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      Dear Reader,

      Thank you for opening this volume. Reconstructing the dark mechanics of Democratic Kampuchea requires painstaking research, and my goal is to deliver an uncompromising, deeply documented historical account. If this work resonates with you and deepens your understanding of this history, I ask that you leave a five-star rating and a review on Amazon or your preferred book platform. Reader reviews are the lifeblood of independent historical publishing; your feedback directly fuels the algorithm and helps fellow history enthusiasts discover this work.

      Additionally, if you currently hold an e-book edition, please remember that Duch’s S-21 Archives: The Executioner of Tuol Sleng and the Khmer Rouge Purges is also available in a high-quality paperback format at bookstores everywhere—an essential physical addition to any serious historian's bookshelf.

      — Winston Maddox
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      In April 1975, time stopped. Year Zero began.

      

      Over the course of three horrific years, eight months, and twenty days, the Khmer Rouge attempted to construct the world’s most radical, uncompromising socialist utopia. Instead, they built a nightmare. A shadowy governing body known only as Angkar—"The Organization"—dismantled an entire civilization overnight. Cities were forcibly emptied at gunpoint. Families were torn apart. Books were burned, religion was outlawed, money was abolished, and the simple act of wearing glasses or shedding a tear could mark you for execution.

      

      When the killing fields finally fell silent, nearly two million people—a quarter of Cambodia's population—had perished under a regime of systemic starvation, forced labor, and unrelenting terror.

      

      The Definitive History of the Khmer Rouge is the definitive, multi-volume chronicle of one of the darkest chapters in human history. Drawing from newly unsealed archives, survivor testimonies, and high-level tribunal records, this series peels back the layers of secrecy that shielded Pol Pot and his inner circle. From the intellectual salons of 1950s Paris where the movement's radical ideology was first conceived, to the jungle strongholds where its architects met their final, ignominious ends, this exhaustive narrative reconstructs the descent of a gentle culture into unimaginable madness.

      

      This is not merely a record of atrocities—it is a chilling autopsy of how absolute conviction can corrode human morality, how neighbor can be turned against neighbor, and how an entire nation was forced to march into the dark.

      

      Welcome to the true history of Year Zero.
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            THE MATHEMATICS OF MURDER — KAING GUEK EAV'S TRANSFORMATION

          

        

      

    

    
      There is a particular kind of person who is drawn to the certainty of numbers precisely because the world around him refuses to supply any certainty at all, and it is worth sitting with this observation before any account of Kaing Guek Eav's crimes can properly begin, because the temptation in writing about a man who came to be called Duch is to skip past the schoolteacher and arrive as quickly as possible at the monster, as though the two were unrelated events joined only by coincidence of biography. Duch was born to a peasant family in the village of Chayok in the central province of Kampong Thom, roughly a hundred and forty miles north of Phnom Penh, in a Cambodia that was still, in the early 1940s, a French protectorate governed at a comfortable distance by colonial administrators who had little interest in the interior provinces beyond what could be extracted from them in rice and rubber. He was, by every surviving account of his childhood, an unremarkable boy in the sense that mattered least and a remarkable one in the sense that mattered most: a neighbor who grew up alongside him remembered him as hardworking and prone to staying indoors to study rather than joining the other children at play, a boy with an oversized head on a thin frame who never once showed anger. This is the detail that ought to unsettle anyone looking for the early tremors of atrocity in a childhood, because there are none. No cruelty to animals, no explosive temper, no obvious wound. What there was instead was diligence, an appetite for order, and a mind that found in mathematics a refuge from the disorder of a colonized, impoverished, and increasingly restless country. It is precisely this absence of drama that a serious history must resist smoothing over, because the comfortable story — the story in which monsters are made monstrous from birth, in which some early trauma or congenital defect explains everything — is also the story that lets everyone else off the hook. Duch's early life offers no such comfort. It offers instead a young man of real intelligence and real discipline, channeled by circumstance and ideology into an instrument of annihilation, and the discomfort of that fact is exactly the discomfort a reader should be asked to sit with.

      His academic gifts were genuine and were recognized early. He excelled at school to the point that he left his home province to attend a teacher-training institution in Phnom Penh, where he shared dormitory quarters at a Buddhist pagoda with a fellow student who later recalled him as a young man who insisted he was no communist, only a patriot who could not abide the corruption and oppression of the poor by the rich — a distinction that, in the political climate of 1960s Cambodia, was thinner than it appeared, and one that Duch himself would eventually erase entirely. That same classmate remembered him as a person of genuine warmth in those years, someone who took the lead in raising money for friends who could not afford medical care and who patiently tutored others through difficult mathematical problems, exhibiting what his contemporary called a caring heart. It is tempting, and it would be a disservice to the historical record, to read this warmth as false, as a mask concealing the executioner underneath. The more honest and more disturbing reading is that the warmth was real, that it existed simultaneously with the capacity for what came later, and that ideology proved capable of redirecting a caring heart toward horror without first having to extinguish it. This is, in fact, one of the central and most uncomfortable truths that any serious study of the Khmer Rouge must confront: the movement did not recruit only sociopaths. It recruited idealists, patriots, and teachers, and it taught them, methodically, to understand cruelty as a form of care — care for the revolution, care for the purity of the collective, care for a future that could only be secured by eliminating everyone who threatened it.

      By 1964 Duch had committed himself to formal training in the subject he loved most, enrolling to earn his teaching certificate in mathematics, and it is worth noting that the institute where he studied was, at the time, a genuine cradle of political activism under the direction of a man named Son Sen, who would later become the Khmer Rouge's Minister of Defense and Duch's own direct superior in the security apparatus — a detail that reveals how thoroughly the channels of ordinary Cambodian professional life, the teachers' colleges and lycées that were meant to produce the civil servants of a modernizing nation, had already been infiltrated and reoriented by a revolutionary movement that understood, correctly, that an educated, disciplined cadre would prove far more useful to a coming insurgency than an army of illiterate peasants alone. Duch received his teaching certificate in August of 1966 and was posted to a lycée in the small town of Skoun, in Kampong Cham province, where by every account he was a good and committed teacher, earnest in his instruction and well liked by his pupils. One of those pupils later remembered him arriving to class with a copy of Mao's Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung tucked under his arm, and distributing communist literature to sympathetic students once the school day had ended — the schoolteacher and the revolutionary occupying, for a brief window of time, the very same body without apparent contradiction, the chalkboard by day and the pamphlet by evening, both activities animated by the same conviction that the world as it existed was arranged wrongly and that a correct arrangement could, with sufficient rigor and sufficient will, be derived and then imposed.

      The choice of subject matters here in a way that biography alone cannot fully explain, and it deserves to be treated as more than incidental color. Mathematics, unlike history or literature or even the natural sciences as they were then taught in colonial Indochina, offers the
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