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Prologue
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Imagine a massive building shaped like a five-sided star, bustling with people, and filled with mysteries, high-tech gadgets, and important secrets. This place is known as the Pentagon, one of the most unique and powerful buildings in the world. But why does the Pentagon matter so much, and what really happens behind its five walls?

Built during World War II, the Pentagon has been at the center of some of the most important decisions and events in American history. It’s the headquarters of the United States Department of Defense, where leaders and experts work day and night to protect and support the country. From creating strategies to protect our borders to planning missions around the world, the Pentagon is like the ultimate command center. But it’s not all about action and technology; it’s also a place where thousands of people work, learn, and develop ideas to keep the world a safer place.

In this book, you’re going to take a journey inside the Pentagon. You’ll learn how it was built, discover the secrets of its unique shape, meet the people who keep it running, and even explore the mysterious rooms and hidden passages that make it feel like something out of a spy movie. You’ll find out how the Pentagon stays secure, what goes into planning a mission, and why it has become a symbol of strength and teamwork.

So, get ready to dive into the world of the Pentagon—where history, technology, and people come together to keep the United States safe and prepared. There’s so much to learn and explore, and by the end of this book, you’ll know just why the Pentagon is one of the most fascinating places in the world!
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Chapter 1: The Five-Sided Fortress

[image: image]


Imagine a building so big and unique that it’s shaped like a five-sided fortress, called the Pentagon! The Pentagon isn't just any building; it's the headquarters of the United States Department of Defense, where the nation’s military plans, coordinates, and organizes to protect the country. When you look at the Pentagon from above, it’s shaped like a giant five-pointed star or five-sided shape, which is why it’s called “Pentagon,” from the Greek word “pente,” meaning five. This special shape isn't just for show. It was designed this way to help organize everything inside, with five equal sides, making it a fortress that’s strong, compact, and efficient.

The Pentagon is in Arlington, Virginia, just across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., so it’s close to the U.S. capital. The building is enormous—one of the largest office buildings in the world, covering about 29 acres and taking up around 6.5 million square feet in total! That’s like putting 115 football fields together! About 3.7 million of those square feet are used as offices, which is bigger than some entire towns! This space is necessary because more than 26,000 employees work at the Pentagon. These employees include military members, civilians, and contractors who are all dedicated to keeping the country safe and running its many important programs and projects.

What makes the Pentagon so unique is that it was designed with speed and efficiency in mind. Inside, the building has five rings, like layers of a cake, circling the middle. The five rings are labeled from A, which is the innermost ring, to E, which is the outermost ring. Each ring has corridors, stairways, and open spaces that let people move around quickly. In fact, someone could walk from one side of the Pentagon to the other in about seven minutes, even though the building is over 1,400 feet from side to side. There are also many entrances and exits, with 17.5 miles of hallways winding through it. This allows people to move fast, whether they’re going to a meeting, getting important documents, or sharing ideas with others.

The Pentagon is sometimes called a “fortress” because of its strong design and important role. Built in the early 1940s during World War II, it was constructed fast to keep up with the growing military needs of that time. It was completed in just 16 months, which was a record-breaking speed for such a massive structure. The designers used reinforced concrete, a type of building material mixed with steel, which makes it incredibly strong and sturdy. With this, the Pentagon was designed to stand the test of time and be ready for anything. It’s like the heart of the country’s defense, built to withstand all kinds of events.

Many people wonder why the Pentagon was designed to have five sides, and there’s a fun story behind it. The original plan was for it to be built on land that was shaped like a pentagon, so it made sense to match the shape of the land. Even though the location changed later, they decided to keep the five-sided design because it was already planned out, and it turned out to be an ideal shape for the kind of work being done there. The five-sided shape not only allowed it to fit the massive number of people and departments it needed but also kept everything close together. So, the Pentagon was like a giant puzzle that had the perfect design to keep all the pieces connected.

Over the years, the Pentagon has become one of the most recognized buildings in the world, not only because of its size but also because of its significance. People who visit the Pentagon can take guided tours to learn more about its history and the role it plays. There’s even a small museum inside with displays that teach visitors about military history and honor those who have served. This building stands as a reminder of the country’s strength, resilience, and dedication to peace and safety. Inside its walls, important decisions are made every day that help keep the nation and its allies safe. It’s no wonder that people call the Pentagon a fortress, as it’s both a symbol and a center for America’s defense system.

The Pentagon is not just a place of work; it’s a symbol of protection. For many people in the United States, seeing the Pentagon reminds them of the dedication and teamwork of everyone who works there. Inside this five-sided fortress, people are constantly working on strategies to protect and defend, and they’re always thinking about new ways to keep the country secure. It’s a fortress in the truest sense, built to be strong, reliable, and ready for anything that comes its way.
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Chapter 2: Building a Pentagon Shaped Legend
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The Pentagon wasn’t always a legendary building. In fact, the story of its creation is one full of determination, teamwork, and surprising twists. It all began in the early 1940s, right before the United States entered World War II. At that time, the U.S. military was growing quickly, and there was a huge need for a new headquarters that could fit all the departments and workers who were spread out across many different buildings. This scattered arrangement wasn’t efficient, and the military needed a place where everyone could work together smoothly, share information, and make important decisions quickly. So, the idea of building one large headquarters was born, and they began planning something that would not only be big enough but would also become one of the most famous buildings in the world.

The original idea was to build the new headquarters on a plot of land by the Potomac River in Arlington, Virginia. That land was shaped like a five-sided pentagon, which inspired the building’s design. Even though the building site changed to where the Pentagon stands today, the designers decided to keep the five-sided shape because it was so unique and practical. This design allowed them to fit many offices close together while keeping hallways short, so people wouldn’t have to walk too far. This five-sided layout became an iconic design choice that would make the Pentagon recognizable around the world. The building itself was planned as something sturdy and impressive, built to last through time and different kinds of challenges.

Creating a building as large and complex as the Pentagon was a huge task, especially since the country needed it to be built quickly. To get this done, they hired more than 15,000 workers and put them on an intense schedule. The construction crews worked around the clock, with people working through the night to stay on track. It was one of the fastest construction projects of its kind. The whole building was completed in just 16 months, which was incredible given its size. The workers used a lot of concrete, mixing it with steel to make the building strong. In fact, the Pentagon used so much concrete that they were careful not to use up too much steel, as it was a valuable material needed for weapons and vehicles for the war. This careful use of resources made the Pentagon not only sturdy but also a smart, efficient building.

The building wasn’t just about looking strong. Its design and layout had to be smart so that thousands of people could do their jobs quickly and easily. The Pentagon’s five rings, labeled from A to E, each circle around the center, creating layers that make it easy for people to move from one section to another without getting lost. Even though the Pentagon has over 17 miles of hallways, someone can get from one side to the other in less than ten minutes because of this unique layout. The rings are connected by hallways called “spokes,” which cut across the rings like the spokes of a wheel, giving people shortcuts to move faster. This design was intentional, allowing people to go from one meeting to another, share important information, and make decisions quickly.

The Pentagon officially opened on January 15, 1943, and people were in awe of its size and structure. At the time, it was the largest office building in the world, a record it held for a long time. The Pentagon could hold more than 26,000 people working under one roof, a number so large that it would be like having a whole town inside! Over the years, the building became more than just a place to work; it became a symbol of American strength and resilience. People around the country started to recognize the Pentagon not only for its size but also for what it stood for—a place where the United States would protect its freedom, plan its defenses, and think about ways to help other nations in times of need.

An interesting part of the Pentagon’s legend is how it adapted over time. In the years after World War II, the Pentagon continued to serve as the center of the country’s defense, but it also grew to include more technologies and updated facilities. As computers, phones, and other technologies advanced, so did the Pentagon, making sure it stayed a state-of-the-art building. In the 1990s, the Pentagon began a huge renovation to modernize the building, fixing up old parts and adding new, high-tech equipment. This modernization project took more than a decade, and they kept the building running the whole time, which was a big challenge. The goal was to keep the Pentagon as one of the most secure and efficient places for the country’s defense.

The Pentagon also has a place in the hearts of many Americans because of the tragic events of September 11, 2001. On that day, the building was attacked, and a portion of it was heavily damaged. But almost immediately, workers began repairing and restoring it, symbolizing the country’s strength and determination to overcome hardships. The restoration was completed in less than a year, and the Pentagon remained a powerful symbol of resilience. Since then, a beautiful memorial has been added outside the Pentagon, honoring the people who lost their lives on that day. This memorial is a reminder of the sacrifices made by many and the importance of the Pentagon in the country’s story.

Today, the Pentagon stands as a living legend, representing the United States’ commitment to peace, strength, and unity. People come from around the world to see this iconic building, and it remains one of the most well-known structures on the planet. Inside, the Pentagon is full of displays and information about the history of the U.S. military and the many people who have served the country. It’s a place where history is made every day, as decisions that affect the country and even the world are discussed

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SHAH RUKH

ALL ABOUT
PENTAGON

A Kid’s Guide to America’s
Military Headquarters






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





