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A Wonderful World of Names!

France!

Try Florent (“blossoming”), Cherise (“dear one”), or Alaire (“joyous”), ooh la la!

Kenya!

On a safari hunt for the ideal baby name? Maybe Kamau (“quiet warrior”) or Jata (“star”).

Brazil!

It’s Carnival time in Rio! Celebrate your precious baby’s uniqueness with a name like Fernando (“adventurer”) or Odete (“patriot”).

India!

Add a touch of Bombay spice with Ananda (“bliss”) or Sarojin (“lotus-like”).

Plus England, Ireland, Russia, South Africa, Mexico, Germany, Finland, Greece, Estonia . . . and dozens more!

THE BEST BABY NAMES IN THE WORLD





Foreword

What’s in a name? Perhaps fortune? Fate? Personality? Identity? The importance of a name should not be underestimated and, indeed, demands careful consideration. Hence, choosing a suitable name for a child is never a simple task—and the decision is made more complicated in our multinational world, where borders are forever changing and advances in travel and communications are transforming the earth into a global village. When naming children, parents today often want to reach beyond the confines of the traditional names common to their communities. Add to this the complexity of multicultural marriages, in which the interests of varying heritages must be reconciled. The case of naming my half-Russian, half Italian-American son—born in the Czech Republic, but now living in another part of Eastern Europe—offered numerous creative possibilities, as well as headaches.

My wife and I were first tempted by the idea of tossing some novelty into our son’s life, perhaps naming him in honor of one of our Czech friends. However, family interests on both sides of the Atlantic—our relatives were entirely unfamiliar with Czech pronunciations—led us to abandon the idea with great regret. Instead, we decided to search for an international name, one easily recognizable in both Russian and English. Sitting in our apartment in Prague, with no book of names to be found, we stayed up late into the night compiling our own lists of familiar and favorite male names in both languages. She proposed “Nikita,” a popular boy’s name in Russia, but unfortunately one undone in an American context. Popular song and film have feminized the name, and we made special efforts to avoid cursing our child with a name that might encourage name-calling by his peers. Not many American boys aspire to be a femme fatale, as in the case of Nikita of celluloid fame.

Likewise, my first choice, “Luke,” met with my wife’s immediate disapproval and laughter. In Russian, Luke sounds like the word luc meaning “onion.” My son, the little onion-head. Imagine the joy on his face. Hardly a way to earn your child’s eternal love. My family in America pitched in, combing through countless baby name books for suggestions. But none of the books proved able to solve our cross-cultural dilemma. Finally, less than one week before my son’s birth, with no alternative, I thought enough to glance through the Bible, only to behold the Book of Daniel and the glowing description of a young prophet. At last, here was a powerful name to crown the family heir, one easily said and familiar in both languages.

How much easier the process would have been with the help of this unique reference book, with its extensive possibilities, variety, and cultural and anecdotal information. It is the closest thing to Divine Inspiration and an absolute must for every household—both those expecting and those already blessed with children.

—John Varoli,

an American writer for The New York Times

living in Saint Petersburg, Russia.





Introduction

Choosing a name for your baby is one of the most important decisions you will make for your child. The name you choose will follow your child for at least eighteen years, if not forever. You want the name to encapsulate all of the hopes you have, the dreams you harbor, and the qualities you hope your child will embody. This is especially important when you remember the fact that, for a while, your child will be that name, as personalities take awhile to develop. Family, friends, and even strangers will assume certain things, think of people they know with the same, or similar, name, every time they call your child.

Keeping this in mind, as you peruse through the thousands of names printed in this book, remember that the name you choose is the child’s introduction to the world. Read the entries carefully and consider each name’s meaning, how it sounds with your last name, and the possible nicknames that can evolve, among the other concerns you may have.

The names chosen for inclusion in this volume are a wonderful cross-section of names from around the world. Know that in many cultures a person’s name is magical and has much significance. Your choice will add to the meaning and possibly even surpass whatever conventional wisdom dictates a name’s meaning is. Try your best to choose a name that you won’t get tired of or that will make you wonder, “Why in the world did we choose THAT name?” years from now.

Study this book carefully with your partner. Mark the pages with names you find interesting, and utilize the worksheets provided to see what the names look like in your writing, with your last name. The object of this book is to present you with the most thorough sampling of well known and not so well known baby names from around the world, including alternate spellings and some fun facts about the names and the people who have shared them throughout history.

Along with each name’s meaning and associations, here are a few things to consider while determining the perfect name for your baby.

Harmony

The names you choose should blend well with your family name. Try saying the entire name out loud, writing it down, even typing it to see what it sounds and looks like. There may be names that you have always loved and have said “I’d love to name my child that.” But when you actually put the name together with your surname and perhaps even a middle name, you may find that you really don’t like it all that much. Only by working out the name in all mediums (speaking, writing, etc.) will you really be able to tell if the name flows as well as you would hope.

Name Associations

Often when you hear a particular name, you get an instant image in your head because you associate that name with a famous person, character, television show, movie, song, or time in history. Some names carry a stronger association than others, and you don’t want your child having a name with a derogatory association. “Jeremiah” is a strong and beautiful name, but upon hearing it will friends and family lightheartedly sing, “Jeremiah was a bullfrog?” Would it bother you if they did?

It would be unrealistic to name your daughter after your Cousin Lucy and not expect to hear references to Lucille Ball or Lucy from the Peanuts comic strip. Name perceptions and associations are not necessarily a bad thing, but they should be among the issues you consider when choosing your child’s name.

Tradition

Perhaps you’d like to keep a family name going strong. Are all the first-born male children in your family named “James,” and while you like the tradition you want to give the child a more unique middle name, and maybe even call him by that middle name? There are ways to keep tradition going strong, while also asserting your and your child’s uniqueness. Be sensitive to your needs and the assumptions your family may have in this regard. Above all, make sure that you and your partner are in agreement and present a united front.


The Family Name Exercise

Take the time to delve into your genealogy for naming ideas. Ask yourself the following questions:

 

1. Is there a particular relative who has passed away who should be remembered?

2. What is the maiden name of your mother? Grandmother? Great grandmother? Surnames are good first name options—original and meaningful, they are becoming increasing popular.

3. Is there a vintage name on your family tree that could be shortened to a pleasing variant? Great Grandma Kitty would be delighted to learn that you were naming your daughter “Kit.” And Great Aunt Matilda would be equally thrilled if your daughter was named “Tillie.” 



There are many issues, personal and societal, that you and your partner are surely considering. In today’s society of many multicultural homes and parents looking for a unique name that reflects their family’s heritage(s), this book is an ideal guide for the baby-naming endeavor. Let this book be a helpful guide to you as you pick and choose along the way to an ultimate decision. Enjoy this time. And be open to the possibility that the name that seems perfect now may not be perfect once you meet your new addition.


International Brain Names

Names that have “intellectual wisdom” in their meanings.







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Alibe (German)
	Alda (German)



	Akil (Arabic)
	Aldene (Italian)



	Albert (German)
	Alka (Polish)



	Alvin (English)
	Channing (English)



	Bodhi (Hindi)
	Fukayna (Egyptian)



	Quinn (Celtic)
	Gudruna (Swedish)



	Sagan (Slavic)
	Ramona (Spanish)



	Thaddeus (Hebrew)
	Shannon (Irish)




International Strength Names

Names that mean “strong” or “brave.”







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Altan (Hebrew)
	Adira (Hebrew)



	Urho (Finnish)
	Artura (Spanish)



	Andreas (Swedish)
	Bridget (Irish)



	Arseni (Russian)
	Carla (German)



	Emory (English)
	Valentina (Russian)



	André (French)
	Naja (African)



	Ken (Japanese)
	Tarsha (Native American)




International Nobility Names 

Names that mean “noble” or “leader.”







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Caesar (French)
	Alice (German)



	Eugene (Greek)
	Erica (Norse)



	Melvin (Celtic)
	Dereka (English)



	Coyle (Irish)
	Latrice (African)



	Thanos (Greek)
	Aubrey (French)



	Hiram (Hebrew)
	Milla (Finnish)



	Sherif (Arabic)
	Freya (Norse)



	Richard (German)
	Alfonsa (Spanish)










PART I

The Best Baby Names in the World





Out of Africa
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In Africa, as in Western cultures, choosing the name of a baby is highly important. It is, perhaps, even more important because many Africans believe that the actual choice of name can influence the life of both the child and the family. An overambitious name could have significant repercussions, whereas a simple name will not carry such high expectations. Names reflecting the day of birth and the environment or circumstances surrounding the birth are common.

In many regions of Africa, naming ceremonies are extensive and elaborate, with special prayers recited by an appointed religious teacher. Usually, animals are sacrificed during these proceedings. Africans mostly choose names that denote the time (“Abena”—born on Thursday), something that represents the times (“Iniko”—born during troubled times), a physical characteristic (“Hassain”—handsome), or the child’s position within the family (“Delu”—the only girl).

Africa is home to hundreds of languages and more than a thousand ethnic groups. African linguistic families are believed to have a history dating back more than 5,000 years. The most widely spoken African languages include Zulu, Yoruba, Swahili, Shona, and Kongo.

In the regions of northern and eastern Africa, Arabic is widely spoken, and the presence of Islam directly influences the choice of names in those countries. The people of Sudan, Somalia, and the Nigerian Hausa are examples of groups with strong Islamic ties. Accordingly, most names bestowed upon children are Muslim or Africanized Muslim names. In central and southern Africa, however, as a result of European colonization, many nations are partially Christian and have French, Dutch, English, or Portuguese as an official language; therefore, those names are of European origin.


Names in Swahili tend to relate to certain natural attributes parents hope the child will possess, or suggest certain conditions under which a child was born. For example, the name “Mhina” means “delightful,” “Mosi” means “firstborn,” “Rashida” means “righteous.”



GHANA


A Ghanaian child is given two names: the Akeradini, the name of the deity associated with the day on which the child is born, and the Agyadini, the name chosen from a member of the father’s family. The Agyadini is not given until the naming ceremony on the seventh day after the child’s birth. These names are Agyadini names.

Most Popular (Agyadini) Names in Ghana







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Emmanuel
	Eunice



	Samuel
	Rebecca



	Eric
	Georgina



	Prince
	Alberta



	Michael
	Emma



	Isaac
	Esther



	Richard
	Evelyn



	Francis
	Joana



	Ebenezer
	Comfort



	Daniel
	Abigail






Present-day Ghana is named after a West African empire that prospered along the Niger River from A.D. 400 to 1240. The country was part of Britain’s Gold Coast colony for 113 years, and consequently children’s names in Ghana reflect both African and English origins. While English is the official language, the indigenous tongues of Akan, Moshi-Dagomba, Ewe, and Ga hold sway in many parts of the country. Famous people from Ghana include Jerry Rawlings, Kwame Nkrumah, and United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan.

Pronunciation: Consonants and vowels are pronounced as they appear in English unless otherwise specified.

BOY NAMES

Adika (ah-DEE-ka). Meaning “the first child of a second marriage.”

Adofo (ah-DO-fo). Meaning “a courageous warrior.”

Afram (ah-FRAM). Meaning “a river in Ghana.”

Ata (AH-ta). This name, meaning “twin,” can be given to multiple children.

Atsu (AH-tsoo). Meaning “the younger of twins.” Atsu is often shortened to Tse.

Atu (AH-too). Meaning “born on Saturday.” Also see Kwame.

Badu (BAH-doo). A parent’s perfect child can be given this name meaning “the tenth.”

Bodua (boh-DOO-ah). Meaning “the tail of an animal.”

Coffie (KO-fee). Meaning “born on Friday,” this name is popularly shortened to Fifi. See also Kofi.

Coujoe (KOO-joe). Meaning “born on Monday,” this name is often shortened to Jojo. Variations include Kodwo, Kojo.

Ebo (A-bo). Means “born on Tuesday.”

Fenuku (fen-OO-koo). A name which means “born after twins.”

Fifi (FEE-fee). Meaning “born on Friday,” short for Coffie.

Gyasi (GYAH-see). Meaning “a wonderful baby.”

Jojo (JO-jo). Meaning “born on Monday,” this name is short for Coujoe, Kodwo, or Kojo.

Kesse (KEH-seh). Meaning “plump baby.” Also Kessie.

Kizza (KEE-zuh). Meaning “born after twins.” Variations include Kizzy and Twia.

Kodwo (KO-dwo). Meaning “born on Monday.” See also Coujoe, Kojo, and Jojo.

Kofi (KO-fee). Meaning “born on Friday.” See also Coffie and Fifi. U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan hails from Ghana, and he has worked in the United States most of his life.

Kojo (KO-jo). Meaning “born on Monday.” See also Coujoe, Jojo, and Kodwo. Kojo Botsio was a government minister in Ghana’s Nkrumah administration.

Kontar (KON-tahr). Parents who want to have only one child may like this name, meaning “the only child.”

Kpodo (k-PO-do). Meaning “the elder of twins.” See also Oko.

Kwakou (KWA-koo). Meaning “born on Wednesday.” See also Yooku. Kwakou is a name common to several Ashanti kings.

Kwame (KWA-may). Meaning “born on Saturday.” See also Atu. Author Kwame Anthony Appiah is a professor of African-American Studies at Harvard University and wrote In My Father’s House.

Kwesi (KWAY-zee). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Sisi, Quaashie. Dr. Kwesi Dickson is the president of the Methodist Church of Ghana. A variation is Kwasi.

Lado (LAH-do). “The second-born son.” See also Manu.

Manu (MAH-noo). Meaning “the second-born.” See also Lado. One famous Manu is pop musician Manu Dibango from Cameroon.

Mawuli (ma-WOO-lee). Meaning “there is a God.”

Mensah (MEHN-sah). Meaning “the third son.”

Minkah (MEEN-kah). A family where one parent is a judge may like this name, meaning “just” or “fair.”

Nkrumah (n-KROO-mah). Meaning “the ninth-born.” Kwame Nkrumah was the founding president of Ghana.

Nsoah (n-SO-ah). Meaning “the seventh-born.”

Nyamekye (nya-MEH-kyeh). Meaning “God’s gift.”

Oko (O-ko). Meaning “the elder of twins.” See also Kpodo.

Osei (o-SAH-ee). Meaning “noble.” Bafour Osei Akoto was chairman of the Asante Council. A variation includes Osee.

Quaashie (KWAH-shee). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Kwesi, Sisi.

Sisi (SEE-see). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Kwesi, Quaashie.

Sono (SO-no). Meaning “elephant.”

Tse (TSAY). Meaning “the younger of twins.” A short form of Atsu.

Twia (TWEE-ah). Meaning “born after twins.” See also Kizza.

Yafeu (yah-FAY-oo). Meaning “intrepid.”

Yao (YAH-o). Meaning “born on Thursday.” See also Yawo, Yorkoo.

Yawo (YAH-wo). Meaning “born on Thursday.” See also Yao, Yorkoo.

Yoofi (YOO-fee). Meaning “born on Friday.” See also Coffie, Fifi, and Kofi.

Yooku (YOO-koo). Meaning “born on Wednesday.” A variation is Kwakou.

Yorkoo (YOR-koo). Meaning “born on Thursday.” Variations include Yao and Yawo.

GIRL NAMES

Aba (AH-bah). Meaning “born on Thursday.”

Ababuo (ah-BAH-boo). Meaning “the child that keeps coming back.”

Abam (a-BAHM). Meaning “the second child after twins.” Variations include Dofi and Nyankomago.

Abena (a-BAY-nah). Meaning “born on Tuesday.” See also Adowa.

Adowa (ah-DO-wah). Meaning “born on Tuesday.” See also Abena.

Afafa (ah-FAH-fah). Meaning “the first child of second husband.”

Afryea (ahf-RAY-ah). Meaning “born into happiness.”

Afua (ah-FOO-ah). Meaning “born on Friday.” See also Efua. Afua Sapon was queen mother of the Asante kingdom in the early 1880s.

Akosua (ah-ko-SOO-ah). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Esi.

Akua (ah-KOO-ah). Meaning “born on Wednesday.”

Akwete (ah-KWAY-tay). Meaning “the elder of twins.” See also Panyin and Ye.

Akwokwo (ah-KWO-kwo). Meaning “the younger of twins.” See also Kakra.

Ama (AH-mah). Meaning “born on Saturday.” Ama Ata Aidoo is the author of the play Anowa.

Antobam (ahn-TO-bahm). A child with this name will grow up to be a natural leader who is organized, friendly, pleasant, and sociable.

Baba (BAH-bah). Meaning “born on Thursday.”

Boahinmaa (bo-ah-heen-MAH). Literally means “one who has left her community.”

Do (DO). Meaning “the first child after twins.” See also Tawiah.

Dofi (DO-fee). Meaning “the second child after twins.” See also Abam and Nyankomago.

Efua (eh-FOO-ah). Meaning “born on Friday.” Efua Sutherland is a Ghanaian playwright, author of Foriwa. Variations include Efia and Afua.

Enyonyam (eh-nyo-YAHM). Meaning “it is good for me.” 

Esi (EH-see). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Akosua and Kenya: Jumapili.

Kakra (KAH-krah). Meaning “the younger of twins.” See also Akwokwo.

Kunto (KOON-to). A name that means “the third child.”

Mawusi (mah-WOO-see). Literally means “in the hands of God.”

Morowa (mor-O-wah). A name that signifies “queen.” See also Thema.

Nanyamka (nahn-YAHM-kah). Meaning “God’s gift.”

Nyankomago (nyahn-ko-MAH-go). Meaning “second child after twins.” See also Abam and Dofi.

Ozigbodi (o-zeeg-BO-dee). Meaning “patience.”

Panyin (PAHN-yihn). Meaning “the elder of twins.” See also Akwete and Ye.

Serwa (SIR-wah). Meaning “noble one.”

Tawiah (tah-WEE-ah). Meaning “the first child after twins.” See also Do.

Thema (TAY-mah). Meaning “queen.” See also Morowa.

Ye (YAY). A name signifying “the elder of twins.” See also Akwete and Panyin.

KENYA


Most Popular Names in Kenya

Many Kenyans have an English or Christian name.







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	John
	Julie



	Dennis
	Tara



	Albert
	Doris



	Daniel
	Nancy



	Michael
	Shantal



	Nabil
	Barbara



	Andrew
	Anne



	Peter
	Winnie



	Eric
	Blessing






According to the most recent census figures, there are forty-two tribes living in Kenya, as well as various non-African ethnic groups. Affairs of government and education are generally conducted in English—the official language—while the national language of Swahili is used for all other matters. In addition to these two languages, most of the people of Kenya also speak what they call their “mother tongue”—the language they grew up speaking.

Although an increasing number of city-dwellers use English, most rural people continue to speak their tribal languages. More than thirty distinct languages or dialects exist in Kenya. One of Kenya’s most renowned writers is Ngugi Wa Thiong’o, who abandoned using English as the primary language of his work in favor of Gikuyu, his native tongue.

Pronunciation: Consonants and vowels are pronounced as they appear in English unless otherwise specified.

BOY NAMES

Barasa (bah-RAH-sah). A name that means “the meeting site.”

Chilemba (chee-LEHM-bah). Meaning “turban.”

Chiumbo (chee-OOM-bo). Meaning “a little creation.”

Gacoki (GAH-sho-key). Meaning “one who returns.”

Gakere (gah-KEH-ree). Meaning “a small muscle.” Variations include Gakeri.

Gakuru (GAH-koh-row). Meaning “elderly one.”

Gatete (GAH-teh-the). Meaning “a milk gourd.”

Gathee (GAH-the-eh). Meaning “elderly one.”

Gathii (GAH-thee-ee). Meaning “a wanderer.”

Gatimu (GAH-tee-mo). Meaning “a spear.”

Gethii (GEH-thee-ee). Meaning “wanderer.”

Kagai (KAH-gah-ee). Meaning “the divider.”

Kagunda (KAH-gohn-dah). Meaning “of the land.”

Kamau (kah-MAH-oo). Meaning “a quiet warrior.” Daniel Kamau is a member of parliament from the Rift Valley.

Keanjaho (kay-ahn-JAH-o). Meaning “a mountain of beans.”

Lisimba (lee-SIHM-bah). Meaning “a lion.”

Makalani (mah-kah-LAH-nee). Publishing parents may choose this name signifying “a writer.”

Mpenda (m-PEHN-dah). For romantic parents here is a name that means “a lover.”

Okoth (O-kot). Meaning “born when it is raining.” See also Okot. Yona Okoth is the Anglican bishop of Bukedi in Uganda.

Otieno (o-tee-EH-no). Meaning “born at night.” Dalmas Otieno is Minister of Transportation and Communication in the government under President Daniel arap Moi.

Thabiti (ta-BEE-tee). Signifying “a true man.”

Tumaini (too-mah-EE-nee). A name that means “hope.”

GIRL NAMES

Aluna (ah-LOO-nah). Literally means “come here.”

Gakeri (gah-KEH-ree). Meaning “a small muscle.” Wanguwa Gakeri is a popular Kenyan actor.

Jata (JAH-tah). Meaning “star.”

Jumapili (joo-mah-PEE-lee). Meaning “Sunday.” A name given to girl born on Sunday.

Kainda (kah-EEN-dah). Meaning “the hunter’s daughter.”

Kanika (kah-NEE-kah). A child with this name will be naturally seen as the advice giver. She will possess an easy going spirit that makes her approachable and sympathetic.

Kaweria (kah-weh-REE-ah). Signifying “the loving one.”

Makena (mah-KAY-nah). A name that means “the happy one.”

Moraa (MOH-rah). Meaning “fun loving.”

Mugure (MOH-goh-reh). Meaning “already purchased.”

Mukami (MOH-kah-mee). Meaning “a milk maid.”

Mukondi (moh-KOH-dee). Meaning “a dance.”

Mumbi (MOH-bee). Meaning “creator, mother of the people.”

Murigo (MOH-ree-goh). Meaning “this is a load.”

Murugi (MOH-roo-gee). Meaning “she cooks.”

Nafula (nah-FOO-lah). Meaning “rainy season,” it’s a name given to a baby born during the rainy season.

Ngina (n-GEE-nah). Meaning “one who serves.”

Njeri (n-JEH-ree). Meaning “daughter of a warrior.”

Nyakio (NYAH-kay-oh). Meaning “hard working.”

Nyambura (NYAH-boo-rah). Meaning “born of the rain.”

Nyanjera (NYAHN-jeh-rah). Meaning “born on the way.”

Nyather (NYAH-the-rah). Meaning “she survived.”

Wambui (wam-BOO-ee). Meaning “the singer of songs.” Wambui Otieno is a women’s activist and opposition politician in Kenya.

NIGERIA


Most Popular Names in Nigeria







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Emmanuel
	Blessing



	Chris
	Iara



	Femi
	Nkechi



	Victor
	Remi



	Kayode
	Linda



	Steve
	Lorrita



	Paul
	Abigail



	Lfeanyi
	Mary



	Kingsley
	Jenny



	Samuel
	Nduka




 

Some Nigerian names which have been stripped down by their owners in an effort to blend into Western society:

 

Babatunde————Barry

Adebayo—————Baylor

Chukwuemeka————Micky

Tamunoami———Amy

Adenike———Nikki

Nwankwu———Wanny

Kayode———Karl

Garba—————Gary

Oladele———Dale

Oladapo——Daps

Rotimi———Tim



With more than 100 million inhabitants, Nigeria is Africa’s most populous nation. Early cultures in Nigeria, including the civilizations of the Ibo, Benin, Hausa, and Yoruba date back to at least 700 B.C., with great cities at Ife, in the Yoruba area, and in the country’s northern region. Its size and location make Nigeria one of the continent’s most diverse countries in terms of ethnic, religious, and cultural composition. At times this diversity has produced serious difficulties among the various factions. It is a nation that has spawned many great artists, including Nobel laureate Wole Soyinka, musician Fela Kuti, and playwright Ken Saro Wiwa Ogoni. In Nigeria, a child’s naming ceremony occurs eight days after birth. Several names are bestowed at this ceremony. The name chosen to be the child’s primary name is the one that expresses the parents’ aspirations for the child’s future or one that refers to the circumstances surrounding the child’s birth. This primary name does not have to be first in the child’s sequence of names.

Pronunciation: Consonants and vowels are pronounced as they appear in English unless otherwise specified.

BOY NAMES

Abayomi (ah-bah-YO-mee). A name meaning “born to bring me joy.”

Abiade (ah-bee-AH-day). Meaning “born of royal parents.”

Abiola (ah-bee-O-lah). Meaning “born in honor.” 

Ade (AH-day). Meaning “royal” or “king.” One notable Ade is Sunny Ade, a popular Nigerian singer.

Agu (AH-goo). Meaning “leopard.”

Ajala (ah-JAH-lah). A name that means “potter.”

Akins (AH-kins). “Brave.” Similar to the Japanese Akira, meaning “bright.”

Ayinde (ah-YIHN-day). Literally translated as “we praised him and he came.” Sikiru Ayinde Barrister is a Nigerian singer.

Ayo (AH-yo). Meaning “happiness.”

Azi (AH-zee). Meaning “youth.”

Azikiwe (ah-ZEE-kee-way). Meaning “full of vigor.” Nnamdi Azikiwe, nationalist leader and president of Nigeria from 1963 to 1966.

Balogun (bahl-o-GOON). Translated as “a general.” Balogun Kuku, early Yoruba convert to Islam and leader of Ijebu.

Bandele (bahn-DEH-leh). A name that signifies “born away from home.”

Banjoko (bahn-JO-ko). Meaning “stay with me and wander no more.”

Bankole (bahn-KO-lay). Meaning “help build our house.”

Bem (BEHM). A name suggesting “peace.”

Boseda (bo-SAY-dah). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Danladi.

Chijioke (chee-jee-O-kay). Translated literally, this name means “God gives talent.”

Chike (CHEE-kay). Meaning “the power of God.” Chike Obi is a journalist known as “the Thomas Paine of Nigeria.” He was arrested for sedition in 1961.

Chinelo (chih-NEH-lo). Meaning “thoughts of God.”

Chinua (CHIH-noo-ah). Meaning “blessings from God.” Chinua Achebe is a novelist best known for Things Fall Apart.

Chioke (chee-O-kay). A name that signifies “God’s blessing.”

Dada (DAH-dah). Meaning “curly haired.” A variation is Dadi.

Danladi (dahn-LAH-dee). Meaning “born on Sunday.” See also Boseda.

Dibia (dih-BEE-ah). A name that means “healer.”

Diji (DEE-jee). Meaning “a farmer.”

Dunsimi (doon-SEE-mee). Translated literally, this name means “don’t die before me.”

Durojaiye (doo-ro-jah-EE-yay). Meaning “slow down and enjoy the world.”

Ehioze (eh-hee-O-zay). Meaning “above the envy of others.”

Ekon (AY-kon). Meaning “strong.”

Ekundayo (ay-koon-DAH-yo). Meaning “sorrow becomes joy.”

Enobakhare (ay-no-bah-KAH-ray). Meaning “the king’s word.”

Ewansiha (eh-wahn-SEE-ah). Meaning “secrets cannot be bought.”

Eze (EH-zeh). Meaning “king.” See also Tor.

Ezeamaka (eh-zeh-ah-MAH-kah). This name suggests “as magnificent as the king.”

Ezenachi (eh-zeh-NAH-chee). Parents in a monarchy may enjoy this name, which means “the king rules.”

Ezeoha (eh-zeh-O-ha). Meaning “a people’s king.”

Foluke (fo-LOO-kay). Meaning “given to God.”

Gowon (go-WON). Meaning “a rainmaker.” Yakubu Gowon was military ruler of Nigeria from 1966 to 1975.

Idogbe (ih-DOG-bay). Meaning “the second born after twins.”

Idowu (ih-DO-woo). Meaning “born after twins.”

Imarogbe (ih-mah-ROG-bay). Meaning “child born into a good family.”

Iyapo (ee-YAH-po). Meaning “many trials, many impediments.”

Jaja (JAH-jah). Meaning “a revered one.” Ex-slave Jaja founded the Opobo state in the Niger River delta during the 1860s.

Jibade (jee-BAH-day). Meaning “of noble birth.”

Jumoke (joo-MOH-kay). Meaning “everyone loves the child.”

Kayin (KAH-yihn). A name that means “celebrated.”

Kayode (kah-YO-day). Meaning “he brought joy.” E.A. Kayode was an early Christian leader of the Yoruba.

Kehinde (keh-HIHN-day). Meaning “second-born twin.”

Kunle (KOON-lay). Meaning “much-honored home.”

Madu (MAH-doo). Meaning “people.”

Mazi (MAH-zee). Military parents will like this name, meaning “sir.”

Modupe (mo-DOO-pay). Meaning “thank you.” A name selected by parents who wish to show their great appreciation for the birth of their son.

Mongo (MON-go). “Famous.” Mongo Beti is a novelist from Cameroon.

Ngozi (n-GO-zee). Meaning “a blessing.”

Nika (NEE-kah). Meaning “ferocious.” A name selected by parents who wish for their son to be seen as intimidating and powerful.

Nnamdi (NAHM-dee). Meaning “father’s name lives on.” Nnamdi Azikiwe was a nationalist leader and the former president of Nigeria. A variation is Namdi.

Nosakhere (no-sah-KEH-ree). Meaning “God’s way.”

Nwa (NWAH). Meaning “son.”

Nwabudike (nwah-boo-DEE-kay). Meaning “his father’s might.”

Nweke (NWEH-kay). Meaning “born on market day.” Chuba Nweke was a Nigerian poet and businessman. A variation is Nwake.

Oba (O-ba). Meaning “king.”

Obadele (o-bah-DEH-leh). Meaning “the king arrives.”

Obataiye (o-bah-tah-EE-yay). Meaning “king of the world.”

Ode (O-day). Meaning “born along the road.”

Odion (o-DEE-ahn). Meaning “the first of twins.” See also Taiwo.

Ogun (o-GOON). Meaning “God of war.” Variations include Ogunkeye, Ogunsanwo, and Ogunsheye.

Ojo (O-jo). Meaning “a difficult birth.”

Okpara (ok-PAH-rah). A name that means “the first son.”

Ola (O-lah). Meaning “wealthy, rich.”

Olajuwon (o-LAH-joo-wahn). Meaning “wealth and honor are God’s gifts.” Former superstar center for the NBA’s Houston Rockets is Hakeem “The Dream” Olajuwon. (Note that in Nigerian tradition the primary name does not necessarily come first.) Variations include Olaluan, Olajuwan, and Oljuwoun.

Olamina (o-lah-MEE-nah). Meaning “my riches.”

Olatunji (o-lah-TOON-jee). Meaning “honor reawakens.” Percussionist and bandleader Baba Olatunji led the Drums of Passion.

Olu (O-loo). Meaning “preeminent.”

Olubayo (o-loo-BAH-yo). Meaning “highest joy.”

Olufemi (o-loo-FEM-ee). Meaning “wealth and honor favors me.”

Olujimi (o-loo-JEE-mee). Meaning “God has given me this.”

Olushola (o-loo-SHO-lah). Meaning “God has blessed me.”

Omolara (o-mo-LAH-rah). Meaning “born at the right time.”

Omorede (o-mo-REH-day). A royal-toned name that means “prince.”

Oriji (o-REE-jee). Meaning “a sturdy tree.”

Orunjan (o-ROON-jahn). Meaning “born under the midday sun.”

Osahar (o-sah-HAR). Meaning “God hears.”

Osayaba (o-sah-YAH-bah). Meaning “God forgives.”

Osaze (o-SAH-zay). Meaning “whom God likes.”

Ottah (O-tah). Meaning “a thin baby.” 

Rago (RAH-go). Meaning “ram.”

Segun (seh-GOON). Meaning “conqueror.” Parents who want their son to be a leader of men will favor this name.

Shangobunni (shan-go-BOO-nee). Meaning “a gift from Shango.”

Soja (SO-jah). Meaning “soldier.”

Sowande (so-WAHN-day). Meaning “a wise healer sought me out.”

Taiwo (tah-EE-wo). Meaning “the first-born of twins.” See also Odion.

Taliki (tah-LEE-kee). A name that means “fellow.”

Tobi (TOH-bee). Meaning “great.”

Tor (TOR). Meaning “king.” See also Eze, Ezeamaka, Ezenachi, and Ezeoha.

Tyehimba (tyeh-HIM-bah). Meaning “we are a nation.” Parents who are nationalistic at heart may choose this name.

Uche (OO-chay). Meaning “thoughtful.”

Uzoma (oo-ZO-mah). Meaning “born during a journey.”

Wafor (WAH-for). Meaning “born on Afor market day.”

Weke (WAY-kay). Meaning “born on Eke market day.”

Worie (wo-REE-eh). Meaning “born on market day.” See also Nweke.

GIRL NAMES

Abagebe (ah-bah-GAY-beh). Translates as “we begged to have this one to lift up.”

Abayomi (ah-bah-YO-mee). A name that suggests a “pleasant meeting.”

Abebi (ah-BAY-bee). Meaning “we asked for her.” See also Abeni.

Abeje (ah-BAY-jay). Meaning “we asked to have this one.”

Abeni (ah-BAY-nee). Meaning “we asked for her, and she is ours.” 

Abeo (ah-BAY-o). Meaning “her birth brings happiness.”

Abidemi (ah-bee-DEH-mee). Meaning “born during father’s absence.”

Abimbola (ah-BIHM-bo-lah). Meaning “born to be rich.” Wande Abimbola is a leader of the Yoruba religion.

Adanna (ah-DAH-nah). Meaning “her father’s daughter.” A variation is Adanya.

Adebomi (ah-deh-BO-mee). Meaning “a crown covered my nakedness.”

Adedagbo (ah-deh-DAHG-bo). Meaning “happiness is a crown.”

Adedewe (ah-deh-DEH-way). Translated literally, means “the crown is shattered.”

Adedoj (ah-deh-DOJ). Meaning “a crown becomes a thing of worth.”

Adeleke (ah-deh-LEH-kay). Meaning “a crown achieves happiness.”

Adeola (ah-day-O-lah). Meaning “a crown has honor.”

Aderinola (ah-deh-ree-NO-lah). Literally translated, “a crown walked toward wealth.”

Adesimbo (ah-deh-SEEM-bo). Meaning “of noble birth.”

Adia (ah-DEE-ah). A name that means “a gift.” See also Isoke.

Aduke (ah-DOO-kay). Meaning “much loved.” Aduke Alakija was the president of the International Federation of Women Lawyers.

Aina (ah-EE-nah). Meaning “difficult birth.”

Aiyetoro (ah-ee-yay-TO-ro). Meaning “peace on earth.”

Akanke (ah-KAHN-kay). Meaning “to meet her is to love her.”

Alaba (ah-LAH-bah). Meaning “the second child born after twins.”

Alake (ah-LAH-kay). Literally translated, “one to be petted and made much of.”

Amadi (ah-MAH-dee). Meaning “general rejoicing.”

Arria (ah-REE-ah). Meaning “slender.”

Asabi (ah-SAH-bee). Meaning “she is of choice birth.”

Auta (ah-OO-tah). Meaning “the last born.”

Ayo (AH-yo). Meaning “great joy.”

Ayobami (ah-yo-BAH-mee). Meaning “I am blessed with joy.”

Ayobunmi (ah-yo-BOON-mee). Meaning “joy is given to me.” See also Bayo.

Ayodele (ah-yo-DEH-leh). Meaning “joy come home.”

Ayofemi (ah-yo-FEH-mee). Meaning “joy likes me.”

Ayoluwa (ah-YO-loo-wah). Meaning “joy of our people.”

Ayoola (ah-yo-O-lah). Meaning “joy in wealth.”

Baderinwa (bah-deh-REEN-wah). Meaning “worthy of respect.”

Bayo (BAH-yo). Meaning “joy is found.” See also Ayobunmi, Ayodele, and Dayo.

Bejide (beh-JEE-day). Meaning “a child born in the rainy time.”

Bolade (bo-LAH-day). Meaning “honor arrives.” See also Folade.

Bolanile (bo-lah-NEE-lay). Meaning “the riches of this house.”

Bunmi (BOON-mee). Meaning “my gift.”

Chinue (CHIH-noo-eh). Meaning “God’s blessing.”

Dada (DAH-dah). Meaning “a child with curly hair.”

Danuwa (dah-NOO-wah). Meaning “a close friend.”

Daurama (dah-oo-RAH-mah). A name translated as “ninth in the succession of queens.”

Dayo (DAH-yo). Meaning “joy arrives.” See also Bayo.

Ebun (eh-BOON). Meaning “a gift.”

Ekaghogho (ay-kah-GO-go). Meaning “born on an important day.”

Enomwoyi (ay-no-MWO-yee). Meaning “graceful one.”

Fabayo (fah-BAH-yo). Meaning “a lucky birth is joy.”

Faraa (fah-RAH). Meaning “cheerful one.”

Farih (FAH-ree). Meaning “bright and fair.”

Fayola (fah-YO-lah). Literally translated, means “good fortune walks with honor.”

Fayolla (fah-YO-kah). Meaning “lucky.”

Femi (FEH-mee). Meaning “love me.” 

Fola (FO-kah). Meaning “honor.”

Folade (fo-LAH-day). Meaning “honor arrives.” See also Bolade.

Folami (fo-LAH-mee). Meaning “respect and honor me.”

Folashade (fo-lah-SHAH-day). Meaning “honor confers a crown.”

Folayan (fo-lah-YAHN). Translated literally, means “to walk in dignity.”

Foluke (fo-LOO-kay). Meaning “placed in God’s care.”

Gerda (GER-dah). Meaning “charmer of serpents.”

Gimbya (GIHM-byah). Meaning “princess.”

Hanna (HAH-nah). A name that means “happiness.”

Hazika (hah-ZEE-kah). Meaning “intelligent one.”

Hembadoon (hehm-bah-DON). Meaning “the winner.”

Idowu (ih-DO-woo). Meaning “the first child born after twins.”

Ifama (ih-FAH-mah). Meaning “all is well.”

Ife (EE-fay). Meaning “love.”

Ifetayo (ee-fay-TAH-yo). Meaning “love brings happiness.”

Ige (I-gay). Meaning “delivered feet first.”

Ijaba (ih-JAH-bah). Meaning “a wish fulfilled.”

Ikuseghan (ih-koo-seh-GAHN). Meaning “peace is greater than war.”

Ina (EE-nah). Meaning “mother of the rains.”

Isoke (ih-SO-kay). Meaning “a satisfying gift from God.” See also Adia.

Iverem (ih-VEH-rehm). Meaning “blessings and favors.”

Iyabo (ee-YAH-bo). Meaning “mother has returned.”

Izegbe (ih-ZEHG-beh). Meaning “long-expected child.”

Jumoke (joo-MO-kay). Meaning “everyone loves the child.”

Kehinde (keh-HIN-day). Meaning “second-born of twins.”

Kokumo (ko-KOO-mo). Meaning “this one will not die.”

Lina (LEE-nah). A loving name that means “tender.”

Lisha (LEE-shah). Meaning “mysterious.”

Mbafor (m-BAH-for). Meaning “born on a market day.”

Modupe (mo-DOO-pay). Meaning “I am grateful.”

Monifa (mo-NEE-fa). Meaning “I have my luck.”

Nayo (NAH-yo). Meaning “we have great joy.” See also Olubayo and Olufunmilayo.

Ngozi (n-GO-zee). A religious-toned name that means “blessing.”

Nneka (n-NAY-kah). Meaning “her mother is prominent.”

Nnenaya (neh-NAY-yah). Meaning “like father’s mother.” Name given to a girl who looks like her grandmother. A variation is Nnenia.

Nourbese (noor-BAY-say). Meaning “a wonderful child.”

Nwakaego (nwah-kah-AY-go). Translates as “more important than money.”

Ode (O-day). Meaning “born along the road.”

Olabisi (o-lah-BEE-see). Meaning “joy is multiplied.”

Olabunmi (o-lah-BOON-mee). Translated literally, means “honor has rewarded me.”

Olaniyi (o-lah-NEE-yee). Meaning “there’s glory in wealth.”

Olubayo (o-lah-BAH-yo). Meaning “greatest joy.” See also Nayo and Olufunmilayo.

Olubunmi (o-loo-BOON-mi). Meaning “the highest gift is mine.”

Olufemi (o-loo-FEH-mee). Meaning “God loves me.”

Olufunke (o-loo-FOON-kay). Translated literally, means “God gives me to be loved.”

Olufunmilayo (o-loo-foon-mee-LAH-yo). Meaning “God gives me joy.” See also Nayo and Olubayo.

Oluremi (o-loo-REH-mee). Meaning “God consoles me.”

Omolara (o-mo-LAH-rah). Meaning “born at the right time.”

Omosede (o-mo-SAY-day). Translated literally, means “a child counts more than a king.”

Omosupe (o-mo-SOO-pay). Meaning “a child is the most precious thing.”

Oni (O-nee). Meaning “born in a sacred abode.”

Oseye (o-SAY-yay). Meaning “happy one.”

Sade (shah-DAY). Meaning “sweetly singing.” African-born pop singer Sade, best known for her song “Sweetest Taboo.” Also Shade.

Shiminege (shih-mee-NAY-gay). Meaning “let us perceive the future.”

Taiwo (tah-EE-wo). Meaning “the first-born of twins.”

Titilayo (tih-tee-LAH-yo). Meaning “eternal happiness.”

Torkwase (tor-KWAY-see). Meaning “a queen.”

Uchefuna (oo-chay-FOO-nah). Translates as “I have my wits about me.”

Urbi (OOR-bee). Meaning “princess.”

Yahimba (yah-HIM-bah). Meaning “there is nothing like home.”

Yejide (yeh-JEE-day). Meaning “the image of mother.”

Yetunde (yeh-TOON-day). Meaning “mother returns.” Francesca Yetunde Pereira was a folk singer and poet of Brazilian and Nigerian parentage.

SOUTH AFRICA

At the southern tip of the continent, South Africa boasts a land that is geographically diverse as well as enormously rich in natural resources—in particular, gold and gem diamonds. An historically attractive region for various European settlers, the nation’s population is today composed of numerous multiethnic and multiracial groups, including black Africans, whites, Coloureds (people of mixed race), and Asians (predominantly Indians). Under apartheid, the political system of racial segregation, English and Afrikaans were considered the country’s official languages. English currently continues to be used in most educational institutions; however, with the end of apartheid in 1994, an additional nine African languages have been officially recognized.


South Africans often name their children according to the time of day or year that their child is born.

 

Nomsa—grace/dawn

Aurora—Roman goddess of the dawn

Levanna—Latin for rising sun

Luna—Roman goddess of the moon

Badhur—born at full moon

Cecil—born on the sixth or at six o’ clock

Octavia—born on the eighth

Nomgxi—born on Saturday

Noel—born on Christmas day

Baba—born on Thursday

 

Some South Africans name their babies according to how they feel about the new baby.

 

Thami—lucky blessing

Gabriel—in honour of the angel

Thabo—joy

Mangoliso—miracle

Abeni—girl prayed for

Amiri—prince

Anana—soft/gentle

Anwar—the brightest

Cheche—small thing

Chike—power of God

Most Popular Names in South Africa







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Anderson
	Katlego



	Serges
	Aletta



	Gillian
	Melanie



	Werner
	Caryn



	Kumaran
	Gamieda



	Brandon
	Kegomoditswe



	Jean-Claude
	Caro



	Pierre
	Prisca



	Michael
	Rina



	Shane
	Cindy



	Byron
	Farhaana



	Joh
	Amelia



	Happy
	Kim



	Fayorsey Edmond
	Thabang



	Otieno
	Pascale



	Philipp
	Simone



	Mark Compton
	Joanne



	Ozkan
	Nokuthula



	Anthony
	Poppy



	Jagen
	Thina






BOY NAMES

Ayize (ah-YEE-ay). Translated as “let it happen.”

Dingane (dih-NGAH-nay). Meaning “searcher.” Dingane succeeded his half-brother Shaka as king of the Zulu.

Ganya (GAHN-yah). A name that means “clever.”

Gogo (GO-go). Meaning “like grandfather.”

Nkosi (n-KO-see). Meaning “ruler.” Chicks Nkosi is a poet from Swaziland.

Nolizwe (no-LEE-zway). Meaning “the nation.”

Nonceba (no-NCHAY-bah). Meaning “mercy.”

Paki (PAH-kee). Meaning “a witness.”

Shaka (SHAH-kah). Meaning “founder” or “first.” Shaka was the founding king of the Zulu kingdom.

Sigidi (sih-GEE-dee). Meaning “one thousand.”

Sipho (SEE-fo). Meaning “present.” Sipho Sepamla is a poet and novelist best known for A Ride on the Whirlwind.

Sipliwo (sih-PLEE-wo). Meaning “a gift.”

Thandiwe (Tahn-DEE-way). Meaning “beloved.”

Themba (TEHM-bah). Meaning “hope.”

Uuka (oo-OO-kah). Meaning “arise.”

GIRL NAMES

Dziko (DZEE-ko). A name that signifies “the world.”

Mafuane (mah-foo-AH-nay). Meaning “soil.”

Mandisa (mahn-DEE-sah). Meaning “sweet.”

Nkosazana (n-ko-sah-ZAH-nah). Meaning “princess.”

Nombeko (no-m-BEH-ko). Meaning “respect.”

Nomble (no-m-BEHL). Meaning “beauty.”

Nomuula (no-moo-OO-lah). Meaning “rain.”

Sarafina (say-rah-FEE-nah). Meaning “burning passion.” Sarafina is the title character of a musical and film about children in the Soweto uprising. A variation is Serafina.

Thandiwe (tan-DEE-way). Meaning “beloved.”


The incredibly talented actress Charlize Therone (her given name) began her career as a model in her native South Africa.



TANZANIA

Tanzania, a democratic country larger in surface area than Texas, is located on Africa’s eastern coast, along the Indian Ocean. It was created through the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar in 1964. Because of its numerous lakes, approximately 22,800 square miles of Tanzania’s territory consists of inland water. It is in this country that Dr. Louis B. Leakey changed evolutionary theory with the discovery of a 1.75-million-year-old Zinjanthropus skull at Olducai Gorge.

The imposition of European rule, Arab influence, and the history of the movement and mixture of African ethnic groups for at least the last two millennia has impelled adaptation to new physical and social arrangements for the native peoples. For Tanzanians, kinship forms the basis for interpersonal relations and group formation, a pattern that persisted throughout history and continues to the present. For individuals, kin ties through parents and by marriage define one’s rights, obligations, and opportunities. For the last three decades, Tanzania has experimented with a cooperative socioeconomic system, Ujamaa, based on indigenous social structures and socialist economics and largely drafted by the country’s first president, Julius K. Nyerere.

BOY NAMES

Abdbakar (ah-BOO-bah-kar). Meaning “noble.”

Abdul (ab-DOOL). Means “servant of God.”

Ali (ah-LEE). Means “exalted.”

Ambakisye (am-bah-KEES-yeh). Meaning “God has been merciful to me.”

Ambokile (ahm-bo-KEE-lay). A name that signifies “God has saved me.”

Andwele (ah-n-DWEH-lay). Meaning “God brought me.”

Asukile (ah-soo-KEE-leh). Translates as “the Lord has washed me.” 

Baha (BAH-hah). Meaning “brilliance.”

Idriis (EE-drees). Meaning “prophet” or “one who studies.”

Ipyana (eep-YAH-nah). A name of “grace.”

Kami (KAH-mee). The name of an east Tanzanian group with its own distinct culture.

Mposi (m-PO-see). A child with this name has wonderful leadership skills. He is idealistic and inspiring to others.

Mwamba (MWAHM-bah). Meaning “mighty.”

Natron (nah-TRON). The name of a Tanzanian lake.

Nikusubila (nee-koo-soo-BEE-lah). Meaning “optimistic.”

Rakanja (rah-KAHN-jah). Meaning “Muarusha of Tanzania.”

Rashid (rah-SHEED). Meaning “well guided.” Rashid Kawawa was vice president of Tanzania in the 1970s.

Tuponile (too-po-NEE-lay). Meaning “we are afraid.”

Vinza (VEEN-zah). The name of a Tanzanian group with its own distinct culture.

Zaramo (zah-RAH-mo). The name of a Tanzanian group with its own distinct culture.

GIRL NAMES

Akili (ah-KEEL-lee). Meaning “wisdom.”

Amaziah (ah-MAH-zee-ah). A Ugandan name meaning “extraordinary.”

Bupe (BOO-pay). Meaning “hospitality.”

Dalila (da-LEE-lah). Meaning “delicate” and “gentle.” Translates as “gentleness is her soul.”

Doto (DOH-toh). A name suggesting “younger child of twins.”

Kanoni (kah-NO-ni). Meaning “little bird.”

Kizuwanda (kee-zu-WAHN-dah). Meaning the “last born child.”

Kuiwa (KOOL-wah). Means the “first of twins.” A different spelling is Kulwa.

Kyalamboka (kee-ah-lam-BOH-kah). Meaning “God save me.”

Lulu (LOO-loo). Means “precious pearl.” Also known to mean “calm,” “peaceful,” and “protected.”

Mwanawa (mwah-NAH-wah). Means the “first born of my children.”

Nala (NAH-lah). Means “queen.”

Ngabile (n-gah-BEE-lay). Meaning “I have got it.”

Sekelaga (seh-keh-LAH-gah). Meaning “rejoice.”

Sigolwide (see-gol-WEE-day). Meaning “my ways are straight.”

Syandene (syah-n-DAY-nay). Meaning “punctual.”

Tulimbwelu (too-lim-BWEH-loo). Translates as “we are in the light.”

Tulinagwe (too-lee-NAH-gweh). Meaning “God is with us.”

Tumpe (TOOM-pay). Meaning “let us thank God.”

Tupokigwe (too-poh-KEE-gweh). A name suggesting “we are safe.”

Tusajigwe (too-sah-JEEG-way). Meaning “we are blessed.”

Tuwalole (too-wah-loh-LEH). Means “exemplary.”

UGANDA

A lush and fertile country with a temperate climate, Uganda was once among the most ethnically diverse and prosperous countries in Africa. It is here that the kingdoms of Buganda, Karagwe, and Bunyoro once stood. Recently it has experienced several decades of economic and domestic crises. Following the notorious Idi Amin’s military coup and eight-year reign, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni was sworn in as president in January 1986. He proclaimed a ten-point program through which the National Resistance Movement would “usher in a new and better future for the people of Uganda.” English remains the nation’s official language and exerts a strong influence in naming customs, although Islamic and indigenous names are certainly also popular. Native languages of Uganda include Luganda, Swahili, and Bantu, as well as Sudanic and Nilo-Hamitic dialects.

BOY NAMES

Balondemu (bah-lo-n-DAY-moo). A name signifying “the chosen one.”

Dembe (DEHM-beh). Meaning “peaceful.” A variation is Damba.

Ejau (eh-JAH-oo). Meaning “we have received.”

Gonza (GON-zah). An amorous name that means “love.”

Gwandoya (gwan-DOH-yah). Meaning “met with unhappiness.”

Irumba (ih-ROOM-bah). Meaning “born after twins.”

Kabiito (kah-BEE-toh). Meaning “born while foreigners are visiting.”

Kabonero (kah-bo-NEH-roh). Meaning “sign.”

Kabonesa (kah-bo-NAY-sah). Meaning “difficult birth.”

Kamoga (kah-MO-ga). The name of a royal Baganda family.

Kamuhanda (kah-moo-HAHN-dah). Translated literally, this name means “born on the way to the hospital.”

Kamukama (kah-moo-KAH-mah). Meaning “protected by God.”

Kamya (KAH-myah). Meaning “born after twin brothers.”

Karutunda (kah-roo-TOON-dah). Meaning “little.”

Karwana (kahr-WAH-nah). Meaning “born during wartime.”

Kato (KAH-to). Meaning “second of twins.”

Katungi (kah-TOO-ngee). Meaning “rich.”

Kayonga (kah-YO-ngah). Meaning “ash.” The name of a great Ankole warrior from the western part of Uganda.

Kibuuka (ke-EB-oo-OO-kah). Meaning “brave warrior.” The name of a celebrated warrior from Ugandan history.

Kigongo (kee-GONG-o). Meaning “born before twins.”

Lutalo (loo-TAH-lo). A name that means “warrior.”

Madongo (mah-DONG-o). Meaning “uncircumcised.”

Magomu (mah-GO-moo). A name suggesting “the younger of twins.”

Mayonga (mah-YONG-ah). Meaning “lake sailor.”

Mpoza (m-PO-zah). A name that means “tax collector.”

Mugisa (moo-GEE-sah). Meaning “lucky.” Variations include Mugisha and Mukisa.

Mukasa (moo-KAH-sah). Meaning “God’s chief administrator.”

Mwaka (MWAH-kah). Meaning “born on New Year’s Eve.”

Mwanje (MWAHN-jay). Meaning “leopard.”

Nakisisa (nah-kee-SEE-sah). Meaning “child of the shadows.”

Nkunda (n-KOON-dah). Meaning “loves those who hate him.”

Ojore (o-JO-ray). Meaning “a warrior.”

Okot (O-kot). Meaning “born when it is raining.” Okot p’Bitek is a popular Ugandan poet. A variation is Okoth.

Opio (o-PEE-o). Meaning “the first of twin brothers.” See also Zesiro.

Sabiti (sah-BEE-tee). Meaning “born on Sunday.”

Sanyu (SAHN-yoo). Meaning “happy.”

Semanda (say-MAHN-dah). Meaning “cow clan.” 

Sempala (sehm-PAH-lah). Meaning “born in prosperous times.”

Setimba (seh-TEEM-bah). Meaning “river dweller.” The name of a river in Uganda.

Zesiro (zeh-SEE-roh). Meaning “the elder of twins.” See also Opio.

GIRL NAMES

Abbo (AH-bo). Meaning “a condiment.”

Acanit (ah-KAH-neet). Meaning “hard times.”

Achen (ah-CHEN). Means a “twin.”

Dembe (DHEM-bay). Meaning “peace.”

Emojung (EH-mo-yong). Means “the old one.”

Jendyose (gen-dee-YO-say). Translates as “have done good to produce a child.”

Kenyangi (ken-YAHN-gee). Meaning “white egret.”

Kissa (KEE-sah). Meaning “born after twins.”

Mangeni (man-GEH-nee). Meaning “fish.”

Masani (mah-SAH-nee). Translates as “has a gap between the front teeth.”

Nabirye (nah-BEER-yay). Meaning “one who produces twins.”

Nabulungi (nah-boo-LOONG-ee). Meaning “beautiful one.”

Nafuna (nah-fro-NAH). Literally translated, “delivered feet first.”

Namazzi (nah-MAH-see). Means “water.”

Namono (nah-MO-no). Meaning “the younger of twins.”

Nasiche (nah-SEE-chay). Meaning “born in the locust season.”

Wesesa (weh-she-SAH). Means “careless.”

Zesiro (zeh-SEE-ro). Meaning “the elder of twins.”

MORE FAVORITE AFRICAN NAMES

The colonial influence in Africa was very strong and in many countries has had an enduring effect, especially in naming children. In the former French, Belgian, British, Portuguese, and Spanish colonies there is a tendency, especially among urban dwellers, to use European first names. While some parents feel that European names offer a certain cachet, others eschew such names for political reasons and opt for traditional African names.

BOY NAMES

Bello (BELL-o). Meaning “helper or advocate for Islam.” Bello was a leader of Sokoto in West Africa in the 1800s, the son of great Muslim ruler Usman dan Fodio.

Dumaka (doo-MAH-kah). Meaning “helping hand.”

Kosey (KO-say). “Lion.” Also spelled Kosse.

Liu (LEE-oo). A name that means “voice.”

Moswen (MOHS-wen). Meaning “light in color.”

Ohin (O-hin). Meaning “chief.” A variation is Ohan.

Paki (PAH-kee). Meaning “witness.”

Rudo (ROO-do). A name that means “love.”

Senwe (SEHN-way). Meaning “dry as a stalk of grain.”

Tuako (too-AH-ko). Meaning “the eleventh-born.”

Ulan (oo-LAHN). Meaning “the first-born twin.” 

GIRL NAMES

Adia (ah-DEE-yah). Meaning a “gift” as in the gift of a child or of life. A variation is Adilla.

Afi (AH-fee). “Born on Friday.” See also Afua. Variations include Affi, Afia, Efi, and Efia.

Afiya (ah-FEE-yah). Meaning “health.” Given to a child as an auspicious wish of good health.

Afua (AH-foo-ah). “Born on Friday.” See also Afi.

Ahadi (ah-HAH-dee). Parents who believe anything is possible will choose this name signifying “with much promise.”

Aisha (ah-EE-shah). Meaning “life” as a child signifies new life. A noteworthy Aisha is Egyptian writer Aisha Abd al-Rahman. A variation is Asha.

Akili (ah-KEE-lee). Scholarly families may choose this name meaning “intelligent.”

Aleela (ah-lay-AY-lah). For a child who is born crying and doesn’t seem to stop, this name means “she cries.” Variations include Aleelah, Alila, or Alile.

Bahati (bah-HA-tee). Parents’ gratitude for the birth of a child is reflected in this name, meaning “my luck is good.”

Batini (bah-TEE-nee). Philosophical parents may adopt this name meaning “inner thoughts.”

Bimkubwa (bee-m-KOO-bwah). Meaning “great lady.” A name reflective of the child’s fate.

Bursar (boo-SAH-rah). Intelligent parents can pick this name, which means “wisdom.”

Chausiku (cha-oo-SEE-koo). Meaning “born at night.” A name given to a girl who is literally born at night.

Chiku (CHEE-koo). Translated literally, means “chatterbox.” 

Chinira (chee-NEE-rah). Means “one who receives God.” It reflects the parents’ desire for their child to be enlightened.

Chiwa (CHEE-wah). A name that means “death.”

Chriki (CHREE-kee). Meaning “blessing.”

Chuki (CHOO-kee). Meaning “hatred.” A name given to a child born in the midst of animosity between neighbors or family.

Dalila (dah-LEE-lah). Meaning “gentleness is her soul.”

Dalili (dah-LEE-lee). Meaning “sign.” This name reflects the parents’ belief that the birth of a child carries special meaning.

Dinka (DING-kah). Means “people.” This name suggests the parents’ hopes for their child to attain high social and occupational status.

Dofi (DOH-fee). Meaning “the second child after twins.” 

Doto (DOH-fo). Meaning “the younger of twins.” 

Eshe (EH-shay). Meaning “life.” A variation is Esha.

Etana (eh-TAH-nah). Meaning “strong one.”

Faizah (fah-YEE-zah). Meaning “victorious.” The English version is Victoria. Also Faiza.

Fatima (fah-TEE-mah). Fatima was a daughter of the Prophet Muhammad. Another variation is Fauna.

Fujo (FOO-jo). Meaning “born after a quarrel.”

Goma (GO-mah). Meaning “joyful dance.”

Habibah (hah-BEE-bah). Meaning “beloved,” a name for a child dear to her parents’ hearts.

Hadiya (hah-DEE-yah). Meaning “gift.”

Halima (hah-LEE-mah). Meaning “gentle.” Halima was the woman who cared for Muhammad after his mother’s death.

Halla (HAH-lah). Meaning “unexpected gift.” Variations include Hala and Halle. Hollywood actress Halle Berry is a noted person with this name.

Imani (ih-MAH-nee). A name that signifies “faith.”

Imena (ee-MAY-nah). “Dream.” Also Imene.

Jaha (JAH-hah). Meaning “dignified.” Variations include Jahaida, Jahaira, Jaharra, Lahayra, Jahida, and Jahira.

Jamila (jah-MIH-lah). This name means “beautiful.”

Jokha (JO-kah). Meaning “robe of adornment.”

Kadija (kah-DEE-ja). This was the name of the wife of the Prophet Muhammad. Also spelled Khadija.

Kalere (kah-LAY-rah). “Short woman.” Also spelled Kaleer.

Kaluwa (kah-LOO-wah). Meaning “forgotten one.” Also spelled Kalua.

Kamaria (kah-mah-REE-ah). Meaning “moonlight.” Variations include Kamara and Kamarie.

Kameke (kah-MAY-kay). Meaning “blind.”

Kamilah (kah-MEE-lah). Parents who see their child without flaws can choose “perfection” with this name. Variations include Kameela, Kameelah, Kami, Kammilah, and Kamili.

Kanene (kah-NAY-nay). “A little important thing.”

Kapuki (kah-POO-kee). “Firstborn daughter.”

Karimu (kah-REE-moo). Philanthropic parents can choose Karimu for their child, which means “generous.”

Kefilwe (keh-FEEL-weh). Meaning “I am given.”

Kesi (KEH-see). Meaning “born at a time of father’s troubles.”

Kia (KEE-ah). Meaning “season’s beginning.”

Layla (LAY-lah). Meaning “born at night.”

Lulu (LOO-loo). Meaning “a pearl.”

Madaha (mah-DAH-hah). Meaning “graceful.”

Makini (mah-KEE-nee). Means “calm and serene.”

Malaika (mah-lah-EE-kah). Translated literally, means “angel.”

Nomalanga (no-mah-LAHNG-ah). A name that means “sunny.”

Noni (NO-nee). Means “gift of God.”

Nuru (NOO-roo). Meaning “daylight,” a name given to a baby born during the day.

Paka (PAH-kah). Meaning “kitten.” A name given to a child who is as sweet as a kitten. A variation is Paca.

Panya (PAHN-yah). Translated literally, means “mouse.” 

Pasua (pah-SOO-ah). A name typically given to a baby born by caesarean section.

Pili (PEE-lee). Meaning “second.” A name given to a second born girl or boy.

Pita (PEE-tah). Meaning “the fourth daughter.”

Poni (PO-nee). Meaning “the second daughter.”

Radhiya (rah-DEE-yah). Meaning “agreeable.”

Ramia (rah-MEE-ah). Meaning “fortune-teller.” A variation is Ramiah.

Reta (RAY-tah). Meaning “shaken.” Variations include Reeta, Retta, Rheta, and Rhetta.

Salma (SAHL-mah). Meaning “safe.” It is a name for a healthy baby.

Sanura (sah-NOO-rah). A child named Snura is quick, intelligent, and very creative.

Sauda (sah-OO-dah). A child can be named Sauda, meaning “dark beauty,” in celebration of her striking features.

Shafira (shah-FEE-rah). Meaning “defined.”

Shani (SHAH-nee). Meaning “marvellous.”

Sharifa (shah-REE-fah). Meaning “distinguished one.” Sharifa M. Zawawi is a professor of Swahili and an expert on Swahili names at the City University of New York.

Sharik (shah-REEK). Meaning “a child of God.”

Shukura (shoo-KOO-roo). Literally means “I am grateful.”

Siboniso (see-bo-NEE-so). Meaning “a sign.”

Siko (SEE-ko). Meaning “a crying baby.”

Sikudhani (sih-koo-DAH-nee). Meaning “a pleasant surprise.”

Siphiwe (si-FEE-way). Meaning “we were given.”

Sisya (SEE-syah). Meaning “she of the Mfuu tree.”

Siti (SEE-tee). Meaning a “respected woman.”

Tabia (tah-BEE-ah). “Gifted.”

Tatu (TAH-too). “Third.” A name commonly given to a third-born child.

Themba (TEM-bah). A name that means “trusted.”

Tisa (TEE-sah). “Ninth.” A name given to a ninth-born child. Variations include Tisah, Tysa, and Tyssa.

Tulinagwe (too-lee-NAG-way). Meaning “God is with us.”

Tuwalole (too-wah-LO-lay). Meaning “exemplary.”

Waseme (wah-SAY-may). Meaning “let them talk.”

Winda (WEEN-dah). A name meaning “hunter.”

Winna (WIH-nah). Meaning “friend.” A variation is Winnah.

Yiesha (yee-AY-shah). An alternate form of Aisha, this name signifies “life.”

Zahra (ZAH-rah). Meaning “blossom.”


The prefixes La- and Sha- form the foundation of many invented African-American names for both sexes. Variations of Sean and the female element eesah are popular choices of roots to which modern coinages are built around.

Most Popular African-American Names







	Boy Names
	Girl Names



	Aaron
	Aiesha



	Cavin
	Alisha



	Devan
	Althea



	Evander
	Catrina



	Jaquin
	Chanise



	Jared
	Daloris



	Jarek
	Dana



	Jermaine
	Deshawna



	Jerome
	Desiree



	Jeron
	Eleasha



	Latrell
	Jada



	Lemar
	Jalissa



	Marques
	Keisha



	Mikal
	Ladona



	Reggie
	La-Neisha



	Rodney
	Lashona



	Sebastion
	Laticia



	Steadman
	Latoiya



	Taye
	Latreese



	Tion
	Lela



	Twain
	Seanna



	Tyronne
	Sharise



	Vance
	 



	Waverly
	 










Eastern Influences—Names from Asia and the Pacific Rim
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CHINA

When it comes to naming children, the Chinese are among the most creative. Generally speaking, most Chinese names are arranged so the last name is first and the first name last. For example, the international film director known in English as Ang Lee would be known as “Lee Ang” in Chinese. Characters are based on individual symbols, each of which represents an idea or thing. Most names are either auspicious or symbolic in meaning. For example, xing (lucky) and fu (luck) are commonly used in boys’ names, while mei (beautiful) and li (beauty) are often used in the naming of girls.

It is common practice for Chinese families to repeat a name among their children. One daughter, for instance, may be named Shiu Rei (elegant flower bud) while another is named Shiu Chun (elegant spring). The shared character, in this case “shiu,” symbolizes that the two girls are not only of the same family but also of the same generation. The following entries are based on a system of romanization known as Pinyin and are meant to serve merely as a guide to the characters most frequently used in name-giving.


The Chinese wouldn’t dare name a child before it is born. They give the child a fake or “milk” name that is something very unpleasant like “mud face” or “excrement,” which is believed to trick evil spirits and make them stay away from the child. After the child is born, when the baby is about a month old, they throw a baby naming party called a red egg and ginger party. The egg represents fertility and is dyed red for good luck. There is a huge feast where the baby’s hair is shaved and gifts are given.



Pronunciation: The Chinese language is tonal, so unaccented syllables should be pronounced softly and accented syllables should be short and hard.

BOY NAMES

An (AHN). Meaning “peace” or “contentment.” The Chinese character for peace and contentment is comprised of the written characters “woman” and “roof.” Also Ang.

Bo (BOW). An aquatic name meaning “waves” or “ripples.” 

Cong (TSONG). Meaning “intelligent” or “clever.” The characters for “excitement” or “haste” are enhanced with the addition to the “ear” ideogram. This suggests quick hearing or a grasping of ideas.

De (DUH). Meaning “virtue.” The phonetic sound of the word denotes “a straight heart.” 

Di (DEE). Meaning “younger brother.” This name is not typically used as a child’s given name, but rather as a nickname. The same is true for the elder brother, elder sister, and younger sister. See also Ge.

Fu (FOOH). Meaning “rich and good fortune.”

Gao (GAOH). Meaning “high, tall.” The pictograph depicts a high tower on a stable foundation. The character is meant to be auspicious of a “high position” in career and society.

Ge (GUH). Meaning “older brother.” Typically used as a nickname.

Guo (GUOH). Meaning “country, nation.” 

Huo (HUOH). A name that means “fire.”

Jin (JIN). A name meaning “gold.”

Jing (JIHNG). Meaning “classic” or “already” or “pass through.” Tradition is greatly treasured in the Chinese culture. One of the components of this character alludes to water currents running deep underground rather than superficially on the surface.

Lian (lee-ahn). “Link” or “join” or “connect.” The pictograph depicts carts moving continuously on an unbroken track.

Lei (LEE). Meaning “thunder.”

Lin (LIHN). A common family name meaning “forest.” 

Lu (LOO). Meaning “high status, law, rule, discipline.” The phonetic sound signifies written regulations; pictorially, it resembles a hand with a pen writing lines on a tablet.

Mai (MY). Parents who sail may elect this name, signifying “ocean.”

Ming (MIHNG). Meaning “clear and wise.”

Mu (MOO). A name that means “wood.”

Nian (NEE-ahn). Meaning “read” or “recite.”

Ping (PIHNG). Meaning “peace and safety.”

Quan (CHOO-ahn). Meaning “complete” or “perfect.” This character combines the character for “joined” with “work.”

Sen (SEHN). Meaning “forest.” See also Lin.

Shi (SHUR). Meaning “stone.” The character reflects the image of a stone or rock falling from a high cliff. The rock is a symbol of strength, integrity, and stability.

Shui (shoo-WAY). Meaning “water” which is vital to survival.

Si (se-eh). Meaning “to think.” This ideograph combines the “skull” with the “heart” to produce “thought.” 

So (SOH). Meaning “longevity” or “long life.”

Tsai (SZAI). Meaning “money” or “rich.” A variation is Chai.

Tsong (TSZONG). Meaning “intelligent.” A variation is Chong.

Tu (TOO). A name that means “earth.”

Tzao (TSZAO). Meaning “above and beyond.” A variation is Zhao.

Tzong (TZHONG). Meaning “royalty” or “of royalty.” A variation is Zhong.

Wang (WAHNG). Meaning “king” or “ruler.” Three horizontal planes make up the character and represent heaven, man, and earth, connected by a vertical structure. The written character represents the king, the one vested with the power to communicate between heaven and earth.

Wen-Hsiung (woon shung). Translated literally, means “scholastic hero.” A variation is Wu Xiong.

Wong (WOHNG). Signifying “prosperity.” A variation includes Wang.

Wu-Hsiung (WOO-shung). Meaning “action hero.” A variation is Wu Xiong.

Xiao (SHAO). Meaning “respectful to the elders.”

Xing (SHING). Meaning “to walk” or “go.” The Chinese believe business thrives at crossroads; thus, this pictograph applies to all businesses and trade.

Yang (YAHNG). A name that means “sun.”

Yon (YAWN). Meaning “forever brave.”

Yu (YOU). Meaning “rain.”

Zhen (SZEN). Meaning “kind” or “merciful.” A variation is Ren.

Zhu (ZSOO). Meaning “owner” or “master.” The character is a pictograph of a lamp stand with a flame rising above it, symbolizing a master or lord who spreads enlightenment.

Zhuang (zoo-ang). Meaning “strong.” 

 

GIRL NAMES

Ai (EYE). A name that means “love.”

Ching (CHING). Meaning “clear weather day.” A variation is Qing.

Chun (CHOON). Meaning “spring.” The character for spring signifies the budding and seemingly sudden growth of vegetation under the brilliance of the sun.

Ding (DIHNG). Meaning “to fix” or “decide” or “certain.” This character is comprised of a pictograph of a roof and the character for order. It signifies peace and order under one roof, thus asserting its fixedness
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