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			In the fire lies the light.

		

		

		
			
			

		

	
		

		
			Contents

			A Cleansing Flame

			Introduction

			The Flame of a Candle

			renewal (by flame)

			forging a memento

			lumpen

			three flames

			high higher bright

			fire-po

			of two

			returned to the sun

			drawn to warm

			quickly: a taper 

			selection

			one night in front of the fire

			light and lies

			a philosophy of fragile times

			chiaroscuro thinking

			carnevale

			aspiring to white

			one flame

			two times

			pivot

			illumination

			a thousand (cackling)

			in the black cell

			reading to a familiar soft gleam

			about solitude

			coming to you (moth song)

			

			around, my love

			finding seclusion

			slow world

			striving for a ride

			beyond smoke

			angels dance

			to clear the smoke

			solitary intrusion

			return (of the season)

			a plate (to row)

			practicing prudence

			gospel of a flame

			alone (together)

			a longing (to flutter)

			in the lantern heart

			reverie (gone)

			time well

			crude: the marvel

			The Psychoanalysis of Fire

			seeing within

			why no warning

			the one use

			not ash

			guardian of the flame

			the alchemist’s fire

			fizz

			what it is (I call it)

			the physics of the unconscious

			the entertainer (last show)

			Fragments from A Poetics of Fire

			bird of fire

			imagine no history

			

			medium

			rake the coals

			first touch

			bird alight

			and smoke and smoulder

			among us

			a small essence (and an unusual phenomenon)

			it is (was)

			a feather for his hat

			feather to fly

			he dreams the spoken tongue

			dance

			now the remembrance of fire

			dream of empty

			a dream of completion

			start again prometheus

			flay me (jealously)

			become breath

			rapture

			at stars

			hail the poet king

			poet (demised)

			impossible

			brightly

			time (and temperature)

			if (the fire)

			away (I burn)

			burn song

			flown

			in surrender

			a cleansing flame

			Bachelard Source Materials

			Author Information 

			

			Other Published Works

			What Readers Say

		

	
		

		
			A Cleansing Flame

		

		

		
			
			

		

	
		

		
			Introduction

			French scientist and philosopher Gaston Bachelard (1884 - 1962) explored and examined poetics and poetry in great depth over the course of his lifetime, particularly examining the poetics of natural elements, of which he identified the four that are traditionally considered:

			Fire

			Water

			Air 

			Earth

			In addition, however, he (effectively) identified two further elements, or dimensions, for his examination:

			Time

			Space

			The Bachelard Interpreted poetry series responds to each of these elements and dimensions, as well as encompassing some of Bachelard’s further scientific and literary interests.

			A Cleansing Flame explores the poetic nature of flame and fire in the context of reverie and contemplation. In this collection, we focus on the dance of flame, yellows, reds and blues and visit times before reliance on electricity and artificial luminescence to provide our lights and guides.

			Be prepared to sleep, to dream, to transform into your other — fire-dreaming — self through A Cleansing Flame 

			Note: A Cleansing Flame is one of a series of poetry collections inspired by the work of Gaston Bachelard. References to the Bachelard translations that have been relied on as source materials for this project are listed at the end of this book.

		

		

	
		

		
			The Flame of a Candle

		

	
		

		
			renewal (by flame)

			dulled in heart
listless . . .

			he searched

			haphazardly

			dispiritedly

			a drawer
a bench top

			beneath loose papers

			a slow ordeal
ill-directed
and half —
almost —
abandoned mid-task

			but his hands
arrived
finally
at the small box
with flint-lined sides
and a single remaining
wax-headed 
match

			his hand shook
a little
as he made the commitment
and struck

			sulphur to flint

			sizzle to flare

			

			at the spread of the light —
its stability—
he too steadied

			applied the burning stick
to his candle stub —
already almost devoured —

			last match

			last scratch and burn
but 
for now —
gazing into the living
spirit —
he was renewed

		

	
		
			

			forging a memento

			with a hand outstretched
she approached
the warmth

			more intense
as she moved nearer

			watching
fully mesmerised

			closer closer
from warm 
to sear

			the gyre
drew her
as a compulsion

			she could not withdraw

			the finger
so sensitive
extended

			one touch

			so

			a broken spell

			it was only once
but so impassioned

			the burn
some salutary news

			but the fever
of the the movement —
just once —

			

			just once

			a memento 
to re-touch
re-call
through all her life
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