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W. Welsh
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Introduction

The monograph is dedicated to studying principles involved in constructing
dictionary entries in etymological sources of both English and Ukrainian lan-
guages. It analyzes the external structure, or mega- andmacrostructures, and the
internal structure, or microstructure, including the expression plan (left or reg-
ister part) and the content plan (right or interpretative part) of dictionary entries
in etymological sources. A methodological algorithm for their study and de-
scription has been developed, enabling the identification of lexicographic, cog-
nitive-synergetic, and linguistic principles characteristic of such sources and
substantiating the extent of adherence by compilers. It reveals common patterns
and differences in constructing dictionary entries by the nature of the zone of
headword and the zone of etymology.

Contemporary linguistics, referred to as the “era of semantics” (Yu.
D. Apresyan, L. V. Shcherba), continues to seek answers to still contentious issues
in linguistics, such as the correlation between language and history (W. von
Humboldt, F. de Saussure), language and culture (V. M. Vereshchagin, I. R.
Vykhovanets, J. Herder, A. A. Potebnya, V. M. Rusanivsky, E. Sapir, B. Whorf),
the representation of linguistic (Yu. D. Apresyan, T. I. Vendina, Yu. M. Karaulov,
O. S . Kubryakova) and dialectal worldviews (K. I. Demdova, N. A. Zakutkina,
O. A. Radchenko), lexicography of culture (V. P. Berkov, O. I. Ivanyscheva, O. I.
Petrushova), and the understanding of cultural-historical information of lin-
guistic units (V. G. Gak, V. G. Kostomarov, V. N. Teliya) reflecting the develop-
ment of all world languages.

In this perspective, the traditional view of language as an element resistant to
formalization due to its complexity and numerous exceptions whose systemic
role is as significant as the laws and rules of language have recently taken on a
global dimension. This directs the modern cognitive-synergetic (neo-functional)
vector primarily towards elucidating and subsequently codifying all aspects of
human knowledge about language in general and its fragments in particular in
dictionary forms (Yu. M. Karaulov, L. P. Stupin, F. J . Hausmann), characterized
by structural clarity (V. V. Dubichinsky, H. Bergenholtz), the presentation of


