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Preface
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In the very heart of Africa and across the remotest galaxies, an ancient heritage awakens.

It began in Kim and Barkot: Guardians of the Abyssinian Code, with two unlikely heroes—a brilliant Ethiopian girl named Barkot and a technology-savvy Canadian boy named Kim—compelled into a quest to retrieve the stolen Book of Wisdom, a sacred object hidden away beneath Lalibela. Along the way, they learned ancient monk sciences, mystical history of Abyssinia, and a conspiracy that threatened to throw the world balance off kilter.

Their journey went on in Kim and Barkot: The Stolen Book of Wisdom, where foreign nations linked to secret military research attempted to get access to the information hidden in the book. In a suspense-filled contest within Ethiopia's historic lands and secret underground worlds, Kim and Barkot faced the unknown with poise, deciphering mysteries linked to Ethiopian monk magic and modern science.

But what they left on earth was only the beginning.

Now, in Kim and Barkot: The Zege Invasion and the Rise of the Red Galaxy, a greater threat has emerged—beyond the skies. When strange red lights flash across Lake Tana and Zege's sacred forests, Kim and Barkot are called once more by the wise Guardians. The invaders are not common thieves—they are Martian revolutionaries, who seek to steal the world's most powerful defense: technology buried underground since the time of King Solomon himself.

Combining high-velocity action, Ethiopian history, real-world science breakthroughs, and the forebodingly shadowy mysteries of Mars, this third installment catapults our protagonists beyond borders—into the very heart of interplanetary danger. They will find deception, uncover links to the Nubian culture, and unravel an ages-old galactic conspiracy.

Earth's future hangs in the balance—and perhaps depends on two bold hearts—and the right lessons from the past.

Eskinder Yimer Haylu (Dr.)
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Chapter One: Echoes from the Red Planet
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It began in a whisper—so faint, that it slid into the emptiness of space like an orphaned breeze. But the machines deep within the forest of Zege did not hear the wind. Within the underground tunnels of the Ancient Guardians, a silver orb began to glow for the first time in five millennia. The monks understood: the Red Galaxy moved.

Half a globe away in Ontario, Kim Walker looked up to the stars from his home observatory. His own home-made telescope whirred unnecessarily. On its screen, there was a red flash beside Mars—a frequency no space journal had ever logged. Kim wrinkled his brow, took a photo, and launched his secure app. He typed in one name: "Barkot."

In Addis Ababa, Barkot sat on her balcony, drawing the ancient Zege Peninsula from memory, when her phone vibrated. She scanned the message and her heart skipped: "It's starting. I have seen the pulse."

She hadn't finished reading halfway before her father, the high priest of the Church of Zege, stormed into her room. His eyes were wide with ancient fear. "The Martians," he breathed. "They're coming. For the Beacon."

Barkot slowly stood up. "I believed the Beacon was just a myth."

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\23  Kim and Barkot The Zege Invasion and the Rise of the Red Galaxy\Picture\001.png]"No, my daughter. It does exist. Below Lake Tana, protected by incantations of yore and Nubian crystal energy. And it is the last defense Earth has against the Red Galaxy."

They rushed to the temple underground. Her father typed in a code into a carved wall. The stones groaned, creaking. A secret room lit up, and a map of Mars and Zege connected by light threads appeared. In the center was a crystal pulse—red, beating slowly. A warning symbol.

Kim received a second warning in Canada. A 3D image showed a wave of Martian probes emerging from an underground base on Phobos. He initiated the Guardian Protocol. A portal in his laboratory swung open, showing the coordinates: Zege, Ethiopia.

"Mom! Dad!" he shouted, taking off his Guardian bracelet. "I have to leave. It's happening. The Martians are on the move."

His parents did not hesitate. They had known this day was coming.

As Kim went through the glowing portal, his feet left Ontario's snowy ground and touched warm, sacred soil in Zege. Barkot was already there, grasping the Sky Hawk pendant glowing blue in her chest.
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They made eye contact. "It's happening," she said to him.

Kim nodded. "Let's see things through."

The stars above twinkled abnormally. A red haze, nearly a fire, encircled the moon. The invasion had started.
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Chapter Two: Secrets Beneath the Lake
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The Zege sacred forest was still—but it was a stillness that vibrated with power. As Kim and Barkot pressed deeper into the canopy, their Guardian bracelets glowed in synchrony. They had steeled themselves for this day, but neither of them had thought it would come so soon.

Then the earth under them began to shudder. Strings of red lights flashed among the trees—alien probes, dragonfly-shaped, clustered together. Barkot ducked behind a tree. "They've already penetrated the outer perimeter."

Kim deployed the cloak device, an artifact employed by Abyssinian monks during Earth's first interstellar war. "Let's go. The back entrance to the Beacon Chamber must be around here."

They reached the lake shore of Lake Tana. Water was shining in unusual hues—blue above the sky, and pale red from something... below. Barkot pulled out a scroll wrapped in gold cord. "This map was transmitted through twenty-seven generations. It shows a path under the lakebed."

Kim raised an eyebrow. "You're telling me that we have to dive?"

[image: C:\Users\addis\OneDrive\Desktop\MY E- Book\23  Kim and Barkot The Zege Invasion and the Rise of the Red Galaxy\Picture\003.png]"Not quite", she smiled in response. She drove her pendant into the soil. A circle of dirt throbbed, then fell away, revealing a spiral staircase of obsidian and coral.

The air thickened as they descended. The tunnel vibrated with a vibration that was like a prehistoric choir. Nubian language symbols glowed on the walls—omens, prophecies, and ciphers from a distant past.

"Did you know Nubians believed that Mars was Earth's twin once?" asked Barkot, tracing the radiating glyphs. "These glyphs speak of a migration—a conflict. They speak of Martians once dwelling with us, before the Red Galaxy was born."

They entered a vast underground dome—a sanctuary of suspended orbs, crystal panels, and holographic galaxy maps. At its center, a pedestal, and upon it: the Zege Beacon.

It looked like a tiny lantern of alive crystal. Inside, something pulsed—red, blue, and gold.

Kim reached out a hand, but Barkot caught his. "Only the Monk-Kings of Nubia get to decide who can switch it on."

At that instant, the Beacon flared. A beam burst out from the dome upwards through the ground above and out into the air, cutting through space and out to the range of the Red Galaxy itself.

A deafening boom shook from the lakebed. Barkot's eyes went wide. "They've traced it."
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Kim whirled around, pulling out his scanner. "Three Martian warships. Not drones—war-class!

The walls of the dome trembled, and from the shadows mechanical claws began to rise—ancient defenses awakened. Barkot spun on Kim, pounding heart. "That is no Beacon. That's a calling stone. The Guardians of Zege are being summoned to re-erect."

Above them, on the surface of Lake Tana, a silent ripple moved out over the water. In the air, the first shadow of a Mars invasion ship hid the stars.
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