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      Vorwort
    


      Herzlichen Glückwunsch! Mit diesem Buch halten Sie nicht nur eine spannende Geschichte in den Händen, sondern auch den Schlüssel, um Ihr Englisch auf natürliche und unterhaltsame Weise zu verbessern.
    


      Wir alle wissen, dass das Lernen einer neuen Sprache manchmal mühsam sein kann. Vokabellisten, komplexe Grammatikregeln und Lehrbücher können demotivierend wirken. Aber was wäre, wenn das Lernen so einfach wäre wie das Lesen einer guten Geschichte? Genau das ist das Ziel von 
      "The Forbidden Spellbook"
      .
    


      Warum ein "Graded Reader"?
    


      Dieses Buch ist ein sogenannter "Graded Reader" (ein stufengerechtes Lesebuch), der speziell für Lernende auf dem Niveau 
      A1 bis A2
       konzipiert wurde. Das bedeutet, dass Sie keine Angst vor schwierigen Sätzen oder unbekannten Wörtern haben müssen.
    


      Hier sind die Prinzipien, nach denen dieses Buch geschrieben wurde:
    


      	
        Der Wortschatz:
         Wir haben uns streng auf die 
        1000 am häufigsten verwendeten englischen Wörter
         beschränkt. Diese Wörter bilden das Fundament der englischen Sprache im täglichen Leben. Durch die ständige Wiederholung dieser Wörter im Kontext der Geschichte werden sie sich fast automatisch in Ihrem Gedächtnis verankern.
      

      	
        Die Struktur:
         Die Sätze sind kurz, klar und direkt. Die Kapitel sind in überschaubare Abschnitte unterteilt (jeweils ca. 1000 Wörter), damit Sie jeden Tag einen kleinen Erfolg feiern können, ohne sich überfordert zu fühlen.
      

      	
        Die Geschichte:
         Oft sind Bücher für Sprachanfänger langweilig. Das wollten wir ändern. Sie werden nicht merken, dass Sie lernen, weil Sie wissen wollen, was als Nächstes passiert.
      

    


      Die Geschichte: Ein Abenteuer wartet
    


      In diesem Buch begleiten Sie 
      Leo
      , einen ganz normalen Jungen, der in der ruhigen Stadt Greenwood lebt. Leos Leben ist ereignislos, bis er eines Tages in der alten Bibliothek der Stadt, der 
      Lost Library
      , eine Entdeckung macht.
    


      Dort findet er ein Buch, das mit Ketten verschlossen ist. Eine alte Legende besagt: 
      "Niemand kann es öffnen... bis ein Junge es berührt."
    


      Als Leo das Buch öffnet, beginnt nicht nur für ihn, sondern auch für Sie ein magisches Abenteuer. Zusammen mit seiner Freundin Mia und einem mysteriösen Lichtwesen namens Lumi muss er Rätsel lösen, Schatten bekämpfen und Mut beweisen. Während Leo die Geheimnisse des Buches entschlüsselt, werden Sie ganz nebenbei die Geheimnisse der englischen Sprache entschlüsseln.
    


      Wie Sie dieses Buch am besten nutzen
    


      Um den größten Nutzen aus diesem Buch zu ziehen, hier ein paar Tipps:
    


      	
        Nicht jedes Wort nachschlagen:
         Wenn Sie ein Wort nicht verstehen, greifen Sie nicht sofort zum Wörterbuch. Versuchen Sie, die Bedeutung aus dem Zusammenhang zu erraten. Das ist eine der wichtigsten Fähigkeiten beim Sprachenlernen.
      

      	
        Lesen Sie laut:
         Versuchen Sie, die Dialoge laut zu lesen. Das hilft Ihnen, ein Gefühl für die Aussprache und den Rhythmus der englischen Sprache zu bekommen.
      

      	
        Genießen Sie die Geschichte:
         Machen Sie sich keinen Stress wegen der Grammatik. Lassen Sie sich einfach von der Handlung treiben.
      

    


      Sie sind bereit. Leo wartet in der Bibliothek auf Sie. Drehen Sie die Seite um und lassen Sie das Abenteuer beginnen. Viel Erfolg und viel Spaß beim Lesen!
    



      Chapter 1: The Boring Village
    


      Greenwood is a small town. It is a very nice place. The houses are small and clean. The streets are wide. There are many trees in Greenwood. The trees are green and tall. The sun shines almost every day. The sky is usually blue. There are white clouds in the sky, but they are small clouds. It does not rain often in Greenwood.
    


      People in Greenwood are happy. They smile a lot. They say "Hello" and "Good morning" to everyone. The neighbors are friendly. They help each other. If you lose your cat, the neighbors help you find it. If you need sugar, the neighbors give you sugar. It is a perfect town.
    


      But for Leo, it is terrible.
    


      Leo is twelve years old. He is a young boy with brown hair and big, brown eyes. He is not very tall, and he is not very short. He is a normal boy. But Leo feels different inside.
    


      Leo hates Greenwood.
    


      Why does he hate it? He hates it because it is boring. It is too quiet. Nothing happens in Greenwood. Every day is the same day.
    


      Monday is the same as Tuesday. Wednesday is the same as Thursday. The weekend is the same as the week.
    


      Leo wakes up at seven o'clock in the morning. He eats his breakfast. He usually eats toast and drinks milk. Then, he brushes his teeth. He puts on his school clothes. He takes his bag. He walks to school.
    


      The school is near his house. It takes ten minutes to walk there. On the way to school, Leo sees the same things. He sees Mr. Miller. Mr. Miller is the baker. He makes bread.
    


      "Good morning, Leo!" Mr. Miller says every day. He has a big white hat on his head.
    


      "Good morning, Mr. Miller," Leo says. He tries to smile, but he is tired of this.
    


      He walks past the park. The park is beautiful. The grass is very short and very green. There are red and yellow flowers. But nobody runs in the park. Nobody shouts. The children play quietly. They sit on the swings. They move slowly. Everything is slow in Greenwood.
    


      Leo wants to run. He wants to shout. He wants to climb the tall trees. But his mother always says, "Be careful, Leo. Do not get dirty. Be a good boy."
    


      Being a good boy is boring.
    


      Leo arrives at school. He sits at his desk. He listens to the teacher. The teacher talks about numbers. She talks about history. But she talks about the history of Greenwood.
    


      "Greenwood was built one hundred years ago," the teacher says. "It was a quiet farm. Then it became a quiet town. We are very lucky to live here. It is safe."
    


      Safe. Leo does not like that word. Safe means nothing happens.
    


      Leo loves books. He goes to the school library often. But he does not read books about history. He does not read books about farms or quiet towns.
    


      Leo reads books about magic.
    


      He reads stories about dragons. Big, red dragons with fire. He reads about brave knights with shiny swords. He reads about wizards and witches. He reads about hidden treasures in dark caves.
    


      In his books, people are not safe. They are in danger. They run from monsters. They fight bad guys. They travel to strange lands. They have adventures.
    


      "I want an adventure," Leo whispers to himself in the classroom. He looks out the window. He sees a bird in a tree. The bird looks bored, too.
    


      School finishes at three o'clock. Leo walks home. He walks past the park again. He walks past Mr. Miller’s bakery. Mr. Miller is not there now. The shop is closed.
    


      Leo arrives home. His house is white with a blue door. It is a nice house. His mother is in the kitchen. She is cooking dinner. It smells like chicken. They eat chicken a lot.
    


      "Hello, Leo," his mother says. She is a kind woman. She loves Leo very much. "How was school?"
    


      "It was fine," Leo says. He puts his bag on the floor. "It was the same."
    


      "That is good," his mother says. "No news is good news."
    


      Leo goes to his room. His room is his favorite place. He has posters on the wall. One poster is of a space ship. Another poster is of a jungle with tigers.
    


      He lies on his bed. He looks at the ceiling. He closes his eyes and imagines a different life.
    


      In his imagination, Greenwood is not quiet. In his imagination, there are secrets under the ground. There are ghosts in the old houses. There are magic portals in the park.
    


      "Why is real life so boring?" he asks the room. The room does not answer.
    


      Leo stands up. He looks out of his window. From his window, he can see the whole town. He sees the post office. He sees the supermarket. And far away, at the end of the street, he sees the Old Library.
    


      The Old Library is different.
    


      Most buildings in Greenwood are new and clean. They are white or yellow. But the Old Library is grey. It is made of stone. It is very big. It has tall windows, but the glass is dark. You cannot see inside.
    


      There is a fence around the library. The gate is black iron. It looks heavy.
    


      People in Greenwood do not go there often. They have a new library near the school. The new library has computers and bright lights. The Old Library is... strange.
    


      Leo looks at the grey building. It looks sad. It looks lonely. And it looks mysterious.
    


      "I wonder," Leo thinks. "Is there anything in there?"
    


      His mother calls him from the kitchen. "Leo! Dinner is ready! Wash your hands!"
    


      Leo turns away from the window. "Coming, Mom!"
    


      They eat dinner together. His father is home now. His father works in an office. He wears a suit and a tie.
    


      "How was work, Dad?" Leo asks.
    


      "It was good," his father says. "Very busy. But good."
    


      "Did anything exciting happen?" Leo asks. He hopes for a 'yes'.
    


      His father laughs. "Exciting? No, Leo. An office is not exciting. We work with paper and computers. Why do you want excitement?"
    


      "I don't know," Leo says. He eats his chicken. "I just want to do something new."
    


      "We can go to the cinema on Saturday," his mother suggests. "There is a new movie about a funny dog."
    


      Leo sighs. A funny dog. That is not an adventure.
    


      "Okay," Leo says. "Thank you."
    


      After dinner, Leo helps his mother. He washes the plates. Then he does his homework. The homework is easy. Math problems. He finishes them quickly.
    


      It is evening now. The sun goes down. The sky becomes purple and then black. The street lights turn on. The town is silent.
    


      Leo sits by his window again. He looks at the dark street. He looks at the Old Library again. The library is very dark. There are no lights inside.
    


      Wait.
    


      Leo blinks his eyes. Did he see something?
    


      He looks closer. For one second, he thinks he sees a light. A small, blue light inside the Old Library. It is in one of the high windows.
    


      It flashes once. Blink.
    


      Then it is gone.
    


      Leo’s heart beats faster. 
      Boom, boom, boom.
    


      "What was that?" he whispers.
    


      He waits. He watches the window. One minute passes. Two minutes pass. Five minutes pass.
    


      Nothing happens. The library is dark and dead.
    


      "Maybe it was a reflection," Leo thinks. "Maybe it was a car light."
    


      But there are no cars on the street.
    


      "Maybe I am just tired," he says. He rubs his eyes. "I want magic so much that I see things."
    


      He puts on his pajamas. He gets into his bed. The sheets are cool and soft. It is a comfortable bed. He is a lucky boy. He has a warm house, good food, and a loving family.
    


      "I should be happy," Leo thinks. "Everyone else is happy."
    


      But as he falls asleep, he cannot forget that blue light. It was small. It was quick. But it was there.
    


      Tomorrow is Saturday. There is no school. Saturday is usually boring. Leo usually cleans his room or watches TV.
    


      But tomorrow, Leo decides something.
    


      "Tomorrow," he whispers in the dark, "I will go for a walk. I will walk to the end of the street. I will look at the Old Library close up."
    


      He does not know it yet, but his life is about to change. The boring days are over. The safety of Greenwood is about to break.
    


      Leo closes his eyes. He dreams of dragons and blue lights. Outside, the wind blows softly through the trees. The leaves rustle. It sounds like a whisper.
    


      Come... Come...
    


      The adventure is waiting.
    






























      Chapter 2: The Lost Library
    


      Saturday morning arrives. The sun is up, but the sky is a little grey today. It is not bright blue like yesterday. This fits Leo’s mood. He is nervous.
    


      Leo eats his breakfast quickly. He does not taste the toast. He drinks his milk in one big gulp.
    


      "Where are you going, Leo?" his mother asks. She is drinking coffee at the kitchen table.
    


      "Just for a walk, Mom," Leo says. "I want to get some fresh air."
    


      "Okay," she says. "Don't go too far. And be back for lunch."
    


      "I will," Leo promises.
    


      He puts on his jacket. He puts on his shoes. He opens the front door and steps outside. The air is cool. The street is quiet. Most people are still sleeping or watching TV in their houses.
    


      Leo walks down the street. He passes the nice, white houses. He passes the clean gardens. He walks towards the end of town.
    


      As he walks, the houses change. They are older here. The paint is peeling off the walls. The gardens have tall grass. This is the old part of Greenwood.
    


      Finally, he stands in front of it.
    


      The Old Library.
    


      In the daylight, it looks even































































































































      Chapter 3: The Dusty Shelf
    































































































      Chapter 4: The Click
    






















































































































































      Chapter 5: Lumi the Guide
    




















































































































      Chapter 6: Shadows in the Park
    






































































































































      Chapter 7: Mia Joins the Team
    


















































































































































      Chapter 8: The First Riddle
    


























































































































































      Chapter 9: The Map in the Book
    







































































































