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			Reader Reactions:

			“I thought it was a super fun book! So much happens! And I love adventure!” – Hanno, 10 years old.

			“I really like Plaza Patatta because it’s very funny and also a little bit exciting — and I love that.” – Indy, 10 years old.

			“I like Plaza Patatta because it has fun adventures and fun main characters.” – Jip, 11 years old.

			“Adventurous, cool, scary, mysterious, funny, short, fun, exciting, surprising, cheerful, sad.” – Myrthe, 8 years old.

			 

			Professional Reviews:

			“Lively stories written in short chapters. Hilarious black-and-white pen illustrations in various sizes that perfectly match the tone of the story.” – Dutch Libraries.

			“What an amazing book! The story fits perfectly with the world of a 12-year-old. It’s easy to read and just right for kids aged 8 to 12. The illustrations are cheerful, funny, and capture the story really well. Highly recommended for children, both at home and at school!” – Dutch book blogger Susan.

			“Let me immediately compliment the cheerful and funny illustrations by Silvester.” – Dutch book blogger Conny

			“It’s a cheerful, optimistic story. Thanks to the simple language (Level 7), the small number of pages, and the many illustrations, it’s also great for struggling readers.” – Dutch book magazine

			“The suspense holds all the way through to the last chapter.” – Dutch book blogger Pluizer

			“She also captures the hearts of elementary school students with her thrilling Plaza Patatta series.” – Boekreviews.nl, about Nanda Roep.

			“Fast-paced story with a good dose of humor. The book is packed with fun facts about Paris.” – Dutch Libraries, about Panic in Paris.

		

	
		
			The Plaza Patatta series consists of ...

			1.A Secret Hatch

			2. The Missing Boy

			3. The Locked Room

			4. A Toxic Intruder

			5. Who’s Knocking There?! 

			6. The Theater Creeper

			7. Panic in Paris

			8. Silent Night, Scary Night

			9. The Mysterious Waiter

			10. A Fantastic Birthday

			11. Luna’s Flop Party

			12. Luna’s School Disaster

			13. The Big, Fantastic Plaza Patatta Kids’ Cookbook

			14. Horse Trouble

			15. The Big Soccer Match

			16. The Mystery Sneaker

			17. The Speedy Vlogger
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			Reception

			Who’s Who?

			Appetizers 

			1. Jinx!

			2. Could That Be a Kidnapper?

			3. Hugs and Kisses

			Main courses 

			4. Don’t Be Scared

			5. Fear Rushes Through Her Veins

			6. Once the Body Is Inside…

			7. Groaning on the Floor

			8. DAD, WATCH OUT!

			9. Everyone Starts Screaming

			Desserts

			10. Risking Their Own Lives

			11. Worm Cake

			12. Disco Plaza!

			Side Dishes

			Delicious Birthday Cake

			Answers to the Riddles

		

	
		
			Who’s Who? 

			This smiling sweetheart is the oldest child in the house. She’s had the most birthdays, which means she’s received not only the most but also the best presents. That’s why she’s never jealous when someone else gets gifts. Especially not when that someone is younger. Just so everyone’s aware! Her name is Luna.
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			This birthday girl-to-be is bouncing through the house with excitement. Just one more day and then—it’s her birthday! BIRTHDAY! She’s the youngest at home, which means she gets the best parties. She takes her big sister’s best ideas and makes them even better. But, um… poor Big Sis can join in too, of course. Otherwise, that would be kind of sad. Her name is Lisa.
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			And this cheerful, full-hearted lady is Mrs. Richardson, Mommy Marian. She’s always extra happy when one of her girls has a birthday. She twirls through the house singing, or she sits for ages flipping through photo albums, sighing about how fast time flies. 			[image: ]

			This is Howard Richardson, father of the birthday girl. He’s not the one celebrating his birthday, but you’d almost think he was! Just look at how excited he is. He stays up late into the night preparing the party, secretly carrying wrapping paper and (big) gifts. Because if there’s one thing he loves, it’s surprises!
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			They’re celebrating the party at home. Their house is beautifully nestled against the woods, and they have so many fun ideas that they love organizing the celebration themselves. In all the excitement, they don’t even notice the car parked across the road… waiting for a suspiciously long time.
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			1. Jinx!

			Lisa jumps off the stairs and skips into the kitchen, where her father is busy. He is kneading dough, folding marzipan, and sprinkling colorful sugar as if his life depended on it. It’s a good thing it doesn’t, because the marzipan is turning into a lumpy mess, and the sugar is making the dough super sticky. He can’t even get it off his fingers!

			“Dad?” Lisa says cheerfully. “I want a scavenger hunt.”

			“Then my birthday girl gets a scavenger hunt,” he responds lovingly. He shakes his hands, but the dough won’t let go.

			“And a disco,” Lisa continues.

			“Oh, that, um, makes things a little busier.” He wipes one dough-covered finger against the other. Some strands fall into the bowl and onto the counter, but his hands stay sticky. “I really thought making cakes would be easier…” he mutters. But Lisa isn’t paying attention—she’s way too excited about what’s coming: her birthday!

			Luna comes down the stairs, holding a tiny present. She loves that it’s Lisa’s birthday. She’s excited to help with the party and to see all of Lisa’s friends again. But first, she has to find a good hiding spot for her gift. Somewhere where her nosy little sister won’t find it. She can’t just leave it in her room—Lisa storms in there all the time. Maybe she can hide it somewhere in the kitchen.

			Halfway down the stairs, she pauses to peek outside. What’s with that car? There usually aren’t any visitors in the morning since the restaurant is closed. At most, there are delivery trucks dropping off supplies, but that car is clearly not here for that. Strange... 

			She doesn’t have time to think about it because Lisa suddenly pops up in front of her. Quickly, Luna hides the gift behind her back.

			“What’s going on?” Luna teases. “Is it your birthday tomorrow? What a shame you won’t be getting any presents!”

			Lisa sticks out her tongue and turns back to her father. “Plus,” she says with a big grin, “a survival party. Can I have all three? Pretty, pretty please?” She gives him her best Bambi eyes. He won’t be able to resist those.

			Dad scratches his hair—which he immediately regrets because now there are bits of dough stuck in it. “A scavenger hunt, a disco, and a survival party? Oof, I don’t know…”
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			But Luna interrupts, turning to Lisa. “You shouldn’t do a scavenger hunt, Lot. That’s for little kids.”

			Lisa puts her hands on her hips. “You’re the little kid, marzipan head.”

			“Whipped cream puffer.”

			“See? You are childish! Cream puff!”

			“You’re not five anymore,” Luna says, shaking her head. “No way. If you’re turning ten, you can’t have a scavenger hunt.”

			Luckily, Dad steps in. “Of course, you can! It’s all about what kind of scavenger hunt it is. Even
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