’s so interesting.’

However, for the teenage Chace, there were also far more serious events around the corner, as he revealed in an interview with Fabulous magazine: ‘I went to juvenile detention when I was 15. It was all over a little misunderstanding with a pellet gun! I accidentally hit somebody on a golf course so I went to the centre for the weekend. At the time my parents went ballistic, but it’s a joke now.’

Looking back on those (relatively!) innocent days, Chace describes himself as quite a shy teenager prone to over-analysing situations, ‘a bit over-zealous’, as he puts it. Still, the usual teenage rites of passage seem to have been something he enjoyed: when he was 16 his father gave him a black Chevy Tahoe truck in which he would ‘basically drive around and wreck things’. Girls went hand in hand with his wheels. ‘So much happened in it,’ he later cheekily told People magazine, ‘I can’t even tell you how emotional it was to get rid of that truck!’

Chace has also detailed an ‘awkward’ phase in high school when he felt very much less than the local hunk – he had braces on his teeth for a year and then followed that up by having blond tips in his hair. ‘That was my absolute low point,’ he later laughed. Yet he was eventually voted ‘Best Dressed’ in his senior year of high school.

He says he wasn’t bullied at school although there was a tradition that when every pupil reached the age of 16, they had to be beaten up by their ‘mates’ 16 times! ‘You just had to take it. It did hurt – I didn’t get cut, but I got some pretty good welts.’

One of his summer jobs at high school was working at Abercrombie & Fitch – which he hated! ‘They play the same three CDs all day long. They play it so loud you can’t even talk in the store and they blast the place with cologne, you can smell it from a block away. I was a greeter. I had to stand out front and time would drag on. I’d beg them to let me work on the cash register.’ Interestingly, this job led to modelling work for their sibling store, Hollister, which aims their products at younger teens.

Chace’s stunning good looks meant that his popularity with the girls in junior high continued with the girls at high school. One of his first girlfriends was unfortunate enough to receive the worst brush-off that Chace would admit to – when he decided he wanted to split up, he left a note under her windscreen wiper! ‘I felt like I could get everything out that way. I was only 14. I’ll never do that again!’ When he was older, he was talked into a blind date but it was a disaster and he swore never to do this again.

Overall, Chace has great memories of his time at Trinity, as he told the Inquirer: ‘I actually had a great high school experience. My school was small so I got to know everybody.’ Towards the end of his time there, two developments arose that would have a massive impact on Chace’s future TV career. It was while he was in his senior year that Chace had his very first experience of acting. Before this, he’d often quoted famous movie lines around the house but only as a boyish bit of fun with no thoughts about a career. However, while at Trinity his drama teacher asked him if he would audition for a role in a production of The Boyfriend. Chace duly did – choosing to sing the National Anthem – and he won the part. At this stage, however, even winning this sought-after role did not incite in Chace a burning passion for the stage: ‘It was a good little role and something about it was just fun, but it didn’t even really trigger anything in me.’ Qualifying this indifference a little more, he explained that he hadn’t enjoyed the singing part of the musical (by his own admission he is ‘not the best singer in the world’), but the acting side had interested him and it was probably this debut production that started the flicker of interest that would eventually lead him to Gossip Girl.

Also while attending Trinity (from where he graduated in 2003), Chace had begun some low-key modelling work, principally around Dallas – he later said he ‘hated’ this line of work as it didn’t always pay too well and they treated the models ‘like a piece of meat’. Some of these modelling snaps later appeared on the Internet after he had broken big in Gossip Girl and show him without a shirt and wearing a cowboy’s tasselled leather jacket and ten-gallon hat, in a stereotypical ‘beefcake’ pose. His famous eyebrows were already very prominent, a feature later described as ‘the greatest eyebrows this side of Zac Efron’. Chace himself has been less complimentary, saying, ‘They’re like Brillo pads! But I just kinda let ’em go. I don’t like looking that clean.’

It was during his mid-to-late teens that Chace began a relationship that to this day is his longest with any girl, over three years. Somehow – in true Nate Archibald style! – he ‘ended up dating one of her friends!’ After this drama, Chace chose to stay resolutely single for some time to come, no wonder!


CHAPTER 2

Decision Time

AFTER HIS EVENTFUL high school years, it was off to Malibu’s Pepperdine University, an enviable place to study, situated as it is on an 830-acre campus overlooking the Pacific Ocean. As with Trinity, there was an emphasis on religion with the small Jesuit university proudly saying: ‘It is the purpose of Pepperdine University to pursue the very highest academic standards within a context that celebrates and extends the spiritual and ethical ideals of the Christian faith.’

It is widely reported that Chace was a member of the Sigma Nu fraternity at Pepperdine, although their official website has no mention of him under their ‘Famous Members’ section (Harrison Ford was a member though!). Notable other entertainment alumni from Pepperdine include former Miss World, Lisa-Marie Kohrs, R&B star Montell Jordan, and George Schlatter, the Emmy-winning American television producer and director, best known for Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In.

It was at Pepperdine in his fraternity house that Chace had his first ‘supernatural’ experience when he saw a strange, ethereal figure that soon vanished. This left him with the view that ghosts and spirits definitely exist – a belief that in the future would prove to be remarkably appropriate for one of his first cinematic roles.

In another nod to his future role in Gossip Girl, many of the fellow pupils at Pepperdine were from very wealthy families: ‘There were a lot of kids there whose families were very rich. The parents would be on private jets on business trips all the time and, although you could see they loved their kids, they weren’t there.’ Chace’s course at Pepperdine was journalism, but he would switch majors twice because he was unsure of his career ambitions. Famous faces often admit they had no idea of an exact career path at first, but always knew they didn’t want to conform; Chace is no exception: ‘I never felt I would have a desk job,’ he told VMan. ‘I knew I had to fulfil my creative side, my creative needs.’

Consequently Chace kept chopping and changing his degree, with journalism, advertising, business and communication majors all being studied. ‘Everyone else knew what they wanted to do. But not me – I was the lone wolf,’ he once told Teen Vogue. With great honesty, he has since admitted to feeling genuinely ‘confused’ during this phase of his university studies and that he often worried about how his peer group all seemed to know what they wanted to do (he has since realised that this perception was ‘complete bullshit’). One of the few activities that Chace definitely enjoyed – alongside more golf, football and other sports – was acting, which he had started doing at university as a hobby but became increasingly captivated by as the terms went by. Over time he realised that acting was where his passion actually lay; maybe, just maybe it could also be where his career was destined to take him?

With this exciting realisation, Chace became suddenly very focused indeed on his future. He started going to acting lessons most evenings and he was beginning to adore the idea of working in the profession. During this time, a friend suggested he contact a TV commercials agent. Hollywood legend has it that when the completely stunning Chace Crawford took his friend’s advice and walked into the agent’s office, the admirably visionary agent took one look at him and said, ‘Welcome … Yes!’

A handful of adverts followed but Chace was always looking for serious acting opportunities. Perhaps not surprisingly, given his recent modelling work and incredible good looks, it wasn’t long before Chace secured himself an acting agent too. The very first agent who interviewed him snapped him up and put Chace straight on his books. In his initial interview, it’s rumoured that the agent asked him, ‘Can you do improv?’ to which the green-behind-the-ears Chace responded, ‘What’s improv?’

Once signed to the acting agent, Chace began studying theatrical techniques even more intensely and his fierce ambition and hard work soon reaped dividends. He found that the majority of acting class students weren’t really focused and didn’t apply themselves. By contrast, he felt there was no point being there at all unless he committed himself 100 per cent.

After just a year of his broadcast journalism major, his acting career looked like it was starting to take off. ‘I was just only sure of what I didn’t want to do,’ he told Josh Clinton of Prime Time Pulse: ‘I was young, I had a year ahead of everyone else in school … a friend of a friend put me through to [that] commercial agent and they agreed to work with me. That got the ball rolling for me, and [later] it all started to click for me in acting class.’ He’s also modestly said he ‘sort of fell into a little acting during that time’. What is clear is that he was very driven – now he had found a career that he was passionate about, he was going to aim high and work hard. Signing to the agents was a brilliant start: ‘Finding someone who will push you and believe in you, that’s the first big step,’ he later told Wonderland magazine, ‘and I started getting really good feedback right away.’

He still wasn’t convinced though; commuting between college and various short-notice auditions was proving to be practically very difficult and when his father asked him how things were going one day, Chace was totally honest. ‘Listen, I’m half-assing both things, Dad,’ he admitted. To his amazement, his dad told him to take some time out of school and go full-on for the acting life.

Encouraged in this fantastic way, Chace decided to take a semester off, principally to see if a sharper focus on acting might reap results. Rather than chide him for wasting his education, his very supportive parents were totally behind their son: ‘It was a practical move,’ his mother has since said, explaining that Chace had taken a career aptitude test that suggested he was best suited for a job in the performing arts. In later interviews Chace regularly references this aptitude test, so it must have had quite an effect on him.

However, like millions of aspiring actors before him, Chace had no income so he would make ends meet by working as a car valet, grinding out a meagre living parking vehicles at a seaside restaurant in Malibu. He’s admitted to sometimes stealing his customer’s chewing gum from their glove compartments and even declared that he wasn’t even that good at the job anyway! One day the famous and notorious rap music mogul Suge Knight came in and Chace was so nervous that he asked a colleague to move Suge’s car! Years later, when Chace was a hot Hollywood property, Wrigley’s chewing gum heard the story of the illicit chewing-gum raids on customers’ cars and sent him a load of free gum, saying that he didn’t have to steal it from glove boxes any more!

Despite the very modest pay, Chace really enjoyed his time as a valet and later called it ‘one of the best jobs I’ve ever had. I loved it.’ The site was next to the beach and as a petrol-head he thoroughly enjoyed being around swanky cars all day. However, acting was his bug and he knew that valeting cars was only ever a way of putting food on the table. Luckily, Chace’s first ever movie role was just around the corner …

Like all aspiring actors, Chace was not in a position to pick and choose his roles as he would be able to in his post-Gossip Girl years. Although many fans think his first screen time came with the 2006 film, Covenant (more of which later), in fact his debut was some five months earlier, in a made-for-television film called Long Lost Son, originally broadcast in the summer of 2006.

The project was directed by Brian Trenchard-Smith, an English producer, director and actor who had made a name for himself with many films in the horror and action genres in Australia. His most notable successes were films such as The Man from Hong Kong and the award-winning The Quest.

The film was made by Lifetime Television, an American network that focuses on movies, sitcoms and dramas aimed at the female viewer, most often with a woman in the lead role (until 2005, the channel’s tag line was ‘Television for Women’). Comedians have been known to refer to Lifetime as ‘The Estrogen Channel’ or ‘Wifetime’. So it’s perhaps not entirely surprising that it was on just such a channel that the astoundingly handsome Chace Crawford got his first break!

Long Lost Son opens with Kristen, a doting young mother, played by Gabrielle Anwar (perhaps best known for her tango with Al Pacino in Scent of a Woman) lying next to her young son on the floor, painting, chatting and laughing together. Their joy is interrupted by the arrival of her estranged husband; their troubled marriage is heading for a divorce and while living apart the son starts to see his father only once a month at weekends. On one visit, despite asking her ex not to take their son out sailing as a dangerous storm is approaching, he does exactly that, which leads to the apparent disaster that underpins the entire movie.

Father and son head out on their boat the Ocean Dreamer in a foul storm; not long after they set off however, a radio signal reports they are having difficulties and have lost a mast. Soon after that, the ship is reported ‘Lost at Sea’ with no sign of any survivors.

Retreating into a shell of grief and despair, Kristen slowly rebuilds her life and eventually remarries. However, while unwittingly watching a friend’s holiday video 14 years after the disaster, Kristen sees a man in the footage she knows to be her apparently ‘dead’ ex-husband, who is running a diving school for tourists on the island of Santa Alicia, evidently under an alias.

That is shocking enough, but then it becomes apparent that the young man working next to her ex-husband in the video footage is the long lost son of the film’s title. Chace has to wait until nearly twenty minutes into the film to make his appearance in this holiday video footage and even then it is only for a few seconds; appropriately perhaps given his latterday sex symbol status, he does so with his shirt off and wearing only a pair of shorts, preparing the tourist boat for a four-day cruise. As he chats to the hand-held video camera, Kristen realises that he is in fact her son; she rewinds the tape and freezes the picture on her ex-husband. That’s when it dawns on her – they are both still alive. Kristen later discovers that the ‘fatal’ boat accident was in fact faked and that both her husband and 18-year-old son are alive and living on a Caribbean island. The entire ruse was in order for the husband to gain full custody of the son.

She discovers the exact location of the two men and learns from locals that her son is very popular. ‘He’s shaping up to be a real heartbreaker with the holiday girls that come in during the season,’ one local tells her, which all Chace fans would certainly agree with! She eventually tracks down their boat and Chace reappears, this time in even fewer clothes, snorkelling around the harbour.

The handsome young man chats with Kristen and makes her feel very welcome, oblivious to their true relationship. He tells her he is Canadian and to her shock recounts how his mother died in a fire when he was only three years old. He later waxes lyrical about the travels he has been on with his father and proudly tells how his dad makes businesses and sells them on before relocating again.

From a technical point of view, Chace’s dialogue seems very natural and fluid and does not fall victim to the stunted and wooden acting that so many made-for-TV films suffer from. From hereon in, it is he and Gabrielle who are the stars of the movie and the obvious highlights of the film. When Chace’s character tells Kristen about his ‘dead’ mother, there is a genuine sense of dramatic tension that belies the humble made-for-TV backdrop.

Kristen admires her son from a distance – although for different reasons to most of the audience! – and when her ex-husband is caught trying to abscond again, he admits to Chace about who she actually is. Once mother and son are reunited, the realisation of what has happened leads to many troubling questions. Sadly, in gaining a mother, Chace’s character loses his father, as his dad sails off into a storm and is later marooned on a desert island. Meanwhile, Chace’s character and his mum head back to LA to start a new life.

It’s a sign of Chace’s latterday fame that despite the heart-wrenching plot and the emotionally laden storyline, most of the comments online about the movie centre around his looks, perhaps the favourite being, ‘OMG, Chace is a hawtiee!’ Although Chace’s character didn’t have the majority of dialogue, with the focus mostly on Gabrielle, he made sufficient impact to turn heads both for his looks and acting abilities.

Speaking to Christopher Bollen of Interview Magazine, however, Chace was rather awkward when asked about this early foray into acting. ‘At that point I’m obviously taking anything I could get. I’m thinking, Oh god. How do I even, like, craft this into something believable? The woman they cast as my mom was like, 36 and smoking hot. She still is!’ Chace became good friends with Gabrielle Anwar on set and has remained so ever since.

Her beauty and youthful looks caused Chace to worry about the credibility of his character’s authenticity, namely with such a ‘hot’ mother being so young: ‘This is going to look like I’m attracted to her – like when she finds me, I’m not supposed to know she’s my mom, you know?’ There were other equally obvious question marks surrounding the movie: when the ‘reveal’ exposes Chace as the long lost son of the film’s title, the ex-husband and wife get on with surprisingly civility after a philosophical ‘He’s a good kid’ platitude from a mother who has spent 14 years of torture grieving for a boy she has now discovered is alive. After his father heads off into the darkened stormy skies, Chace’s character is next seen chatting merrily with his ‘new’ mother, heading off to LA seemingly without a care in the world, with no apparent sense of confusion, anger or bewilderment. It feels like an emotional loose end.

Critics are usually very snooty about so-called ‘made-for-TV’ films such as this; often the plots are derided, formulaic and very weak and the cast are usually mostly first-timers or those struggling for success. The satirical cartoon series Family Guy once spoofed the channel as ‘Television for Idiots’, including the movie Men are Terrible and Will Hurt You Because This Is Lifetime.

However, the flipside of this rather negative view is that such projects are also a priceless proving ground for many actors and there is a very long list of massive film and TV stars who have started off in this genre. Likewise, the directors behind such projects are often harshly scoffed for similar reasons; yet Brian Trenchard-Smith who headed up Long Lost Son is in fact cited by none other than Quentin Tarantino as one of the Pulp Fiction mastermind’s favourite directors. The quirky sense of humour and large scale of Trenchard-Smith’s work even led to an award-winning documentary about his early career called Not Quite Hollywood. The director also had a knack for discovering new talent, having premiered a 15-year-old Nicole Kidman in 1983’s BMX Bandits. Similarly, when he worked with Chace, it was obvious to the director that here was a new star with great potential: ‘I knew from his first scene, he was going to be hot,’ Trenchard-Smith would later say.

Critics seemed to agree; Gabrielle Anwar was widely praised for her part but so Chace was too. Take this quote from Andrew L Urban on UrbanCineFile.com: ‘It’s Gabrielle Anwar’s performance … that makes the film so engaging [and] her 18-year-old son [is] played effortlessly by the handsome and likeable Chace Crawford.’ Other reviews were less flattering about the film but indirectly hailed Chace, such as this quote from the rather fantastic and funny www.mothermayisleepwithlifetime.blogspot.com: ‘If you insist on watching this movie, fast forward to about the middle, once a hot teenage kid with his shirt off appears.’

It is simply not true that Chace’s screen debut made him an overnight star; in fact, most fans were not even aware of this opening performance until long after he had made it big in Gossip Girl. However, what Long Lost Son did achieve was a solid start for Chace’s acting career – as one of the stand-out actors in the film, he had made his first mark.
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