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Chapter One

A New Story

 

 

James, a fourth grader at Bee Elementary School, lives in Bloomfield, a town thirty-six miles from New York City. He lives with his mother, father and his older brother Andy. And they have a black-and-white cat named Whiskers. They like spending family time together outside and going to new places and hiking in the summer.

James had enjoyed hiking with his friends on his recent school trip to Camp Bloomfield. He’d won a camera in one of the contests and hadn’t really had a chance to use it much yet. This weekend would be the perfect time.

James wanders into the living room where his father is reading the newspaper. He sits beside him on the sofa and says,

“Today’s Sunday and tomorrow is a school day, so can we go to the park so I can try out my new camera?”

His father nods. “I’ll drive you in a couple of minutes. I’ll bring my paper and read it there.”

“Thanks. Can I call Sam to meet me there, too?” James asks his dad. 

“Sure, as long as Sam’s parents are okay with it.”

James calls Sam and they agree to meet at the park.

James goes to tell his dad that Sam will meet them there.

Ten minutes later when they arrive at the park, James jumps out of his car. “I see Sam.”

“I’ll be at the benches by the playground,” his father responds.

James says okay and heads to where he sees Sam.

When James reaches his friend he asks how his weekend is going.

“It’s good. How about you?” Sam says.

“Not much going on. I want to test the new camera since I haven’t really had a chance to use it. I want to see how well it works before I take it to school tomorrow for that assignment we have.”

Sam points over to a nearby tree. “I saw a bird nest over on that tree. Do you want to take a picture of that first?”

“Okay.” 

They walk over to the tree and see the bird nest. James brings up the camera and tries different settings. 

“I’m still getting the hang of it,” he tells Sam.

After taking a dozen pictures, they look at them on the camera display.

“Wow, these pictures are very clear. This camera is better than I thought it was,” James says.

Sam asks, “Can I try?”

“Sure, take a picture of whatever you want.”

They spend the rest of the afternoon taking pictures of trees, grass, the sky and clouds, the playground and each other making funny faces.

James’ dad calls out, “Fifteen more minutes and then we’ll leave or we’ll be late for dinner.”

Sam and James go to the picnic table to look at the pictures. James likes all the pictures they took.

“That’s a really good camera,” Sam says.

“Yeah and I think it has a lot of storage for taking pictures. That’s going to be very useful for the project. Most kids will be drawing pictures.”

 “We’ll probably be the only ones with photos for the project which should get us better grades,” Sam says.

“Or we’ll win the prize for the best project because of the pictures,” James says.

When his dad calls again, James gets up and heads for his father while Sam calls goodbye and starts walking home.

Right before he reaches the car, his dad tells James, “You forgot your camera. It’s still on the picnic table.”

“Oh shoot,” James says.

He runs back to the picnic table and snatches up the camera and runs back to the car. “Thanks, Dad, I can’t believe I forgot it.”

When James gets back to his apartment, he puts the camera up in his room and gets ready for dinner. After dinner he spends the rest of the evening thinking of the different ways he can use the camera for the project.

 


Chapter Two

At School

 

 

James wakes up early Monday morning. He quickly takes a shower and dresses and then eats breakfast with his older brother. They both have Milky Wafer cereal. Their cat sits nearby watching them. When his brother leaves the table, Whiskers jumps up and heads right for his cereal bowl, licking the last of the milk at the bottom of the bowl.

“James, get Whiskers off the table,” his mother says from across the kitchen.

James lifts the cat off the table. He sits back down and finishes his breakfast. When he clears his bowl he hears the living room clock chiming. It is eight o’clock, twenty-five minutes before he has to be at school.

James grabs his camera and his backpack and runs out to wait for the school bus.

When he gets on the bus he sits down in an empty seat and saves a place for Sam. Tom and Alex are in the seat behind him talking to each other and not noticing James got on the bus. 

“Hi,” James says.

They both look up and say hi back.

“How was your weekend?” James asked.

Alex says he went to the mini golf course with Tom.

“That’s cool.”

Tom asks James how was his weekend.

James answers, “I didn’t do much although I tested my camera outside for the first time with Sam.” 

“Is that the camera you’re using for the project?” Tom asks.

“Yes. Yesterday I spend the afternoon learning how to use it. So now I feel comfortable taking all kinds of pictures,” James says.

Then the bus stops again and Sam gets on with a few other kids. He sits next to James and says hi to Tom and Alex.

“Is your grandma still staying after school so we can work on the project?” Sam asks.

James nods. “Yes, until she closes the library. That’ll give us time to work on our project after school.”

A few minutes later they arrive at Bee Elementary School. As they exit the bus they see their friend Hector sitting in his wheel chair waiting for them. They all head straight for their classroom and take their homework out of their backpacks before hanging them on their hooks. They go inside and sit at their desks. James slips his camera into his desk where it will be safe.

When the class starts their teacher tells them to put their homework in the tray on her desk.

“Good morning, everyone,” the teacher begins. “Today is when we start our project. As a review, I’ll cover the basics of the project again. Everyone in your group needs to contribute equally. You’ll spend the whole day going around to different locations around the school. You’ll be interviewing people from those locations to find out information about their purpose. Then you’ll write a description of each location. This is for a brochure for new students. Are there any questions?”

Nobody raises their hand.

The teacher says, “Break out into your groups. And be sure you all don’t head for the same location at once. And don’t interrupt other classes. Return in time for recess.”

James joins his friends at the corner of the classroom, his camera in hand.

Alex asks, “Where do you guys want to head first?”

Sam says, “I know a lot of the groups will go to the cafeteria or office first. So why don’t we head over to the library?”

“That’s a good idea,” Hector says.

The group walks over to the library. When they arrive, they see James’ grandma standing in the doorway.

“Hello, boys. Are you here for your project?”

“Hi Grandma,” James says. “Yes, we’re here for the project.”

The rest of the group says hello to Mrs. Elliott.

“Come on in and I’ll give you a tour of the library.”

The boys walk into the library and follow Mrs. Elliott behind the counter where she explains how the check in and check out system works. She also shows them a computer program she uses to organize the library based on book topics. When they finish there, she leads them over to the computer station.

She says, “These are our brand-new laptops. We just got them last week. We’re still setting them up but they should be ready to use very soon.”

She lets them look at the six new computers for a few minutes then leads them to the storage room in the back. 

“I already know you boys know about this room. This is where we store extra book copies and office supplies for the school.”

She leads them back to the front desk area and asks if there are any questions.

James asks, “Can I take photos of the library for our project?”

“Of course,” she says with a smile.

James takes a few photos around the library. As their group leaves the library, another group is approaching the door.

After the library, the boys head for the cafeteria. By the time they finish their interview there, and James took his photos, the recess bell rings.

At recess, James and his friends look at the pictures that James took that morning. 

“Those photos turned out really good,” Hector said.

“Let’s take a break from the project and play tag,” Alex says. He touches Tom’s hand and runs off yelling, “You’re it” 

When recess is over the group grabs their materials and heads over for the interview at the main office where they talk with the school secretary and the school nurse. They even get to look into the principal’s office where James takes a photo of Sam sitting at the principal’s desk.

This office interview takes longer as they interview more people. By the time they finish, the bell rings for lunch.

Everybody hurries to the cafeteria. 

James sits by Sam and Hector. Tom and Alex sit across from them.
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