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      Some may call me a stalker; I like to call myself resourceful. At least that’s what I tell myself every time that I log into my role-playing game online to meet up with my coworker. Except my coworker didn’t know it was me. Joseph had worked at the company longer than me, but when I joined, he was the first person who caught my eye.

      You see, he wasn’t the type of guy that all the women fawned over. He was your average guy. 5’10, maybe 5’11, balding, glasses, quiet. Just the kind of guy who wouldn’t take advantage of you. The kind that your mom would be proud of.

      The only catch was he didn’t know I existed. Every time I tried to orchestrate a meeting in the office, it never went my way. I was tired of dating the guy that didn’t know what a 401k was. I was ready to settle down and have sex.

      Because, that’s right, I’m still a virgin.

      To make matters worse, my hormones have a mind of their own and all I am thinking about is sex, sex, and more sex. When I made my online profile, I was sure I wanted the truth peppered into it as much as possible. I used a photo of the side of my face in black and white. I thought it looked sexy.

      Around the office, Joseph had discussed this certain site. It wasn’t stalking, he openly said where he played. That’s at least what I told myself.

      When I found him online, I felt my heart speed up a bit. This was getting real now, and it was time to play my part. I looked over at his profile. Everything was exactly how I expected it to be. He had a goofy photo of himself, his Magic the Gathering interest detailed and, of course, his movie preferences. I never understood what it was about the nerdy men that did it for me, but deep down, I wanted a nerd. Most women liked bad boys, not me.

      It was now or never; I moved my mouse over the ‘add friend’ button at the top of his online profile and closed my eyes. If I wasn’t watching when I clicked it, then if he didn’t respond maybe, it was because I didn’t actually click it. I pressed the button, then quickly moved the mouse, so the pointer wasn’t in the same place. Now I would wait to see what happened.

      Every five minutes, I picked up my phone to see if the friend request had been accepted. I realized I was border line obsessive as the night went on. But when I finally heard the notification, I had been waiting for, my heart rejoiced! I immediately wanted to message Joseph, but I knew exactly what kind of creep that would make me out to look like. So, I simply logged in and started playing a game I knew he had played. I had overheard him at work talk about the different ones he enjoyed, and it was easy for me to tee this up.

      Finally, after an hour of playing on my own, I noticed I was receiving an invitation to join someone’s party. It was Joseph!

      Things were falling into place. I accepted the invitation, and we started playing. At first, no one was talking. It was a game where everyone pretty much knew the roles and you only talked if you needed to.

      “Hey there,” he eventually said. Joseph’s username was KewlGuy79. I assumed that meant he was born in 1979 but otherwise, I wasn’t overly impressed with the ‘kewl’ part of his name.

      My username was SexyMeg8675309. I assumed if anyone figured out what my numbers were, then they were someone I wanted to be friends with. Otherwise, it was a good way to weed out the younger generation.

      “Hello,” I said back to him.

      “I like your avatar. Do you have green hair in real life?”

      The question caught me off guard, and I laughed. “Green? There isn’t any green in my photo. It’s a black and white.”

      He started laughing. “Oh, my bad! I’m color blind., thought you had green hair. That’s why I added you.”

      “My hair color mattered that much?” I couldn’t believe our first actual conversation and we were talking about hair.

      “I just figured that if your username has a song reference and you’re wearing green hair, you must be awesome in real life, so I accepted the request.”

      He couldn’t see me shaking my head, but I was, and I was laughing. “Well, KewlGuy79, I am awesome in real life but moreover, I have normal black hair. But I have always wanted to dye it blue green and purple.”

      “Then your hair will look like one big bruise,” he chuckled.

      “And that’s the exact reason I’m not. I don’t need silly jokes all the time. I work with a bunch of children.”

      “You a teacher?” He asked.

      “Nope, work in corporate America. Children, they are all children.”

      We both got a laugh out of that. “Yeah, I have an office job, too. I get it.”

      It was nice having a casual conversation with him while we were off killing undead creatures in this RPGame. After an hour passed, I realized I should probably say goodnight. My mom always taught me I wanted to be the one that was chased and not do the chasing.

      Even though I did the stalking.

      “I think I am going to head to bed. Nice playing with you.”

      “It was fun. You gonna be on tomorrow night?”

      I almost answered immediately, but I held back the excitement. “Uh, yeah probably. I’ll hit you up when I get on.”

      “Cool deal. Goodnight.”

      Putting my laptop up before slipping into bed, I realized that tomorrow I would have to go to work and not resist the urge to talk to him. This was going to be a game much more disciplined than I was used to.
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      Today had been a long day at work. It seemed like there was one fire after another that required my exclusive attention, which ultimately put me behind on what I needed to do for the day. I wasn’t in a great mood when I walked into my house. There was no doubting it was a lucky draw I was living alone and didn’t have to fake any happiness that wasn’t actually there. I pulled out my phone, ordered a pizza, and walked over to my chair. I spent most of my nights right here, watching TV or playing games on my laptop. It came as no shock to me when I logged into my online account that I had a dozen or so friends already online.

      I noticed that SexyMeg8675309 was also online. She was fun last night. I don’t normally accept random people’s friend requests, but she had a cute photo, and I was intrigued by what I had seen on her page. It was also rarer that I have any girl friends at all. Ladies weren’t really the type to come onto me, and I certainly didn’t come onto them. At least not in real life.

      But online, that was something totally different.

      My mouse hovered over her username before I clicked send message. Her voice was sexy last night. I thought maybe if I sent a voice memo, she would send one back. That way I could have a sound bite of her voice to listen to later. “Hey, wanna play?”

      There wasn’t much delay in her response. It came faster than I would have suspected.

      “Love to. What game you wanna tackle?”

      “What about Fortnite duos?” I asked.

      When her voice memo popped back up and I clicked play, I was elated at what I heard.

      “Sure, love to partner with you on it.”

      I quickly got into the game and sent her an invitation. I hadn’t taken part in many dates in real life, but somehow this one gave off first date vibes.

      “How was your day today?” she asked on the mic.

      “Long, lots of fires to put out.”

      “Hope you mean that in a figurative sense,” she teased.

      Laughing, “Yeah, thankfully. I’m not the kind of guy you would want running into an actual fire. I trip very easily.”

      When I heard her snort on the other end, it made me laugh. “You didn’t snort, did you?” it was my turn to tease.

      “That doesn’t happen a lot. You should feel special.”

      I felt special, but I couldn’t tell her that. I’d sound like some psycho freak. We started our session together; I wasn’t the best at this game, but she seemed to know how to handle herself. We played for several hours, even came in first one time. It was exciting having this much interaction with a pretty lady. The thought passed by once or twice, what
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