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To every servant of God who has put a hand to the plow and refused to look back.

To my dear wife Sarah, and my children Yaw Tweneboah Koduah and Naana Akua Serwaa Nyamekye, whose love makes every furrow straighter and every harvest sweeter.

And to all generations that know that ministry is part of life.
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Foreword
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This book summons.

In more than four decades of ministry, I have watched many begin the race with great excitement. I have also watched, with a heavy heart, as some drifted, grew weary, or turned aside. The difference between those who finish and those who fade is rarely talent. It is almost always seriousness. It is the settled conviction that the call of God is not a hobby to be enjoyed but a trust to be honored.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah understands this. I have observed his labor up close, in the pulpit, on the mission field through the Global Soul Harvest Program, and in the quiet, unseen hours where real ministry is forged. He writes not as a theorist but as a plowman with dirt on his hands and his eyes fixed on the horizon.

In these pages you will find sound biblical teaching, warm pastoral counsel, and honest stories of real people who learned, sometimes painfully, what it means to serve God with an undivided heart. You will be encouraged. You will also be challenged. That is exactly as it should be, for the Lord of the harvest deserves nothing less than our whole heart.

Read this book slowly. Pray through its chapters. Then take hold of your plow again, and do not look back.

Presiding Bishop N. A. Tackie Yarboi

Founding Vision Bearer, Victory Bible Church International
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How to Use This Book

[image: ]


This is a small book, but please do not read it in a hurry. It was written to be walked through, not rushed through.

Each chapter ends with three simple tools. First, Reflection Questions invite you to bring the chapter’s truth into your own field. Do not skip them. Write your answers in a journal if you can, or discuss them with a friend, a spouse, or a ministry team. Second, a short Prayer helps you respond to God immediately, because truth that is prayed becomes truth that is planted. Third, the Scriptures woven through each chapter are meant to be opened in your own Bible, read slowly, and allowed to speak for themselves.

This book also works beautifully in groups. A cell group, a ministry department, or a leadership team can take one chapter each week for seven weeks, reading during the week and gathering to share answers to the reflection questions. Many of the stories in these pages came alive for me in exactly such settings, sitting with fellow servants, comparing our furrows, and encouraging one another back to the field.

However, you read it, read it with your plow nearby. The goal of this book is not information. The goal is a straighter furrow and a steadier hand, beginning this very week.
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Introduction: The Man at the Plow
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Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of Luke 9:62 (NIV)

Come and stand with me for a moment at the edge of a field in ancient Israel. The sun is climbing. A farmer grips the wooden handles of his plow. His oxen strain forward, and the blade bites into the soil. Now watch his eyes. They are locked on a fixed point at the far end of the field. He knows something every farmer of his day knew well: the moment he turns to look behind him, his hands will drift, the oxen will wander, and the furrow will bend. A crooked furrow ruins the planting. A distracted plowman ruins the field.

Jesus stood among people who understood this picture instantly. When He said that no one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God, nobody in the crowd needed an explanation. They had seen crooked furrows. Some of them had made a few.

My friend, this little book is about that one sentence. It is a sentence that has searched my own heart for many years, and I believe it will search yours too. Ministry is not merely a profession or volunteer work. It is a divine calling that demands wholehearted commitment. It is serious business, because it is the King’s business.

Now, before you conclude that this book is only for pastors and bishops, let me stop you gently. It is not. Every believer is called to serve. The First Epistle of Peter 2:9 declares, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” A royal priesthood, Peter says, and priests do not spectate. Priests serve. The Sunday school teacher preparing her lesson on a tired Saturday night is in ministry. The usher who arrives early to arrange chairs is in ministry. The young man who drives the church van, the mother who intercedes at dawn, the deacon who visits the sick, all of them have a hand on the plow. This book is for you, whoever you are, because the kingdom of God has no spectators. It only has servants, and servants in training.

In the chapters ahead, we will walk together through what the seriousness of ministry actually requires: total commitment, perseverance, forward vision, sacrifice, and faithfulness until the very end. Along the way I will share stories of real people, some from Scripture, some from history, and some from my own journey in ministry, whose lives illustrate these truths better than any lecture could. A few of them you will meet more than once, because in a real congregation, as in a real field, the same faces return season after season, and their stories keep unfolding.

I have written this book the way I would speak to you if you were sitting in my living room with a cup of tea in your hand. So read it slowly. Pause where God pauses you. Answer the reflection questions honestly. Pray the prayers out loud if you can.

The field is waiting. The oxen are ready. Take hold of the plow with me, and let us learn together why we must never, ever look back.

CHAPTER ONE
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Ministry Is a Calling, Not a Career
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You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.

The Gospel of John 15:16 (NIV)

Let us begin where everything in ministry must begin: with the call of God. Before we talk about commitment, perseverance, or sacrifice, we must settle this foundational truth in our hearts. Ministry is not a career we choose. It is a calling we answer.

A career is something you select based on your gifts, your interests, and your prospects. You can resign from a career. You can change careers when a better offer comes along. But a calling is different. A calling originates in the heart of God, not in the ambition of man. When God calls, He interrupts. He interrupted Moses at a burning bush. He interrupted David among the sheep. He interrupted Peter mending his nets and Matthew counting his money. Not one of them applied for the position.

Consider the prophet Amos. When the priest of Bethel tried to dismiss him as a professional prophet chasing bread, Amos gave an answer that settles our whole chapter. “I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet,” he said in the Book of Amos 7:14 to 15, “but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” Read those verses again slowly. The LORD took me. The LORD said to me. Ministry begins with God’s initiative, or it does not truly begin at all. Amos had no seminary certificate and no family pedigree. He had something better. He had a summons.
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