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Pausanias born. The travel writer said the Kassotis spring at Delphi sank into
the ground and inspired the Oracls, implying that abranch recmerged in the
templesadyor

Roman emperor Constantine’s conversion to Christianity lessens the influ
ence of Delphi and other pagan s
Julian the Apostate tries to reverse the decline of pagan religions, including
the waorship of Apallo at Delphi and the consulting of the god's Oracle,
Theodosius, a Chistian emperor,issues decrees that forbid all forms of pagan
mmend death

worship,authorize the destruction of pagan buildings,and rec
for anone who carries out scrifces and divinatory practices.
Visigoths capture Rome.

Cyriac of Ancona, a scholar of the ltalian Remaissance, travels to Greece to
s of ancient Delpi,

inople falls to the Turks and Greece becomes part o the Ottoman

look for ancient stes and discovers b

Constan
Empire, starting centuries of oppression of the Greek people.

Michelangelo paints the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel with 4 fresco showing
the Delphic Oracle as one of the scers who foretold the coming of Christ.
George Wheeler, an English traveler, goes to Greece and rediscovers evidence
of the buried ruins of Delphi under the ramshackle villge of Kastr

Grecce starts war of independence from Turkey that lasts unil 1829,

The French begin preliminary escavations at Kastr in search of ancient
Delphi,

The Society for Peychical Rescarch founded in England, siring interest
alleged powwers of the Orace.

The Greek government offers American archacologists the right to uncarth
the sancutary of Apollo at Delph
A burlesque opera—Apll; or, The Oracl of Defphi—plays in Vienna and New
York City:

John Coller, a Brtish artis, paints Presessof Delph  large portait o the Or-
acle in which vapors rise from a craggy fisure o cnvelop her.

Greck government awards France the monopoly to level the town of Kastri
and excavate the ancient sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi.

“The French begin an archacological dig at Delphi under a show of guns to
subdue angry villagers.

Anarchaic marblestatue comes o light close to the treasury of the Athenians,
French archacologists focus on uncarthing the temple.
Excaators find an inscription in honor of Aristotle and his nephesy Calls

nthe






OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

 
	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	

	 
		 
	    		 
	   		 
	    		 
		
	



 
	 






OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_012_r1.gif
catgntres 5D






OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_030_r1.gif
am
9175

o
01
a1
a5

cat0
N
ol

5023

ca

Pythian Games begin at Delphi, the program similar to the athletic competi
o at Olympia butincluding singing and musical contests.

In Anatolia, Crocsus becomes king of Lydia and proceeds to subdue the
nearby Greek Colonies.

Crocsus tests seven oracles and declares Delph
Temple of Apollo at Delphi burns down, prompting the authorites o solicit
rebuilding funds from the whole Greck world,

Persians defcat Crocsus and annex Ly
Acschylus, first Greek tragic dramatist, born,. Persians conquer Egyp.
Pindar,foremost lyric poet of Greece, born.

A political revolution turns Athens into one of history'sfrst democracies
Pindar's carlest extant pocin,

Sophocles,second of three great tragic dramatis
Persia
Herodotus, father of history, born. Euripides, third of the great tragic Greek
dramatists,born

Athenians ind new veins of silver in their mines,leting them greatly expand
their navy.

Persians under king Xerxes invade Greece as man i

he winner.

born.

asion of Greece defeated at Marathon.

statesally to counter

the threat, At the sk of Salamis, outnumbered Greek triremes defeat the Per-
sian armada in a bloody rout. Scholars mark this upset a the end of archaic
era of ancient Greece and the startof the classicalcra.

Grecks expel the land forces of Xerxes,

Greck cty-states send Delphiwar booty and rich offerings to thank Apollo for
their deliverance from the Fersians,

Socrates, moral philosopher, born in Athens.

Pericles becomes leader of Athens, beginning an enlightened age.

Athenians begin work on the Parthenon.

Aristophanes, comic playwright, born. He satirizes most divination but not
the Oracle.

Athenian portter renders a portrait of the Oracle,

Parthenon dedicated

Sparta and alles declare war on Athens,starting the long decades of the Pel
oponnesian war.

Plague strkes Athens.

Periclessteps down as leader of Athens,

Plato born.
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Athenians lay siege to Syracuse in Sicily, suffer humiliating defeat.

‘Sparta destroys Athenian flect and army.

Athens surrenders o Sparta, ending the Peloponnesian var.

Socrates dics, drinking hemlock after being convicted of corrupting youth,

Aristotle born.

Earthquake destroys the temple of Apollo at Delphi.

Alexander the Great born.

War erupts over control of Delphi, with soldiers melting down some of its

greatest treasurs.

Plato dies.

Aristotle becomes ttor of Alexander.

Philip 1, king of Macedonia, dies and is succeeded by bis son, Alexander the

Great,

Aristotle seutles in Athens and founds the Lyceu.

Alexander the Great dies. Scholars mark his death as the end of the classical

era ofancient Greece and the start o the Hellenistic cra.

Arstotle dics.

Celtsimvade Greece and try o take Delphi.

Rome destroys Corinth and consolidates is hold on Greece, making it  Ro-
province,

Diodorus of Sic

¢ born. The historian wrote that Delphi was founded afier
goats wandered into: clftin the side of Mount Parnassus and becane intos
icated.

Strabo born. The geographer said the Oracle communed with Apollo by
‘means of adivine pneuma that arose from a cragey vent.

CE

Lucan born, eventually pens a fiery melodrama describing how the Oracle
foresces the future,

Delphi has a renaissance under sympathetic Roman emperors.

Plutarch born,

Emperor Nero tours Greece and visits Delpl

ager 1o play in the Pythian
Games (where no one wasallowed to leave the stadium during his unnerving
performance in the singing contest) a well as to consult the famous Oracl.
Plutarch arrives at Delphi, long serving as high pricst.
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thenes for their ancient work in assembling a list of victors at the Pythian
Games.

Adolph Paul Oppé, a young British historian, publishes a paper saying the
French have found no cave or fissure under the temple

nd
ified the adytor, the Oracle's sanctum, but no chasm or vapors.

Picere Amandry, a French archacologist who helped lead the Delphi excava.
tions, decares that the region has no active volcanism and that the ground is
thus incapable of producing
Jelle de Boer, a geologist at Wesleyan Universit, goes to Greece and discov
s an cast west fault outside Delphi that appears to run under the temple of
Apollo.

In Portugal, de Boer meets John Hale, an archacologist at the University of
Louisville,and the two decide to join forces to study the possibilty that fumes
once rose along the Delphi faultinto the temple of Apollo.

De Bocrand Hale travel to Delphi and discover that the temple lies ver thick
beds of bituminous limestone,  likely source of ntoxicating gases.

Ata London

Fern

Courby, an archacologist, reveals that French excavators have iden

tosicating vapors.

ence mecting, de Boer unvels the can's geologic theory of
sasformation at Delphi and how the Oracle got high.

De Boer, while exploring the hills above Delphi, finds evidence of a north
south fult that rans toward thesanctuary of Apallo and isctsthe st west
fault. From the temple’s foundation and nearby ectaining wall,de Boce and
Hale take samples ofwavertine,a rocky crust tha forms around springs, hop
ing 10 find races of ancent gases trapped i s pores.

Jeff Chanton, acheist and team member at Florida State Universty,
o Greece 1o take water samples and investigate whether gasessll rise long
the faults thatcross bencath the temple.

Henry Spiller,a medical tosicologistin Louisville,studies whether the Delphi
sasescan account fo the Oracle’s state of divine intoxication.

De Boer, Hale, and Chanton publsh the teany'sfist comprehensive descrip
tion of s geologic indings.

Spille docsan cxperiment in which avoluntcer oracle nhales ety lene gasto
seeitselfecs and whether bystanders can detect s sweet odor.

Hale, de Boer, Chanton, and Spiller detail their overal findings in Sceifc
Aerican, describing not only Delphi's unusual geology but it potent gases
and their intoxicating efects.






OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_019_r1.gif





OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_msr_cvi_r1.jpg
THE

ORACLE

ANCIEN

DELPHI AND
THE SCIENCE
BEHIND ITS LOST

SECRETS

William J. Broad

PENGUIN BOOKS





OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_023_r1.gif
SANCTUARY
, OFAPOLLO





OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_005_r1.gif





OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_022_r1.gif
- Beneath Delphi
€ Laersof imestone thick ith
oo [ L] | foslsas el as btamin
welTo T |
A
=
. [ T=To
=
==






OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_028_r1.gif
paleontology
ccology
anthropology
sociology
psychology
biology
physiology
cytology
microbiology
virology
genetics

biochemistry

chemistry

physics

past life
living populations
humanoid history
human social behavior
minds

bodies

organs

cells

germs

viruses

genes

life molecules

atoms, clements, compounds

subatomic particles, elementary forces





OEBPS/broa_9781440649349_oeb_029_r1.gif
2300
1600

<m0
100

BCE

European Bronze Age begi
Delphi settled
mainland,
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Greek Dark Age begins, virtually al towns n ruins.
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Greek Dark Age ends Frst city-states orm.
First known victor i the Olympic Games. Scholars mark the date as the be.
a
Homer's lad and Odysey undergo standardization and refinement.
Delphi
Sicly
colonists send back tributes to Delphi,
blessings

ning of the archaic era of ancient Greece.

fame spreads as cities of mainland Greece send out setlers o laly
the Black Sea, North Africa, and eventually France and Spain. The

hanking Apollo for his guidance and

Hesiod act

First Greek

Greeks found colony at Massalia —in time known as Marseilles, France. The

colonists, like many cities,states, and other colonists, eventually build a trea

sury at Delphi.

Sacred war begins on behalf of Delphi against Crisa, a city that was

arims and depriving Apollo’s sanctuary of ribute

Solon of Athens appointed to reform ws with mandate to defuse the grow

ing tensions betsveen ich and poor.

Delphi undergocs period of int
nd a stadium eventully able to seat seven thousand spectators.

Startof Greek rationalist philosaphy

ing pil

se construction, including twelve treasuries
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