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    At the crossroads of survival and sovereignty, Jacob Abbott’s Queen Elizabeth portrays a young princess who must convert private vulnerability into public authority, tracing how careful prudence, studied spectacle, and disciplined self-command can steady a divided realm while testing the limits of conscience, counsel, and contingency in a world where a woman’s claim to rule is contested, religious loyalties fracture communities, courts swarm with rival agendas, and each gesture from the throne doubles as negotiation, warning, and promise, binding personal character to national destiny and turning the hazards of succession into a sustained experiment in political imagination.

First appearing in the mid-nineteenth century as part of Abbott’s Makers of History series, this volume is a work of popular narrative biography that renders the politics of sixteenth-century England in clear, accessible prose. Its stage is Tudor Britain and the European arena that surrounded it, from court chambers to embassies and coastal roads. Designed for a broad readership, including younger students, the book combines historical synthesis with vivid scene-setting, emphasizing character and decision rather than archival minutiae. Its nineteenth-century vantage point shapes the presentation, but the focus remains squarely on events and motives that shaped the emergence of Elizabeth’s rule.

Abbott begins with the hazards that attend Elizabeth’s birth and upbringing within a volatile dynasty, then follows her path to the throne where uncertainty becomes the daily medium of governance. Without relying on technical legalities or dense theology, he sketches the pressures of faction, the weight of counsel, and the perils of reputation, moving briskly through decisive episodes while pausing to reflect on character. The voice is measured and instructive, more explanatory than argumentative, and the tone invites readers to consider how prudence, patience, and performance operate together. The result is a steady, spoiler-safe chronicle of early challenges and evolving strategy.

Power and legitimacy form the book’s central theme, closely tied to questions of gender and authority in a court culture that scrutinizes symbols as much as substance. Abbott shows how rulers must be seen as well as obeyed, and how religious allegiance and national security blur in a century preoccupied with conscience and conformity. The narrative examines the uses of counsel—when to heed, when to ignore—and the costs of delay versus decisive action. It also foregrounds education and discipline as instruments of rule, portraying a leader who learns to manage risk, cultivate allies, and measure ambition against stability.

Abbott’s method is to select illustrative scenes—journeys, audiences, negotiations, ceremonies—and arrange them in a clear sequence that places personalities within their material circumstances. He favors concrete actions over speculative psychology, allowing motives to emerge from choices, timing, and consequence. Brief authorial reflections punctuate the narrative, linking episodes to broader lessons about prudence, mercy, firmness, and statecraft. The pacing is even, the language plain, and the explanations of protocol, geography, and custom are concise enough for readers encountering Tudor history for the first time. This clarity sustains engagement without obscuring the complexity of competing interests that shape the crown.

For contemporary readers, the book resonates as a study in leadership under relentless scrutiny: the crafting of public image, the calibration of compromise, and the governance of a divided polity. Its portrait of competing narratives, diplomatic signaling, and strategic ambiguity will feel familiar in an age of rapid communication and global interdependence. Abbott’s attention to counsel and contingency invites reflection on how leaders weigh imperfect options, balance ideals with security, and accept responsibility for outcomes shaped by chance. The emphasis on education and self-mastery underscores a timeless argument that character, preparation, and restraint can strengthen institutions when crises multiply.

Queen Elizabeth endures because it offers an accessible entry point to a consequential reign without reducing it to legend or scandal. Readers will find a narrative that clarifies the stakes of succession, the uses of spectacle, and the moral strains of rule, while leaving ample room to explore specialized histories afterward. As a nineteenth-century account grounded in storytelling, it illuminates how earlier generations understood Tudor politics and why the dilemmas of legitimacy, belief, and power continue to fascinate. Approached as both history and mirror, Abbott’s study rewards attention with a disciplined portrait of leadership tested by uncertainty.
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    Jacob Abbott’s Queen Elizabeth, part of his Makers of History series, presents a narrative biography of Elizabeth I from dynastic origins to the defining challenges of her reign. Abbott frames Elizabeth’s story within the Tudor transformation of England, opening with Henry VIII’s marital decisions and the succession questions they created. He emphasizes the precariousness of legitimacy, the volatility of religious change, and the education of a princess never safe from reversal. The prose blends accessible storytelling with explanatory asides on geography, custom, and policy, setting a didactic tone that seeks moral insight alongside historical detail while keeping the plot line clear and steadily advancing.

He traces Elizabeth’s birth to Anne Boleyn and the swift collapse of her mother’s fortunes, which relegates the child to uncertainty and careful tutelage. Abbott attends to the household arrangements that shaped her intellect: learned tutors, classical languages, and the influence of Katherine Parr’s humanist piety. He describes the young princess’s reserve, quickness, and capacity for dissimulation as adaptive responses to danger. Court ceremonies, property grants, and movements between residences become set pieces illustrating how status could rise and fall overnight, and how the developing mind of Elizabeth learned the discipline, calculation, and restraint required to survive a treacherous atmosphere.

With Edward VI on the throne, Abbott recounts the perils surrounding the Lord Admiral, Thomas Seymour, whose designs entangled the adolescent Elizabeth in inquiry and rumor. The narrative emphasizes her measured statements, careful documentation, and reliance on trusted attendants to avert catastrophe. Mary I’s succession intensifies risk: religious reversals, factional purges, and Wyatt’s Rebellion sweep the realm. Abbott lingers over Elizabeth’s arrest and confinement, using the episode to illustrate her composure under interrogation and the importance of patronage networks. Throughout, he portrays prudence and patience as her chief defenses, qualities that prepare the ground for the decisive transition that follows.

Elizabeth’s accession becomes a study in statecraft. Abbott follows her first councils, the selection of William Cecil as principal adviser, and the measured pace by which she consolidates authority. Religious policy receives particular attention: statutes that redefine royal supremacy, arrangements for worship, and the calculated ambiguity that seeks stability over zeal. Ceremonial entries, coinage, and proclamations are read as instruments to knit a divided people to a new regime. The author highlights her habit of balancing counselors, testing options, and refusing to be hurried, presenting governance less as bold strokes than as accumulating choices that steadily narrow opponents’ room to maneuver.

From there, Abbott turns to the central political puzzle of marriage and succession. He surveys proposals from abroad and the pressures of domestic opinion, presenting Robert Dudley’s prominence at court alongside overtures connected to Habsburg and Valois interests. The narrative treats courtship as diplomacy by other means: a domain where calendars, entertainments, and letters help keep foreign powers hopeful, divided, and cautious. Abbott underscores how the image of the unmarried queen serves policy needs at home, rallying loyalty while deflecting factional dominance. The chaptering keeps the question open, focusing on calculations and consequences rather than romantic intrigue or private speculation.

As threats gather, Abbott develops the entanglement with Mary, Queen of Scots, into a sustained conflict over sovereignty, religion, and legitimacy. Conspiracies intersect with foreign designs, forcing Elizabeth to weigh principle against security and publicity against secrecy. Relations with Spain deteriorate through contested commerce, the Netherlands revolt, and privateering ventures that test the bounds of deniability. The book renders councils of war, coastal defenses, and naval preparations as the culmination of long policy arcs. A climactic maritime campaign against invasion becomes the emblem of the reign’s stakes, yet Abbott keeps emphasis on the processes that carried England to that moment.

In the later chapters, Abbott considers the maintenance of order after crisis: fiscal husbandry, regional administration, and the choreography of court that sustains royal presence. He notes the self-fashioning of the queen’s image and the flourishing of letters and spectacle surrounding it, while marking the strains of age, scarcity, and expectation. Without pressing into private recesses, he maps how favor, counsel, and discipline extended a workable settlement across shifting circumstances. The biography closes by extracting lessons on prudence, moderation, and the uses of pageantry in politics, and by situating Elizabeth’s reign as a touchstone for governance under pressure with lasting resonance.
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    Jacob Abbott’s Queen Elizabeth situates readers in sixteenth-century England, when the Tudor monarchy presided over a realm undergoing rapid religious and political change. London served as the kingdom’s administrative and commercial hub, while institutions such as the Privy Council, Parliament, and the royal courts coordinated governance. The universities at Oxford and Cambridge trained clergy and officials, and the expanding print trade circulated statutes, sermons, and news. England’s nobility and gentry anchored local authority through counties and boroughs. Across the Channel, continental rivalries and the Reformation reshaped diplomacy. Within this setting, the English crown’s authority and the church’s settlement defined daily allegiance.

Elizabeth’s world emerged from upheavals under her father, Henry VIII, who severed papal jurisdiction through the Act of Supremacy (1534) and dissolved monasteries, redirecting wealth and authority to the crown. Under Edward VI (1547–1553), Protestant reforms advanced through new liturgies and injunctions. Mary I (1553–1558) restored communion with Rome and enforced Catholic conformity, leading to executions that left a strong imprint on public memory. These reversals unsettled parishes, universities, and the law, and they framed expectations when Elizabeth ascended. The competing confessional programs, bolstered by European alliances, made religious policy a central test of legitimacy and stability.

Elizabeth became queen in 1558 and, with parliamentary assent in 1559, reestablished royal supremacy over the church and mandated common worship through the Act of Uniformity. This Elizabethan Religious Settlement retained episcopal governance and an English liturgy while allowing limited variation in practice. Royal Injunctions and visitations enforced conformity, and ecclesiastical courts handled discipline. The Privy Council, led by advisors such as William Cecil, coordinated policy amid pressures from Puritan reformers and Catholic recusants. By consolidating institutions rather than pursuing extremes, the crown aimed to reduce factional conflict and secure obedience across counties, towns, and universities.

Internationally, Elizabethan policy unfolded within a Europe dominated by Habsburg power and confessional rivalry. The Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis (1559) ended long Franco-Spanish wars but left unresolved tensions. The revolt in the Spanish Netherlands and Philip II’s maritime ambitions sharpened Anglo-Spanish competition. English seafarers engaged in privateering and long-distance voyages, and trading companies such as the Muscovy Company and the Levant Company expanded commerce. In 1588, the Spanish Armada’s failed invasion attempt enhanced England’s security and prestige. Overseas ventures, including efforts to plant a colony at Roanoke, signaled the beginnings of English imperial aspiration and Atlantic engagement.

The queen’s government relied on carefully managed patronage and record-keeping. William Cecil (later Lord Burghley) and Francis Walsingham developed administrative routines and intelligence networks that monitored dissent and foreign intrigue. Parliament met intermittently to grant subsidies and enact statutes, while Justices of the Peace implemented policy locally. Economic and social strains—enclosure, population growth, and the Price Revolution—prompted regulatory measures and poor relief codified in statutes of 1598 and 1601. Urban London expanded, and commercial theater flourished under licensed companies. The crown’s fiscal needs, religious uniformity, and public order concerns shaped policy debates that biographers inevitably foreground.

Dynastic insecurity and confessional strife converged around Mary, Queen of Scots, whose presence in England from 1568 generated persistent crises. Northern rebels rose in 1569, and conspiracies—such as the Ridolfi (1571), Throckmorton (1583), and Babington (1586) plots—sought foreign intervention and regime change. Papal excommunication of Elizabeth in 1570 intensified pressures on Catholic subjects, provoking tighter surveillance and fines for recusancy. The crown’s reliance on legal process, council oversight, and statute law underpinned responses to perceived treason. Anxiety about succession, legitimacy, and international war pervaded political life, supplying a central context for narratives of counsel and statecraft.

Jacob Abbott, an American educator and Congregationalist minister, wrote Queen Elizabeth as part of his Makers of History series for young readers in the mid-nineteenth century. He favored clear chronological narration, moral characterization, and digestible explanations of institutions, drawing heavily on English-language histories available to general audiences. The series presented notable rulers and conflicts as instructive episodes in civic virtue and prudent governance. Abbott’s intended readership included families and schools, and many editions were illustrated to sustain interest. His treatment of religious controversy reflects mainstream Anglo-American Protestant interpretations common in popular histories of his day.

Composed in a period of expanding mass education and inexpensive print, Abbott’s biography mirrors nineteenth-century confidence in history as a moral teacher. By emphasizing institutions—the crown, council, Parliament, and church settlement—and pivotal episodes like diplomatic rivalry and domestic conspiracy, the work echoes prevalent Anglo-American narratives of constitutional development and Protestant perseverance. It invites readers to assess prudence, counsel, and public order without requiring specialized scholarship. In this way, Queen Elizabeth reflects its author’s American Protestant milieu while offering a streamlined lens on Tudor statecraft, illustrating how popular history distilled complex transformations for a broad readership.
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The author of this series has made it his special object to confine himself very strictly, even in the most minute details which he records, to historic truth. The narratives are not tales founded upon history, but history itself, without any embellishment or any deviations from the strict truth, so far as it can now be discovered by an attentive examination of the annals written at the time when the events themselves occurred. In writing the narratives, the author has endeavored to avail himself of the best sources of information which this country affords; and though, of course, there must be in these volumes, as in all historical accounts, more or less of imperfection and error, there is no intentional embellishment. Nothing is stated, not even the most minute and apparently imaginary details, without what was deemed good historical authority. The readers, therefore, may rely upon the record as the truth, and nothing but the truth, so far as an honest purpose and a careful examination have been effectual in ascertaining it.
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1533–1536

Greenwich.

The hospital.

Its inmates.

Greenwich Observatory[1].

Manner of taking time.

Travelers, in ascending the Thames by the steamboat from Rotterdam, on their return from an excursion to the Rhine, have often their attention strongly attracted by what appears to be a splendid palace on the banks of the river at Greenwich. The edifice is not a palace, however, but a hospital, or, rather, a retreat where the worn out, maimed, and crippled veterans of the English navy spend the remnant of their days in comfort and peace, on pensions allowed them by the government in whose service they have spent their strength or lost their limbs. The magnificent buildings of the hospital stand on level land near the river. Behind them there is a beautiful park, which extends over the undulating and rising ground in the rear; and on the summit of one of the eminences there is the famous Greenwich Observatory, on the precision of whose quadrants and micrometers depend those calculations by which the navigation of the world is guided. The most unconcerned and careless spectator is interested in the manner in which the ships which throng the river all the way from Greenwich to London, "take their time" from this observatory before setting sail for distant seas. From the top of a cupola surmounting the edifice, a slender pole ascends, with a black ball upon it, so constructed as to slide up and down for a few feet upon the pole. When the hour of 12 M. approaches, the ball slowly rises to within a few inches of the top, warning the ship-masters in the river to be ready with their chronometers, to observe and note the precise instant of its fall. When a few seconds only remain of the time, the ball ascends the remainder of the distance by a very deliberate motion, and then drops suddenly when the instant arrives. The ships depart on their several destinations, and for months afterward when thousands of miles away they depend for their safety in dark and stormy nights, and among dangerous reefs and rocky shores, on the nice approximation to correctness in the note of time which this descending ball had given them.


[image: Portrait of Henry VIII] Portrait of Henry VIII


Henry the Eighth.

His character.

His six wives.

This is Greenwich, as it exists at the present day. At the time when the events occurred which are to be related in this narrative, it was most known on account of a royal palace which was situated there. This palace was the residence of the then queen consort of England. The king reigning at that time was Henry the Eighth. He was an unprincipled and cruel tyrant, and the chief business of his life seemed to be selecting and marrying new queens, making room for each succeeding one by discarding, divorcing, or beheading her predecessor. There were six of them in all, and, with one exception, the history of each one is a distinct and separate, but dreadful tragedy. As there were so many of them, and they figured as queens each for so short a period, they are commonly designated in history by their personal family names, and even in these names there is a great similarity. There were three Catharines, two Annes, and a Jane. The only one who lived and died in peace, respected and beloved to the end, was the Jane.


[image: Portrait of Anne Boleyn.] Portrait of Anne Boleyn.

Anne Boleyn.

Catharine of Aragon.

Henry discards her.

Origin of the English Church.

Queen Elizabeth, the subject of this narrative, was the daughter of the second wife in this strange succession, and her mother was one of the Annes. Her name in full was Anne Boleyn. She was young and very beautiful, and Henry, to prepare the way for making her his wife, divorced his first queen, or rather declared his marriage with her null and void, because she had been, before he married her, the wife of his brother. Her name was Catharine of Aragon. She was, while connected with him, a faithful, true, and affectionate wife. She was a Catholic. The Catholic rules are very strict in respect to the marriage of relatives, and a special dispensation from the pope was necessary to authorize marriage in such a case as that of Henry and Catharine. This dispensation had, however, been obtained, and Catharine had, in reliance upon it, consented to become Henry's wife. When, however, she was no longer young and beautiful, and Henry had become enamored of Anne Boleyn, who was so, he discarded Catharine, and espoused the beautiful girl in her stead. He wished the pope to annul his dispensation, which would, of course, annul the marriage; and because the pontiff refused, and all the efforts of Henry's government were unavailing to move him, he abandoned the Catholic faith, and established an independent Protestant church in England, whose supreme authority would annul the marriage. Thus, in a great measure, came the Reformation in England. The Catholics reproach us, and, it must be confessed, with some justice, with the ignominiousness of its origin.

Henry marries Anne Boleyn.

Birth of Elizabeth.

The course which things thus took created a great deal of delay in the formal annulling of the marriage with Catharine, which Henry was too impatient and imperious to bear. He would not wait for the decree of divorce, but took Anne Boleyn for his wife before his previous connection was made void. He said he was privately married to her. This he had, as he maintained, a right to do, for he considered his first marriage as void, absolutely and of itself, without any decree. When, at length, the decree was finally passed, he brought Anne Boleyn forward as his queen, and introduced her as such to England and to the world by a genuine marriage and a most magnificent coronation. The people of England pitied poor Catharine, but they joined very cordially, notwithstanding, in welcoming the youthful and beautiful lady who was to take her place. All London gave itself up to festivities and rejoicings on the occasion of these nuptials. Immediately after this the young queen retired to her palace in Greenwich, and in two or three months afterward little Elizabeth was born. Her birth-day was the 7th of September, 1533.

Ceremony of christening.

The mother may have loved the babe, but Henry himself was sadly disappointed that his child was not a son. Notwithstanding her sex, however, she was a personage of great distinction from her very birth, as all the realm looked upon her as heir to the crown. Henry was himself, at this time, very fond of Anne Boleyn, though his feelings afterward were entirely changed. He determined on giving to the infant a very splendid christening. The usage in the Church of England is to make the christening of a child not merely a solemn religious ceremony, but a great festive occasion of congratulations and rejoicing. The unconscious subject of the ceremony is taken to the church. Certain near and distinguished friends, gentlemen and ladies, appear as godfathers and godmothers, as they are termed, to the child. They, in the ceremony, are considered as presenting the infant for consecration to Christ, and as becoming responsible for its future initiation into the Christian faith. They are hence sometimes called sponsors. These sponsors are supposed to take, from the time of the baptism forward, a strong interest in all that pertains to the welfare of their little charge, and they usually manifest this interest by presents on the day of the christening. These things are all conducted with considerable ceremony and parade in ordinary cases, occurring in private life; and when a princess is to be baptized, all, even the most minute details of the ceremony, assume a great importance, and the whole scene becomes one of great pomp and splendor.

Baptism of Elizabeth.

Grand procession.

Train-bearers.

The babe, in this case, was conveyed to the church in a grand procession. The mayor and other civic authorities in London came down to Greenwich in barges, tastefully ornamented, to join in the ceremony. The lords and ladies of King Henry's court were also there, in attendance at the palace. When all were assembled, and every thing was ready, the procession moved from the palace to the church with great pomp. The road, all the way, was carpeted with green rushes, spread upon the ground. Over this road the little infant was borne by one of her godmothers. She was wrapped in a mantle of purple velvet, with a long train appended to it, which was trimmed with ermine, a very costly kind of fur, used in England as a badge of authority. This train was borne by lords and ladies of high rank, who were appointed for the purpose by the king, and who deemed their office a very distinguished honor. Besides these train-bearers, there were four lords, who walked two on each side of the child, and who held over her a magnificent canopy. Other personages of high rank and station followed, bearing various insignia and emblems, such as by the ancient customs of England are employed on these occasions, and all dressed sumptuously in gorgeous robes, and wearing the badges and decorations pertaining to their rank or the offices they held. Vast crowds of spectators lined the way, and gazed upon the scene.


[image: The Christening Gifts.] The Christening Gifts.

The church.

The silver font.

The presents.

On arriving at the church, they found the interior splendidly decorated for the occasion. Its walls were lined throughout with tapestry, and in the center was a crimson canopy, under which was placed a large silver font, containing the water with which the child was to be baptized. The ceremony was performed by Cranmer[2], the archbishop of Canterbury, which is the office of the highest dignitary of the English Church. After it was performed, the procession returned as it came, only now there was an addition of four persons of high rank, who followed the child with the presents intended for her by the godfathers and godmothers. These presents consisted of cups and bowls, of beautiful workmanship, some of silver gilt, and some of solid gold. They were very costly, though not prized much yet by the unconscious infant for whom they were intended. She went and came, in the midst of this gay and joyous procession, little imagining into what a restless and unsatisfying life all this pageantry and splendor were ushering her.

Name of the infant princess.

They named the child Elizabeth, from her grandmother[1q]. There have been many queens of that name, but Queen Elizabeth of England became so much more distinguished than any other, that that name alone has become her usual designation. Her family name was Tudor. As she was never married—for, though her life was one perpetual scene of matrimonial schemes and negotiations, she lived and died a maiden lady—she has been sometimes called the Virgin Queen, and one of the states of this Union, Virginia, receives its name from this designation of Elizabeth. She is also often familiarly called Queen Bess[2q].

Elizabeth made Princess of Wales.

Matrimonial schemes.

Making little Elizabeth presents of gold and silver plate, and arranging splendid pageants for her, were not the only plans for her aggrandizement which were formed during the period of her infantile unconsciousness. The king, her father, first had an act of Parliament passed, solemnly recognizing and confirming her claim as heir to the crown, and the title of Princess of Wales was formally conferred upon her. When these things were done, Henry began to consider how he could best promote his own political schemes by forming an engagement of marriage for her, and, when she was only about two years of age, he offered her to the King of France as the future wife of one of his sons, on certain conditions of political service which he wished him to perform. But the King of France would not accede to the terms, and so this plan was abandoned. Elizabeth was, however, notwithstanding this failure, an object of universal interest and attention, as the daughter of a very powerful monarch, and the heir to his crown. Her life opened with very bright and serene prospects of future greatness; but all these prospects were soon apparently cut off by a very heavy cloud which arose to darken her sky. This cloud was the sudden and dreadful fall and ruin of her mother.

Jane Seymour.

Queen Anne Boleyn was originally a maid of honor to Queen Catharine, and became acquainted with King Henry and gained his affections while she was acting in that capacity. When she became queen herself, she had, of course, her own maids of honor, and among them was one named Jane Seymour. Jane was a beautiful and accomplished lady, and in the end she supplanted her mistress and queen in Henry's affections, just as Anne herself had supplanted Catharine. The king had removed Catharine to make way for Anne, by annulling his marriage with her on account of their relationship: what way could he contrive now to remove Anne, so as to make way for Jane?

The tournament.

The king's suspicions.

Queen Anne arrested.

He began to entertain, or to pretend to entertain, feelings of jealousy and suspicion that Anne was unfaithful to him. One day, at a sort



























Chapter II.


The Childhood of a Princess.



































OEBPS/Images/DigiCat-logo.png





OEBPS/text/g2e_cover.jpg
3
—
M
=
_

JACOB ABBOTT






OEBPS/text/00007.jpg





OEBPS/text/00006.jpg





OEBPS/text/00008.jpg





