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Stephen R. Covey, author of First Things First, introduced a persuasive illustration, demonstrating the importance of prioritizing and focusing on the principal things of life.  Using a mason jar, rocks, and gravel, he postulated that the order in which we accomplish tasks can be critical.  First, he poured gravel into the jar and placed the rocks on top.  They would not all fit.  The opposite occurred when he filled the jar with the “big rocks” prior to adding the gravel.  His point?  If you prioritize the “big rocks” first, the other things will all fall into place (Covey, Stephen A, et. al. 1994).  

This book focuses on the “big rocks” of salvation.  Christians tend to get sidetracked by the “little rocks” of the faith.  We are often preoccupied with what clothes are appropriate, what hair styles are acceptable, how much makeup is too much, how many church members do we have, how much money do we raise, who do we know, who knows our name, and the list goes on.  I won’t debate the merits of such things, but I am confident they are not among the core aspects of salvation. 

We spend a significant amount of time assimilating new believers into our Christian culture by pouring into them countless “little rocks.”  Ultimately, they rarely learn the most important aspects of our faith.  The goal of this book is to focus our attention on the “big rocks” and discuss them in the context of God’s plan for human restoration.  

Each chapter provides an independent study of the critical aspects of salvation.  This study guide will test the accuracy of the reader’s beliefs, preconceptions, and doctrines.   We will explore the fall of man, God’s covenant and relationship with mankind, and many other “big rocks” necessary to understand God’s holistic plan of salvation.  The reader will ultimately see their destiny through the lens of God’s perfect plan.  

Casual reader beware.  This book is for those who value their relationship with God and are committed to understanding what they claim to believe.  Therefore, the entertainment value of this book is low.  Those seeking self-help messages will likewise not find satisfaction.  However, those who desire to help themselves to the word of God and seek to confidently explain their faith will cherish every moment spent within the pages that follow.  If you can relate to the latter, you have the book, now get your Bible, and let’s begin.
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​Introduction
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When I began writing this book, my sole objective was to simply compile revelations gleamed from scripture as they pertained to soteriology, the doctrine of salvation.  As I transcribed my thoughts, God began to illuminate His word, and I realized that the things revealed were but a glimpse of what He intended to impart.  Soon, I discovered the simplicity of salvation as well as its complexity. 

Most things in life appear simple, but unseen complexities lurk beneath the surface.  Computers, for instance, are perfect examples of simplicity disguising complexity.  Those who design computers aim to make them as user-friendly as possible.  Companies that achieve the most modern, practical, convenient, and applicable design should expect to sell the most computers – if we ignore the power of marketing.  The number of American households owning at least one computer increased from 8.2% to 75.6% from 1984 to 2011 (U.S. Census Bureau 2013).  We can assume that among those that are well acquainted with their computers can at least surf the web, draft a document, check email, track friends on Facebook, etc.  However, most lack the knowledge necessary to appreciate the complex code and circuitry required to perform these actions. 

If you have worked with computers, you know that turning them on is simple, opening a file is simple, sending an e-mail is simple, and turning them off is simple.  It’s what we find on the inside of the computer that makes it a complex machine.  There are wires, gadgets, drives, motherboards, fuses, capacitors, processors, etc., which are quite confusing to the unfamiliar eye.  Likewise, when you unscrew the panel of salvation and look inside, you will see things that are not understandable without being led by the One who provided the inspiration and dictation of its contents.  God made salvation simple for us to obtain, but His plan to make it a reality is complex and strewn with manifold mysteries.  

God purchased salvation and offers it to everyone as a free gift with no strings attached.  This is the simplicity of the gospel or “good news.”  The familiar verse in the book of John says it best: “For God loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  It could not be simpler.  Deny Him as truth and perish or accept Him as truth and live eternally.

The intent of this book is to help potential believers make the right choice, provide new converts with a basic understanding of salvation, and stimulate spiritual growth and understanding in mature believers.  In the chapters that follow, we will go behind the panel and expose the inner workings of salvation.  We will explore, define, and seek to understand the greatest miracle God has ever performed, the simple but complex work of salvation.

There are so many aspects of salvation; no one could compile or explain them all in a single, comprehensive document.  The Bible, in its completeness, does not explicitly explain all the mysteries of salvation.  It would take countless years to completely articulate the doctrine of salvation. 

Mysteries are revealed as we pray and study God’s word, but in all my praying and studying, I’ve discovered that there is so much more to God than I can imagine.  The more I know, the more I realize how much I don’t know.  God reveals truths to me, others, and to you.  Therefore, we must view what God reveals to us, in light of what He reveals to others.  In this way, Christian fellowship presents the opportunity for believer’s to enrich their spiritual understanding through joint knowledge. 
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Chapter 1  ​​​​
Broken Relationship
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Genesis 1:27


Those who trust in God must find the strength and faith to reconcile historical facts, scientific theories, and philosophical rationalizations that appear to stand in opposition to the biblical account of the human existence.  For example, archeologists have discovered fossils of creatures never mentioned from Genesis to Revelation.  In fact, there are hundreds of dinosaur parks and museums across the country and the world.  How can creatures so massive be left out of the book designed to teach man his history and lead him to his God?  Surely an omniscient God would have known that man would unearth the bones of these creatures.  

Many have suffered turmoil, grief, and strife at the hands of humanity and natural disasters.  Countless people lost their lives in World War I and II, American Civil War, Vietnam War, Gulf War I and II, and several in between.  The African slave trade, Christian crusades, and genocide of Jews at the hands of Nazi Germany were massacres committed without an appreciable respect for life.  The devastation and loss of life resulting from humanity’s violent tendencies is only rivaled by earthquakes, tsunamis, tornados, wildfires, hurricanes, and winter storms, leaving us without a suitable defense for their fury.  How could He allow this to be?  Surely an omnipotent God could prevent such atrocities.  

Others say that history is written by the victor and suggest that the idea of an unadulterated biblical history is a naive notion.  Why would He allow such men of bad character to annotate and translate His ideas for future generations?  A God of perfection would not allow his virtue to be tainted by evil men.  In their search for God, for some, these are stumbling blocks in the path to spiritual liberty. 

I don’t claim to have all the answers to these difficult questions, but most can be answered in Genesis 1:1.  The first four words of the Bible are “In the beginning God...” Every word thereafter is written that man may know and understand his purpose and God’s will.  We often assume that the beginning is a reference to the beginning of time.  Well, it is and it isn’t.  This “beginning” is a reference to the time of man’s existence.  He began creation with the heavens and the earth.  Scientists say it took millions of years for the earth/universe to transition from a state of chaos to a state predictable and hospitable enough to sustain life.  However, God said He took a planet that “was without form and void” and shaped it in one day.  I do not have a problem believing both.  

The two views are easily reconciled when we follow the framework of Newton’s first law of motion (Holton 1992).  From the motion of the stars, we discover that the earth spins, but the rotation is not apparent to those who are rotating with the earth.  We also know that the sun rises and sets because the earth is spinning.  Furthermore, man’s concept of time is based on the sun rising and setting and how long it takes to complete the cycle.  Prior to the rotation of the earth or its orbit around the sun, time for humanity was undefined.  How would one define time in the absence of these markers?  

This is not a hypothetical question.  It is a great unknown.  God created the earth on the first day, but the sun was not created until the fourth day.  Prior to the existence of the sun and the moon, what constituted a day?  How many hours were in the first day, which Genesis 1:5 calls the evening and morning?  Is this a case where He made something in an instant with the semblance of time?  Can it be compared to the miracle Jesus performed at a wedding feast in Cana, where He turned water into wine, which was better than the naturally aged wine provided earlier in the feast (John 2:1-10)?  An all-powerful God could have made the heavens and the earth in an instant, but how long is an instant in the context of eternity?  What is the conversion factor for the number of days it took to create the world without the sun verses with the sun as a reference? 

After creating the earth and all that dwell therein, God made man.  Adam was not made for companionship, as some suggest.  He was made to maintain the earth and its inhabitants.  This is not to say that God did not love his creation: He did.  God was not lonely nor did He need someone to talk to.  He made man to tend to His creation (Genesis 2:15).  

God is a lover of life, and from Him, all life flows.  Artists can only paint what they see; musicians can only play what they hear; writers can only inscribe what they feel; and only God can produce life.  He is the reservoir of life.  God spoke and life came forth, and He said it was good.  On the sixth day, He made man after His own image and likeness.  Now, when He looked at the earth, He saw somewhat of a reflection of Himself.  This made the whole of creation, in His words, “very good.”

The creation story, however, did not end with the making of man.  The climax of the creation story happened when God made woman.  She was the solution to man’s innate need for companionship (Genesis 2:18).  This gift of companionship was intended to be so strong that the man would forsake all earthly ties to become one with his wife.  The resultant sense of devotion shared by Adam and Eve would ultimately take them on a life changing journey.  

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​​​​​​​Misery Loves Company
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​​​​​Consider The Source


And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.

Genesis 3:4


The ability to discern between a true friend and those who simply present themselves as friends is an essential life skill.  A friend’s integrity is never lacking, and they will always have your best interest in mind.  Eve failed to learn this valuable lesson.  Not knowing that Jehovah is the greatest friend of all, she chose poorly from whom to take advice.  Genesis 3:4 tells us that the serpent, whether a serpent possessed by Satan or Satan himself, was responsible for deceiving Eve and subsequently the fall of man.  

The wise use the wisdom of others, but understanding the difference between wisdom and waste is critical.  Wisdom, the ability to correctly apply knowledge, will afford you success.  Waste, or that which is barren, will unnecessarily expend time and resource and put you on a fast train to failure.  

Eve’s decision should have been clear.  If God created the serpent, how could the serpent be the wiser of the two?  She should have considered the source and realized that listening to the serpent was a waste of time and energy, which would lead to a waste of resources.  God, on the other hand, cannot lie.  If He has sworn it, He will perform it (Psalms 119:106).


And these words, which I command thee this day...thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9


God’s direction was clear, “the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden...ye shall not eat.”  He did not mince words.  In fact, He placed the tree in the middle of the garden – He did so knowing man would sin.  Why didn’t He put it in some obscure place?  Maybe it would have been better for man if the tree was in some far corner; but doing so would have been highly uncharacteristic.  When God speaks, He wants us to remember every word.  

The highest form of flattery is imitation. Echoing someone’s words is a clear indication that you were listening attentively.  Furthermore, it is a sign that you were influenced by the words enough to remember them.  God does not need nor seek our flattery, but He expects us to obey His instructions, which is incumbent upon remembering them.   

The tree in the midst of the garden was a constant, physical reminder to Adam and Eve.  It provided a visual stimulus to help them recall God’s verbal command.  We find a similar approach used in Numbers 15: 37-38.  God instructed the Israelites to place blue tassels on the corner of their garments to remind them of His commands.  In the case of Adam and Eve, the daily reminder did not work.  

Unfortunately for Eve, the encounters with the tree of knowledge eventually introduced her to a temptation beyond

​​​​​The Temptation












​​​​​You First 
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