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	🎯 LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	This introduction explains how to use the book effectively, outlines the three-tier difficulty system, and sets the stage for ten chapters of world-class tournament football trivia.

	The world stops every four years. Offices empty, families gather, and billions of people set aside every difference to watch twenty-two players compete over ninety minutes for the most coveted prize in sport. No other event commands this scale of attention or this depth of shared human experience. The tournament that began in a small South American nation in 1930 has grown into the most-watched sporting event in history, drawing over three billion viewers to each edition and producing moments that live in the cultural memory of entire generations.

	World Cup Trivia Challenge 2026 is your invitation to prove how well you know all of it. Inside these pages you will find over five hundred carefully crafted questions covering every aspect of the tournament’s rich and extraordinary history. From the very first competition in Uruguay through the desert drama of Qatar 2022 and right up to the landmark three-nation edition across the United States, Canada, and Mexico in 2026, no era has been left unexplored. Questions range from warm-ups that younger fans will recognise to genuine brain-busters that will challenge even the most devoted supporter.

	The book is divided into ten chapters; each built around a specific theme. Chapter One takes you back to the earliest decades, from Uruguay 1930 through the great post-war era up to 1990. Chapter Two covers the modern era from USA 1994 to Qatar 2022. Chapter Three examines host nations. Chapters Four through Eight focus on goalscorers, iconic matches, statistical records, great team dynasties, and individual legends. Chapter Nine looks forward to 2026. Chapter Ten delivers a mixed bag of brain-teasers covering managers, kits, mascots, referees, and everything else that makes this competition so wonderfully rich.

	💡 STUDY TIP

	Each chapter opens with a Learning Objective and closes with a Checkpoint and Practice section. Read the subchapters before attempting the questions: your score and your long-term retention will both be dramatically higher when you learn first and test second.

	Questions are labelled: Easy (★), Medium (★★), Hard (★★★). Answers with brief explanations appear at the end of every chapter. Work through the book cover to cover, or dip into individual chapters. Use it alone or run a quiz night. Welcome to the World Cup Trivia Challenge 2026. The whistle is about to blow.
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CHAPTER ONE

	THE BEAUTIFUL GAME BEGINS TOURNAMENT HISTORY 1930–1990
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	🎯 LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	By the end of this chapter, you will name every winner from 1930 to 1990, identify the key players from each era, and understand how the competition grew from thirteen teams into a global sporting phenomenon.

	1.1 The Birth of an Era — Uruguay 1930

	When FIFA president Jules Rimet proposed a global football championship in the late 1920s, only thirteen nations ultimately made the journey to Uruguay in July 1930. The very first match was played on 13 July between France and Mexico at the Estadio Potitos in Montevideo; France won 4–1 and Lucien Laurent became immortal as scorer of the competition’s first-ever goal in the nineteenth minute. Uruguay, the reigning Olympic football champions, moved through the tournament unbeaten, defeating Argentina 4–2 in the final before a crowd that had queued through the night. Captain José Nasazzi lifted the trophy and a tradition was born.

	The tournament’s top scorer was Argentina’s Guillermo Stábile, who arrived as an uncapped player and left with eight goals including two in the final. Uruguay had constructed the magnificent Estadio Centenario specifically for the occasion, naming it to honour their centenary of independence. Declared a FIFA Historical Landmark, it remains a monument to the founding spirit of the world’s most beloved sporting event.

	📖  KEY TERM

	Estadio Centenario — Uruguay’s purpose-built 1930 tournament venue in Montevideo, named for the nation’s hundredth year of independence. Officially a FIFA Historical Landmark; it hosted the inaugural final on 30 July 1930.

	1.2 Fascism, Football, and War — Italy 1934 and France 1938

	The 1934 tournament in Italy arrived with heavy political weight. Manager Vittorio Pozzo built a formidable side that defeated Czechoslovakia 2–1 after extra time in the final. The defending champions Uruguay boycotted in protest at European nations’ refusal to travel in 1930. Italy successfully defended their title in France 1938, defeating Hungary 4–2 in Paris — making them the first and still only back-to-back champions. The 1938 tournament was the last for twelve years; the Second World War brought international football to a complete standstill.

	💡  STUDY TIP

	Italy’s consecutive 1934 and 1938 victories are the only back-to-back titles in tournament history. This is among the most tested single facts in trivia and worth committing permanently to memory.

	 


1.3 The Maracanaço and Swiss Gold — 1950 and 1954

	Brazil 1950 produced sport’s greatest upset. Brazil needed only a draw against Uruguay at the Maracanã before nearly 200,000 spectators to claim the title. Uruguay came back to win 2–1, with Alcides Ghiggia scoring in the seventy-ninth minute past goalkeeper Moacir Barbosa. The silence that fell was described by witnesses as physically oppressive. Giglia later said: “Only three people have silenced the Maracanã: the Pope, Frank Sinatra, and me.” The 1954 final in Bern delivered the Miracle of Bern: West Germany came back from 2–0 against unbeaten Hungary — who had earlier beaten them 8–3 in the group stage — to win 3–2 through Helmut Rahn’s two goals.

	⚠  EXAM WARNING

	The Maracanazo (1950, Uruguay beat Brazil) and the Mineirão (2014, Germany beat Brazil 7–1) are two different famous Brazilian defeats, separated by 64 years. Keep them clearly distinct in all your answers

	1.4 The Pelé Revolution — Sweden 1958 and Chile 1962

	In Sweden 1958, seventeen-year-old Pelé changed football forever. He scored six goals in four appearances including a hat-trick in the semifinal and two goals in the 5–2 final victory over Sweden. He wept on the pitch at the final whistle in one of the most enduring images in the sport’s history. Brazil retained their title in Chile 1962 despite Pelé’s early injury; Garrincha stepped in magnificently, scoring twice in the 3–1 final win over Czechoslovakia and winning the Golden Ball as best player. Brazil became the first side since Italy to defend the trophy.

	📖 KEY TERM

	Golden Ball — the award for the best individual player at each tournament. Garrincha (Brazil) won the first widely recognised version in 1962. Awarded by FIFA

	1.5 England’s Glory and the Road to 1990
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