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Foreword

About Myself

For many years I struggled to learn Spanish, and I still knew no more than about twenty words. Consequently, I was extremely frustrated. One day I stumbled upon this method as I was playing around with word combinations. Suddenly, I came to the realization that every language has a certain core group of words that are most commonly used and, simply by learning them, one could gain the ability to engage in quick and easy conversational Spanish.

I discovered which words those were, and I narrowed them down to three hundred and fifty that, once memorized, one could connect and create one’s own sentences. The variations were and are infinite! By using this incredibly simple technique, I could converse at a proficient level and speak Spanish. Within a week, I astonished my Spanish-speaking friends with my newfound ability. The next semester I registered at my university for a Spanish language course, and I applied the same principles I had learned in that class (grammar, additional vocabulary, future and past tense, etc.) to those three hundred and fifty words I already had memorized, and immediately I felt as if I had grown wings and learned how to fly.

At the end of the semester, we took a class trip to San José, Costa Rica. I was like a fish in water, while the rest of my classmates were floundering and still struggling to converse. Throughout the following months, I again applied the same principle to other languages—French, Portuguese, Italian, and Arabic, all of which I now speak proficiently, thanks to this very simple technique. 

This method is by far the fastest way to master quick and easy conversational language skills. There is no other technique that compares to my concept. It is effective, it worked for me, and it will work for you. Be consistent with my program, and you too will succeed the way I and many, many others have.
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Sign up for the author's New Releases mailing list and get a FREE copy of the latest book Conversational Language Quick and Easy: The Most Innovative Technique to Master the World's 27 Most Common Languages.
Click the link to get started:
www.conversational-languages.com/free-ebook/
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​The Finnish Language
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Finnish is an Uralic language of the Finnic branch, spoken by the majority of the population in Finland and by ethnic Finns outside of Finland. It is known for its rich and complex morphology, with 15 cases and inflections that are numerous and distinct. It is different from most Indo-European languages, particularly in its extensive case system. All marginal cases are rare and appear mainly in fixed expressions like idioms. 

Approximately 4.9 million people in Finland speak Finish as their mother tongue. Worldwide, this is 5.4 million. Finnish is an official minority language in Sweden, alongside Meänkieli.

Finnish culture has ancient roots, but it was not until the 16th century that Finnish began to be written down. The expansion of Lutheranism during the Protestant Reformation, which began in Germany in 1517, was the main catalyst for literary development in the language. The principle behind this was that people should be able to hear and read the word of God in their own mother tongue. As there was no literary language, one needed to be created. The first Finnish books were produced by Mikael Agricola, a farmer’s son who became a respected headmaster of the cathedral school in Turku, a Finnish Reformer, and eventually the Bishop of Turku. 

He brought nine works in Finnish to print, which served as the foundation for literary Finnish. At the time, there was no standard language as Finns spoke different dialects. Finns were scattered throughout a vast, scarcely settled country and spoke local dialects. Agricola's work helped to connect the dialects and develop a standard language independent from these regional dialects.

​​​
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​Finnish Pronunciation guide (Guide til udtale)
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a – pronounced like the “uh” in “dune” 

ä – pronounced like the “a” in “cat”

ää – pronounced like the “a” in “lad”

ee – pronounced like “eh”

o – pronounced like “aw” in “not”

oo – pronounced like the “o” in “snort” 

ö – pronounced like the French “eu” as in “fleur” or like the “u” as in lure.

öö – pronounced like the “u” in “fur” 

uu – pronounced like the “oo” in “boot”; however, farther in the back of the throat 

y – pronounced like the “ü” in German 

yy – longer version of y, somewhat like Scottish “new” 

äi – pronounced like “eh-y” as in “day” 

ei – pronounced like “leh-ee” as in “ray” 

öi – pronounced like french “eu + english “e”.

ui – pronounced like “ooh-ee”; however, farther in the back of the throat 

yi – pronounced as german “ü” + english “e”.

au – pronounced like “ow” in “hour” 

ou – pronounced like the “oh” in “know” 

eu – pronounced like “eh-oo” 

iu – pronounced like “ee-oo” 

äy – no equivalent in English (ä+y) 

öy – pronounced like the “oh”

uo – pronounced like “oo-oh”

yö – no equivalent in English (ö+y)

Finnish Consonant Orthography and the English Equivalent  

j – pronounced like the y in “yes”

r – pronounced trilled like the double rr in spanish

s – pronounced like a hard s

p – pronounced like a v 

t – pronounced like a d 

nk – pronounced like an ng 

mp – pronounced like an mm 

nt – pronounced like an nn 

lt – pronounced like an ll 

rt – pronounced like an rr.[image: ]
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Conversational Finnish

Quick and Easy

The Most Innovative Technique to Learn the Finnish Language

Part I
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​Introduction to the Program - Part 1

People often dream about learning a foreign language, but usually they never do it. Some feel that they just won’t be able to do it while others believe that they don’t have the time. Whatever your reason is, it’s time to set that aside. With my new method, you will have enough time, and you will not fail. You will actually learn how to speak the fundamentals of the language—fluently in as little as a few days. Of course, you won’t speak perfect Finnish at first, but you will certainly gain significant proficiency. For example, if you travel to Finland, you will almost effortlessly be able engage in basic conversational communication with the locals in the present tense and you will no longer be intimidated by culture shock. It’s time to relax. Learning a language is a valuable skill that connects people of multiple cultures around the world—and you now have the tools to join them. 

How does my method work? I have taken twenty-seven of the most commonly used languages in the world and distilled from them the three hundred and fifty most frequently used words in any language. This process took three years of observation and research, and during that time, I determined which words I felt were most important for this method of basic conversational communication. In that time, I chose these words in such a way that they were structurally interrelated and that, when combined, form sentences. Thus, once you succeed in memorizing these words, you will be able to combine these words and form your own sentences. The words are spread over twenty pages. In fact, there are just nine basic words that will effectively build bridges, enabling you to speak in an understandable manner (please see Building Bridges). The words will also combine easily in sentences, for example, enabling you to ask simple questions, make basic statements, and obtain a rudimentary understanding of others’ communications. Please see Reading and Pronunciation in order to gain proficiency in the reading and pronunciation of the Finnish language prior to starting this program.

My book is mainly intended for basic present tense vocal communication, meaning anyone can easily use it to “get by” linguistically while visiting a foreign country without learning the entire language. With practice, you will be 100 percent understandable to native speakers, which is your aim. One disclaimer: this is not a grammar book, though it does address minute and essential grammar rules, so keep your eyes peeled for grammar footnotes at the bottom of every page. Therefore, understanding complex sentences with obscure words in Finnish is beyond the scope of this book. 

People who have tried this method have been successful, and by the time you finish this book, you will understand and be understood in basic conversational Finnish. This is the best basis to learn not only the Finnish language but any language. This is an entirely revolutionary, no-fail concept, and your ability to combine the pieces of the “language puzzle” together will come with great ease, especially if you use this program prior to beginning a Finnish class.

This is the best program that was ever designed to teach the reader how to become conversational. Other conversational programs will only teach you phrases. But this is the only program that will teach you how to create your own sentences for the purpose of becoming conversational.
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​The Program​​
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Let’s Begin! “Vocabulary” (Memorize the Vocabulary)

I am - Minä olen / Olen

With you - Sinun kanssasi / kanssasi

With him / with her - Hänen kanssaan / hänen kanssaan

With us - Meidän kanssamme / kanssamme

For you - Sinulle

Without him - Ilman häntä

Without them - Ilman heitä

Always - Aina

This (or) this is - Tässä / tämä on

You, you are - Sinä, sinä olet

Sometimes - Joskus / Välillä

Maybe - Ehkä

Are you - Oletko sinä

With - Kanssa

Today - Tänään

He (or) he is - Hän / hän on

She (or) she is – Hän / hän on

From – Alkaen, kotoisin

Sentences from the vocabulary (now you can speak the sentences and connect the words)

I am with you.

Minä olen sinun kanssasi.

I am always with her.

Olen aina hänen kanssaan.

I am from Finland.

Olen kotoisin Suomesta.

This is for you.

Tämä on sinulle.

Are you at the house?

Oletko kotona?

Sometimes I go without him.

Joskus menen ilman häntä.

Are you alone today?

Oletko yksin tänään?
I was - Olin

To be - Olla

The - (No Equivalent)

Same - Sama

Good - Hyvä

Better / preferable - Parempi

And - Ja

Very - Erittäin

Between - Välillä

Now - Nyt

Happy - Iloinen

Later - Myöhemmin

If - Jos

Yes - Kyllä

Then - Sitten

Tomorrow - Huomenna

Here - Täällä

Also / too / as well - Myös 

Too (as in too much) - Liian

I was home at 5pm.

Olin kotona kello 17/viideltä.

Between now and tomorrow.

Tämän päivän ja huomisen välillä.

It's better to be home later.

On parempi olla kotona myöhemmin.

If this is good, then I am happy.

Jos tämä on hyvä, niin minä olen onnellinen.

Yes, you are very good.

Kyllä, olet erittäin hyvä.

I was here with them.

Olin täällä heidän kanssaan.

You and I.

Sinä ja minä.

The same day.

Sama päivä.
After - Jälkeen

Ok – Ok / okei

Even if - Vaikka

Afterwards – Jälkeenpäin

Afterwards – Sen jälkeen

Worse - Huonompi

Where - Missä

Everything / anything - Kaikki

Somewhere - Jossain

What - Mitä

Almost - Melkein

There - Siellä

Now - Nyt

Right now - Juuri nyt

What time is it - Mitä kello 

Afterwards is worse.

Sen jälkeen on huonompi.

Even if I go now.

Vaikka nyt menenkin.

Where is everything?

Missä kaikki on?

Maybe somewhere.

Ehkä jossain.

What? I am almost there.

Mitä? Olen melkein perillä.

Where are you?

Missä sinä olet?

This is for us.

Tämä on meille.

Are you from Helsinki?

Oletko Helsingistä?

Where is the airport?

Missä on lentokenttä?

What time is it right now?

Mitä kello on juuri nyt? 
House - Talo

Still - Edelleen

Car - Auto

Already - Jo

Good morning - Hyvää huomenta

How are you - Mitä kuuluu

But - Mutta 

However - Kuitenkin

Hello – Hei / Moi

Son - Poika 

Daughter - Tytär

Impossible - Mahdotonta

Hard – Vaikea / Kova

Without us - Ilman meitä

Time - Aika

Almost - Melkein

She is not in the car, so maybe she is still at the house?

Hän ei ole autossa, joten ehkä hän on edelleen talossa?

I am in the car already with your son and daughter.

Olen jo autossa poikasi ja tyttäresi kanssa.

Good morning, how are you today?

Hyvää huomenta, miten voitte tänään?

Hello, what is your name?

Hei, mikä on nimesi?

This is very hard, but it’s not impossible.

Tämä on erittäin vaikeaa, mutta ei mahdotonta.

Where are you from?

Mistä olet kotoisin?

It is almost time to go.

On melkein aika lähteä.

* In Finnish there are three definitions for the word "time": kerta, aika, kello.

"How many times?" - kuinka monta kertaa?

"A long time." - pitkä aika.

"What time is it?" - paljonko kello on?
Thank you - Kiitos

For - Varten

To go - Lähteä

It is - Se on

Without - Ilman

No / not - Ei / ei

Late - Myöhäinen / Myöhään

Away - Poissa

That (or) that is - Se / se on Tuo / Tuo on

Similar - Samanlainen

Other – Muu / toinen

Side - Sivu

Until – Kunnes, kun, saakka

Yesterday - Eilen

Since - Alkaen

Day - Päivä

Before - Ennen

To – (see footnote)

Thank you, Alexander.

Kiitos, Alexander.

I am not here, I am away.

En ole täällä, olen poissa.

That house is similar to ours.

Tuo talo on samanlainen kuin meillä.

I am from the other side.

Olen toiselta puolelta.

But I was here until late yesterday.

Mutta olin täällä myöhään eilen.

The coffee is without sugar.

Kahvi on ilman sokeria.

How old are you?

Kuinka vanha olet?

*In Finnish, prepositions like “to” are rarely used. Instead, the meaning is expressed by adding case endings directly to nouns.

I say / I am saying - Minä sanon / sanon

Happy - Iloinen

I want - Haluan

Without you - Ilman sinua

Everywhere – Kaikkialla, joka paikassa

I go / I am going - Minä menen / olen menossa

My - Minun

Cousin - Serkku

I need - Tarvitsen

Idea - Idea

Night - Yö

To see - Nähdäksesi

Light - Valo

Outside - Ulkona

That - Että (conjunction)

That he is / that she is - Että hän on

I see / I am seeing - Näen / näen

I am saying no!

Sanon ei!

I want to see this in the day.

Haluan nähdä tämän päivän aikana.

I see this everywhere.

Näen tämän joka paikassa.

I am happy to be here without my cousin.

Olen iloinen saadessani olla täällä ilman serkkuani.

I need to be there at night. 

Minun täytyy olla siellä yöllä.

You need to be at home.

Sinun täytyy olla kotona.
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