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Glossary for Understanding the Book
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RAG (Retrieval Augmented Generation):
An AI method that uses external documents to improve generated answers. Used by Perplexity
Knowledge on Demand:
A feature of Perplexity that provides relevant information on request.
NLP (Natural Language Processing):
The use of AI to understand and generate text in natural language.
Language Models:
AI systems that learn to understand and produce text by analyzing vast amounts of text data.
Generative AI:
AI that creates new content (text, images, audio) using predictive models.
AI Search Engine:
A search engine enhanced by AI, capable of processing natural language queries and providing accurate answers.
API (Application Programming Interface):
A set of tools and protocols allowing different software applications to communicate.
Speech Synthesis:
AI technology that converts text into speech.
OpenAI:
The organization behind ChatGPT and other major AI advancements in 2024.
API Integration:
How AI tools connect various platforms via programming interfaces.
Anthropic:
Another AI company focused on developing language models.
GPT Model:
A family of AI models created by OpenAI to process natural language.
Latency:
The response time of an AI system when processing user queries.
Search Personalization:
The ability of AI search engines like Perplexity to tailor results to specific user needs.
Process Automation:
Using AI to automate repetitive tasks in workflows.
Data Security:
The importance of secure practices in handling information through AI.
Continuous Integration:
A software development method where code changes are automatically tested and integrated into a project.
Supervised Learning:
A type of AI training where models learn from labeled data.
Model Training:
The process of training AI systems with large datasets to improve performance.
AI Advertising:
Using AI to enhance advertising campaigns, often integrated into search platforms.
Pre-training: Years of data are fed to the AI to prepare it for prompts. Prompt -> Explanation -> Output

Post-training: The model is fine-tuned based on its results.

Chain of Thought: Instead of just training on prompt and completion, what if you could force the model to go through a reasoning step where it comes up with an explanation and then arrives at an answer.

DeepSeek : 

DeepSeek is a Chinese AI company that developed the R1 model, performing better than ChatGPT but at a fraction of the cost—$6 million versus over $100 million for GPT4 . This efficiency stems from innovative training methods that require less computing power. A revolution. 

Hallucination: In AI, hallucination refers to a situation where the model generates incorrect or nonsensical information. This can happen due to several factors:

	Insufficient training data: When the AI hasn't been trained on enough accurate or relevant data.

	Overfitting to details: When the model tries to provide excessive detail, which may lead to generating unrealistic or untrue information.

	Poor indexing: When the AI retrieves or references irrelevant documents or information.

	Gaps in the model's understanding: When the AI lacks the necessary information or context, causing it to 'make up' answers.







Perplexity.ai :

––––––––
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it encourages the journey of curiosity. 

Our mission is about delivering knowledge 
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Chapter 1

A New Era for Information Search
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become a central topic, capturing the attention of regulators, businesses, media, and the general public since the rise of ChatGPT. However, there is still widespread confusion about what AI really is. Too often, unscrupulous companies exploit the term to describe rudimentary programs that follow pre-programmed patterns. But that is not AI. As highlighted by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), some companies exaggerate by presenting limited systems, such as trading algorithms, under the AI label. Any technology based on rigid rules cannot be classified as true artificial intelligence.

So, what is AI, and how is it truly revolutionary? Renowned figures like Bill Gates predict that AI will profoundly transform our world within the next five years, potentially affecting nearly 40% of global jobs. Is everyone going to lose their job? Not exactly. Much like how Star Trek inspired generations of engineers to imagine machines capable of piloting spacecraft, today’s AI researchers strive to develop systems that can learn, analyze, and even predict (as seen with Socrates), though there are different schools of thought.

The path to true AI (besides Socrates) remains fraught with challenges. Bold initiatives, like IBM Watson, which wowed the public by winning Jeopardy over a decade ago, ultimately showcased nothing more than an advanced search engine. Similarly, language models like ChatGPT amaze with their ability to understand and generate relevant responses, but they still lack the capacity for autonomous thought.

The potential of AI is enormous, but it also raises numerous ethical and regulatory challenges, as warned by Elon Musk. AI is still in its infancy, but it promises to revolutionize how we interact with information and how industries and businesses operate. Entire sectors will be disrupted, and the way we access information might be redefined forever, along with the nature of work. Feeling perplexed yet?

The U.S. is about to face a major shake-up from China’s AI powerhouse, DeepSeek, disrupting the AI sector. Just as Tesla once seemed untouchable in the auto industry until BYD emerged as a dominant force, AI is witnessing a similar shift. ChatGPT and its U.S. rivals led the race—until DeepSeek overturned everything. With development costs 10 times lower, China is proving its AI supremacy. The sleeping giant awakens, set to become the world’s top economy by December 2032. The DeepSeek whale will make huge waves in 2025 and beyond—be ready, the TikTok of AI is coming...

DeepSeek : 

The Disruptor

(new book from Paroni available in February 2025) 

“Transmission of knowledge
is a bigger thing than Search”
Aravind Srinivas: Perplexity CEO
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Chapter 2

Perplexity: The AI That Changes Everything
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Perplexity.ai represents a major breakthrough in the world of online search and in the use of the two most trending letters since 2020: AI. Founded on December 7, 2022—just 2 years ago—Perplexity was launched right before the Christmas holidays by Aravind Srinivas, its current CEO. Attracting a flood of new users during the end-of-year festivities, Perplexity experienced its first explosive growth thanks to its unique, innovative approach and its ability to quickly and precisely answer users’ queries “on the fly,” 

So, what does Perplexity offer that Google or OpenAI can’t? The clarity of two worlds!

Perplexity's CEO, Srinivas, is far from an unknown figure in the world of artificial intelligence. Prior to founding Perplexity, he worked at OpenAI, the company behind ChatGPT, leaving his position just three months before ChatGPT’s famed launch—a decision that would pay off. Armed with his experience from GPT and a more ambitious vision, Srinivas set out to revolutionize the way we use search engines like Google and encyclopedias like Wikipedia. This marks the first true evolution in AI, before the DeepSeek tsunami.

––––––––
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How Perplexity is Revolutionizing the Future of Search

Perplexity doesn’t simply mimic language models like ChatGPT; it brings a truly innovative approach to information retrieval, thanks to its unique functionality. We’ll delve deeper into Perplexity’s role in Part 2 of this book, exploring its impact on search, the technologies behind it, and its new feature, Perplexity Space (launched in late October 2024). This feature helps cement Perplexity’s place as both a revolutionary search engine and a powerful AI. For a more detailed look at Perplexity.ai, jump ahead to page 83, in the second section of the book.

Perplexity allows you to ask a new kind of question, such  as clear distinction between search engines and answer engines. It enables users to explore innovative forms of knowledge dissemination and supports a new approach: knowledge discovery.

But before that, let’s explore the oldest AI, one that remains largely unknown to the public, and even to today’s AI tech gurus—an AI that is decades ahead of its time: Socrates.
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