
        
            [image: cover]
        



 




 


 


 


Patrick Roy As Seen By His
Contemporaries

 


Edited by Ross Bonander

 


 


 



 


Published by Bonander Publishing

 


Copyright © 2014 by Ross Bonander

 


Cover Design: Josh Smith

Formatting: Ross Bonander

 


All rights reserved. Except as permitted
under the US Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may
be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any
means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the
prior written permission of the publisher.


 


Special thanks to friend and diehard Avalanche fan
Rachel Born!


 


"The Rocket's eyes, Lafleur's hair, Patrick Roy's
wink, Ken Dryden's slouch on his stick, Béliveau's humility, the
tragic death of Morenz—it's all part of Montreal lore, like the
cross on Mount Royal, the Oratory, the great river that bends to
the northeast as it swoops around the city."

Jack Todd
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​Introduction

"Patrick Roy is like a 500-goal
scorer for a team. He represents the same thing."

Guy Lafleur

 


Almost from the moment the Montreal Canadiens
drafted junior phenom Guy Lafleur in the 1971 NHL Amateur Draft,
every kid growing up in the province of Quebec who played hockey
wanted to be Guy Lafleur. Here was one of their own, who over the
course of the decade would win five Stanley Cups with Montreal,
along with numerous scoring titles and accolades. And le Demon
blonde did it with style, blond hair aflutter.

 


If anyone could have replaced him, it would
be Mario Lemieux, a player who not only idolized Lafleur but broke
Lafleur's 1971 single-season junior record of 130 goals by scoring
133 in 1984. Lemieux however was drafted by the Pittsburgh
Penguins, a hockey outpost and the worst team in the league. It's
different when you play for the local pro team.

 


Instead, Lafleur would be replaced by someone
born on the very same day as Lemieux, 120 miles apart.

 


Patrick-Edward-Armand Roy was born at Jeffrey
Hale Hospital in Quebec City, QC, on 5 October 1965.

 


A year after Lafleur
joined the Canadiens, seven year old Patrick Roy decided to be a
goalie, chiefly because he liked how all the pads
looked.

 


According to his father, Roy made his
competitive hockey debut on 12 October 1974 at the Parc Victoria
arena, at the age of 9. As he would do in both the AHL and the NHL,
he would get his first taste coming in to relieve a shaky starting
goaltender.

 


In 1982, Roy joined the last-place Granby
Bisons of the 'Q' (Quebec Major Junior Hockey League). Patrick's
first season was dismal; he managed a 13-35-1 record with a goals
against of 6.26, but he routinely faced 50 shots each game, which
contributed to his development.

 


In his second season, he
brought his GAA down to 4.44 and the Bisons squeaked into the
playoffs. Unfortunately, in the first round they met Mario
Lemieux's Laval Voisins. Laval swept Granby in four
straight.

 


He was drafted in the 1984
NHL Entry Draft 51st overall by Montreal, a team he despised
growing up (he and his family followed the WHA's Quebec Nordiques).
According to legend, scouts from the Canadiens went to Granby to
watch Stephane Richer (drafted 29th overall) and took notice when
Roy stopped three successive breakaways and, after stopping the
third, threw the puck at the player in an expression of cockiness
and disdain, as in 'Is that the best you've got?'

 


It was an attitude they would have recognized
from the goalie who had helped the franchise to six Stanley Cups in
the 1970s, Ken Dryden. Since Dryden's early retirement from hockey
five years earlier, the Canadiens had been bounced from the
playoffs by upstart teams like the Minnesota North Stars, Buffalo
Sabres, and most painfully of all, the Quebec Nordiques
(twice).

 


"If you're a young goalie and you
do well, it's a bonus. It's not expected. But the next year you're
judged on different standards. You've got to give even more. And it
takes a little time and some growing up to understand that. That's
why so many guys stutter-start. I think Roy will be all
right."

Ken Dryden (1986)

 


Roy would play a good portion of another
miserable season with Granby, winning just 16 games and earning a
5.55 GAA before a surprise call-up by Montreal in February 1985.
Ostensibly meant to back up goalie Doug Soetaert, Roy replaced him
in the third period and was awarded his first NHL win. Montreal
assigned him to their AHL affiliate, the Sherbrooke Canadiens,
where his back-up role once again proved fortuitous when the
starter's equipment problems allowed Roy an opportunity to play. By
the playoffs, Roy was the starter, and he would help Sherbrooke
capture the AHL's 1985 Calder Cup Championship.

 


The next season he landed a roster spot with
Montreal, but his legend wasn't born until the playoffs, when Roy
led Montreal to a 3-game sweep of Boston, a 7-game series win over
Hartford, and consecutive 4-1 series wins against the Rangers and
the Calgary Flames to give Montreal its first Stanley Cup
Championship since Ken Dryden and Guy Lafleur won it in 1979. Roy's
dazzling 1.92 GAA earned him the Conn Smythe trophy. Still four
months shy of his 21st birthday, Roy was and still is the youngest
player to win the award, setting a standard in those playoffs for
post-season excellence that only Roy himself could—and
would—top.

 


Seven seasons later in 1993, after Mario
Lemieux had won back-to-back Stanley Cups and Conn Smythe Trophies
for Pittsburgh, Roy would once again lead Montreal to glory, this
time over the Los Angeles Kings. That summer he became the
third-highest paid player in the game, behind Mario Lemieux and
Eric Lindros.

 


"The most important thing is to
have the chance to finish my career in Montreal."

Patrick Roy

 


But under three seasons later, the love
affair between Roy and Montreal came to an abrupt end, when Roy's
teammate from his rookie season, Mario Tremblay, became head coach.
During a 2 December 1995 game at home against the Detroit Red
Wings, Roy allowed 9 goals on 26 shots before Tremblay pulled him
in the second period. Both humiliated and infuriated, Roy swore
he'd played his final game for the Canadiens.

 


"It just kept going and going with
Patty still out there, and we were like 'Are you kidding me?' I
don't know if Tremblay was trying to do the alpha dog thing, but he
was out of his league. He didn't know what to do."

Mike Keane

 


"Mario [Tremblay] might not have
experience as a coach, but he had 30 years' experience in hockey. I
can't accept that a rookie coach could get rid of the best goalie
in the NHL after 19 games."

Mike Bossy

 


Within days, Roy was a member of the Colorado
Avalanche (the same franchise Roy rooted for as a kid, having moved
from Quebec over the summer). He won his third Stanley Cup that
spring, and with Colorado added his fourth in 2001, when he would
also be awarded his third Conn Smythe trophy. Not only is he the
only player to win three Conn Smythe trophies, he is the only
player to win it with two difference teams in three different
decades.

 


He retired as the all-time leader in several
statistical categories, and along the way captured plenty of
professional hockey hardware:

 


• Calder Cup Championship (1985)

• Stanley Cup Championship (1986, 1993, 1996,
2001)

• Conn Smythe Trophy (1986, 1993, 2001)

• Vezina Trophy (1989, 1990, 1992)

• Jennings Trophy (1987, 1988, 1989, 1992,
2001)

 


Back in 1996, Roy and some partners bought
the QMJHL's Quebec Remparts (a new iteration of Guy Lafleur's old
team). On retirement in 2003, he began coaching his son's AAA
bantam team in Quebec City and also assumed the role of the
Remparts' General Manager. When the Remparts got off to a slow
start to the 2005-06 season, Roy appointed himself head coach and
guided the team to its first Memorial Cup championship in 35
years.

 


The same year, 2006, Roy was inducted into
the Hockey Hall of Fame. His #33, retired by the Avalanche in 2003,
would be retired in 2008 by the Canadiens. Even the Granby Bisons
retired his #30.

 


As first-year coach of his former Colorado
Avalanche in 2013-2014, Roy won the Jack Adams Award as coach of
the year.

 


What follows is a compendium of quotations
from Patrick's contemporaries—the players who skated beside him and
those who played against him during his 19 year pro career; the
coaches and general managers who had to figure out how to beat him;
the legends of the game who weighed in on his prodigious talents;
and the writers and broadcasters who were there to witness it
all.
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