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			In a beautiful village in the African Zulu Kingdom lived a young Zulu princess. Her name was Nandi. 

			She lived with her family in a 100-year-old palace built by her great-grandfather, 

			King Solomon, son of Dinuzulu.

			One sunny morning, her father, the king, agreed that she could go on a safari—one of her favourite places in the world. 
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			Since Nandi was full of adventure, her father asked two mamas from the community to go to the bush with her to keep her safe. 
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			Princess Nandi’s favourite game ranger, Themba, sat behind the wheel of the game drive vehicle.
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			“I love being in the bush!” said Nandi.

			“It is a beautiful place, Nkosazana,” said Themba, smiling. “But it takes a lot of work to protect the land and the animals. What is your favourite animal?”
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			Nandi thought for a moment. “Hmmm… I don’t have one yet. I want to see them all! Birds, giraffes, zebras, spiders, butterflies… every single one!”
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			After hearing this, everyone in the vehicle grew eager to spot some animals. 
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			Just then, the vehicle slowed.

			Nandi’s eyes popped wide. “Wow!”

			“There!” Themba pointed. “Ubhejane omncane!”
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			“A baby rhino!” Nandi gasped. “Hello, little friend!”

			The rhino stared at her with big, longing eyes, as if it wanted to say something important.

			“Where is your mom?” Nandi whispered.

			Themba frowned. “She may be lost?”

			But Nandi shook her head. Her heart told her something was wrong. 
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			Before anyone could stop her, she leapt from the vehicle. 

			“Princess, please! It’s not safe!” Themba warned. “There are dangerous animals in the bush!”

			[image: ]

			But Nandi knelt beside the rhino. “What’s wrong, little rhino? Where is your family?” she asked.
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			Suddenly, the rhino took off running.
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			“Wait!” Nandi shouted, running after the rhino. “What’s your name? Where are you going?”

			The little rhino snorted and ran even faster.

			“I’ll call you ‘Chomi’,” Nandi laughed breathlessly, “because you are my friend!”
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			Chomi led Nandi to a quiet place in the bush, where a sad sight awaited them. Themba and the two mamas hurried to Nandi’s side, their faces full
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