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INTRODUCTION:

	When was the last time you heard some really 

	“GOOD NEWS”?

	With the growth of the internet and with the emergence of the 24/7 news cycle, we all receive a constant barrage of “Bad News!”  Sure, occasionally, there is the hint of some good news, but then that is quickly overshadowed by the next bad thing that happens.  

	We all could use some 

	“GOOD NEWS!”

	However, have you ever noticed that most good news is only temporary and that it really doesn’t have the power to change our lives?  What if there was some “Good News” that could not only brighten your day, but it could also change the way you live and view your entire life!

	Wouldn’t you want to hear this?

	“GOOD NEWS”

	If you answered YES! - Then you are just the person I want to talk to.  The “Good News” that I want to share with you is the oldest story ever told, and yet, it is the newest story you could ever hear. It has been dismissed, misunderstood, and vehemently rejected by many.  

	Yet, for countless individuals, this “Good News” has forever changed their lives! And here is a promise that you can take to the bank!

	This “GOOD NEWS” 

	could change your life too!

	The “Good News” I am referring to is found in the Bible.  It is not found simply in a single verse of the Bible.  Rather, it is found in the complete story of the Bible - from the opening book of Genesis to the closing book of Revelation.  Therefore, the title of this book is,

	“GOOD NEWS” 

	The Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

	from Genesis to Revelation!

	I first shared this “Good News” while I did pre-marital counseling with couples.  Later, I shared it as a message with our church family on a Sunday morning that we recorded and distributed on CDs.

	Now, I am excited to be sharing this message with you in this new format.

	The style of this book is “conversational.”  I want you to imagine that we are having a personal conversation over a cup of coffee.  

	So, wherever you are, grab a cup of coffee, or your favorite beverage, and let’s take some time together to explore the great message of the Bible, the…

	“GOOD NEWS!”

	Pastor Kirk
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CHAPTER 1

	“But as it is written: 'Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” I Corinthians‬ 2:9‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬

	Have You Heard the “Good News?”

	I would like to share with you what the Bible refers to as - the “Gospel.”  The Bible was originally written in the Greek language.  The word “Gospel” in the Greek language literally means “Good News.”  As we study the Bible, we will discover that the Gospel is the “Good News” of God’s plan of salvation for mankind through Jesus Christ.  This “Good News” is the main theme of the entire Bible and can be found throughout every book of the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation.  

	Would you like to hear this “GOOD NEWS?”

	When I first entered the ministry, I was the pastor of a small church in Mt. Baldy, California.  As the new pastor, I inherited seventeen weddings that were scheduled on the church calendar.  I felt that I had to do more than just perform wedding services, so I met with each couple for three or four one-hour sessions.  The first thing I did when I met with them was simply to share the “Gospel” (Good News) with them.  

	What I discovered is that most people had never really heard the “Gospel.”  I learned that many people, even though they grew up in church, didn’t really understand the “Gospel” - The Good News of Salvation in Jesus Christ.  

	Many had heard preachers talk about Jesus.  They were told that they needed to accept Jesus into their heart.  Many were familiar with the story about how Jesus had died on the cross.  And many had heard that if they did not believe in Jesus Christ, they could not have a relationship with God and would not go to Heaven.  However, they didn’t understand what all of this really meant.  They really did not understand why a relationship with Jesus Christ was so important.  They were left with more questions than answers.

	Why did Jesus have to die?  Why did Jesus have to shed His blood?  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  Can this “Good News” really change my life?  These are the questions we want to answer as we look at the - 

	“GOOD NEWS”

	The Gospel of Jesus Christ from Genesis to Revelation!

	



	


CHAPTER 1 REVIEW

	ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS

	
		What do you think of when you hear the word Gospel?

		Has anyone ever shared the Gospel with you?

		When you die do you believe that you will go to heaven?  Why?

		What do Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection have to do with the Gospel message?

		Is your understanding of the Gospel really making a dynamic change in your daily life?



	



	


CHAPTER 2

	“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis‬ 1:1‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬

	It All Started in a Garden

	Let’s begin by looking at the first book of the Bible, Genesis.  In Genesis, we learn that God created man without sin.  This is where the Good News begins.  In Genesis 1:27-31, we read. 

	“…Then God saw everything that He had made, (including man and woman) and indeed, it was very good.  So, the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”  

	In Genesis 2:9, and then also in 2:15-16 we read,

	“…Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend it and keep it.  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat.”

	God created both man and woman, and He said that they were very good.  This new man and woman were placed by God into a perfect environment called the Garden of Eden.  

	How many times have you found yourself looking for your own Garden of Eden?  We try to make our backyards into our own personal oasis.  We look for vacation spots where we can forget everything, sit under the palm trees, and gaze upon the beautiful blue ocean.  We are all looking for a place where we can find total peace and harmony.  

	Why do we do this?  The Bible tells us that inside each one of our hearts God has placed eternity – a craving for the very thing that was lost when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.  

	“I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.”  Ecclesiastes 3:10-11

	We all want it.  We want the “fountain of youth.”  We want eternity.  We want our own personal Garden of Eden. This is true for both Christians and non-Christians alike. 

	Many today are trying to achieve a certain level of accomplishment and awareness so that they can experience a deeper sense of purpose and peace. This points back to man’s original desire – to return to his life in the Garden of Eden.  

	God created man to live in the Garden of Eden, eternally blessed.  When the Lord placed Adam and Eve in the garden, He gave them a wide variety of foods, and He gave them complete freedom - except for one thing, He said. 

	“Here’s one tree - the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil - you cannot eat of that tree.” Genesis 2:17 (my paraphrase)

	



	


CHAPTER 2 REVIEW

	ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS

	
		What stands out in your mind regarding God’s creation of man and woman?

		What does free will mean to you?  What did it mean to Adam and Eve?

		What is your idea of the perfect Garden of Eden for your life?

		Is your pursuit of this idea producing purpose and peace in your life?

		Can you sense a longing for eternity in your life?
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