
GOD'S WAY OF UNITY

GUY JARVIE

Copyright © 2018 HAYES PRESS

All rights reserved.  No part of this book may be used or reproduced by any means, graphic, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage retrieval system without the written permission of the publisher except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations marked RV are from the Revised Version, 1885 (Public Domain).


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

God's Way of Unity

Further Reading: Churches of God: The New Testament Pattern

Also By Guy Jarvie

About the Publisher

Published by HAYES PRESS 

The Barn, Flaxlands, 

Royal Wootton Bassett, 

Swindon, UK, SN4 8DY

www.hayespress.org

t. +44 (0)1793 850598

e. info@hayespress.org

www.facebook.com/hayespress.org

http://twitter.com/hayespress


INTRODUCTION

THIS booklet is intended specially for Christians.  But who are Christians? It is true that many who profess the name "Christian" have never known the experience of the new birth, and have no assurance of eternal life.  True believers are those who have been born of God, and therefore have the Spirit of Christ indwelling them.  "... unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (Jn 3:3).  "... if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His" (Rom.8:9).  To all who are Christ's this booklet is affec­tionately addressed.  The writer hopes that the reader will give careful thought to what is written, it has been written with the conviction that there is a way of true unity — God's way.  This was the longing of our Lord Jesus Christ when He prayed: “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (Jn 17:21).  

THE HOPE OF THE BELIEVER 

As believers on the Lord Jesus Christ we have much in common.  We have, each of us, been saved from wrath to come through the work of our great Redeemer.  We are members of His Body, and therefore dear to Him, our risen Head.  Not only so, but being joined to Him, we are members one of another, and should love each other, because the love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts, through the Holy Spirit which was given to us.  During the coming ages we shall share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then all the differences which exist among believers today will be done away.  The thought of His coming should gladden all our hearts.  We delight to think of that day, when, united with the myriads of fellow-saints who have gone before us, we shall rise to meet Him, whom not having seen we love (1 Thess.4:14-18).  

OUR LOVE FOR GOD'S WORD 

Another point which we should share in common is a love for God's word, so that the Bible is to each of us a constant companion.  Others may deny its truth, but we know it to be the word of God which liveth and abideth.  We do not live by bread only, but by God's word.  

OUR LOVE FOR THE GOSPEL 

We rejoice also in the precious message of the Gospel.  Our hearts warm to the story of redeeming love.  God has imparted to us His own love for the souls of men, and we rejoice that Christ is being preached, and that men in every land are being turned from darkness to light.  We have therefore a very great deal in which we can rejoice together, and much that we can talk about in a Christ-like way.  A helpful promise has been given to us by the Lord Jesus when He said, "If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine ..." (Jn 7:17).  Again through the apostle Paul, "... if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you" (Phil.3:15).  God will not leave us in ignorance of His will, if only we are willing to obey Him.  We have no doubt that it is His will that we should be perfected together in the same mind, and in the same judgement (1 Cor.1:10). As already stated, the divisions which exist among believers today will one day be taken away, but it is His will for us, even now, that we should be one, even as the Father and the Son are one.  

THE UNITY OF BELIEVERS 

The unity of believers (that is, unity in doctrine and practice) is inseparable from the truth of the Church and the Churches of God (1 Thess.2:13,14, etc.), and it is this subject which I wish to bring before you, and to leave with you to consider before the Lord.  It must be obvious to each one that unity in practice can only be attained among believers who are one in doctrine.  We must believe the same things. We can only be united in the Lord through collective obedience to the word of the Lord.  It is not sufficient that we should know Jesus as our Saviour, we must each bow to Him as Lord and Master.   

That is, we must obey His word given to us through His apostles.  We know that at the beginning all the believers were together holding the same doctrines and doing the same things.  What a difference we see today! Now, believers are scattered in many different denominations and are often joined in church fellowship with those who are still unsaved.  Many believers accept these divisions as inevitable and look upon all the different de­nominations as different branches of the Christian Church.  That this is not so, we hope to show clearly in this booklet.  The Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Truth has been given to guide us into all the truth (Jn 16:13).  If we are willing-hearted He will teach us all the will of God, and this will is the same for us all.  This is the way to Unity.  

THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST 

Before we consider the subject of the Church and Churches of God let me write briefly concerning the Church which is the Body of Christ, and concerning baptism.  All true believers are members of Christ, because they are members of the Church which is His Body.  Therefore, we are all one in Christ and this Church comprises every believer from the day of Pentecost until the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ.  A knowledge of this truth will keep us from the error that a believer can fall away and perish.  Please read Matt.16:18, Jn 10:27-29 and 1 Cor.3:13-15.  The epistles to Ephesians and Colossians deal particularly with this truth con­cerning the Church which is the Body of Christ.  

BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT 

"For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body...", wrote Paul to the Church of God in Corinth (1 Cor.12:13 ESV).  This is the fulfilment of the Lord's promise in Acts 1:5. The one Body is the Church which is the Body of Christ.  We should guard against the error of praying for the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but we should seek to manifest the Holy Spirit in our lives, day by day.  Baptism in the Spirit into the Body of Christ takes place the moment a person puts faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  Acts 10:44 and Acts 11:15-17 show clearly that the Gentile believers received the Holy Spirit when they believed.  The apparent exceptions to this in Acts 8:14-17 and Acts 19:1-6 were Samaritans and Jews with whom God was dealing in a special way at the beginning of this dispensation.  

THE FULNESS OF THE SPIRIT 

As believers on the Lord Jesus Christ we should seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph.5:18).  This will be our experience if we yield ourselves to God (Rom.6:13; Rom.12:1), and if we are led by the Spirit of God.  Apart from this, we shall bear little fruit.  We have been bought with a price and we are not our own.  Let us not live unto ourselves, but into Him who for our sakes died and rose again (2 Cor.5:14,15).  

BAPTISM IN WATER 

It is clearly taught in the Scriptures that baptism in water comes before church fellowship (Acts 2:41,42).  It is evident from Acts 10:47 that baptism in water follows baptism in the Holy Spirit.  The baptism of unbelievers or of infants is unknown in the Scriptures.  In Acts 18:8 we read, “... many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized".  This is the divine order.  Only immersion or dipping will satisfy the word of the Lord.  This is evident from Acts 8:38 and Rom.6:4. Baptism in water is a definite command by the Lord to His disciples.  This we learn from Matt.28:19 and Acts 10:48. We are not left to choose our own way.  As disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ we are commanded to be baptized.  In Acts 8:36 we see the quick response in the heart of a disciple to the word of the Lord, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” The Master Himself has left us an example, that we should follow His steps (Matt.3:13-17).  If you have not yet followed the Lord, being buried with Him by baptism (Rom.6:4), I would urge you not to delay in this, the first step of obedience.

THE CHURCH OF GOD

The expression "the church of God" is found eight times in the Scriptures, and on each occasion it refers to a local assembly of believers.  I would especially draw your attention to this, because many believers speak about the church of God when they are referring to the Church which is the Body of Christ.  Others again seem to infer that the church of God comprises all professing Christians or church-goers, among whom, alas! are many who have never been born of God.  I do earnestly ask that you will thoughtfully and prayerfully consider such Scriptural expressions as “the Church which is the Body of Christ”, “the church of God”, and “the churches of God”.  Real progress in doing the will of God, and in collective testimony for Him, is impossible unless we have a clear understanding of the meaning of these expressions, and to whom they apply.  

[image: image]It will be helpful for us to examine the occurrences of the expression “the church of God”.  In Acts 20:28, Paul is speaking to the overseers or elders of the church in Ephesus, and he says that the Holy Spirit had made them overseers to feed the church of God.  They were not called upon to feed a part of the church of God, as though it was a world-wide thing, but to feed the church of God which was at Ephesus.  The church of God at Ephesus was the company of baptized disciples in that city, called together of God.  In 1 Cor.1:2, and 2 Cor.1:1, Paul is addressing the assembly of saints in Corinth, whom he terms the church of God at Corinth.  

In 1 Cor.10:32, he exhorts the saints in Corinth to give no offence, either to Jews or Gentiles or to the church of God.  Here the expression is defined by those whom he addresses in 1 Cor.1:2.  The expression “the church of God” in 1 Cor.11:22 in connection with the Breaking of the Bread shows that this is to be kept by the Lord's disciples who are together in churches of God.  It was when they (the church) were assembled together that this ordinance was to be kept.  Alas! the condition of many of the believers in Corinth called for reproof.  They were in a right position, but in a wrong condition.  

We should note in passing that there is no such thing in Scripture as occasional fellowship in a church of God, nor of any “breaking bread” who had not first been baptized and added, having, of course, first of all been born of God.  Please note how carefully this is stated by the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:41-42.  They received the word of the Lord through Peter (i.e. they were born again).  They were baptized.  They were added to those already together.  Verse 47 shows that the Lord added them.  They continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching.  They continued also in (the) Fellowship.  They continued in the breaking of the bread.  They continued in the prayers (i.e.  the collective prayers of the church).  Will you thoughtfully consider this? 

In 1 Cor.15:9 Paul says, "I persecuted the church of God", reminding us of his life prior to his conversion, as seen in Acts 8:3 when he made havoc of the church in Jerusalem.  He refers to the same time in Gal.1:13 when he writes, "I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it".  In 1 Tim.3:5 he speaks of the bishop or overseer taking care of the church of God.  Here
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