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Dedication

    To Rhett and Birdie, for making my life so wild and full of WOW —MT

    To Henry and Bram, the most wonderful wild animals a dad could ask for —GR

    Donya and little Rosie, this is for you —JT
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Introduction

Welcome to Wow in the Wild!

Greetings, Human,

Welcome to Wow in the Wild! This book serves as your ticket to join us in exploring some of the most wow-worthy animals in the animal kingdom. As your tour guides, we’ll introduce you to animals all over the world, from land, air, and sea! A collection of feathered friends, sassy sea creatures, magnificent mammals, stylish reptiles, awesome amphibians, creepy-crawlers, and more! You’ll meet animals of all sizes, shapes, and colors, with all sorts of characteristics and adaptations to help them survive in every environment imaginable.
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And this is just the beginning. Scientists estimate that there are over 8.7 million species of animals on planet Earth, and most of them have yet to be discovered!
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This is where you come in. We hope that you’ll find enough wow in these pages to be inspired to explore, follow your curiosity, and become part of the next generation to care for and protect the Earth as a home to all of the wildlife who depend on it . . . including us human animals!
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The wow in the wild starts . . . NOW. Keep it wild, Wowzers!

[image: image]

    Mindy and Guy
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Animals are full of clever tricks to help protect themselves from hungry predators. These special characteristics, known as adaptations, come in lots of different forms. Adaptations can be specific body parts, body coverings, or even unique behaviors. Let’s visit some adaptation stations at the Characteristic Convention to learn more!

CAMOUFLAGE

Colors! Patterns! Blending! Optical Illusions! Get yourself some camouflage and become a master of disguise!
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CLAWS

With a menacing manicure like this, you’ll be able to claw your way to the top, forage for food, and slash hungry predators who try to eat you!
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HOOVES

Enjoy some all-terrain footwear as these high-tech hooves protect your toes! Whether you’re a rhinoceros or horse, goat or giraffe, we’ve got hooves to meet your needs in every shape and size!
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HORNS AND ANTLERS

Don’t go headbutting without this headgear! And if you’re thinking about shedding your old antlers before mating season, go right ahead! (We also accept trade-ins.)
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ODOR

Let loose and let it linger—that’s our motto! Invest in a stink spray that will spook your enemies and last for weeks!
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POISON

Got predators? Poison-packed glands are great in a pinch. Just ask me! I’m a sweet strawberry poison dart frog.
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SCALY SKIN AND SHELLS

Protect your soft, vulnerable side with a tough exterior! Our scales, shells, and tough skins shield you from oncoming attacks.
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SPIT POWER*

Looking to spit oil from your stomach like the fulmar seabird? Then invest in some serious spit power!
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STINGING

Nine out of ten bees agree that having a sharp stinger is essential to delivering venom to attackers.

[image: image]

TAILS

Are you looking for the convenience of a clean getaway? Then follow the lead of a lizard and get yourself a detachable tail! Surprise and distract your enemies without the fuss of losing blood and guts.
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TEETH*

Tear into meat! Take a bite out of bullies! Show your food who’s boss!
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TONGUES

Smell your surroundings, survey the scene, and spot danger snake-style with an extrasensory tongue!
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TUSKS

Why hide teeth in your mouth when you can grow them out of your head? Be like an elephant and use your tusks to dig and fight! Or go the way of a narwhal and use your tusk to sense things at night.
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Quiz: Are You a Bird?

Eight Ways to Use Your Fabulous Feathers!

Welcome to Avian Airlines
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Flightless Birds
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Birds: They’re Just Like Us!

If Humans Acted Like Birds

Home Tweet Home

EGG-citing Eggs!
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The Answer Guy

What Do You Call . . . ?

Eat Like a Bird!
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	My body is covered in . . .

	Scales

	Chocolate

	Fur

	Feathers
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	I am famous for flapping my . . .

	Lips

	Butt cheeks

	Tail

	Wings
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	My face features a . . .

	Mustache

	Mustard stain

	Horn

	Beak
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	My bones are . . .

	Squishy and cute

	What are bones?

	Spiky (or something else!)

	Partly hollow
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	When I was born I . . .

	Cried like a baby

	Barfed

	Started walking around

	Hatched from an egg
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If you answered D to all five questions, CONGRATULATIONS! YOU ARE A BIRD! Birds are the only living creatures on earth with feathers. Most, but not all, use their feathered wings and hollow bones filled with pockets of air to help them soar through the sky. Their beaks serve as multipurpose tools that can drill, strain, saw, and crack seeds! But you already know this because YOU’RE A BIRD! And you made that known the second you popped out of that egg laid by your mother.
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Oh, you say you’re NOT a bird? Well, even better! Come on in and allow us to introduce you to our fine feathered friends.
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OUR FASTEST MODEL: The Peregrine Falcon

FACT: Can dive at speeds of over two hundred miles per hour (320 kph)

LIFESPAN: Up to seventeen years

WINGSPAN: 3.3–3.6 feet (1–1.1 m)

SERVICEABLE ROUTES (HABITAT): All continents but Antarctica
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OUR LARGEST MODEL: The Albatross

FACT: Can travel up to five hundred miles (800 km) in a single day. It is the largest seabird on the planet! It barely even flaps its wings when in flight.

LIFESPAN: Up to fifty years

WINGSPAN: 6.5 to 11 feet (1.9–3.4 m)

SERVICEABLE ROUTES (HABITAT): Over-ocean flight paths only
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OUR FREQUENT FLIER: The Arctic Tern

FACT: Our Arctic tern airbird racks up about forty-four thousand air miles (or almost two trips around the world) per year. Over the course of its lifetime, it flies the equivalent of the distance from Earth to the moon three times over!

LIFESPAN: Twenty to thirty years

WINGSPAN: 2.7 feet (0.8 m)

SERVICEABLE ROUTES (HABITAT): Arctic Circle to Antarctic Circle
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Feathered Friend or Hardcore Wrestler?


	The Blue-Footed Booby

	Hottentot Buttonquail

	The Great Potoo

	The Hamerkop

	Tawny Frogmouth

	The Horned Screamer

	The Chachalaca

	The Moustached Flowerpiercer

	The Cut Throat

	The Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker

	The Kakapo
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Answer: They’re ALL Birds!
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Birds: They’re Just Like Us!

THEY SHOW OFF!
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Check out this Vogelkop bowerbird creating an art display near his home on the tropical island of New Guinea. Is he hoping that his artfully curated collections of objects will attract a female? Ornithologists (scientists who study birds) say YES!
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When it comes to colorful plumage, or feathers, the peafowl knows that more is more! Who can compete with a fan like that? Looks like some birds’ feathers are too bright to be caged!
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Who needs a pair of blue suede shoes when you’ve got the dancing feet of the blue-footed booby? Think he’s got the moves to attract a mate for life?

[image: image]

Wow. Let’s give it up for these two white-browed sparrow-weavers who really know how to draw a crowd! They’re one of the few bird species that sing in duet!
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“Anting” is when cardinals and other bird species cover themselves in ants. These ants can be crushed, or alive and crawling! Scientists are still not quite sure why birds do this, but some believe “bathing” in ants help birds to get rid of mites and other parasites. This is not recommended for humans, so don’t even think about it.
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In late summer and fall, acorn woodpeckers start stockpiling nuts for the winter. They do this by drilling holes in trees, buildings, fence posts, and utility poles, and they use these holes to hide their acorns. Up to FIFTY THOUSAND acorns! They’ll stuff each one into its own tiny hole in a single tree, known as a “granary tree.”
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As it turns out, ravens can sometimes be even more convincing mimics than parrots or even humans! They’ve been known to copy the sounds of toilets flushing, car engines revving, and humans talking. In the wild, this special skill can be used to lure would-be predators like foxes and wolves when the ravens need help busting open a delicious carcass. Talk about intelligent opportunists!
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No need for nuggets—owls prefer to swallow their meat whole! Whether it be a large beetle, a small mouse, or even a tiny bird, an owl can devour its prey in a single gulp! And as we all know, what goes in must come out. So what about those indigestible bits of bones, feathers, and fur? Well, the owl regurgitates them in the form of small pellets. Think of them as little barfy owl nuggets!
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VANITY AIR=.

EIGHT WAYS TO USE YOUR FABULOUS FEATHERS!

HEY, BIRDS! HAVE YOU HEARD THE WORD?

FEATHERS ARE USEFUL FOR MORE THAN MAKING YOU LOOK FIERCELY
FANTASTIC!

HERE ARE A FEW WAYS TO MAKE YOUR FABULOUS FEATHERS WORK

FOR YOU!
oy

1. FANCIFUL FLIGHT!

TWIST AND TURN YOUR TAIL FEATHERS TO
FINE-TUNE OR EVEN HIT THE BRAKES ON
YOUR NEXT FLIGHT!

=

2. BUILT-IN RAIN COAT!
WITH THEIR SPECIAL OILY COATING, MOST FEATHERS
ARE NATURALLY WATER RESISTANT.

S0 GO AHEAD AND FLY THROUGH THE RAIN LIKE NO
ONE'S WATCHING! IT'5 GOING TO TAKE A LOT MORE
THAN A DOWNPOUR T0 CRAMP YOUR STYLE!

3. AND AN UMBRELLA!
A HOT TIP FROM ONE OF OUR BLACK HERON READERS:
WHEN FORAGING FOR FISH IN SHALLOW WATER ON A BRIGHT
SUMMER'S DAY, USE THOSE FEATHERS T0 CREATE AN
UMBRELLA ABOVE YOUR HEAD AND TAKE THE GLARE
OFF THE WATER,
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15 THAT . . . AN OSTRICH?

LISTEN HERE, YOU BIG PANTLESS
THUNDERGOOSE. YOU'RE THE
BIGGEST BIRD IN THE WORLD.
YOU WERE NEVER MEANT 7O

FLY. BUT YOU WERE MEANT
TO DROP-KICK A HUNGRY LION!
LOOK AT YOU WITH YOUR
TWO-TOED, TURBOCHARGED
LEGs AND EYEs BIGGER THAN
YOUR BRAIN! NEXT!

AN EMU?! HOW ARE THESE
BIRDS GETTING HERE IF THEY
CAN'T FLY?

EMU, YOU'RE A BIG BIRD WITH A

TINY NAME. AND sURE, NATURE
FORGOT TO TEACH YOU TO FLY.
BUT YOU CAN sTILL ENJOY THE

WIND BENEATH YOUR WINGS As
YOU JUMP SEVEN FEET (2.1 M)

STRAIGHT INTO THE AIR! YOU'RE
PRACTICALLY THE JACKRABBIT

OF BIRDs! NEXT!

A PENGUIN?! sSHOULDN'T
YOU BE IN ANTARCTICA?!

WELL, IF ITISN'T
THE FAMOUS
FORMAL CHICKEN!

OH, KAKAPO, YOU WADDLE AROUND,
BOUND TO THE GROUND, AND FOR
SOME REASON, YOU HAVE THE FACE
OF AN OWL. YOU'VE GOT sHORT
WINGS, sTUBBY LITTLE LEGS,
AND ENORMOUs FEET. BUT DO YOU
KNOW WHAT MAKES YOU SPECIAL?
YOU ARE THE WORLD’s ONLY
NOCTURNAL, FLIGHTLESS PARROT!
AND NO ONE CAN EVER TAKE THAT
AWAY FROM YOU. NEXT!
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You should see

MY dance moves!





OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg
FEATHERED
FRIENDS





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0023-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-03.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg
The shape of the wing
allows air to travel

WELCOME TO AVIAN AIRLINES

Welcome aboard Avian Airlines! My name’s Mindy and I'll be
your pilot for today’s flight.

more quickly over the
top of the wing than

underneath it.

And my name is Guy Raz. I'll be your copilot! Today,
we'll be flying the Reggie Passenger Pigeon 2000.

Before we take off, we'd like to explain some of the features
of this species that make the miracle of flight possible.

But how does that
happen, you ask?
Well, that is a job
for thrust!

This creates lift
and soars our
airbird skyward.

o
e l

You see, on an airplane, thrust
If you look to the is created by turbine engines

sides of this airbird, that propel the plane forward.
you'll notice a wing on

each side.

MUSCLE POWER

But here at Avian Airlines, thrust is created by our airbird’s
state-of-the-art breast muscles that help beat those wings up
and down, propelling the bird forward.

And we're offl Have a fanciful flight, and thank you
for choosing Avian Airlines!
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FLIGHTLESS BIRDS

FLIGHTLESS BIRDS
NEED LOVE TOO!
$| PER BOOST

o>

UH, MINDY?
WHAT 15
ALL THIS?

OH! HERE's MY NEXT
CLIENT. HE's A CASSOWARY.

FROM THE
TROPICAL FORESTS
OF NEW GUINEA
AND AUSTRALIA?

JUST GIVING A BOOsST TO
FLIGHTLESS BIRDS WHO
CAN USE ONE?

A BOOST OFF THE GROUND?
YOU KNOW THEY REALLY
CAN'T FLY.

LOOK, CASSOWARY. YOU MIGHT NOT
HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO FLY. BUT
WHO NEEDs FLIGHT WHEN YOU
HAVE A SCALY BLUE FACE AND A

FLOPPY, COLORFUL NECK? PLUS YOU

CAN LAY BIG GREEN EGGs!

\
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THAT's NOT A CHICKEN!
THAT'S A ...

WHAT IN THE?! A KIWI?!
THE NATIONAL BIRD OF
NEW ZEALAND?!

YOUR NATURAL TUXEDO 1Is THE
“FLYEST” THING ABOUT YOU!
PLUS, YOU CAN sWIM, DIVE,

DUNK, AND WADDLE FULL

THROTTLE! NOW TELL THOSE

FLYING BIRDs WHO’s BOss!

OH, KIWI. COMPARED TO
SOME OTHER FLIGHTLEss
BIRDs, YOU'RE KIND OF A
PEEWEE! 1 KNOW THOSE
TINY WINGsS WON'T HELP
YOU FLY, BUT THERE ARE 50
MANY OTHER THINGS THAT
MAKE YOU sPECIAL!

LIKE THE FACT THAT YOUR
FEATHERs LOOK MORE
LIKE FUR! AND YOU HAVE
WHISKERS LIKE A CAT!

WOW, MINDY, THESE ARE sOME
PRETTY GOOD BDOSTS FOR

l FLIGHTLESS BIRDS!

AND YOU'RE THE ONLY BIRD
WITH NOSTRILS ON THE
TIP OF YOUR BEAK!
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4. CAMOUFLAGE!
FEATHERS ARE DESIGNED TO HELP YOU FITIN! AND IN SOME CASES,
BLEND IN— WITH YOUR SURROUNDINGS, THAT 1S. WHEN YOU'RE
HIDING FROM WOUL D-BE PREDATORS, YOUR BUILT-IN CAMOUFLAGE
CAN DOUBLE AS A DISGUISE!

(WE'RE LOOKING AT YoU, OWLS! ONLY WE'RE NOT, BECAUSE WE
CAN'T ACTUALLY SEE You!)

5.MAKE SOME NOISE!
TWEETING ISN'T YOUR ONLY MUSICAL TALENT. DID YOU
KNOW THAT WITH FEATHERS, YOU CAN BE YOUR OWN

ONE- BIRD BAND? USE THEM FOR HUMMING,
DRUMMING, OR EVEN WHISTLING!

6. MASK SOME NOISE!
TRYING TO TIPTOE YOUR WAY TOWARD HUNTING
YOUR NEXT PREY? USE YOUR FEATHERS TO MUFFLE
THE SOUNDS OF YOUR WINGS AS YOU APPROACH!
Q l 7. DIGESTION!
LOVE FISH BUT HATE THE INDIGESTION THAT COMES WITH IT?
TAKE A HOT TIP FRoM OUR SEABIRD FRIENDS AND EAT
SOME FEATHERS'EW?! How 'BOVT “000HM? THESE
FEATHERS WILL FORM A LINING IN YOUR STOMACH,
PROTECTING IT FROM SHARP FISH BONES.

g

8. HOME DECORATING!
LOOKING T0 SPRUCE UP YOUR HUMBLE ABODE? WELL, TAKE A TIP FROM
WATER BIRDS WHO USE THEIR FEATHERS TO DECORATE THEIR NESTS.
THESE ADDITIONS ARE A FUN, EASY, AND FREE WAY T0 ADD A POP OF 33 Q ZIs
COLOR TO YOUR SPACE! AND DON'T FORGET, THEY ALSO HELP T0 KEEP {;/j ,E“é\‘gg
YOUR E66S WARM AND PROTECTED. =) Sz
(X 4/ 4
ISTHERE ANYTHING FEATHERS CAN'T DO?!

DISCLAIMER: THERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS FEATHERS CAN'T DO; PLEASE DON'T TRY TO
DRIVE WITH FEATHERS, MAKE FEATHERS TAKE A TEST FOR YOU, OR ATTEMPT TO MAKE
BREAKFAST OUT OF FEATHERS.
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