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FOREWORD






Matthew, Mark and Luke recount the story of the
life and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ from his birth to his
resurrection and ascension. There is a lot of repetition in the
accounts of these three writers as they tell the same story. In the
interest of not repeating myself, I have decided to examine the
accounts together. The stories told by Matthew, Mark and Luke not
only complement each other, but, when examined together, give us a
better picture of the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus.

I have faced
several problems in preparing this harmony of Matthew, Mark and
Luke. Probably the biggest problem had to do with the order of
events. The gospel writers do not always present the events of the
life of Christ in the same order. This is to be expected as each
author has a different purpose. This commentary is not an authority
on the order of events recorded in these Gospels.

Another problem I
encountered is really more of a problem for the reader. Because I
am commenting on three gospels at the same time, the reader is
forced to jump from one passage to another. I apologize for this
and realize that this makes it difficult to find a specific
pas-sage. To simplify this I have provided an index of pas-sages
and the chapter where the reader can find the commentary. Consult
the index if you are looking for a particular passage.

The large quantity
of material covered in these three Gospels presented yet another
challenge. I have decided to cover the material in three volumes.
In this second volume we will examine the later ministry of Jesus.
See the index for a more detailed list of passages covered in this
second volume.

I pray that this
commentary will reveal the work and teaching of Jesus to you in a
greater way. May it point you to his power, wisdom and mercy. May
it challenge you to follow his example and open your heart to him
and his work on your behalf.

This commentary,
as with all the others in this series, is designed to be devotional
in nature. My desire is that it not only imparts knowledge but also
life. It is my desire that the reader understands each passage and
be changed by its truth. I trust that you will be a different
person for working through these important Bible books. May God
bless you richly as you embark on this study.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod
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Chapter 1 - THE
CALL OF CHRIST






Read Matthew
8:18-22

On this particular
occasion the crowds had gathered around Jesus. We can safely assume
that some had come with their sick and afflicted to be healed.
Others wanted to hear what Jesus had to say. The opportunity for
Jesus to minister was present. Not only was there opportunity but
there was also a need. The people were lost in their sin. They came
wounded and broken.

Opportunity and
need are not necessarily reasons to minister. Jesus had the
opportunity and saw the need but he chose to walk away from it.
When I first sensed the Lord calling me to the mission field,
people around me would say: “Why are you going to the mission
field, there are plenty of needs right here in your own country?”
There was no way I could deny the reality of the needs in my own
country but there was something greater than need, that was the
call of God. I did not go to the mission field because there was a
need. I went because the Lord God sent me. If you base your
ministry on need, you will quickly be overwhelmed and distracted.
How many servants has the enemy destroyed because they could not
say, “no” to a ministry opportunity? There will always be need. It
is important for us to follow the leading and direction of the
Father. On this occasion Jesus had no sense of the Father’s
direction to minister to the crowd that had gathered before him so
he left with his disciples for the other side of the lake. The
Father had another plan for that day.

As Jesus stood by
the shore before crossing the lake, two significant things
happened. The first was that a teacher of the law approached him
and told him that he would follow him wherever he went. There were
not many teachers of the law who were willing to make this
statement. The fact that he approached Jesus and said this would
not have gone over well with his fellow teachers of the law. Not
many people were willing to leave all and follow Jesus in those
days.

The answer Jesus
gave to this man is somewhat startling. He reminded him that
following him would not be easy. He told him the foxes had holes
and birds had their nests but he did not have a place to lay his
head. Jesus was telling this man that he really needed to count the
cost before he came after him. Following the Lord was not something
a person could take lightly. Jesus was looking for men and women
who would lay everything down and not be afraid to suffer and
endure hardships for the sake of his kingdom.

How often have we
made bold statements like this without counting the cost? We
promise the Lord that we will give him everything. We promise to
serve and love him. We make all kinds of promises but don't follow
them through. As servants of God we are so desirous of getting
everyone we can into the kingdom of heaven that we don't always
challenge them to count the cost of being a disciple. The result
has been that we have churches filled with people who are not ready
to take up their cross. They want to be with Jesus and hear him
teach. They want to see his miracles and have the security of his
salvation but they are not ready to pick up their cross. They are
not willing to suffer and die for his name. Jesus challenged this
man to count the cost before making such bold statement.

The other incident
that happened before Jesus crossed to the other side of the lake
was that one of his disciples came to him and said: “Lord, first
let me go and bury my father” (Matthew 8:21). We are not told who
this disciple was but he was asking Jesus for permission to bury
his father before he went any further with him. The Lord told him
to follow him and let the dead bury their own dead. We need to
consider what Jesus was saying here.

There is no
indication in this verse that the father of this disciple had
actually died. When the disciple asked the Lord for permission to
bury his father, it is likely that he had a father who was old and
sick and he wanted to spend time with him until he died. He would
then follow Jesus. This could have been a matter of days, months or
years. When Jesus told the disciple to let the dead bury the dead
he is not condemning him for wanting to arrange for the funeral but
rather for putting off serving the Lord.

While it is
somewhat unclear what Jesus was saying when he told him to let the
dead bury the dead we need to understand here that physically this
was impossible. Dead people cannot bury the dead. We should
understand the word “dead” here in the spiritual sense. This
disciple was alive spiritually because he had been given grace to
see Christ and understand his teaching. His family, however, had
not been made spiritually alive. The members of his family may have
been unbelievers and dead in their sin. It could be that the Lord
Jesus was telling this man to let his unbelieving family care for
his father in his final years. Jesus is not being heartless. The
father would be cared for by the members of the disciple's family.
As for this particular disciple, God had a higher calling for his
life. He was to leave the care of his father to his unsaved family
and follow Jesus.

There are times
when God will call us to leave what we truly cherish. This disciple
had a deep concern for his father and his failing health. Jesus'
call on his life, how-ever, was a higher calling. We should not
assume from this that we are all to leave our families like this
disciple, but we do need to be ready to follow the call of God no
matter the cost. God will call some to stay home and care for their
dying parents. He will call others to leave. It is important to
know the leading and call of God and obey it.

It is very
important that we follow the call and leading of the Lord in our
ministry. It is easy to be moved by the needs around us. Our hearts
can be broken by what we see, but is this God’s calling for us?
Jesus was moved by the large crowd that stood before him. The
teacher was moved in his heart to follow the Lord everywhere he
went. The disciple felt a burden on his heart for his dying father.
All these individuals were moved by the needs around them. They
also had opportunity and willingness to do something about those
needs. They were all called, however, to something else. While they
are to be com-mended for their compassion and concern, they needed
to learn to look more to the leading of the Spirit of God then to
the needs they saw around them.






For
Consideration:


	
Have you ever
found yourself overwhelmed by the need around you? What is the
temptation at this time?



	
Why does the Lord
show us need and not call us to do something about it?



	
What would happen
if everyone responded only to the needs they saw around them and
did not listen to the leading of the Spirit of God?



	
Have you counted
the cost of serving the Lord Jesus? Are you willing to surrender
all for him and his service?





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
give you a deeper sensitivity to the direction and leading of his
Spirit.



	
Thank the Lord
that he is able to care for those things we have a deep burden for
but are not called to do.



	
Ask the Lord to
show you the role he has for you in particular.








Chapter 2 - JESUS
CALMS THE STORM






Read Matthew
8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25

In the last
meditation we saw that the crowd had gathered around the Lord Jesus
and his disciples. Jesus decided to leave the crowd and go to the
other side of the lake. He got into one of the boats and his
disciples followed him.

As they sailed
across the lake, Jesus fell asleep. A sudden storm arose. As the
storm raged the waves pounded against the boat. The disciples
wrestled to keep the boat from sinking. Jesus continued to
sleep.

The fact that the
Lord Jesus slept through this storm is an indication of how tired
he must have been. The crowds drained him of his energy. Part of
the reason why he left the crowd that day had to do with his need
of rest. The Lord Jesus felt the tiredness and weariness we
feel.

The disciples were
doing all they could to deal with the storm but it was getting
ahead of them. Fearing the boat was going to sink, they decided to
wake Jesus.

Notice the
frustration of the disciples at this time. Mark seems to express
their frustration better than the other Gospel writers when he
quotes the disciples to have said, “Teacher, don't you care if we
drown?” The disciples seemed to resent the fact that the Lord was
not doing anything about their situation. They wondered if he cared
about them and the danger they were facing. They pleaded with him
to do something. Perhaps you have found yourself in a similar
situation. You see the storms, trials and tribulations surging
around you and wonder why the Lord does not do something about
it.

Keep in mind here
the stress and turmoil in the minds of the disciples. Perhaps they
are bailing out the water from the boat as fast as they could. They
were trying to row the boat but their strength was quickly fading.
They had nothing left to give. They had no more strength. They had
done everything they could and were now resigning themselves to the
fact that they were going to die if Jesus did not intervene. It is
at this point of helplessness that they call on the Lord Jesus. The
Lord woke from his sleep. He saw the situation and rebuked the
disciples for their small faith. Standing up in the boat Jesus
rebuked the winds and waves commanding them to be still.
Immediately the wind stopped and the waves died down. All was
calm.

This incident
shows us our own weakness. The stresses and problems of this life
are many. Like the disciples, we are easily overwhelmed. We are
powerless to change our situations. Our resources and understanding
is limited. In an instant the Lord changed everything. The
disciples were amazed at the power of God that day. The rest of the
journey would have been very interesting. They had seen the power
of God working on their behalf. They were also intensely aware of
their lack of faith.

Do you find
yourself overwhelmed by a situation in life? The Lord Jesus was
with the disciples in the boat. He is with you, too, if you know
him as your Saviour. He knows all about what you are going through.
In an instant with a simple word from his mouth everything can
change. He opens doors where presently no doors exist. Mountains
are moved. Storms are calmed. People are changed. The impossible is
done. We are left like the disciples with our mouths open in
amazement at the power and wonder of God.

It is important
for us to understand also that while the Lord could have prevented
the storm, he didn't. God not only allows storms, he also allows us
to go through these storms for a time. He does this to show us his
power. The Lord God allowed his children to be oppressed in Egypt.
He allowed Pharaoh's heart to be hardened in order to reveal his
power to Israel and the world. Speaking to Moses in Exodus 14:4 God
says:

“And I will
harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain
glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”

God reveals his
power to us in the storm. The more difficult the trial the more we
stand amazed at his over-coming power. The storm is God's way of
telling you that he wants to reveal more of himself to you.

The disciples in
the boat could not help but be humbled that day as they realized
the smallness of their faith. They had seen the Lord do many
wonderful miracles. They were his chosen disciples but they had
failed to trust him in this particular storm. Their faith needed to
be stretched. This was Jesus’ intention all along. As they moved
across the lake they would engage in an even more intense spiritual
battle. The Lord allowed this storm to prepare them for what was
ahead.

Are you facing a
storm in life right now? These storms are God’s way of building
your faith. Instead of grumbling and complaining we need to learn
what God has for us to learn. We need to let him draw us closer in
these times. The disciples would certainly not be the same after
that storm. God would use the storm to accomplish his purposes in
them and prepare them for what was ahead.






For
Consideration:


	
What does this
passage teach us about how the Lord Jesus can identify with our
physical limitations?



	
What trial are you
going through now? Can you see this as an opportunity for the Lord
to demonstrate to you his power?



	
Consider a trial
you have had to face in the last while. What did that trial teach
you about God and his ability?





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
forgive you for your lack of faith. Ask him to increase your faith
in him through the storms he sends your way.



	
Thank the Lord
that despite our lack of faith he still demonstrates his power and
love to us.



	
Ask the Lord to
give you a trusting and peaceful heart in the midst of your present
struggle.











Chapter 3 - THE
GERASENE DEMONIAC






Read Matthew
8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39

Jesus and his
disciples had left the crowd and crossed the lake. Many people had
come to him for healing and to hear him speak. The Father, however,
had another purpose for him. Part of that purpose was to minister
to the disciples in the boat on the sea. The other reason had to do
with another individual who needed his attention. We will meet this
person in this chapter.

It is important
that we see how the Lord prepared his disciples for what was about
to happen. On the other side of the lake, in the region of the
Gerasenes, the disciples would be confronted with a demon-possessed
man. Matthew tells us that while there were two demon possessed men
that meet the Lord that day (Matthew 8:28) our concern is with only
one in particular.

The Gospel writers
describe this man to us. They tell us that the people of the region
were so afraid of him that they would not pass by the place where
he lived. He was a very violent man. He did not wear any clothes.
He lived in the tombs screaming and crying out day and night. He
would cut himself with stones. There had been attempts to restrain
him but he broke the chains. He could not be subdued. His physical
strength was above normal. That strength was demonic in origin. He
was a man to be feared. He was also a man to be pitied. The fact
that he kept cutting himself and crying out indicates that he was
hurting very deeply. He could not sleep. He was up at all hours of
the night walking through the tombs. He was a man in deep pain and
agony. He was being tortured by the demons that possessed him.

We can only
imagine what the disciples felt that day as they saw this demoniac
approaching them. Fear and terror would have been quite natural.
The trip across the lake, however, and seeing Jesus calm the storm
had been real preparation for what was going to happen.

When the demoniac
saw Jesus, he fell down crying out, "What do you want with us, Son
of God? Have you come here to torture us before the appointed
time?" (Matthew 8:29). Luke tells us that the man shouted at the
top of his voice begging the Lord not to torture him (Luke 8:28).
There are several things we need to notice here.

Notice first that
the voice that spoke was the voice of the evil spirits in the man.
They had control of not only his body but also his voice. This man
had no will of his own. The words he spoke were the words of the
demons in him.

Second, notice
that these evil spirits needed no introduction to the Lord Jesus.
They knew who he was and what he had come to do. They were
terrified of Jesus. They had been terrorizing the whole region.
They feared no one in that region but when they saw the Lord Jesus
they shouted out in absolute terror. They saw in him the one who
could destroy them and send them away to a place of eternal agony.
These demons feared the Lord. They feared what he would do to them.
They feared being sent to hell. They knew the terror of hell and
did not want to go there. If the demons themselves fear hell how
great must be its terror!

Notice, thirdly
that the demons bowed to the Lord. They were obligated to bow to
him. They knew they were in the presence of one who was much
greater than they were. As much as they hated him, they still bowed
in his presence. Every knee will one day bow to the Lord Jesus
(Philippians 2:10) even the demons themselves will have to fall at
his feet.

Finally, notice
that the demons knew they were defeated. They knew that there was
an appointed time for them to be judged and to go to that place of
torture. They asked Jesus if he had come to torture them before the
appointed time. Even Satan knows that his time is limited
(Revelation 12:12). He knows that he cannot win the battle but he
wants to do as much damage as possible.

When Jesus saw the
man, he commanded the demons to leave. The demons pleaded with
Jesus not to drive them out of that region. Luke 8:31 tells us that
“they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the
Abyss.” These demons feared hell. They did not want to go there.
They begged Jesus not to send them there before their time.

Jesus asked the
demon his name. The demon told Jesus that his name was Legion. He
had that name because there were many demons. The demons asked
Jesus to send them into the herd of pigs that were grazing in the
fields not far away.

With one word, the
Lord Jesus commanded them to go to the herd of pigs. The pigs
immediately rushed down the steep bank and into the lake where they
perished. It would have been a very disturbing sight to see. The
demons acted according to their destructive nature and killed the
whole herd of pigs. We are not told where they went from there.

Those who were
tending the pigs ran off to the town and told the town folk what
had happened. Upon hearing the news, they came to see Jesus. When
they arrived, they saw the demoniac clothed and in his right mind.
Luke 8:37 tells us that they asked Jesus to go because they were
overcome with fear. What they saw that day was a power greater than
the demonic power that had terrorized them for years. They feared
that power and what it could do to them. They did not want it in
their midst.

The prophets of
old also experienced this powerful presence. Isaiah fell before God
feeling that he was coming apart at the seams (Isaiah 6:4-5). John
fell as though he were dead at the presence of Jesus (Revelation
1:17). There was an awesome sense of the power and presence of God
that day that caused great fear in the minds and hearts of those
present. They were not ready to surrender to that power. They were
not ready to make things right and so they asked him to leave.
There are many people who are running from God today because they
too are afraid of him and his power. They fear to surrender, so
they run for their lives.

Jesus did not
debate with these individuals. He listened to what they said and he
and the disciples got in the boat to leave. The man from whom the
demons were cast begged Jesus to let him come with him but Jesus
told him to stay. He told him to tell his family how much Jesus had
done for him and how he had shown mercy toward him. The man heard
what Jesus had to say and went throughout that region proclaiming
to everyone that would listen to him how much the Lord had done for
him. People were amazed at his incredible testimony.

The amazing thing
about this story is that this man was the only one who was touched
that day. Jesus crossed the lake for him. Jesus touched this one
life and sent him on his way. That one man would in turn powerfully
impact the community in which he lived. Jesus did not take try to
reach that region himself. He simply empowered some-one else to do
it. Each of us has a role to play.






For
Consideration:


	
What does this
passage teach us about hell?



	
What does this
passage tells us about the power of Jesus over the forces of
hell?



	
What do we learn
about the work of evil spirits?



	
What encouragement
do you receive from the fact that the Lord can so radically change
a life like that of the demoniac?



	
What role does the
Lord Jesus have for you to play?





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord
that he is greater than the forces of hell.



	
Thank the Lord
that he is able to deliver you from the strongholds of the
enemy.



	
Ask the Lord to
show you your role in the kingdom of God.



	
Take a moment to
ask the Lord to reveal to those around you the reality and terror
of hell.








Chapter 4 - THE
WOMAN WHO TOUCHED JESUS'GARMENT






Read Matthew
9:18-22; Mark 5:21-34; Luke 8:40-48

According to Mark
5:21 and Luke 8:40 when Jesus and his disciples crossed the lake
after healing the Gerasene demoniac they were again confronted by a
large crowd. Luke 8:40 tells us that this crowd expected Jesus.
They came with their needs and burdens. They wanted Jesus to heal
their diseases and solve their problems but they were quite
unwilling to give up everything to follow him.

As Jesus was by
the shore, a ruler of the synagogue came to him and asked him to
come to his house. He had a young twelve-year old daughter who was
dying. He begged Jesus to touch her so that she would live. Jesus
decided to go with this man to his house. The crowd followed Jesus.
Luke tells us that the crowd almost crushed Jesus (Luke 8:42). This
is an indication of just how many people were gathered around him.
Many of these people were desperate. They wanted to get close to
the Lord. Everyone wanted him to heal their sickness. The only way
to get to him was to push through the crowds. You can imagine the
confusion as the people all tried to get to Jesus.

Among the people
present was a woman who had a blood problem. She was subject to
bleeding for twelve years. Mark tells us that she had suffered much
because of this condition. She had been to many doctors but none
could heal her. She had spent all she had and her problem had only
gotten worse. When she heard that Jesus was in the region, she was
among those present in the crowd. She saw Jesus as her only
hope.

The crowd was so
large that the woman did not feel she could ever have a personal
audience with the Lord. Perhaps she felt somewhat unworthy of his
attention. She believed, however, that if only she could touch the
hem of his garment she could be healed.

What we need to
understand here is that the Law of Moses stated that a woman who
had such a disease was ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 15:19). Any
garment she touched would become unclean and so would the person
who wore the garment.

Pushing her way
through the crowd, the woman got close to the Lord Jesus. She
reached out and touched the hem of his garment. She did not want to
be noticed. She felt she could touch his hem and nobody would know.
There were so many people present that day that people may have
been bumping up against Jesus anyway. When she touched his garment
she was immediately healed. Her bleeding stopped. She knew
something had happened.

Jesus also was
aware that something had happened. Mark tells us that he felt power
leaving him. Each miracle cost Jesus something. This work was an
exhausting work. When he felt this power leave, Jesus turned and
asked who had touched him. Luke tells us that those around him
denied that they had touched him. The woman herself did not come
forward. Peter reminded the Lord that the crowd was pressing up
against them and that someone could have easily touched him without
being aware of it. They felt that Jesus’ question was rather
foolish in this context.

Jesus knew,
however, that someone had touched him and had been healed. He kept
looking through the crowd to find the person who had touched him.
Luke tells us that the woman, who had been hiding in the crowd,
realized that she could not go unnoticed. She knew that the Lord
Jesus would find her. She came to him and fell at his feet. She
trembled as she came. She was filled with terrible fear as she lay
at his feet (Mark 5:33). She told Jesus how the moment she touched
his garment she was healed.

Why does this
woman tremble at the feet of Jesus? She did not know what to
expect. She, as an unclean person, had touched the Lord Jesus. Now
that his eyes were on her, she may have felt guilty for her
boldness. While she was healed, she now trembled because she was in
the presence of the Son of God. Would he punish her for her
boldness? Would he strike her for defiling his garment? The law
said she should not have touched him. She knew this. She had broken
the law in approaching him. She was guilty and unclean as she stood
in the presence of the Messiah. She dared not even look in his
eyes. She lay with her face in the dirt awaiting her judgment.

Jesus understood
her fear. He saw her trembling at his feet. He spoke directly to
that fear. "Take heart, my daughter," he said (Matthew 9:22). Jesus
did not condemn her. He affirmed her. He told her that her faith
had healed her. "Go in peace," he told her (Luke 8:48). "Be freed
from your suffering" (Mark 5:34). From that moment on she was
healed. Never again did this sickness return.

It is particularly
important to understand why the Lord so intentionally called her
out from the crowd. She had been healed. Why would the Lord not
leave until she had been identified? There may be several important
reasons for this.

First, the
identifying of this woman showed the crowd the grace and mercy of
God. We have already seen how this woman was unclean. She dared to
approach the Lord Jesus. Jesus did not condemn her. Instead, he
accepted her. Maybe you feel like this woman. You feel unclean and
unworthy of the Lord's affection and forgiveness. You are afraid of
what he will say to you. You lay at his feet trembling. You know
you are guilty. The Lord wants to reach out to you like he did to
this lady. He wants to forgive you and heal you. We come as guilty
sinners but we come to a God of tremendous mercy and
forgiveness.

Second, by
identifying her, the Lord showed this woman that she was not to
hide her light. She had experienced a wonderful blessing from the
Lord. She had been healed from a twelve-year disease. She was
keeping this to herself. She was hiding her light. Jesus called her
forth. She had to stand before the crowd and share what the Lord
had done for her. She had to testify to his goodness and mercy. Has
the Lord done something in your life? Don't be like this lady and
hide your light. When Jesus healed the Gerasene demoniac, he told
him to go back to his family and tell them what the Lord had done
for him. This woman feared not only Jesus but also the crowd. She
needed to be set free from her fear of what others might think. She
needed to be willing to let her light shine.

Third, this woman
needed to recognize and confess her sin. She had touched the hem of
his garment as an unclean person. She had stolen a blessing from
him. She came trembling with fear because of her sin. She came as
an unclean sinner. She needed to understand her sin before she
could truly understand the forgiveness and mercy of the Lord toward
her. All too many people do not confront their sin. They want to be
healed but they do not want to admit that they are sinners. Unless
we understand and confront our sin, we will not be able to
understand what the Lord has done for us and live in the victory he
provides.

Finally, Jesus
needed to confirm his blessing on her healing. This lady did not go
unnoticed. Jesus singled her out. He felt she was important enough
to stop what he was doing to spend a moment with her. Remember that
the Lord is going to the home of a child who was dying. Every
moment counted. Jesus stopped what he was doing to notice and speak
to this woman. Up until this point the blessing this woman had
received was stolen. She had never asked Jesus for this healing,
she simply took it. Had Jesus not called her out, she would have
left healed but not aware of the depth of the Lord's love for her.
By calling her out, Jesus confirmed the miracle and gave his
blessing to it. He assured her that it was his will that she be
healed. He seals the healing and affirms his love for her
personally. He sent her on her way with a deep awareness of her
unworthiness but an even deeper awareness of his wonderful love,
forgiveness and healing as well as a commission to let her light
shine and not be ashamed to telling others what the Lord had done
for her.






For
Consideration:


	
What does this
passage tells us about the importance of recognizing and confessing
our sin?



	
What do we learn
here about the importance of "letting our light shine?" Does your
light shine for him?



	
What do we learn
here about the love and com-passion of the Lord for
individuals?



	
What has the Lord
Jesus done for you personally?





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
give you boldness to let your light shine more brightly for
him.



	
Thank the Lord for
his mercy and compassion. Thank him that he notices you
personally.



	
Thank the Lord
that he always has time for you.








Chapter 5 -
JAIRUS' DAUGHTER






Read Matthew
9:23-26; Mark 5:35-43; Luke 8:49-56

Jesus was on his
way to the home of Jairus, one of the leaders of the synagogue. His
twelve-year old daughter was sick and at the point of dying. On his
way there Jesus healed the woman who touched the hem of his
garment. According to Mark and Luke, it was while the Lord was
speaking to the woman that one of Jairus’ servants came with the
news his daughter had just died.

Jesus had stopped
to speak with the woman and as a result this young girl had died.
What would the woman, healed of her blood flow, have felt hearing
this news? We are not told. Jesus told Jairus, however, not to be
afraid, but to believe, and his daughter would be healed.

Mark tells us that
the Lord refused to allow the crowd to come any further. He went to
the home of Jairus with Peter, James and John. He was also
accompanied by Jairus and his wife (Luke 8:51). When they arrived
at the home, Jesus noticed the flute players playing their mournful
tunes. A crowd had gathered to mourn the loss of this young girl.
There was a lot of commotion and noise with all the wailing and
grieving.

Jesus approached
the crowd and told them to stop wailing. He told them that the girl
was only asleep. We should not think here that the child had not
died. Her death had already been confirmed. The funeral was
underway. When Jesus said that this young girl was asleep he spoke
as one who knew that she would rise again. The death of this young
girl was not permanent. She would be healed and go on to live a
normal life.

This story reminds
us of Lazarus in John 11:38-43. Jesus allowed him to die so that
the glory of God could be revealed. Jesus was delayed by the woman
who had touched the hem of his garment but that delay would
accomplish an even greater purpose. God would receive greater
glory. There are times when we encounter obstacles on our pathway.
Realize that these obstacles are under God’s control. He will
accomplish his purposes in his time.

I like to think of
Jairus in this scene. What was he thinking when Jesus was delayed
by the woman who touched his garment. I have to admit that there
are times when my stress level begins to mount because things are
not happening the way I would like them to happen. If I were Jairus
I would likely have been trying to get Jesus to move a little
faster. I would have been explaining to him that my daughter was
very soon going to die. When the message arrived that his daughter
was dead, there would probably have been many questions in Jairus’
mind. Why did Jesus not come sooner? Why did he stop for that
woman? What we need to see here is that the delay was all part of
the plan. We need to learn how to trust the Lord more. We need to
trust that the obstacles and delays are also under his control and
he will use them for his glory in our lives. The power of God would
be revealed in an even greater way now that Jesus had been delayed
and Jairus’ daughter had died.

When Jesus told
the crowd to go away because the young lady was only sleeping the
crowd laughed at him. Luke tells us that they knew Jairus’ daughter
was dead. They laughed because they felt that he didn't know what
he was talking about.

Jesus took his
disciples and the girl’s parents with him and went in to where the
girl was lying. He took the girl by the hand and said "Talitha
koum!" (Mark 5:41). These were Aramaic words meaning “little girl,
I say to you, get up.” Mark alone gives us the actual words Jesus
spoke. The words spoken by Jesus that day were so powerful that
Mark does not seem to want to translate them. With these simple
words, the power of God was released. Immediately the girl stood up
and walked around. Jesus told the parents to give her something to
eat.

Both Mark and Luke
tell us that Jesus gave strict orders that the parents were not to
let anyone know what had happened. There was no way, however, that
they could hide the fact that their daughter was alive. The news of
her healing spread throughout the region. Jesus was not telling
them to hide their daughter. What he was telling them, however, was
not to go out of the way to spread the details of what had happened
that day. Jesus knew what the response of the crowd would be. The
crowds already pressed in on him. We can only imagine what would
have happened had they started bringing their dead to Jesus asking
him to heal them as well. This miracle was not intended for the
crowd. It was intended to minister to this particular family.

We see here the
wonderful power of God over death itself. We should find tremendous
hope and comfort in his power over every obstacle that comes our
way. Nothing is outside of his control.






For
Consideration:


	
What has been your
response to the obstacles that come on your pathway? What is the
challenge of this passage for you?



	
What does the Lord
teach us here about his sovereign control over all things? What
issues are you facing right now? Is he in control of those issues?
What encouragement do you find in this?



	
In the story of
the woman healed from her flow of blood, Jesus called her to
testify to what he had done for her. Here in this story, however,
Jesus told the parents not to tell anyone what he had done. Are
there things God does for us that he wants us to keep to ourselves?
Explain.





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord for
the obstacles he has allowed to come into your path and for the
lessons they have taught you in life?



	
Thank the Lord
that there is not a problem he cannot solve.



	
Ask the Lord to
give you more patience as you wait on him and his timing.



	
Ask the Lord to
give you grace to understand when he wants you to share what he has
done and when he wants you to keep these things to yourself.











Chapter 6 - THE
BLIND MEN AND THE MUTE DEMONIAC






Read Matthew
9:27-34

Jesus had raised
Jairus' daughter from the dead. After ministering to this family,
Jesus and his disciples left the region. Two blind men followed
them.

As the blind men
followed Jesus they cried out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David"
(Matthew 9:27). The expression "Son of David" is significant. This
title was used by the Jews to speak of the Messiah. By calling him
the Son of David the blind men are stating that they believed he
was the Messiah who was to come.

Matthew tells us
that Jesus went indoors and the blind men followed him (Matthew
9:28). Why does Jesus take them indoors? At this point in his
ministry, the Lord has been challenging those he healed to be quiet
about their healing. He told the family of Jairus that they were
not to spread the news of how he had raised their daughter from the
dead. Instead of healing these blind men in public, Jesus found a
private location where he could spend some time with them alone,
away from the crowd.

When Jesus was
alone with the men, he asked them if they really believed that he
could heal them. The men had very obviously been blind for some
time. It was hard to imagine being able to see again. Standing in
front of Jesus now they were forced to examine their faith. Did
they really believe or were they just hoping he could do something?
There is a world of difference between believing generally that
Jesus can heal and believing that he will heal you personally. They
had heard about how Jesus had healed others but did they believe
that he would do the same for them?

The blind men told
Jesus that they did believe. Jesus touched their eyes and said:
"According to your faith will it be done to you" (Matthew 9:29).
Their sight was restored that very moment. They did believe. How
important it is that we see what Jesus is teaching us here. Examine
your prayer list. Do you really believe that God will answer your
prayers? He may not answer them the way you think but are you aware
that when you pray, you are presenting your request before the King
of kings and Lord of lords? You don't walk up to a king and ask him
for things you don't really even want. You don't ask him for things
you don't believe he can give you. We need to come with hearts that
truly believe what we are asking. We need to come trusting that he
can and will do something about our request.

When they had been
healed, the Lord Jesus told them that they were not to tell anyone
what had happened. Matthew tells us that Jesus “warned them
sternly” (Matthew 9:30). Again the reason for this seems to be
be-cause the crowd would have pressed in even more to Jesus with
their needs. Jesus was constantly being swamped with people and
their needs. We need to remember here that Jesus, though he was the
Son of God was also human just like us. He felt tired and knew what
it was like to be overwhelmed by the crowds.

How often have
people demanded our time and energy? We become slaves to people and
their needs. The apostle Paul had to deal with this problem in his
ministry. In Galatians 1:10 he wrote:

“Am I now
trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a
servant of Christ.”

People will demand
our time and energy, but are we doing what God requires? I have
seen too many pastors become slaves to their congregations. They
live their lives trying to please the members of their church
rushing from one need to another. Jesus teaches us that there are
times when we will have to ignore the needs around us to do the
will of the Father.

While Jesus
sternly warned the blind men not to say anything, they went from
that place spreading the news of what Jesus had done. This would no
doubt have encouraged even more people to come to Jesus with their
needs and illnesses.

Leaving that
place, Jesus encountered a man who was possessed by an evil spirit.
The demons had bound his tongue so he could not speak. Jesus drove
the demon out of the man and he began to speak.

The crowd was
amazed. “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel,” they said
(Matthew 9:33). The Pharisees, however, were not convinced. They
saw the miracles but told those present that Jesus had performed
this miracle by the power of Satan.

The individuals we
have spoken of in this section needed healing in different ways.
There is no reference in the story of the blind men to any demonic
oppression. Their problem was physical in nature. Jesus ministered
to them physically. On the other hand, the man who was mute was
suffering from a demonic presence in his life. To deal with his
problem Jesus needed to cast out the demon. The battle we are
engaged in has many faces. Each situation needs to be examined
independently. The solution to each problem will be different. We
need great discernment and wisdom as we seek to advance the
kingdom.






For
Consideration:


	
What does this
passage teach us about the importance of faith in our prayers?



	
Have you ever
found yourself coming to God with requests that you really did not
believe God would answer? How should we come to God in prayer?



	
What does this
passage teach us about the ability of demons to afflict us
physically?



	
Have you ever
found yourself being a slave to people and not a servant of God?
Give an example.





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
increase your faith so that you can pray believing that he will
answer as he promised.



	
Ask the Lord to
give you greater discernment to be able to minister to those who
come to you.



	
Ask the Lord to
keep you from being a slave to people. Ask him to help you to
follow his leading and direction in your ministry and life.











Chapter 7 -
REJECTED IN NAZARETH


Read Matthew
13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6

As the Son of God,
the Lord Jesus was turned away from towns. Many did not understand
or appreciate his message. He knew what it was like to preach and
have people refuse his word. People turned their back on him. He
knew the pain of rejection.

Here in these next
passages the Lord Jesus returned to Nazareth, his hometown. On the
Sabbath day he went to the synagogue and began to teach. The people
who gathered to hear him that day knew him well. Jesus had grown up
in their midst.

When the people of
Nazareth heard Jesus preach they were astonished at his words. They
wondered where he got his wisdom and power to perform such
incredible miracles. They were amazed at what they saw and heard.
Jesus’ words demonstrated the wisdom of God. They were unlike the
words of the teachers of the Law. Jesus spoke with power. His
ministry was anointed by the Holy Spirit.

Evidence of the
hand of God was on Jesus, but the people of Nazareth had a real
problem with Jesus and his claims. They knew him as a young boy.
They knew his earthly father and mother. To them, he was just a
carpenter's son. His brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas were
living in the community. Jesus also had sisters who lived in the
region of Nazareth. The inhabitants of that town could not believe
that Jesus could be anyone great, certainly not the Messiah. They
somehow felt that the Messiah would have come from a greater
family. They could not believe that anything great could come from
their town.

There are a couple
of points we need to see here. The first is how the Lord God is
willing to use what seems to be small in the eyes of this world to
do a wonderful work. The citizens of Nazareth could not imagine
that God could use such an insignificant family to raise up the
Messiah of Israel. God did just that. He delights in doing great
things through small people.

The second point
to consider is how often we limit God. By not believing that God
could use the small and insignificant, the people of Nazareth
limited what Jesus did in their midst. Somehow we believe that God
can use other people but not us. Sometimes we go through life not
expecting anything from God. We don't believe he will use us and so
we don't step out.

The Lord recently
challenged me in this area of my life through a passage from Mark
4:25 which says:

With the
measure you use, it will be measured to you--and even more.

What kind of a
measure are you using? The people of Nazareth did not have a very
big measure. Their expectations were very low. Many people live
their lives with very small expectations from God. They settle into
a sense of apathy. They don't expect much and they don't get much.
I believe that the Lord Jesus wanted to shatter this “Nazareth
mentality.” He came to Nazareth to show them the power and wisdom
of God. He came to demonstrate to them that God had raised up the
Messiah from their midst and that he could do amazing things.

Both Matthew and
Mark tell us that the people of Nazareth were “deeply offended” by
the things Jesus taught. These are strong words. His words, though
powerful and anointed by the Spirit, were offensive. The people
could not accept them.

Seeing their
rejection, the Lord told them that a prophet was honoured
everywhere but in his own home town and among his own family. It is
quite easy to believe that God can use others. It is much more
difficult to believe he can use people we have grown up with. We
see the weak-nesses of our own family. We have seen them at their
worst. We know what they are like. We have a hard time believing
that God could use them.

The result of this
mentality was that Jesus did only a few miracles in that region.
Their unbelief kept the Lord from doing greater things. These
people did not believe and so they received very little from the
Lord that day. If you want to see the Lord work, you need to step
out in belief. You need to crush the mentality that says that God
would not be interested in doing anything in you. The reality of
the matter is
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