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        “Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.”

        Maya Angelou
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      Never give up on love. Sometimes it just needs a little while to stew and sometimes the magic is just waiting for the right time to present itself.
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      The heat of summer had rolled in early and settled into Kismet Bay for the upcoming months. Caprecia Strange hated really hot days, but she loved basking in the sunlight. She realized those two things could be at odds with themselves, but she’d always had a contrary nature. But then lately she’d been a veritable grouch. She hadn’t had much to be particularly happy about. Misery had settled in and kept her company on the regular.

      She sighed. Her current state of mind didn’t do much for her cousin’s upcoming wedding. Holly had fallen in love with her fiancé, Nicholas Bell at Christmas and six months later they were ready to say their vows. She couldn’t imagine having such a whirlwind romance.

      It wasn’t as if she’d never been in love. She had. Still was… The problem was the guy she’d fallen head over heels for hadn’t wanted to stick around long enough to see if they had something real. He’d wanted to take his chances in the world outside of Kismet Bay. Where no one knew him and he had the opportunity to seek fame and fortune.

      So far every one of his dreams had come true…

      Caprecia wished she could hate him, but she couldn’t. He’d done what he needed to do to find a measure of success. It sucked that it wasn’t with her, but she didn’t find fault with him because he found a life outside of Kismet Bay. Sometimes she wished she could too. Her family lived in the little coastal village and she owned a business with her sister Leilia. They ran Grape Flavors Winery and a vineyard on the outskirts of town. She was happy. Mostly.

      She wished she could find a way to brush away the sadness that permeated her entire being. It had settled in when she realized that she’d have to come face to face with the love of her life soon. He was returning for the wedding, and had somehow been roped into being a groomsman. She still didn’t quite understand how that had happened.

      And she was walking down the aisle with him.

      Sure she should be ecstatic, but she wasn’t. Unfortunately, no one knew about her connection to Gawain Daly. They’d had a secret love they hadn’t been willing to share with the world. He’d been one of the knights the town admired and she was one of the Strange women the townspeople watched closely. The Strange family were a celebrity of sorts in the town of Kismet Bay. As small towns went, they were a huge part of it. A lot of the businesses in Kismet Bay were owned and operated by a Strange. So while the saying everyone knows everybody applied to the village, it went far deeper than that for the Strange family. Not only did everyone know everybody, they all knew far too many intimate details about her and her family.

      So she’d kept her romance with Gawain a secret. He hadn’t minded. They liked their private meetings and the uninterrupted kisses. When they met it was just the two of them and the rest of the world faded to black. It was wonderful and they had one summer filled with endless days and star studded nights.

      Until he left for Hollywood…

      Then he had left her behind and not once had he looked back. He’d found instant success and his gorgeous face graced more movies than she’d ever imagined. If she wanted to see him or hear his sexy voice she’d just have to pop one in and get lost. Caprecia hated to admit that she’d done that far more than she should have since he’d left. Every time his face appeared on her television she was instantly thrown back to that summer and the hot kisses they had shared. More often than not tears fell freely and she’d ended up three bottles of wine deep and curled into a ball on her couch.

      It hadn’t been pretty…

      So now, she refused to watch a Gawain Daly movie or she’d lose what was left of her dignity. Luckily, no one forced the issue. She didn’t relish explaining why she hated seeing him that way. It was a reminder of what she’d lost and would never again have. It hurt too much…

      And he was returning to Kismet Bay for a weekend. Sizzling days like the ones they’d shared in the past. There wouldn’t be endless summer days this time though—there was a clear end in sight, and honestly, always had been.

      She had just been too blind to see it back then—too much in love. She’d see him at the rehearsal and the wedding, then after that he’d head back to the shiny lights of Hollywood. He probably hadn’t even thought about her since he had left…

      Caprecia sighed and stared out at the waves crashing on the shore. It was a beautiful day and the beach was as lovely as ever, but she had to head to Grape Flavors. Leila would be waiting for her and they had a lot to do before the rehearsal dinner the next day. They had champagne to sort and wine to box up. Holly had placed an order exclusively at their winery for all her wedding’s alcoholic needs.

      Both Caprecia and Leilia were grateful of course, but it also meant work on a lovely summer afternoon. Perhaps that was for the best. If she stayed on the beach any longer she’d get lost in her memories again and the tears would start to fall in truth. If she returned to the winery with red eyes and blotchy cheeks her sister would have questions.

      Questions she wouldn’t want to answer…

      So while she would love to wade her feet in the waves as they crashed to shore she didn’t take her shoes off and give into the urge. Caprecia shook her head and headed to the boardwalk. She’d stroll leisurely to her shop and maybe she wouldn’t be so melancholy by the time she reached Grape Flavors. Somehow, some way, she’d find a way to paste a smile on her face. Holly didn’t need anything to disturb her wedding day…least of all Caprecia’s broken heart.

    

  

This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/endless.jpg






