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​Introduction

Peter told the believers that they were
stewards of the manifold grace of God. This means that every
follower of Christ has the responsibility to grow and develop in
their God-given gifts. In addition, they are to be faithful in
ministering to others. The Kingdom Stewards Series was created to
help believers understand their gifts and ministries. It is
designed to bring clarity to the purpose and functions of spiritual
gifts and ministries. It is our prayer that believers will grow in
the recognition, acceptance, and operation of the gifts of God.

In this publication:

The focus of this publication is to bring
clarity and understanding to the pastoral office and the pastoral
anointing. This information will help individuals to recognize the
operations of this anointing in their lives and in the lives of
others. It is our hope that believers will develop a greater
respect and appreciation for the pastoral office and gift.
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​Chapter 1 - The
Ministry of the Pastor

The Office of the Pastor

The first ministry to be on display in the
New Testament Church was that of the apostle. Secondarily, we see
the ministry of the prophets and teachers with the apostles with
men such as Agabus, Judas, Apollos, and Silas. Further reading
shows the ministry of the evangelist was recognized in Philip. The
pastoral ministry developed as Paul and others set elders and
leaders over the churches that were established.

Today, we see that there is a shifting in the
above model. The pastoral ministry is now the most prevalent and
accepted ministry in the Church, while there is debate surrounding
the others. Regardless of this phenomenon, pastoral ministry is
vital to the furtherance and growth of the Church.

The word pastor originates from the Greek
word poimen, which literally means shepherd. Pastors are given to
feed the flock of God, lead them into green pastures, and protect
against wolves in sheep’s clothing. Not all pastors will discharge
their duty in the same manner; neither will they all have the same
anointing.

Pastors’ ministries will vary in
demonstration and execution. We must remember the following
exhortation of scripture when considering the work of God in all
the ministries.

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the
same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. (I Corinthians 12:4-6)

Pastoral ministry manifests itself in various
ways. However, there is some common ground among all pastors. No
matter what their specific call is, pastors will exhibit
characteristics of shepherds, fathers, and watchmen as they
minister in the Church.

PASTORS AS SHEPHERDS

Every pastor is unique in his ministry.
However, the pastor’s role in the kingdom of God may parallel a
shepherd’s role. Some of God’s chief servants were first shepherds.
Abel, Moses, David, and Amos were shepherds. The 23 Psalm depicts
how God as the Shepherd cares for His people. Yet, this Psalm
reveals how the New Testament pastor functions in the Church.

Shepherds provide for the sheep. David began
the psalm by stating that he did not lack anything because the Lord
was his shepherd. A natural shepherd makes provision for the sheep.
He ensures they have what the need for survival.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
(Psalm 23:1)

Pastors will endeavor to provide the saints
with what they need to live a victorious Christian life. God set
pastors in the Church to reveal the love and comfort of the Good
Shepherd.

Shepherds feed the flock with wisdom and
knowledge. A natural shepherd leads the flock to places where they
can be nourished with food and water. The pastor, through his
ministry of the Word, provides people with a knowledge of God and
His ways.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters. (Psalm 23:2)

Therefore, pastors have to endeavor to preach
sound doctrine only. They have to avoid preaching messages that
compromise the truth of the gospel.

Shepherds correct and comfort the sheep of
the fold. A natural shepherd carries a rod and staff. The staff is
designed to keep the flock together, while the rod is designed to
bring a sheep back into the fold when it runs away.

…thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
(Psalm 23:4b)

A pastor has to correct individuals who are
rebellious and disobedient. However, rebukes that are administered
have to be given for the salvation of the individual and not the
embarrassment. God rebukes because of love, not out of frustration.
The pastor has to do the same.

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent. (Revelation 3:19)

After the word of rebuke and correction comes
from the pastor, he then has to be willing to comfort and restore.
God delights in restoration and repentance. The pastor has to
demonstrate this in ministry.

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault,
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians
6:1-2)

Shepherds protect the flock. A natural
shepherd protects the sheep against wolves and thieves. He is
willing to put in his life in jeopardy for the lives of the
sheep.

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep. (John 10:11)

Pastors give believers strategies for
overcoming spiritual attacks of the adversary. In addition, they
expose and reveal false ministers who want to fleece the flock.

PASTORS AS WATCHMEN

Pastors fulfill many functions in Body of
Christ. One of the important roles is that of watchman. We know
that watchmen would be placed in strategic locations to warn towns,
cities, and countries of impending attack. Pastors function in a
similar manner. Yet, the pastoral watchman has an additional role
in this duty. He also watches over the souls of those that are
entrusted to him. God’s command to Ezekiel the prophet reveals the
pastor’s role as watchman.

Watchmen warn against danger. An earthly
watchman warns against ensuing disaster and danger. The pastor has
to reveal spiritual attacks that will come to the Church and God’s
displeasure in the Church.

Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give
them warning from me. (Ezekiel 3:17)

The pastor has to warn the people to prepare
themselves for warfare. In addition, he warns the people that they
may turn from sin to please God.

Watchmen oversee the activities of those
under their supervision. Watchmen not only have to warn against
external threats, but also internal threats. The watchmen reveal
dangers and disasters within the territory. The pastor has to do
the same. He serves as a watchman over the people of God. He
reveals weaknesses in the Church.

The Pastoral Watchman oversees the souls of
the believers. The pastor is concerned with the spiritual progress
of the souls of the believers. In his epistle, John expressed this
pastoral concern.

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. (3
John verse 2)

John expressed his desire for the natural and
spiritual prosperity of the saints. As the Good Shepherd restores
the soul, the pastor will strive to bring healing and wholeness to
the soul of the believer. He will help them to work through
personal conflicts and frustrations that they may walk in the
fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

NINE FUNCTIONS OF THE PASTORAL OFFICE

Though there are varieties of ministries and
operations, pastors have essentially the same functions. Some
functions are not exclusive to pastors. However, pastors will
differ from other ministries in the execution of those
functions.

Preach & Teach the Word of God (I Tim.
2:7). Pastors are gifted to preach and/or teach the word of God
under divine inspiration. They have the ability to mature believers
in the Word of God. They are anointed to ground the believer in
foundational truths of the kingdom. This is performed with godly
character and wisdom.

And I will give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
(Jeremiah 3:15)

Release Believers into their Spiritual Gifts
(Acts 8:17; Romans 1:11; II Tim. 1:6). Pastors have the ability to
bring forth the gifts of God in believers. They have the
responsibility to ensure that believers use their gifts effectively
in God’s service. Pastors, through the Spirit’s direction, will
steer believers into their areas of gifting and ministry. They help
to stir up gifts in believers through the laying on of hands.

Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the
presbytery. (I Timothy 4:14)

Establish and/or Oversee the Local Church.
Because pastors are shepherds, they are most effective with the
flock. Therefore, some pastors will begin new ministries to fulfill
their ministries while others will take the oversight of existing
churches. As the leader of the local church, the pastor (or senior
pastor in some cases) is responsible for the spiritual direction
and protection of the flock given to him by God.

Unto the angel of the church… write…
(Revelation 2:1)

In the book of Revelation, Jesus gave John
prophetic words to be given to the pastors (angels) of the local
assemblies. It was their responsibility to ensure that the people
responded to God’s word.

Serve as Intercessors. Pastoral ministry
resembles the priestly ministry in this area. They will stand
before God on the needs of those entrusted to them. They desire to
see the saints grow and prosper as they serve the Lord. Prayer will
be a definite hallmark of the pastoral ministry.

We then that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. (Romans
15:1)

Train Leaders (Acts 15:39; II Tim. 2:1-2;
Acts 6:3-6). Because of their positions in the Church, pastors have
the responsibility to train future leaders. Though these leaders
may have different callings, pastors have to create an atmosphere
that other leaders will learn to operate in their gifts and
ministries.

To Titus, mine own son after the common
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ our Saviour. For this cause left I thee in Crete, that
thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain
elders in every city, as I had appointed thee. (Titus 1:4-5)

Expose False Ministers & Doctrine. As
watchmen, pastors have the gifting and responsibility to inform
saints of deceptive doctrines and ministers. They will contend for
purity of faith and doctrine in the Church. They, like the prophets
of old, will warn and speak against false ministers openly.

But there were false prophets also among the
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And
many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way
of truth shall be evil spoken of. (II Peter 2:1-2)

Perform Signs, Wonders, Healings, &
Miracles. Though the pastor’s main function is to shepherd God’s
people, they will have the power of God to confirm their message.
Pastors will have the gifts of the Spirit operating in their
ministries. Without His power and revelation, the pastor will not
be truly effective.

And fear came upon every soul; and many
wonders and signs were done by the apostles. (Acts 2:43)

Serve as Counselors. Because the pastoral is
a stationary ministry, they will be personally involved in the
believer’s life. Due to this fact, they are called upon to offer
counsel to their followers. Thus, God endows pastors with the
spirit of wisdom and counsel that the people will make sound, godly
decisions in their lives.

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(Is. 11:2)

Establish Believers in the Faith. Pastors
have the task of establishing people in the faith. This is so
believers will not follow false doctrines and ministers. The
messages that they preach and teach with the godly wisdom imparted
from the Lord produces mature and solid saints.

In addition, they are able to instruct babes
in Christ until they become mature in their personal relationships
with God and in their doctrinal beliefs. They can promote stability
and growth in the Body of Christ.

Though there are many other functions
fulfilled in the pastoral ministry, most pastors will demonstrate
these functions at some time in their ministries.
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